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Welcome to Communion!

And welcome to American Conservatory Theater. We exist to 
bring artists and communities together to inspire and provoke joy, 
connection, reflection, curiosity, and so much more. Thank you for 
joining us!

We’re so excited to bring you Communion, a live, world-
premiere experience that is part docudrama, part mystery, and 
part confessional. Written by Christopher Chen, a native of San 
Francisco, Communion was commissioned by and written just for 
A.C.T. Our very own Tony Award–winning Pam MacKinnon directs, 
and we’re thrilled to welcome Stacy Ross back to our virtual 
stage. You’ve seen Stacy as everyone from Hedda Gabler to Leni 
Riefenstahl—but who is she really? We can’t wait to find out with 
you. 

As a playwright, Chris is a master of psychological intrigue, and 
his play The Headlands was slated to be part of our 2021 in-
person season. We’re grateful for his ingenuity in pivoting to the 
Zoom platform, and we’re so thankful for your support, and for 
communing with us through this play. 

We’ve also reimagined Heather Christian’s Animal Wisdom for the 
screen, available on demand from now through Jun 13. The sold-
out, acclaimed musical séance that premiered at The Bushwick 
Starr has been adapted into an original film, and we’re delighted 
to be coproducing with DC’s Woolly Mammoth Theatre Company 
to deliver this transporting experience straight to your living room. 
Pre-Covid, this was a production that we planned on bringing to 
the Strand—so please picture that. Then, in the early moments of 
the pandemic, we planned to bring it to the Geary, spreading our 
audiences out with some onstage with Heather and company, some 
in the house in pods, and utilizing the balcony as a choir loft—so 
please picture that as well. But instead, here we are as proud movie 
producers. Shapeshifting between rock star, folklorist, and high 
priestess, Heather conjures a constellation of souls in this story, all in 
an effort to confront her family’s mythologies. 

Then we cannot wait to welcome you back to the theater. We’re 
thrilled to announce our in-person season beginning again in 
January 2022. We are sharing an unprecedented trio of Bay Area 
premieres with you—the Broadway hit Freestyle Love Supreme, the 
National Theatre production of The Lehman Trilogy, and the greatly 
anticipated world-premiere musical Soul Train. We’re also producing 
one of the most influential plays of the 20th century, María Irene 
Fornés’s Fefu and Her Friends. These plays reflect our mission and 
values and we can’t wait to be in community with you through these 
performances. To subscribe to our season, you can contact our box 
office at 415.749.2228 or visit act-sf.org.

The best ways you can help us navigate this time is to continue your 
commitment as a ticket buyer, as a donor, and to spread the word 
to your networks. We’re so grateful for your continued participation, 
and we can’t wait to see you at the theater.

Enjoy the show,

Jennifer Bielstein
Executive Director

WELCOME TO A.C.T.
We have made the program available to you, only after seeing the 
show. Please do not reveal to anyone its secrets and twists. But 
please do reveal to everyone its fun.

In the hopefully waning weeks of using Zoom as a near-
universal and sole means to connect beyond our homes, in the 
hopefully waning months of the pandemic, we built a show 
called Communion.

I approached our playwright, Christopher Chen, in December 
2020 with bad news. We had to postpone indefinitely the A.C.T. 
production of his beautiful Bay Area–set noir The Headlands. We 
knew by late fall that we would not be producing in person by 
the spring. No one would be, in this country. But I did have an 
opportunity to pitch in that phone call. Could Chris imagine writing 
a short play for one actor on Zoom that was interactive and has 
something of a puzzle in it? I called it a puzzle play, not really 
knowing what that might mean. Chris took the weekend to say yes. 
Maybe there is a con artist element to it, he thought. That was his 
hook. We were off to the races. And A.C.T. commissioned Chris to 
write a Zoom play with a working title The Long Con.

This play was born out of necessity and had a very fast turnaround. 
We talked about casting early on. An actor that our audiences 
thought they knew well could be helpful. The brilliant and easygoing 
Stacy Ross was our first choice. What she has told you about the 
making of the piece is largely true. A lot of stories were shared; 
Chris then scripted it all, only to ask that Stacy in turn make the 
language at times her own.

This play has turned into a labor of love for our small but mighty 
creative team and company. I believe in its odd personality; part 
play, part seminar; part meeting, part hangout. I believe in its simple 
humanity—where does the writer end, and the actor begin? What 
is biographical, and whose biography is it? What is made up? I 
believe in its ambition: to give a few strangers, in each performance, 
a platform to talk, to reveal a little about themselves, first with Stacy 
Ross—one on one—and ultimately with each other. That’s the gift. 
That’s also the struggle. It’s a play of this moment for the moment.

We can now hopefully start to imagine re-entering the world of folks 
beyond our most intimate circle. We will be shy and out of practice 
conversing, let alone communing, for a spell. This play is an exercise 
to strengthen those slack muscles. It’s a rehearsal of sorts. Still over 
Zoom and at first facilitated and conned but ultimately just to set 
conversations in motion.

I write this letter not knowing if we succeeded. Communion has 
more degrees of freedom than most plays. There are blanks on 
the page. Prompts known but not answered. I cannot direct what 
happens between Stacy and a volunteer. I cannot direct what 
happens in the final breakout rooms. But we build toward it and 
hopefully make it safe, so we can feel a little braver when the curtain 
falls, or in this specific case when you are asked to “leave meeting.” 
Thank you for being great scene partners and participating in the 
making of a story—communing.

Be well.

Pam MacKinnon 
Artistic Director

https://www.act-sf.org/whats-on/subscriber-benefits/
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SPECIAL THANKS

STACY ROSS

HANA S. KIM
JESSIE AMOROSO
STEVE CUIFFO 
JOY MEADS 
ALLIE MOSS 
DANI BAE

PRODUCTION DESIGNER

COSTUME DESIGNER

CREATIVE CONSULTANT

DRAMATURG 

CASTING ASSOCIATE 

STAGE MANAGER

THE CAST

CREATIVE TEAM

COMMUNION STAFF

JACK HORTON
AMY DALBA
SABRA JAFFE
MEGAN MURRAY
MIRANDA ERIN CAMPBELL, PATRICK 
MAHONEY, & MADELINE YAGEL
MIRANDA ERIN CAMPBELL,  
KYM HAWKINS, PATRICK MAHONEY,  
& CHRISTINA M. STURKEN

PRODUCTION MANAGER 

INTERIM GENERAL MANAGER 

COMPANY MANAGER 

AUDIENCE SERVICES MANAGER 

THEATER HOSTS

COVID COMPLIANCE OFFICERS

 

JENNIFER  
BIELSTEIN
Executive Director

A.C.T. PRODUCING TEAM 
ANDY CHAN DONALD
LOUISA LISKA     
MARTIN BARRON 

ASSOCIATE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 

GENERAL MANAGER 

DIRECTOR OF PRODUCTION 

PAM  
MACKINNON
Artistic Director

By Christopher Chen   
Directed by Pam MacKinnon

A.C.T. would like to thank our generous 
supporters including our 

SEASON PRESENTERS:
Mrs. Barbara Bakar; Jerome L. and Thao N. 
Dodson; Bill Draper; Linda Jo Fitz; Priscilla 
and Keith Geeslin; Kirke and Nancy Hasson; 
James C. Hormel and Michael P.  
Nguyen-Hormel; Kenneth and Gisele 
Miller; Barbara Ravizza and John S. 
Osterweis; Toni Rembe and Arthur Rock; 
Robina Riccitiello; Mary and Steven Swig; 
Jay Yamada; Kay Yun and Andre Neumann-
Loreck.

COMPANY SPONSORS:
Mr. Rodney Ferguson and Ms. Kathleen 
Egan; Frannie Fleishhacker; Kevin and 
Celeste Ford; Fred M. Levin in honor of 
Nancy Livingston Levin, The Shenson 
Foundation; John Little and Heather 
Stallings Little; The Marymor Family Fund; 
Deedee McMurtry; Gerine Ongkeko; David 
and Carla Riemer; Patti and Rusty Rueff; 
Abby and Gene Schnair; Aaron Vermut and 
Adriana López Vermut; Nola Yee.

We recognize the following Lead 
Contributors to our Gala who helped make 
the commission of Communion possible:

Jill Cowan and Stephen Davis
Kathleen Donohue and David Sze
Kirke and Nancy Sawyer Hasson
Donald J. and Toni Ratner Miller/Joseph E. 
    and Julie Ratner
Robina Riccitiello
David and Carla Riemer
Abby and Gene Schnair
Mary and Steven Swig

This production of Communion is made 
possible in part by the National Endowment 
for the Arts

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT PROVIDED BY:

The Actor and Stage Manager employed in this production are members of Actors' Equity 
Association, the union of professional actors and stage managers in the United States.

The videotaping or making of electronic or other audio and/or visual recordings of this production, 
or distributing recordings on any medium, including the internet, is strictly prohibited.

Communion was commissioned and developed at A.C.T.

