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Renée Fleming

The superb soprano gives a recital in Los
Angeles, sings Richard Strauss’ Four Last
Songs in San Francisco, then travels around
the state on a recital tour. Feb. 24, Dorothy
Chandler Pavilion, Los Angeles, (213) 365-
3500, www.losangelesopera.com; Feb.
27-March 2, Davies Symphony Hall, San
Francisco, (415) 864-6000, www.sfsym-
phony.org; March 17, Orange County Per-
forming Arts Center, Costa Mesa, (714)
556-2787, www.ocpac.org; March 19,
Arlington Theatre, Santa Barbara, (805)
963-4408, www.camasb.org; March 22,
California Center for the Arts, Escondido,
(760) 839-4100, www.aricenter.org.

Vienna Philharmonic
Bernard Haitink leads one of the world’s
greatest orchestras in symphonies by Mozart,
Schubert, and Bruckner. March 11-13,
Orange County Performing Arts Center, Costa
Mesa, (714) 556-2787, www.ocpac.org.

L.A. Philharmonic

Esa-Pekka Salonen continues his Schoen-
berg survey with Transfigured Night, on a
program that also features Mahler's Song
of Lamentation. March 22-24, Dorothy
Chandler Pavilion, Los Angeles, (323)
850-2000, www.laphil.org.

Debussy Trio

This Los Angeles—based ensemble is
noted for its unusual combination of
flute, viola, and harp and its dedication
to new American music. The program
features works from their just-released
CD Three Friends. March 7, Laxson Audi-
torium, Cal State Chico, (530) 898-6333,
www.debussytrio.com.

Garrick Ohlsson

The busy pianist performs concertos with
the San Francisco Symphony. Ten days later,
he joins violinist Jorja Fleezanis and cellist
Michael Grebanier to perform trios by
Schubert and Dvorék. March 14-16, Davies
Symphony Hall, San Francisco, (415) 864-
6000, www.sfsymphony.org; March 25,
Kohl Mansion, Burlingame, (650) 343-
8463, www.musicatkohlmansion.org.

L.A. Jewish Symphony
A German emigré composer, Ernst Toch
won the Pulitzer Prize and received three
Academy Award nominations for his film
scores. This concert features the first
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Térpsi¢ghore’s Treasures

LLOYD ENGLERT

BY DONNA PERLMUTTER

taste who is also an exponent of the

New York Cicy Ballet style — say;
Helgi Tomasson. Give him, in his retire-
ment from performing, a company to
build on, like San Francisco’s. And just
watch it bloom.

The result, in this 17th season of the
Icelander’s directorship, highlights what
we can expect from any stellar troupe with
NYCB bloodlines: the treasures of George
Balanchine and Jerome Robbins. But it
also rounds out the picture with works by
Tomasson himself and significant innova-
tions from new choreographers, some so
successful that other companies clamor for
their works. Nor does the lineup slight
perennials like Giselle, the sine qua non of
19th-century Romantic ballet.

Shortly after Balanchine’s death in 1983,
critics, unhappy with how NYCB proper
was getting along, anointed Tomasson the
West Coast keeper of the flame — so

Take a superb dancer with impeccable

impressed were they with the breadth and
depth of his artistic vision and his power
to infuse performances with Balanchinian
style, élan, and virtuosity, not to mention
his way with Robbins.

Now he’s adding more NYCB reper-
toire to the agenda, in choices that set up
an exceptionally sharp contrast between
his alma mater’s two masters: the 1967
Jewels by Balanchine and the 1969 Dances
at a Gathering by Robbins. Whether
Tomasson had it in mind or not, he illus-
trates with these particular works how
Balanchine defined neoclassicism and
how Robbins did the same for neo-
romanticism — two models that count-
less choreographers everywhere have since
wrapped their steps around.

So admired was Dances that when
Antony Tudor created his 1975 landmark
ballet, The Leaves Are Fading, he said, in
his typically self-deprecating, inaccurate
way: “Imagine me, an old man, finally

10|

Helgi Tomasson'’s
17th season at

San Francisco Ballet
pays homage to
two New York City

Ballet masters

Jewels choreographed by
George Balanchine

doing a Jerry Robbins ballet.” (The truth
is, however, that Robbins learned at
Tudor’s feet, as it were, and returned the
compliment to the British choreographer
by giving the Dances characters names like
The Man in Brown, a device Tudor used
to memorialize them as people without
giving up their anonymity.)