Jake Rodriguez
Mike Anderburg
Megan Barton

Ryan Cline
Eddie Ewell

Pat C. Hoy II
Kimberly Hollkamp-Dinon

Suzanne Hull
Grace Kim

Jonas Madden-Connor

Leeor Neeta
Brigid Canning Neff

Kathy Slazak
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ABOUT A.C.T.  
American Conservatory Theater is an essential gathering place that brings artists and communities together 
to inspire and provoke. Our mission is to engage the spirit of the San Francisco Bay Area, activate stories that 
resonate, promote a diversity of voices and points of view, and empower theater makers and audiences to celebrate 
liveness. We value inclusion, transformational learning, participation, and rigorous fun.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT
As part of our commitment to equity, diversity, and inclusion at A.C.T., we are in the process of building a meaningful 
relationship with the local Indigenous theater community. As part of this we begin by honoring the lands upon which 
we do our work. We would be proud to offer deep gratitude to the tribal band of Ramaytush Ohlone peoples and their 
lands that cover Northern California and down the Pacific coastline. Prior to the arrival of the Spanish in the 1700s, 
the Ramaytush Ohlone numbered approximately 1500 persons, and made their life on the sacred lands. Only a few 
families survived and still remain. Those descendants make up the membership of the Association of Ramaytush 
Ohlone (ARO) today. We honor the Ohlone as a people, their resilience, and all they have done and continue to do in 
maintaining sacred and ancestral lands, ceremony, and communities to this day.

AMERICAN CONSERVATORY THEATER BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Schatzie Allen-Jefferson  
Jennifer Bielstein
Ralph A. Clark 
Jill Cowan
Patrick Devlin
Jerome L. Dodson
Kathleen Donohue
Olympia Dukakis, in memoriam
Jesse Lee Eller
Linda Jo Fitz
Frannie Fleishhacker

Ken Fulk
Jo S. Hurley
David L. Jones
Jascha Kaykas-Wolff
James H. Levy
Heather Stallings Little
Pam MacKinnon
Lori Halverson Martin
Rodman Marymor
Katherine McGee
Michele Ballard Miller

Jeffrey S. Minick
Gerine Ongkeko
Toni Rembe
Michael Richter
Abby Sadin Schnair
Patrick S. Thompson
Joaquin Torres
Jeffrey W. Ubben
Jay Yamada
Nola Yee

AMERICAN CONSERVATORY THEATER MFA BOARD
Patrick S. Thompson, Chair
Norman Abramson
Carlotta Dathe
Danyon Davis 
Frannie Fleishhacker
Dianne Hoge

Christopher Hollenbeck
Luba Kipnis
Linda Kurtz
Jennifer Lindsay
Lori Halverson Martin  
Toni Ratner Miller

Mary Ann Munro
Joseph Ratner 
Toni Rembe
Abby Sadin Schnair
Anne Shonk

David Riemer, Chair
Kay Yun, President
Patti S. Hart, Treasurer
Adriana López Vermut, Secretary

Celeste Ford, Vice Chair
Priscilla Geeslin, Vice Chair
Robina Riccitiello, Vice Chair
Rusty Rueff, Vice Chair

Steven L. Swig, Vice Chair
Kirke M. Hasson, Immediate Past Chair 
Nancy Livingston Levin, 
Chair Emerita, in memoriam

AMERICAN CONSERVATORY THEATER EMERITUS ADVISORY BOARD
Barbara Bass Bakar
Rena Bransten
Jack Cortis
Joan Danforth
Dagmar Dolby
William Draper III

John Goldman
James Haire
Kent Harvey
Sue Yung Li
Christine Mattison
Joan McGrath

Deedee McMurtry
Mary S. Metz
Cherie Sorokin
Barry Lawson Williams
Carlie Wilmans
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WHO’S WHO IN COMMUNION

CHRISTOPHER CHEN (Playwright) 
is a playwright born and bred in San 
Francisco. His plays include Caught, The 
Headlands, The Hundred Flowers Project, 
The Late Wedding, Mutt, Passage, and 
You Mean To Do Me Harm. Honors: 2021 
USA Fellow, Obie Award for playwriting, 
Barrymore Award, Glickman Award, 
Lanford Wilson Award, Sundance 
Institute/Time Warner Fellowship, Paula 
Vogel Playwriting Award, and the inaugural 
Ollie Award. Current commissions: 
American Conservatory Theater, Audible, 
Cutting Ball, Playwrights Horizons, 
Portland Center Stage. Education: BA, 
UC Berkeley; MFA in playwriting, San 
Francisco State University.

JESSIE AMOROSO (Costume Designer) 
is currently the costume director at 
American Conservatory Theater where his 
costume design credits include Testament, 
Ah, Wilderness!, Love and Information, 
Underneath the Lintel, Chester Bailey, John, 
Vietgone, and this season’s MFA lineup. 
Bay Area theater design and styling credits 
include work at Marin Theatre Company, 
Center REPertory Company, California 
Theatre Center, Berkeley City Club, Marines’ 
Memorial Theater, Herbst Theatre, and 
the Palace of Fine Arts. Other highlights 
include designing two world premieres 
for Brad Erickson at New Conservatory 
Theatre Center. At Project Artaud/Z Space 
he designed Caligula featuring Nancy Carlin 
and A Round-Heeled Woman starring Sharon 
Gless and featuring Stacy Ross. Amoroso 
is a graduate of California State University 
Hayward (now CSU East Bay) and a member 
of United Scenic Artists local 829. In his spare 
time he has donated many hours of service to 
Broadway Cares Equity Fights Aids and the 
Richmond/Ermet Aid Foundation.  

PAM MACKINNON (Director & A.C.T. 
Artistic Director) is in her third season 
as A.C.T.’s fourth artistic director. She is 
a Tony, Drama Desk, and Obie award–
winning director, having directed upwards 
of 75 productions around the country, off 
Broadway, and on Broadway. Her Broadway 
credits include Beau Willimon’s The 
Parisian Woman (with Uma Thurman), 
David Mamet’s China Doll (with Al Pacino), 
Wendy Wasserstein’s The Heidi Chronicles 
(with Elisabeth Moss), Edward Albee’s A 
Delicate Balance (with Glenn Close and 
John Lithgow), Edward Albee’s Who’s 
Afraid of Virginia Woolf?, and Bruce 
Norris’s Clybourne Park. Her most recent 
credits include world premieres of Bruce 
Norris’s Downstate (Steppenwolf Theatre 

STACY ROSS 
is happy—and a 
little surprised, 
given the past 
year—to be back 
at A.C.T., having 
spent the last year 
in Zoom readings, 
gardening, and 
framing pictures 
. . . Last seen at 
A.C.T. in The 

Hard Problem. Other most recent work 
from “the before times” includes The 
Year of Magical Thinking at Aurora 
Theatre Company, The War of the Roses 
at California Shakespeare Theater, and 
Free For All (a New Miss Julie for a New 
World) at Cutting Ball Theater.

HANA S. KIM (Production Designer) 
is a designer whose recent credits include 
Sweet Land (The Industry) directed by 
Yuval Sharon; The Anonymous Lover (LA 
Opera) directed by Bruce Lemon; You 
Are Here (La Jolla Playhouse) directed 
by Marike Splint; Eve’s Song (The Public 
Theater) and The Untranslatable Secrets 
of Nikki Corona (Geffen Playhouse), both 
directed by Jo Bonney; Sweat (A.C.T.) and 
The Gangster of Love (Magic Theatre), 
both directed by Loretta Greco; Little 
Black Shadows, directed by May Adrales 
(South Coast Repertory). She is a recipient 
of the 2018 Richard E. Sherwood Award 
from Center Theatre Group and a Princess 
Grace Award for theater design. Her 
designs have won San Francisco Bay Area 
Theatre Critics Circle awards, a Helen 
Hayes Award, Stage Raw Theater awards, 
and StageSceneLA awards. hananow.com 

JOY MEADS (Dramaturg), a native of 
Oakland, is director of dramaturgy and new 
works at American Conservatory Theater. 
A.C.T. credits include Testmatch, Wakey, 
Wakey, Sweat, Men on Boats, Edward Albee’s 
Seascape, Her Portmanteau, The Great Leap, 
and Rhinoceros. Prior to A.C.T., she was literary 
manager/artistic engagement strategist at 
Center Theatre Group. CTG credits include 
Archduke, Good Grief, Appropriate, Forever, 
Marjorie Prime (2015 Pulitzer Prize finalist), 
A Parallelogram, The Royale, and Sleep 
(also: Brooklyn Academy of Music and Yale 
Repertory Theatre). Previously, Meads was 
literary manager at Steppenwolf Theatre 
Company and associate artistic director at 
California Shakespeare Theater. Meads is a 
co-founder of The Kilroys. (she/her)

Company, London’s National Theatre), 
Lydia R. Diamond’s Toni Stone (Roundabout 
Theatre Company, A.C.T.), Kate Attwell’s 
Testmatch (A.C.T.), and Edward Albee’s 
Seascape (A.C.T.). She grew up in Toronto, 
Canada, and Buffalo, New York, and majored 
in economics and political science at the 
University of Toronto. (she/her)

DANI BAE (Stage Manager) returns to 
A.C.T. for Communion. Bae recently stage 
managed A.C.T.’s Trouble in Mind, and 
assistant directed A Christmas Carol: On 
Air. A.C.T. assistant stage management 
credits: Testmatch, Heisenberg, The 
Birthday Party, and A Thousand Splendid 
Suns. Local stage management credits: 
Culture Clash (Still) in America (Berkeley 
Repertory Theatre), Her Portmanteau 
(A.C.T.), The Year of Magical Thinking, 
Detroit ‘67, Dry Powder, Luna Gale, and 
Splendour (Aurora). Other notable stage 
management credits include A Thousand 
Splendid Suns (Arena Stage, Seattle 
Repertory Theatre), the Bard Music Festival 
(Bard SummerScape), Urinetown: The 
Musical (American Theatre of Actors). 
Bae has a BFA in stage management from 
Syracuse University.

STEVE CUIFFO (Creative Consultant) 
is a theater maker who creates solo 
performance as well as collaborative works 
with other artists and theater companies. 
Cuiffo has consulted for theater on and off 
Broadway including Dana H.(Vineyard 
Theatre); The Thin Place (Playwrights 
Horizons); Everyday Rapture (Broadway); 
Old Hats (Signature Theatre); Antipodes 
(Signature Theatre & National Theatre 
London); A Public Reading of an Unproduced 
Screenplay About The Death of Walt Disney 
(Soho Rep.); Home and The Object Lesson 
(Brooklyn Academy of Music). Additionally, 
Cuiffo co-created Elephant Room with Geoff 
Sobelle and Trey Lyford.
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IN MEMORIAM

Olympia Dukakis, perhaps best known for her iconic film roles 
in Moonstruck (for which she won an Academy Award), Steel 
Magnolias, and Mr. Holland’s Opus, has long been part of the 
DNA of American Conservatory Theater. Bay Area audiences had 
the privilege of seeing Olympia in person on A.C.T.’s Geary stage 
where she played pivotal roles in Elektra, Vigil, Hecuba, A Mother, 
For the Pleasure of Seeing Her Again, and Singer’s Boy. In addition 
to her work onstage, Olympia was deeply invested in A.C.T.’s 
success as a theater company and as a school. She became a 
trustee on A.C.T.’s board where she helped to facilitate generous 
funding support and she taught classes for A.C.T.’s students on 
every visit. Bay Area audiences loved her, and she loved them 
right back. “The most important thing for Olympia was always the 
audience,” writes Carey Perloff, A.C.T.’s Artistic Director Emerita, 
in American Theatre. “Often, in the midst of working on a scene 
in rehearsal, she would stop and say to me, ‘What are we trying 
to say? Where are audience members to put their minds?’ The 
only thing that really mattered to Olympia was that those 
watching the play have an experience that was meaningful 
to them.”

Beyond A.C.T., Olympia’s impressive career spanned far and wide. 
She received her MFA from Boston University. She started two 
theater companies; one in Boston, and another in Montclair, New 
Jersey which she ran with her husband and acclaimed actor Louis 
Zorich as they raised their three children, Christina, Peter, and 
Stefan. In addition to her illustrious film career, Olympia also 
worked in television (most notably, originating the role of Anna 
Madrigal in the Tales of the City TV series) as well as on and off 
Broadway. A dedicated educator, Olympia taught acting for over 50 
years; she was a founding faculty member of the graduate acting 
program at New York University and she taught master classes all 
around the country. “When Olympia and I would meet, we always 
talked about her love of teaching the next generation, relishing 
classic texts and the big roles, and of course A.C.T.,” writes A.C.T. 
Artistic Director Pam MacKinnon. “She was an actor’s actor, a 
truth teller, generous with her time, committed to the work. 
She will be missed.”

Olympia Dukakis in A.C.T.’s Elektra, Hecuba, Vigil, and A Mother (top to bottom).

A TRIBUTE TO OLYMPIA DUKAKIS 
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FRANNIE FLEISHHACKER, CO-CHAIR  •  ROBINA RICCITIELLO, CO-CHAIR 
We are privileged to recognize Producers Circle members’ generosity during the May 1, 2020 - May 1, 2021 period. For 
information about Producers Circle membership, please contact Tiffany Redmon at 415.439.2482 or tredmon@act-sf.org.

†Lead Gala supporter *Leadership Circle Member 

◊Bravo Circle   **Deceased

Company Sponsors
($50,000–$99,999)
Mr. Rodney Ferguson and Ms.  

Kathleen Egan   
Frannie Fleishhacker   
Kevin and Celeste Ford †
Fred M. Levin in honor of Nancy 

Livingston Levin, The  
Shenson Foundation  †

John Little and Heather Stallings Little  ◊ †
The Marymor Family Fund  †
Burt** and Deedee McMurtry   
Gerine Ongkeko  ◊ 
David and Carla Riemer  ◊ †
Patti and Rusty Rueff  ◊ †
Abby and Gene Schnair †  
Mary and Steven Swig †  
Nola Yee   

Executive Producers 
($25,000–$49,999)
Lesley Ann Clement and Karl 

Lukaszewicz   
Frances and Patrick Devlin †   
Ray and Dagmar Dolby Fund   
The New Ark Fund †
Jesse Lee Eller †   
Patti and Milledge Hart †
Jo S. Hurley  ◊ †
Christopher and Leslie Johnson   
Jeri Lynn and Jeffrey W. Johnson   
Nion McEvoy and Leslie Berriman   
Donald J. and Toni Ratner Miller †
Marcy and Paul Nathan   
Bill Newmeyer, in memory of Nancy 

Newmeyer   
Peyton Bradley and Scott Patterson   
Elsa and Neil Pering  ◊ † 
Sara Eisner Richter and Michael Richter †   
Jeff and Laurie Ubben   
Aaron Vermut and Adriana López 

Vermut †   

Producers 
($15,000–$24,999)
Anonymous (2)   
Christopher and Debora Booth   
Ralph and Rebecca Clark   
Carlotta and Robert Dathe †   
Mr. and Mrs. Sandy Dean †
Philip and Judy Erdberg   
Concepción and Irwin Federman  ◊ 
John L. Garfinkle   
David and Lori Halverson Martin   
Ken Lamb  ◊ 
Dr. David Gaba and Deanna Mann   
Don and Judy McCubbin   
Clay Foundation - West   
Joseph E. and Julie Ratner †   
Kathleen Scutchfield   
Anne and Michelle Shonk  ◊ †
Cherie Sorokin †     

BARBARA BASS BAKAR  

JEROME L. AND  
THAO N. DODSON
Jerry is president of Parnassus 
Investments and serves on the boards 
of San Francisco Opera and A.C.T. Thao 
and Jerry have established scholarships 
for music education at the San Francisco 
Symphony, undergraduate education at 
UC Berkeley, and high school education 
for 125 girls in Vietnam.

BILL DRAPER
Bill is a member of the A.C.T. Emeritus 
Advisory Board. He is one of the West 
Coast’s first venture capitalists and the 
founder of Sutter Hill Ventures. He has 
received Lifetime Achievement Awards 
from the Silicon Valley Fast 50, the 
International Business Forum, and the 
National Venture Capital Association  

LINDA JO FITZ † 
Linda Jo Fitz is a member of A.C.T.’s  
Board of Trustees and the Finance 
Committee, and served as Treasurer. She 
had a nearly 35-year career in personal 
financial planning and investment 
management, having co-founded Kochis 
Fitz (later known as Aspiriant). Linda 
was named one of the Top 50 Women in 
Business by Wealth Manager Magazine 
in 2010, and given the Champion Award 
by Greenbelt Alliance in 2017.  

PRISCILLA AND KEITH GEESLIN
Priscilla is a vice chair of A.C.T.’s Board 
of Trustees. She is vice president and 
president elect of the SF Symphony, 
a board member of Grace Cathedral, 
and a board member and former 
chair of NARAL Pro-Choice America 
Foundation. Keith is president of SF 
Opera’s board and a board member 
of Episcopal Community Services. 

KIRKE AND NANCY 
SAWYER HASSON ◊ †
Kirke and Nancy have been A.C.T. 
subscribers for over 26 years, and Kirke 
is a trustee on A.C.T.’s board and its 
immediate past chair. They have enjoyed 
serving as hosts for seven students in 
A.C.T.’s Master of Fine Arts Program, and 
their daughter Kathryn was a frequent 
flier in A.C.T.’s Young Conservatory. 

KENNETH AND  
GISELE MILLER

JAMES C. HORMEL AND 
MICHAEL P. NGUYEN-HORMEL
James, the first openly gay US 
ambassador, founded the James C. 
Hormel Gay & Lesbian Center at the 
San Francisco Public Library (SFPL). 
Michael works alongside James on their 
charitable giving foundation, and has 
served on the SFPL Commission for 
two terms. A trustee of A.C.T., Michael 
is profoundly passionate about the arts 
and humanities.

 
 

BARBARA RAVIZZA AND  
JOHN S. OSTERWEIS
are excited to be season presenters 
at A.C.T. Osterweis is a graduate 
of Stanford Graduate School of 
Business, and was a senior analyst, 
concentrating on forest products 
and the paper industry, for several 
regional brokerage firms and later for 
E. F. Hutton & Company, Inc. Ravizza 
has lived in the Bay Area for 70 years 
and has always been interested in the 
arts. She worked as a designer and il-
lustrator in the publishing industry for 
John Wiley & Sons, Wadsworth, and 
Science Research Associates. For the 
last two decades, she has devoted 
herself to painting and drawing.