Stravinsky was to Balanchine what
Chopin was to Robbins. And just looking
at “Rubies,” the middle section of Jewel,
one can feel the cheeky irreverence of
Stravinsky’s brash  but rhythmically
ordered Capriccio for Piano and Orches-
tra. It laughs, it guffaws, it mocks. And so
does the movement — women in sizzling

Continued on page 39

San Francisco Ballet performs its reperfory season
February 5 through May 12 af the War Memorial
Opera House. For tickets and information, call (415)
865-2000 or visit www.sthallet.org.
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electronic 4-wheel-drive system for exceptional on- and off-road performance, the MDX predicts wheelslip before it happens. And leather




trimmed seats, room for seven and available Acura/Bose® Music System with 6-disc CD changer make it clear: Not every social obligation

is obligatory. Call 1-800-TO-Acura or visit acura.com. - SUVt it’s - f @ACUHA


































Ms. Pamela Royse ¢ Ms. Mironda
Sacharin ¢ Mr. Peter Salmon + Ms,
Monica Salusky *+ Ms. Annc Sandoval
« Peter and Bridgitte Schaeller = Mr.
Donald 8. Schulman = Mr. and Mrs.
Albert L. Schultz * Mr. Howard G.
Schulz * Ms. Elizabeth Seifel + Mrs
Irene A. Sharp » Mr. Andrew Shore «
Mr. and Mrs. Richard . Simons = Mr.
Peter Sloss * Ms. Sally Holt Smit +
Mr. and Mrs. Dale A. Smith * M
Stephen Smith + Solomon Mental
Health Fund « Mr. and Mrs. M.
Stepanian * Ms. Nancy L. Stephens
and Mr. Bill King + Mr, and Mrs.
Monroe Strickberger - Ms. Ann
Sundby » Mr. Robert Takken = Me
and Mrs. Carter I, Thacher + Mr, and
Mrs. Jeflrey Thermond = Ms. Carolyn
0, Thiessen * Mr. and Mrs. lan
Themson + Mr. and Mrs. Edward J.
Tiedemann * Ms. Sylvia G. Totl -
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Traynor + Mr.
Mudit Tyagi + Everett and Mary
Upham * Mr. M. Glenn Vinson, Jr, »
Robert and Katheryn Vizal « Ms.
Anne Vollen + Mr. Arnie D. Wagner -
Ms. 5. Adrian Walker + Mr. Ronald
Ware + Ma. Christina Weber = Mr
Paul D. Weintraub + Mr. William R.
Weir = Ms. Beth Weissman * Mr.
Robert Wellcs * Mr. and Mrs.
Christopher A. Westover * Mr.
Richard Witter + Mr. Joc Wolcott *
Mr. Joseph A. Woods, Jr. = Ms.
Patricia Woolcock « Mr. Owen Wooller
« Mr. and Mrs. Joseph B. Workman -
Mr. Ross Workman * Dr. and Mrs.
David Zicgler = Anonymous

MEMORIAL GIFTS
William Ball Memorial Fellowship Fund
In Memory of Marien K. Baird

In Memory of Barry Leonard Katz
In Memory of Mem Levin

In Memory of Gilda B. Loaw

Tn Memory of Stephen Mapowan
In Memory of Polly McKibben

In Memory of Harriet Nugent

In Memory of Dennis P'ewers

In Memory of H. Harrdson Sadler
[n Memory of Dr. Frank Solomon
In Memory of Sydney Walker

SPECIAL THANK You

Farallen

A. G. Ferrari Foods

Harris' Restaurant
Hawthorne Lane

King George Hotel

La Scene Café & Bar

Le Colonial

Lewis & Taylor, Inc.
Mandarin Oricntal San Francisco
Oakwood Corporate Housing
Pacific

Paragon Restaurant & Bar
Rubicon

Shanghai 1930

Steinhart Apartments
ThirstyBear Brewing Co.
TourArts

Warwick Regis Hotel

The Waterfront Restaurant

CORPORATE MATCHING
GIFTS

The following corporations have
generously matched gifts made by
their employees to A.C.T,
doubling the impact of those
contributions. A.C.T. extends its
gratitude to these companies and
invites all their employees to join
in supporting theater in the San
Francisco Bay Arec.