TONI REMBE AND 
ARTHUR ROCK
Past chair of A.C.T.’s Board of 
Trustees, Toni is a retired partner at 
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman. 
Arthur was one of America’s first 
venture capitalists. Along with other 
community endeavors, they are 
cofounders of the Arthur and Toni 
Rembe Rock Center for Corporate 
Governance at Stanford Law School.

ROBINA RICCITIELLO† 
  Robina is communications director for 
the Million Person Project, a company 
that helps people identify their core 
values to tell their personal story. She 
is involved with the UCLA Depression 
Grand Challenge, an effort to cure 
depression by the end of this century, 
and with NARAL Pro-Choice America. 

JAY YAMADA

KAY YUN AND ANDRE 
NEUMANN-LORECK †
President of A.C.T.’s Board of Trustees, 
Kay is a partner at private equity fund 
Health Evolution Partners. She is a 
trustee of Parnassus Funds and a board 
member of San Francisco University 
High School. Andre, the founder of On 
Tap Consulting, has held executive roles 
in startups and Fortune 500 companies.

Season Presenters ($100,000+)

Associate Producers
($10,000–$14,999)
Anonymous (2)    
Norman Abramson in celebration of  

David V. Beery †  
Paul Angelo and Cindy Low   
Dr. Barbara L. Bessey †   
Linda K. Brewer   
Linda Joanne Brown   
Mr. Mark Casagranda   
Janet Cluff   
Harold Cranston   
James and Julia Davidson   
Jill Cowan and Stephen Davis †
Dr. Allan P. Gold and Mr. Alan C. Ferrara *  
Marcia and John Goldman   
Dianne and Ron Hoge †   
Chris and Holly Hollenbeck †   
Alex Ingersoll and Martin Tannenbaum   
Sy Kaufman and Kerstin Edgerton   
Luba Kipnis and David Russel †  
Mr. Joel Krauska and Ms. Patricia Fox   
Paola and Richard Kulp   
Linda Kurtz †  
Pamela D. Lee   
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Levin   
Marcia and Jim Levy †   
Marmor Foundation/Drs Michael and Jane 

Marmor   
Mr. and Mrs. Robert McGrath   
Norman and Janet Pease   
Michelle Shonk   
Emmett and Marion Stanton
The Tournesol Project      
Carlie Wilmans †   
Beverly and Loring Wyllie  ◊  
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Benefactors 
($7,500–$9,999)
Anonymous (2)  ◊ 
Tom Frankel   
Katherine McGee †   
Terry and Jan Opdendyk  ◊ 
Dr. James Robinson and Ms. Kathy 

Kohrman   
Patrick S. Thompson †  
Mrs. Katherine G. Wallin and Mr. Homer 

Wallin      

Playwrights 
($5,000–$7,499)
Anonymous (2)    
Paul Asente and Ron Jenks   
Roger and Helen Bohl   
Kenyon Chan   
Steven and Karin Chase   
Susan and Ralph G. Coan, Jr.   
Richard DeNatale and Craig Latker   
Roberta and Steven Denning   
William H. Donner Foundation   
Vicki and David Fleishhacker   
Sameer Gandhi and Monica Lopez   
Marilee K. Gardner †  
Dr. and Mrs. Richard E. Geist  ◊ 
Glasser Family Fund   
Kaatri** and Doug Grigg †   
Kenneth Hitz   
Betty Hoener 
Schatzie Allen-Jefferson †  
David Jones and Joe D’Alessandro  ◊ † 
Sue Yung Li and Dale K. Ikeda   
Jennifer S. Lindsay  ◊ †
Christine and Stan Mattison †   
Mr. and Mrs. J. A. McQuown   
Mary and Gene Metz   
Maris Meyerson   
Michele Miller †  
Mr. Ronald Morrison  ◊ 
Tim Mott   
Mr. Daniel Murphy   
Paula and John Murphy   
Rich Rava and Elisa Neipp  ◊ 
LSP Family Foundation   
Susan Roos   
The Somekh Family Foundation   
Matthew and Lisa Sonsini   
Mr. Laurence L. Spitters   
The Sturman-Chu Family Trust   
Mr. M. H. Suelzle  ◊ 
Doug Tilden   
Katherine Welch   
Barbara and Chris Westover   
Andrew and Billie Wiesenthal        

Directors ($2,500–$4,999)
Anonymous   
Martha and Michael Adler   
Bruce and Betty Alberts  ◊ 
Lynn Altshuler and Stanley D. Herzstein   
Ms. Kay Auciello *  
Ms. Gwynn August   
Sara Barnes   
Jeanne and William Barulich   
Nancy and Joachim Bechtle   
Donna L. Beres and Terry Dahl   
David and Rosalind Bloom   
Peter Blume   
Audrey Bojack   
Mr. Mitchell Bolen and Mr. John 

Christner   
John C. Callan Jr   
Mrs. Libi Cape   
Teresa Clark and Martin Lay   
Mr. and Mrs. David Crane   
Joan T. Dea and Lionel F. Conacher   
Ira and Jerry Dearing   
Robert and Judith DeFranco   
Bonnie and Rick Dlott  ◊ 
Ms. Winn Ellis and Mr. David Mahoney   
Barb and Gary Erickson   
Charles** and Susan Fadley   
Mr. Alexander L. Fetter and Ms. Lynn 

Bunim   
Mr. Robert Feyer and Ms. Marsha 

Cohen  †
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Fowler   
Mrs. Susan Fuller   
William Garland and Michael Mooney   
Susan and Dennis Gilardi   
Barbara Grasseschi and Tony Crabb   
Ms. Ann M. Griffiths   
Melanie Schilling and Steve Hallock   
Ms. Kendra Hartnett and Robert Santilli   
Kent Harvey   
Ms. Marcia Hooper   
Robert and Riki Intner   
Harold and Lyn Isbell   
Ms. Carolyn Jayne   
Phil** and Edina Jennison   
Alan and Cricket Jones   
Mr. Lawrence Kern   
Ms. Pamela L. Kershner   
Mr. R. Samuel Klatchko   
Harold L. Wyman Foundation   
Ron and Mary Loar   
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Logan   
Ms. Gayla Lorthridge   
Dr. Steven Lovejoy and Dr. Thane 

Kreiner   
Jeff and Susanne Lyons   
Mr. Byron R. Meyer   
Ms. Nancy Michel  ◊ 
Jeffrey and Elizabeth Minick  ◊ †

John and Betsy Munz   
Mr. and Mrs. Merrill E. Newman   
Ms. Mary D. Niemiller   
Barbara O’Connor   
Mrs. Margaret O’Drain  ◊ 
Mary Jo O’Drain   
Margo and Roy Ogus   
Janet and Clyde Ostler  ◊ 
Gordon Radley   
Arvind Rajan   
John Riccitiello   
Jeff and Karen Richardson  ◊ 
Mr. Orrin W. Robinson, III   
J. Stuart Ryan   
Scott and Janis Sachtjen   
Kent and Nancy Clancy   
Jason Seifer and Brian Ayer   
Jacqueline Smith and Gary Glass   
Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Spears   
Steven and Chris Spencer   
Vibeke Strand, MD and Jack Loftis, PhD   
Richard and Michele Stratton   
Streets Family  ◊ 
Susan Terris   
Nancy Thompson and Andy Kerr   
Mrs. Helena Troy Wasp   
Kiran and Vino Verghese   
Arne and Gail Wagner †  
Ms. Margaret Warton and Mr. Steve 

Benting  ◊ 
Ms. Carol Watts   
Ms. Beth Weissman   
Irv Weissman and Family  ◊ 
Diane B. Wilsey   
Ken and Sharon Wilson   
Mr. and Mrs. Roy B. Woolsey   
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Wu   

DIANNE HOGE, CO-CHAIR  •  NOLA YEE, CO-CHAIR
We are privileged to recognize these members’ generosity during the May 1, 2020 - May 1, 2021 period.  
For information about Directors Circle membership, please contact Sasha Habash at 415.439.2415 or shabash@act-sf.org.

†Lead Gala supporter *Leadership Circle Member 

◊Bravo Circle  ** Deceased
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We are privileged to recognize Friends of A.C.T. members’ generosity during the  May 1, 2020 - May 1, 2021, period. Space 
limitations prevent us from listing all those who have generously supported the Annual Fund. For information about Friends 
of A.C.T. membership, please contact Hillary Bray at 415.439.2353 or hbray@act-sf.org. 
 
†Lead Gala supporter *Leadership Circle Member 

◊Bravo Circle  ** Deceased

Patrons ($1,200–$2,499) 
Anonymous (3)         
Mr. Larry Bardoff and Ms. Lilli Alberga   
Allen and Lynn Barr   
Jaclyn Broad   
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Butcher   
Ms. Sally A. Carlson and Mr. Karl Keesling   
Mr. Edward Conger   
Jean and Mike Couch   
Ms. Karen T. Crommie   
Michael De Nicola   
Madeline and Myrkle Deaton   
William Dewey   
Edward and Della Dobranski   
Mr. and Mrs. Gene D’Ovidio   
Sue and Ed Fish   
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick F. Flannery   
Elizabeth and Paul Fraley   
Ms. Susan Free   
Mark and Renee Greenstein   
Dr. and Mrs. Gabriel Gregoratos   
Alice Guild   
Dr. James and Suzette Hessler   
Mr. Kim Harris and Bennet Marks   
Mrs. Deirdre Henderson   
Adrienne Hirt and Jeffrey Rodman   
Tracy Brown and Greg Holland   
Ross Johnson  ◊ 
Michael Kim  ◊ 
George and Janet King   
Ms. Peggy Kivel   
Ms. Hamila Kownacki  ◊ 
Harold and Leslie Kruth   
Thomas and Barbara Lasinski   
Harriet Lawrie   
Julia Lobel   
Ross MacKinnon   
Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm MacNaughton   
Helen M. Marcus, in memory of David Williamson   
Carol Martin   
Elisabeth and Daniel McKinnon   
Dr. Margaret R. McLean   
Thomas and Lydia Moran   
Jane and Bill Neilson  ◊ 
Bruce Noble and Diane Elder   
Ms. Susan O’Brien   
Janine Paver and Eric Brown   
Cheryl Perko   
Helen Hilton Raiser   
Merrill Randol   
Mrs. Maria Elena Ratinoff   
Rick and Anne Riley   
Jillian C. Robinson *  
Barbara and Saul Rockman   
Michele and John Ruskin   
Ms. Monica Salusky and Mr. John Sutherland   
Joan Shafran and Rob Haimes   
Ann M. Shaw   
Richard and Jerry Smallwood   
Joe Tally and Dan Strauss   
Robert Tufts   
Steven and Jacqueline Tulsky   
John R. Upton Jr. and Janet Sassoon-Upton  ◊ 
Ms. Patricia Tomlinson and Mr. Bennet Weintraub   
Mr. and Mrs. David Wilcox   
Mordechai Winter  ◊ 
Victoria and Richard Zitrin,The Arthur and Charlotte 

Zitrin Foundation     

Sustainers ($750–$1,199)
Anonymous(2) 
Anne Berkeley     
Andrew Anagnost   
Rebecca and David Ayer  ◊ 
Mr. David N. Barnard  ◊ 
Ms. Pamela Barnes   
Ms. Edith Barschi †   
Mr. Daniel R. Bedford   
David and Michele Benjamin   
James Biondi   
Daniel Blumberg   
Carol M. Bowen and Christopher R. Bowen  ◊ 
Mr. Andrew Bradley and Mrs. Ellen Bradley   
Gayle and Steve Brugler   
Natalia Bushyager   
Ms. Allison Butler and Mr. Richard Peers   
Joy Carlin   
Denis Carrade and Jeanne Fadelli   
Todd H. Charles   
Michael Charlson and Susan Austin *  
Craig E. Claussen   
Amy Comer   
Beth Cumming   
James Cuthbertson   
Yogen and Peggy Dalal   
James R. Daus   
William Dinon   
Judi and Hal Dittmer   
Maria Donat   
Robert A. Ellis   
Marilynne Elverson   
Leif and Sharon Erickson   
Nancy and Jerry Falk   
Dr. Michael J. Finney   
Mr. William C. Fitch   
Frederick and Leslie Gaylord   
Alexandra Gifford   
Dr. Steven Goldberg   

David B. Goldstein and Julia Vetromile   
Bill and Nancy Grove   
Ms. Margaret Handelman   
Kaaren Hansen & Joseph Grass  ◊ 
Pete and Rebecca Helme   
Mr. William Insley   
Maxine Isaacs   
Kristin Jazdzewski   
Allan and Rebecca Jergesen   
Ms. Barbara Kado  ◊ 
Ms. Gretchen Kimball   
Sherrill and Janos Laszlo   
Barry and Ellen Levine   
Steve and Judy Lipson  ◊ 
Richard N. Hill and Nancy Lundeen   
Allan Mann and Seiji Morikawa  ◊ 
Susan Marinoff   
Ms. R. Vernie Mast   
Robert McCleskey   
Carol McCutcheon-Aguilar and Luis Aguilar   
Jenna McGraw  ◊ 
Glenmore-Rye Road Gang   
Dr. and Mrs. Beryl D. Mell   
Robert Monsour   
Joseph C. Najpaver and Deana Logan   
Mr. Len Nathan   
Ms. Nancy F. Noe   
Emilie and Douglas Ogden   
Mr. Lester Olmstead-Rose   
Barbara Paschke and David Volpendesta  ◊ 
Mr. David J. Pasta  ◊ 
Peter Pastreich and Jamie Whittington   
M Amr Razzak  ◊ 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Rino   
Karen and Bruce Rohde  ◊ 
Marguerite Romanello   
Mr. L. Kyle Rowley   
Dr. Caroline Emmett and Dr. Russell Rydel   
Lincoln Sanders   
Betty and Jack Schafer   
Mr. James J. Scillian   
Mr. Jim Sciuto  ◊ 
Ms. Karen Scussel and Mr. Curt Riffle   
Kate and Kip Sheeline   
Dr. Elliot and Mrs. Kathy Shubin   
Rick and Cindy Simons   
Raven Sisco  ◊ 
George and Camilla Smith   
Dr. and Mrs. J. Nevin Smith   
Diana L. Starcher   
Vera and Harold Stein   
Jeffrey Stern, M.D.   
Kay Stevens   
Margaret Stewart and Severin Borenstein   
Frances Stroh   
Ms. Joan Suzio  ◊ 
Jane and Jay Taber *  
Derek Taylor and Marcia Barrow Taylor   
Dr. Martin and Elizabeth Terplan   
Ms. Margaret Thompson   
The Laney and Pasha Thornton Foundation   
Barbara Tomber and Don Mathews   
Leon Van Steen   
Boris Veytsman   
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Vitt   
Mr. and Mrs. James Wagstaffe   
Carol Welch   
Mr. Richard West   
Amos Tappan Wilder   
Tess Williams  ◊ 
Kochis Wong   

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Zimbardo         

Multi-Year Donors 
Under $750
Anonymous  ◊    
Mr. Robert Abra  ◊ 
Ms. Dolores Ali  ◊ 
Robert Anderson  ◊ 

Ms. Christina M. Bailar  ◊ 
Teveia Rose Barnes and Alan Sankin  ◊ 
Ms. Susan Beech  ◊ 
Ms. Gloria Bell  ◊ 
Holland Bender  ◊ 
Carole Bennett  ◊ 
Mr. Andrew Bezella  ◊ 
Rachel Black *  
Steven Blasberg  ◊ 
Mr. John Bliss  ◊ 
Gail Block *  
Christine Bolt  ◊ 
Michael Borden  ◊ 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Bowman  ◊ 
Ken Brashear  ◊ 
Jeff Brody  ◊ 
Ms. Denise Brosseau *  
Mr. Larry E. Brown  ◊ 
Ms. Angela Brunton  ◊ 
Mario Caceres  ◊ 
Nancy Camarillo  ◊ 
Florence Cepeda and Earl Frick  ◊ 
Mr. Thomas R. Chambers *  
Mr. Robert J. Chapman  ◊ 
Ceil Cirillo *  
Dr. Michael V. Collins  ◊ 
Dr. and Mrs. William J. Comport  ◊ 
Bart Connally  ◊ 
Ms. Karen Crandall  ◊ 
Charles Cushner  ◊ 
Loni and Robert Dantzler *  
Michael De Rosa  ◊ 
Sylvia and Steven Dos Remedios  ◊ 
Ms. Jane Drake  ◊ 
Ann Dye  ◊ 
Julie Eastman  ◊ 
Alicia English  ◊ 
Susan Eschweiler  ◊ 
Toni Eslick  ◊ 
Frederick Evans  ◊ 
Ms. Connie J. Finster  ◊ 
Linda Fraley *  
Dan and Barbara Freeman  ◊ 
The Freiberg Family *  
Alan and Susan Fritz *  
Mr. Steven Frus  ◊ 
Jay Fry  ◊ 
Ms. Margaret Fuson *  
Ms. Marianne Gagen  ◊ 
Mr. Stephen Geisheker  ◊ 
Mr. Michael Geschwind  ◊ 
Martha Gish  ◊ 
Keith Goldstein  ◊ 
Dr. Floyd Gonella and Ms. Margaret Taylor *  
Ms. Carol A. Goodman and Mr. Anthony Gane  ◊ 
Larry Gordon  ◊ 
Ms. JeNeal Granieri and Alfred F. McDonnell  ◊ 
Ms. Gail Ann Greely  ◊ 
Ms. Janet Greene  ◊ 
Ms. Gladys Guenther  ◊ 
Marcia Gugenheim  ◊ 
Ms. Marlyne L. Hadley  ◊ 
Mr. David C. Hale  ◊ 
Lisa A. Hane and Hugh Y. Rienhoff Jr.  ◊ 
Kathy Hart *  
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Hassett *  
Lawrence Hill  ◊ 
Dr. Beverly Vaughn Hock *  
Johnson Hor  ◊ 
Thomas Hubbard  ◊ 
Sylvia M. Johnson  ◊ 
Karen Johnson-McKewan  ◊ 
Mr. Robert Jones  ◊ 
Jeffrey and Loretta Kaskey *  
Georgene Keeler  ◊ 
Mr. Erwin Kelly *  
Dr. and Mrs. James E. Kent  ◊ 
Lisa Key  ◊ 
Sylvia Shamim Khan and Chris Waddell  ◊ 
Nelda Kilguss *  
Ms. JoAnn Knecht  ◊ 