3M Foundation
Adobe Systems, Inc.
Advanced Micro Devices
Alberison’s
American Express Foundation
Anheuser-Busch Foundation
AON Foundation
Apple Computer
AT&T Poundation
Baker & McKenzie
Bunk of America Foundation
Barclays Global Investors
BD Matching Gift Program
Bechtel Foundation
Matthew Bender & Company
Boeing Company
Brobeck, Phleger & Harrison LLP
Caterpillar Foundation
Chevron USA, Inc.
Cisco Systems
Citicorp Foundation
Campaq Computer Corporation
Computer Resources Group
S. H. Cowell Foundation
Deutsche Bank Americas Foundalion
R. H. Donnelley
Federated Department Stores Foundation
Fireman’s Fund Matehing Gift Foundation
Arthur J. Gallagher Foundation
Gap Foundation
Gartner Group Charitable Funds
Genentech, Inc.
Gillette Company
Hambrecht & Quist Matching Gifts
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation
Hewlett-Fackard Company
Home Depot
IBM Corporation
Intel Foundation
Irvine Fonndatien
Kemper National Insurance Companies
Kochis Fitz
1¥MH Selective Distribution Group
Lam Research Corporation
Levi Strauss and Co.
Lockheed Martin
Lotus Devetopment Corporation
Malson Navigation Company
Mayfield Fund Foundation
MeGraw-Hill Companics

Foundation, Inc.
McKesson HBOC Foundation
Microsofi Corporation
Morrison & Foerster Foundation
Newhall Land and Farming Company
NORCAL Mutual Insurance Company
Northwestern Mutual Fonndation
David and Lucile Packard Foundation
PE Biosystems
PG&E Matching Gifts Program
Philip Morris Companies
Potatch Corporation

. Provident Companies

Prudential Foundation
Safceo Insurance Companics
SBC Foundation
Charles Schwab & Co., Ine.
Shaklee Corperation
Sibcon Graphics
Smant Modular Technologics
Sprint Foundation
St. Paul Companies
State Farm Companies Foundation
State Street Bank and Trust Company
Sun Microsystems Foundation
Tenet Healthcare Fonndatien
Texas Instruments Foundation
Times Mirror Foundation
Transamerica Foundation
TRW Foundation
Unitever United States

Union Bank of California
USA Group Foundation
Washington Mutual Foundation
Wells Fargo Bank

NATIONAL GORPORATE
THEATRE FUND

The National Corporate Theatre
Fund is & nonprofit corporation
ereated fo increase and strengthen
support from the business
community for 11 of this country’s
most distinguished professional
theaters. A.C.T. receives the support
of the following foundafions,
individuals, and corporations
through their contributions of
31,000 or more to the National
Corporate Theatre Fund:

BENEFACTORS

{($25,000 and above)

Arthur Andersen

Citigroup

Ernst & Young

Quick & Reilly

Phillip Morzis Companies, Inc.

TPraxis Media/Palace Production Center/
Rabbit Ears Enterlainment

PricewaterhouseCoopers

Viacom, Inc,

PACESETTERS
($10,000-%24,999)
America Online

Avaya

Bill Blass

CVS Corporation

Deloiite & Touche

EMC2 Corporation

Fleet Bank

FleetBoston Financial

GE TFund

Global Crossing Financial Markets
JPMorgan Chasc

KPMG

Merrill Lynch & Co.

Ogilvy & Mather New York
Sidley & Austin

Sienfeld Family Foundation
Verizon

Kerox

DONOQRS
($5,000-49,999)

ABC, Inc.

American Conservatory Theater
American Express

Bristol-Myers Squibh Company
CVS/pharmacy

The Interpnblic Group of Companics
Lchman Brothers

Marsh & McLennan Companies, Inc.
Met Life Foundation

Newsweek

Phizer Inc.

UBS PaineWekiber, Ine.

Vivendi Universal

SUPPORTERS
($1,000-%$4,999)
Avon.com*
Colgate-Palmolive
Drarmatists Play Service, Inc.
Gallo of Senoma*

Horun Imaging Solutions*
Korn/Ferry International
Mark Twain House
Master Eagle®

*In-kind support

INDIVIDUALS/FOUNDATIONS

Joel Alvord

Raymond A. & Jacqneline Boyce

Samuel A. Diliazza, Jr.

David H. Dreyfuss

The Rosalyn & Irwin Engelman
Philanthropic Fund

The William & Diana Romncy Gray
Family Foundation

Joseph W. Hammer

Kathy Hannan

Robert J. and Mary D). Higgins

Heather Kitehen

Roger Levien

Mariin Massman

Joseph Matina

Miles MckGe

Jerome Meyer

Robert A, Mulshine

Dean Ostrum

Aldo Papone

Thomas C. Quick

David Rickard

Daryl Roth

Edward I". Seigenfeld

George and Pamela Smith

Robert N. Trombly

Evelyn Mack Truitt

James S. Tarley

Sol J. Uphin

AN INVITATION TO JOIN THE PROSPERO SOCIETY

Named after the wise and benevolent magician in William Shakespeare’s The Tempest, A.C.Ts Prospero Socicty has -
been established to honor those who wish to honor A.C.T. by including the organization in their estate plans.