Zachary Knower  ◊ 
Stewart Kramer  ◊ 
Michelle Krumland  ◊ 
Ms. Barbara Kuklewicz  ◊ 
Careful Clean  ◊ 
Laura Leibowitz  ◊ 
Ms. Sally Lopez *  
Peggy Lowndes  ◊ 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Luehrmann  ◊ 
Samantha and Laurence Lyons  ◊ 
Alan Markle  ◊ 
Sue May  ◊ 
Mr. Stephen Merlo  ◊ 
Charles P Miller  ◊ 
Mr. Charles Moody  ◊ 
Ellen Moore  ◊ 
Ms. Roberta Mundie  ◊ 
Ms. Linda Myers  ◊ 
Peter and Elise Navin  ◊ 
Tim Nesbitt  ◊ 
Nancy Nicholson  ◊ 
Ms. MaryAnn Nickel  ◊ 
Stephen and Julia Nocita  ◊ 
Michael T. O’Connor and Tanya Wodinsky  ◊ 
Susan O’Doherty  ◊ 
Ms. Brenda Olwin *  
Pamela Orloff  ◊ 
Mr. James O’Toole  ◊ 
Ms. Maryann Pacula  ◊ 
Carol J. Palmer  ◊ 
Mr. Jeff Pekrul  ◊ 
DiAnn Perko  ◊ 
Ms. Genevieve Plusa  ◊ 
Ms. Margaret Poggio  ◊ 
Jann Reed  ◊ 
Mr. Matt Reid  ◊ 
Pete Richards  ◊ 
Peter and Carla Riechers  ◊ 
John and Kyoko Robinson  ◊ 
Ms. Bianca Rosario  ◊ 
Fred Rosenblum  ◊ 
Charles Roslof  ◊ 
Dr. David Rovno  ◊ 
Ms. Tobi Rubin  ◊ 
Laura Jo Ruffin  ◊ 
Ms. Hazel Rule  ◊ 
Frances Q. Schaeffer  ◊ 
Frank Schirrmeister  ◊ 
George and Paula Schlesinger  ◊ 
Ms. Lauren A. Schwartz  ◊ 
Ms. Karen A. Scott  ◊ 
Ms. Linda Scourtis  ◊ 
Steven and Barbara Segal *  
Joseph Sieger and Stuart Dick  ◊ 
Mr. Lisa Silveria  ◊ 
Virginia Smith  ◊ 
Mr. Ronald Steininger *  
Mrs Lillian Steinle  ◊ 
Jennifer Steinmann  ◊ 
Diana Stewart  ◊ 
Erica Stinemates  ◊ 
Mark Chaitkin and Cecilia Storr  ◊ 
Ms. Carol R. Strand  ◊ 
Rachel Stuart  ◊ 
Scott Sutherland  ◊ 
Mr. John E. Sweeney and Ms. Lana Basso  ◊ 
Yankin Tanurhan  ◊ 
Scot Terry  ◊ 
Dale Underwood and Kirsti Aho  ◊ 
Ms. Gretchen Von Duering  ◊ 
Sharon Vosmek  ◊ 
Katherine and Adrian Wadley  ◊ 
Ms. Marla M. Walcott  ◊ 
Ms. Ludmila Waluto  ◊ 
Dr. Lawrence B. Weiss  ◊ 
Ms. Kathryn Wheble  ◊ 
Marissa White  ◊ 
Ms. Mary Wolfe  ◊ 
Dr. and Mrs. Marvin B. Zwerin  ◊ 

Gifts made before October 1, 2020

Jason Seifer and Brian Ayer
David and Michele Benjamin
Fred Berger
Carla and Gerald Berman
Jennifer Bielstein and Shane Spaulding
Nikki Blum
Ms. Sally A. Carlson and Mr. Karl Keesling
Janet Cluff
Carlotta and Robert Dathe
James Daus and Larissa Read
Roberta and Steven Denning
Steve Weiner & Norm Dito
Philip and Judy Erdberg
Linda Jo Fitz
Marcia and John Goldman
Janet Gordon
Roger Grunwald 
Kirke and Nancy Sawyer Hasson
Ms. Beth Hurwich
Alex Ingersoll and Martin Tannenbaum
Maxine Isaacs

Jeri Lynn and Jeffrey W. Johnson
Ms. Gretchen Kimball 
Luba Kipnis and David Russel
Doria Leong 
Fred M. Levin, The Shenson Foundation In 

Memory of Nancy Livingston Levin 
Susan Mackenzie
Susan Marinoff
James D. Marver
Glenmore-Rye Road Gang
Maris Meyerson 
James Monteleone 
James C. Hormel and Michael P. Nguyen-Hormel
Carol Paull 
Joyce Pavlovsky
Caitlin A. Quinn and Peter C. Garenani
Helen Hilton Raiser 
Tiffany Redmon 
Toni Rembe and Arthur Rock
David and Carla Riemer 
Dr. Caroline Emmett and Dr. Russell Rydel 

Joan Saffa 
Dorothy Saxe 
Joan Shafran and Rob Haimes 
Anne and Michelle Shonk 
Glenn D. Siegler 
Vera and Harold Stein 
Susan Sterling 
Rachel Stuart 
Roselyne C. Swig 
Jill Switzer 
Doug Tilden 
Barbara Tomber and Don Mathews 
Tim M. Whalen 
Carlie Wilmans 
Mr. Jonathon Wise and Ms. Cheryl Davis
Kochis Wong 
Roberta Wong 
Anita Wornick
Kay Yun and Andre Neumann-Loreck 
Dr. and Mrs. Marvin B. Zwerin

Gifts Made In Memory Of Nancy Livingston Levin

23  ACT-SF.ORG



10 ACT-SF.ORG

Providing a Legacy for A.C.T.

Gifts Designated to A.C.T.
Anonymous (2)

Norman Abramson in celebration of David V. 

Beery

Mr. Anthony Alfidi

Judith and David Anderson

Ms. Kay Auciello

Nancy Axelrod

Ms. Mary Lou Baird

Mr. Eugene Barcone

Teveia Rose Barnes and Alan Sankin

Robert H. Beadle

Ms. Susan B. Beer

Leo and J. Michael Berry-Lawhorn

Dr. Barbara L. Bessey

Mr. Arthur Bredenbeck and Mr. Michael Kilpatrick

Linda K. Brewer

Ms. Agnes Chen Brown

Martin and Geri Brownstein

Gayle and Steve Brugler

Ms. Carol Buchser

Christine Bunn and William Risseeuw

Mr. Bruce Carlton

Florence Cepeda and Earl Frick

Ms. Paula Champagne and Mr. David Watson

Steven and Karin Chase

Lesley Ann Clement and Karl Lukaszewicz

Janet Cluff

Patricia Corrigan

Jack and Susan Cortis

Ms. Joan Danforth

Richard Davis-Lowell and Bill Lowell

Mrs. Carl Degler

Sharon Dickson

Jerome L. and Thao N. Dodson

Bill Draper

Drs. Peter and Ludmila Eggleton

Linda Jo Fitz

Frannie Fleishhacker

Kevin and Celeste Ford

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Fowler

Alan and Susan Fritz

Mr. and Mrs. Russell Fudge

Marilee K. Gardner

Michele Garside, PhD

Dr. Allan P. Gold and Mr. Alan C. Ferrara

Dr. A. Goldschlager**

Ruth Goldstine and David Weber

Ms. Carol A. Goodman and Mr. Anthony Gane

Ms. JeNeal Granieri and Alfred F. McDonnell

James Haire and Timothy Cole

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Halliday

Ms. Terilyn Hanko

Richard H. Harding

Kent Harvey

William E. Hawn

Betty Hoener

Dr. and Mrs. Richard W. Horrigan

Jo S. Hurley

Alex Ingersoll and Martin Tannenbaum

Mr. Barry Johnson

Ms. Robin Johnson and Ms. Dottie Lofstrom

Carol and Paul Kameny

Dr. and Mrs. Stewart Karlinsky

Nelda Kilguss

Heather M. Kitchen

Jonathan Kitchen and Nina Hatvany

Catherine Kuss and Danilo Purlia

Stephanie Hencir Lamey and Patrick Lamey

Mr. Philip C. Lang

Mindy Lechman

Ms. Marcia Leonhardt

Marcia and Jim Levy

Jennifer S. Lindsay

Ms. Paulette Long

Dr. Steven Lovejoy and Dr. Thane Kreiner

Melanie and Peter Maier - John Brockway 

Huntington Foundation

Mr. Jeffrey P. Malloy

The Kenneth and Muriel Marks Living Trust

Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Marron

John B. McCallister

John G. McGehee

Dr. Margaret R. McLean

Burt** and Deedee McMurtry

Mary and Gene Metz

J. Sanford Miller

Milton Mosk and Thomas Foutch

Pennie Needham

James C. Hormel and Michael P. Nguyen-Hormel

Mr. Dante Noto

Patricia Patton

Elsa and Neil Pering

Barbara Phillips

Robert and Marcia Popper

Kellie Raines

Bertram and Anne W. Raphael

Mrs. Maria Elena Ratinoff

John and Karen Kopac Reis

Toni Rembe and Arthur Rock

Mary L. Renner

Ellen Richard

Jillian C. Robinson

Susan Roos

Ms. Andrea Rouah

Dr. David Rovno

Ms. Pamela Royse

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Sandberg

Brian Savard and Andrew Smith

Sonja Schmid

Mr. Harold E. Segelstad

Dr. F. Stanley Seifried**

Ms. Ruth A. Short

Dr. Elliot and Mrs. Kathy Shubin

Cherie Sorokin

Ruth and Alan L. Stein**

Bert** and LeAnne Steinberg

Jasmine Stirling

Mr. John E. Sweeney and Ms. Lana Basso

Jane and Jay Taber

Marilyn E. Taghon

Nancy Thompson and Andy Kerr

Mr. Dayton E. Torrence

Michael E. Tully

Herman Victor

Ms. Nadine Walas

Ms. Marla M. Walcott

Mrs. Katherine G. Wallin and Mr. Homer Wallin

Paul Weintraub and Raymond Szczesny

Ms. Beth Weissman

Tim M. Whalen

Barry Williams and Lalita Tademy

Kay Yun and Andre Neumann-Loreck 

Gifts Recieved by  A.C.T..
The Estate of Barbara Beard

The Estate of John Bissinger

The Estate of Ronald Casassa

The Estate of Rosemary Cozzo

The Estate of Nancy Croley

The Estate of Leonie Darwin

The Estate of Mary Jane Detwiler

The Estate of Olga Diora

The Estate of Mortimer Fleishhacker

The Estate of Mary Gamburg

The Estate of Rudolf Glauser

The Estate of Phillip E. Goddard

The Estate of Mrs. Lester G. Hamilton

The Estate of Sue Hamister

The Estate of Howard R. Hollinger

The Estate of William S. Howe, Jr.

The Estate of Ines R. Lewandowitz

The Estate of Thomas H. Maryanski

The Estate of Michael L. Mellor

The Estate of Adrienne Hiscox Mitchell

The Estate of Bruce Tyson Mitchell

The Estate of Gail Oakley

The Estate of Shelly Osborne

The Estate of Dennis Edward Parker

The Estate of Rose Penn

The Estate of Shepard P. Pollack

The Estate of Margaret Purvine

The Estate of Gerald B. Rosenstein

The Estate of Charles Sassoon

The Estate of Marvin Tanigawa

The Estate of Olivia Thebus

The Estate of Ayn and Brian Thorne

The Estate of Sylvia Coe Tolk

The Estate of Elizabeth Wallace

The Estate of Frances Webb

The Estate of William R. Weir

The Estate of William Zoller 

JO S. HURLEY, CHAIR   
A.C.T. gratefully acknowledges the Prospero Society members listed below, 
who have made an investment in the future of A.C.T. by providing for the 
theater in their estate plans. 

**Deceased

Memorial & Tribute Gifts
Paul Kirkland In Honor Of A.C.T.’s Performers

Ms. Jean Doble In Honor Of artists, actors, costumers, production 

crew

Marilyn Dunn In Honor Of Freddie Baldonado

Ms. Susan McConkey In Honor Of Marco Barricelli

Fred M. Levin In Honor Of Jennifer Bielstein’s Birthday

Susan Medak and Gregory S. Murphy In Honor Of Jennifer Bielstein

Ann Smulka In Honor Of Bess Blackburn

Edythe Chan In Honor Of Andy Donald

Gerine Ongkeko In Honor Of 40 Under 40 Honoree, Andy Chan 

Donald

Julienne Pearson In Honor Of Jeana Eastman

Sandra Bragar and Jerome Rossen In Honor Of Linda Jo Fitz

Maris Meyerson In Honor Of Linda Jo Fitz

HE Miller Giving Fund In Honor Of Linda Jo Fitz

Sandi and Mark Randall In Honor Of Frannie Fleishhacker

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Fischer In Honor Of Marilee Gardner

Ms. MaryAnn Nickel In Honor Of Thomas Hanley

Antoinette and Edmun Sarraille In Honor Of Patti and Milledge Hart

Richard and Sheryl Donaldson In Honor Of Nancy and Kirke Hasson

Daniel Zielaski In Honor Of Jascha Kaykas-Wolff

Mr. Andrew Bradley and Mrs. Ellen Bradley In Honor Of Marcia and 

Jim Levy

Joy Kellman In Honor Of Jim and Marcia Levy

Dr. Sandra L. Lillie In Honor Of Dakota Lillie

Mr. and Mrs. Sandy Dean In Honor Of Adriana Lopez Vermut

Peyton Bradley and Scott Patterson In Honor Of Macbeth

Alison Tatlock In Honor Of Pam MacKinnon

Lynn Rosenthal In Honor Of David and Lori Martin

Neil Cormia In Honor Of Rod Marymor and Breezy

Mr. and Mrs. Gene D’Ovidio In Honor Of Rodman Marymor

Robert Moss In Honor Of Allie Moss and Sam Cooper

Jaime Caban and Rob Mitchell In Honor Of Mark Peters

Cheryl Derricotte In Honor Of Robina Riccitiello

John Riccitiello In Honor Of Delores Riccitiello

Sandra and John W. Thompson In Honor Of Robina Riccitiello

Jan B Sargent In Honor Of Sally Rosenblatt

Peter Blume In Honor Of Hannah Roth-Evans

Frances Q. Schaeffer In Honor Of Emily Schaeffer & Zev Valancy

David and Lori Halverson Martin In Honor Of Casey Schryer and Craig 

Slaight

Suzanne Leonoudakis In Honor Of Casey Schryer

Lilian Shackelford Murray In Honor Of Casey Schryer

Sally and Jim Shapiro In Honor Of Casey Schryer

Kate and Kip Sheeline In Honor Of Casey Schryer

Michelle Shonk In Honor Of Anne Shonk

Eric and Susan Nitzberg In Honor Of Craig Slaight

Anonymous In Honor Of Craig Slaight

Stephen Tann In Honor Of Michael Tann

WIlliam Irwin In Honor Of The Geary Crew and Front of House

Heather Box In Honor Of The women in business initiative via Robina 

Riccitiello

Ann Alpers and Shawn Hanson In Honor Of Kay Yun

Katherine Welch In Honor Of Kay Yun

Ms. Jamie Ney In Memory Of Anne Adams

Anonymous In Memory Of Ruth Asawa

Michael Kim In Memory Of Youngmee Baik

Carol and Don Hardesty In Memory Of Bart Cannon

Fred M. Levin In Memory Of Lloyd Cluff

Renee Romo In Memory Of Rick Cooper

Ms. JeNeal Granieri and Alfred F. McDonnell In Memory Of Lyle 

Crawford

Maria Donat In Memory Of Peter Donat

Dan and Barbara Freeman In Memory Of Sara Freeman Pepper

Mr. Jason Cunanan In Memory Of Randy Gottfried

Mr. David J. Pasta In Memory Of Gloria Guth

Ms. MaryAnn Nickel In Memory Of Thomas Hanley

Susan L. Kaplan In Memory Of Richard M. Kaplan

Ms. Pamela L. Kershner In Memory Of Marian and Richard Kershner

Zachary Knower In Memory Of Rosemary Knower

James Clarke In Memory Of Frances & Milton Mecchi

Ms. Nancy Michel In Memory Of Glen Michel

Mr. Christopher Carter In Memory Of Olga Mylan

Peter Kogan In Memory Of Olga Mylan

Victor La Gamma and June Pieratti In Memory Of Olga Mylan

Ronald Mayer In Memory Of Olga Mylan

Dan Reiss In Memory Of Olga Mylan

Barbara O’Connor In Memory Of John V. O’Connor

Richard and Victoria Larson In Memory Of Dennis Powers

Joan W. Sadler Trust In Memory Of Joan Sadler

Todd H. Charles In Memory Of Dr. Robert E. Scheid, Jr.

Richard Gibson and Paul Porcher In Memory Of Robert Simpson

Sally-Ann and Ervin Epstein, Jr. In Memory Of Alan Stein

Alan Mark In Memory Of Alan Stein

Ms. Joy Eaton In Memory Of Todd Wees

Helen M. Marcus In Memory Of David J. Williamson

Liza Lopez In Memory Of those we have lost this year

Ms. Sue Sommer In Memory Of The many years of stellar productions 

I have enjoyed at A.C.T. Thank you.

The following members of the A.C.T. community made gifts in memory and in honor of friends,  
colleagues, and family members of $100 or more during  the  May 1, 2020 - May 1, 2021, period.

For more information  
about Prospero Society 
membership, please contact
Sasha Habash 
Associate Director of 
Individual Giving 
415.439.2415
shabash@act-sf.org
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PRODUCING PARTNERS 
($15,000–$24,999)
Theatre Forward
Cozen O’Connor

DIRECTING PARTNERS 
($10,000–$14,999)
JP Morgan Chase & Co.
Perkins Coie LLP
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw  

Pittman LLP

STAGE PARTNERS 
($5,000–$9,999)
PG&E 
RBC Wealth Management
Schoenberg Family Law Group

Foundations and Government Agencies 
The following foundations and government agencies provide vital support for A.C.T.  
For more information, please contact Associate Director of Development  
Nicole Chalas at 415.439.2337 or nchalas@act-sf.org.

$100,000 and above
Department of Children,  

Youth & Their Families
Doris Duke Charitable 

Foundation
The William Randolph Hearst 

Foundations
The William and Flora  

Hewlett Foundation
Jewels of Charity, Inc.
Koret Foundation
San Francisco Grants  

for the Arts
The Shubert Foundation

$50,000–$99,999
National Endowment for  

the Arts 
The Bernard Osher  

Foundation 

$25,000–$49,999
Anonymous 
California Arts Council 
The Sheri and Les Biller Family 

Foundation 
Department of Education 
The Edgerton Foundation
Walter and Elise Haas Fund
The Kimball Foundation 
The Virginia B. Toulmin  

Foundation

$10,000–$24,999
Davis/Dauray Family Fund
The Stanley S. Langendorf 

Foundation
Marin Community Foundation
Laird Norton Family  

Foundation 
San Francisco Arts 

Commission
The Sato Foundation
The Zellerbach Family  

Foundation

$5,000–$9,999
Anonymous
The Bill Graham Memorial 

Foundation
Edna M. Reichmuth  

Educational Fund of  
The San Francisco  
Foundation

Business Leadership Council
Patrick Devlin, Chair,

 Freedom Financial Network

Jerome L. Dodson, Parnassus

 Investments

Celeste Ford, Stellar Solutions

Kirke M. Hasson, Pillsbury Winthrop

 Shaw Pittman LLP

Jascha Kaykas-Wolff, Lytics

Jeffrey Minick, Bank of America

David Riemer, UC Berkeley

Dutta Satadip, Active Campaign

Steven L. Swig, Presidio World College

Patrick S. Thompson, Perkins Coie LLP

Jeffrey W. Ubben, ValueAct Capital

Kay Yun, Health Evolution Partners

PRESENTING 
PARTNERS 
($25,000–$49,999)

EXECUTIVE PARTNERS  
($50,000 +)

Corporate Membership Program 
 
As the Bay Area’s leading theater, A.C.T. provides unique partnership opportunities to the business sector,
including visibility before an affluent and influential audience, entrée to creative and dynamic spaces for
client entertaining and business meetings, and exceptional artistic insiders’ experiences like backstage
tours, meet-and-greets with artists, and so much more. Member companies support the artistic mission of
A.C.T., including A.C.T.’s investment in helping to develop the next generation of the Bay Area’s creative and
empathetic workforce through our vibrant artist training and education and community outreach
programs serving over 20,000 young people each year. For more information, please contact
Associate Director of Development Nicole Chalas at 415.439.2337 or nchalas@act-sf.org.

OFFICIAL HOTEL PARTNER

MEDIA PARTNER

Theatre Forward and Bank of 
America's ACTivate Awards
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Gifts in Kind 
A.C.T. thanks the following donors for their generous contributions of goods and services.

Acxiom Corporation
Adobe Systems Inc.
Apple, Inc.
Applied Materials
AT&T Foundation
Bank of America
Bank of America Foundation
Bank of New York Mellon
 Community Partnership

Corporations Matching Annual Fund Gifts 
As A.C.T. is both a cultural and an educational institution, many employers will match individual 
employee contributions to the theater. The following corporate matching gift programs honor their 
employees’ support of A.C.T., multiplying the impact of those contributions.

BlackRock
Charles Schwab
Chevron
Chubb & Son
Dell Direct Giving Campaign
Dodge & Cox
Ericsson, Inc.
Federated Department Stores
The Gap

GE Foundation
Google
Hewlett-Packard
IBM International Foundation
JPMorgan Chase
Johnson & Johnson Family
 of Companies
Levi Strauss Foundation
Lockheed Martin Corporation

Macy’s, Inc.
Merrill Lynch & Co.
 Foundation, Inc.
Northwestern Mutual
 Foundation
Pacific Gas and Electric
Arthur Rock
Salesforce
State Farm Companies
 Foundation 

The Clorox Company
 Foundation
The James Irvine Foundation
The Morrison & Foerster
 Foundation
TPG Capital, L.P.
Verizon
Visa International
John Wiley and Sons, Inc.

Theatre Forward Current Funders 
List as of October 2020

Theatre Forward advances the American theater and its communities by providing funding and 
other resources to the country’s leading nonprofit theatres. Theatre Forward and its theaters 
aremost grateful to the following funders:

$50,000 AND ABOVE
AT&T◆

Bank of America•

Pamela Farr & Buford Alexander
Citi
The Schloss Family Foundation◆•

Wells Fargo◆

$25,000–$49,999
The Augustine Foundation◆

BNY Mellon
Cognizant
Dorsey & Whitney LLP
Goldman, Sachs & Co.
MetLife
Morgan Stanley

$15,000–$24,999
American Express
Mitchell J. Auslander/Willkie Farr  

& Gallagher◆

Bloomberg Philanthropies
Steven & Joy Bunson◆

Paula A. Dominick
The Estée Lauder Companies 

Inc.

*National Society Membership 

†Includes in-kind support 

◆  Educating through Theatre Support 

•Advancing Strong Theatre Support
Lead Gala supporter

For a complete list of funders visit, 
theatreforward.org.

3 Corners Wine
ACORN Winery/Alegria Vineyard 
Blue Angel Vodka
CyberTools for Libraries

Joe Tally and Dan Strauss
The Marker Hotel
Premium Port Wines, Inc.

Bruce R. & Tracey Ewing
EY
Mr. Anthony C. Lembke &  

Ms. Diane S. Lembke*◆

Marsh & McLennan Companies, Inc.
Pfizer, Inc.
Jonathan Maurer &  

Gretchen Shugart◆

Daniel A. Simkowitz & Mari Nakachi
Southwest Airlines◆†
TD Charitable Foundation◆

UBS

$10,000–$14,999
Aetna
DELL
Fischer Jordan LLC
KLDiscovery
Evelyn Mack Truitt*
Maurer Family Foundation◆ 
Lisa Orberg◆ 
Presidio
Patti & Rusty Rueff Foundation
RBC Wealth Management
Raja Sengupta

S&P Global
James S. & Lynne P. Turley*
Isabelle Winkles
Steven Bunson

$5,000–$9,999
AudienceView†
DLR◆

Dramatists Play Service, Inc.
Irwin & Rosalyn Engleman
Alan & Jennifer Freedman*◆

John Gore Organization
Floyd Green
Roe Green*
Richard K. Greene
Nancy Hancock Griffith*◆

Joyce & Gregory Hurst
Mary Kitchen & Jon Orszag*
Robin and Bob Paulson  

Charitable Fund
Rando Santa Fe Foundation 

Sanderson Donor Advised 
Fund

Donna & Jack Sennott*
John Thomopoulos

Terrence P. Yanni
Gretchen Shugart
Roe Green
Bank of New York Mellon
Mitchell Auslander
Judy R. Bartlett
Richard K. Greene
James Turley

$1,500–$4,999
Joe Baio & Anne Griffin*
Sheri and Les Biller Foundation
Christopher Campbell
Nicole Clay
Dewitt Stern
Christ Economos*
Lucy Fato & Matt Detmer*
Steven & Donna Gartner*◆

Jessica Farr◆

Libshap Realty Corporation
Louise Moriarty &  

Patrick Stack *
Frank & Bonnie Orlowski
Robert A. Rosenbaum
Daryl & Steven Roth Foundation◆

David Schwartz &  
Amy Langer*

Stephanie Scott◆

Elliott Sernel & Larry Falconio*
George & Pamela Smith*
Alison Tam*
Ten Chimneys Foundation
Michael A. Wall*
Mary Beth Winslow &  

Bill Darby
Vicki & Carl Zeiger*
Joseph Yurick
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CREATED BY THOMAS KAIL, LIN-MANUEL MIRANDA,  
AND ANTHONY VENEZIALE
DIRECTED BY THOMAS KAIL

JAN 21–FEB 13, 2022 | GEARY THEATER

BY MARÍA IRENE FORNÉS
DIRECTED BY PAM MACKINNON  

MAR 24–MAY 1, 2022 | STRAND THEATER

BY STEFANO MASSINI  ADAPTED BY BEN POWER 
DIRECTED BY SAM MENDES  

APR 20–MAY 22, 2022 | GEARY THEATER

BY DOMINIQUE MORISSEAU 
CHOREOGRAPHED BY CAMILLE A. BROWN
DIRECTED BY KAMILAH FORBES

SEP 16–OCT 16, 2022 | GEARY THEATER

GET READY FOR “THE HIPPEST TRIP IN AMERICA” WITH THE WORLD PREMIERE OF SOUL TRAIN

“MAGNIFICENT. A GENUINELY EPIC PRODUCTION” 
                         —THE NEW YORK TIMES

“REVOLUTIONARY! GET READY FOR  
  THE MASTERWORK NO ONE HAS SEEN” 

“FAST, FURIOUS, FUNNY, AND WILDLY ENTERTAINING” 
                        —THE HOLLYWOOD REPORTER

FOUR-PLAY PACKAGES START AT $95! 
ACT-SF.ORG

THE NATIONAL THEATRE AND NEAL STREET PRODUCTIONS’

A WORLD-PREMIERE MUSICAL

                                                                                                             —THE NEW YORK TIMES

LEAD SPONSOR

https://www.act-sf.org/whats-on/subscriber-benefits/