For more information, contact Michele Casan at (415) 439-2451, or send an e-mail to measau@act-sthay.org,

All inquiries will be held in strictest confidence.

PROGRAM
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES

A.CT)s administrative and conservatory offices are
located at 30 Grant Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94108,
{415) 834-3200. On the Web: act-sfbay.org,

BCX OFFICE AND
TICKET INFORMATIOR

Geary Theater Box Office

Visit us at 405 Geary Street at Mason, next to the Geary
Theater, one block west of Union Square. Box office
hours are 12-8 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday, and 12-6 p.m,
Sunday and Monday. During nonperformance weeks,
business hours arc 12-6 p.m. daily.

Online

Tickets are also available 24 hours/day on our Web site
. at act-sthay.org. Seating quality is consistent with that
available by phone or in person; “virtual reality” tours of
the Geary Theater are available online. A.C.T's popular
E-mail Club (accessible through the Web site) offers
members reminders of upcoming shows, special offers
" and last-minute ticket discounts, and the latest compa-
ny news.

Charge by Phone or Fax

Call {415} 749-2ACT and use your Visa, MasterCard, or
American Express card. Or fax your ticket request with
credit card information to (415) 749-2291.

Purchase Policy

All sales are final, and there are no refunds, Only cur-
rent subscribers enjoy performance rescheduling privi-
leges and lost-ticket insurance. If you are unable to
attend at the last minute, you can donate your tickets to
A.CT. The value of donated tickets will be acknowl-
edged by mail. Tickets for past performances cannot be
donated.

Mailing List

Call (415) 749-2ACT or visit our Web site to request
subscription information and advance notice of A.CT.
events.

Ticket Prices
Ticket prices range from $11 to $61.

Subscriptions

Full-season subscribers save up to 29% and receive spe-
cial benefits including performance reschednling by
phone, and more. Call the A.C.T. Subscription Hotline
at {415) 749-2250 or visit A.C.T. online.

Discounts

Half-price tickets are sometimes available on the day of
performance at TiX on Union Square. Half-price stu-
dent and senior rush tickets are available at the box
office 90 minutes before curtain. Matinee semior rush
tickets are available at noon on the day of the perfor-
mance for $10. All rush tickets are subject to availabili-
ty, one ticket per valid ID. Student and senior citizen
subseriptions are also available. A.C.T. also offers one
Pay What You Wish performance during the run of
each production,

Group Discounts
For groups of 15 or more, call Edward Budworth at
{415} 439-2473.

PERFORMING ARTS

Gift Certificates
A.C.T. gift certificates can be purchased in any amount
online, by phone or fax, or in person at the box office.

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Geary Theater Tours

A.CT. offers guided tours ($8, $6 subscribers and
seniors, $4 students) of the Geary Theater on selected
Wednesday and Saturday mornings. For information,
call (415) 749-2ACT or visit A.C.T. online.

Student Matinees

Matinees arc offered at 1 p.m. to elementary, sccondary,
and college school groups for selected productions.
Tickets are $10. Tor information  call
(415) 439-2383.

AL.T. Extras

For information on A.C.T. Prologues, Audience Exchanges,
and Words on Plays audience guides call (415) 749-2ACT or
visit A.CT. online at act-slbav.org/interact,

ASL

American Sign Language-nterpreted performances are
offered to selected productions throughout the season for
Deaf audience members. For performance dates and

times, wvisit act-sthbay.org/community or subscribe
to A.C.T's Deal community e-mail list by sending an e-

mail to deafcommunity@act-sfbay.org. Deal patrons may
purchase tickets by calling (415} 749-2ACT or via TTY at
(415) 749-2370.

Conservatory

A.C.T. offers instruction in a wide range of theater disei-
plines. The Master of Fine Arts Program offers a rig-
orous three-year course of actor training, culminating in
a master of fine arts degree. The Summer Training
Congress is an intensive program for those with somne
performing arts background. Studio A.C.T. offers
evening and weekend classes, including Corporate
Education Services, to enthusiasts at every level of expe-
rience. The Young Conservatory is a broad-based pro-
gram for students 8-19. Call (415) 439-2350 for a free
brochure.

Costume Rental
More than 10,000 costumes, from handmade period

garments to modern sportswear, are available for rental.
For information call {415) 439-2379,

Parking

A.C.T. patrons can park for just $9 at the Hilton San
Franciseo for up to five hours, subject to availability.
Enter on Ellis Street between Mason and Taylor. Show
your ticket stub for that day’s performance upon exit to
receive the special price. After five hours, the regular
rate applies. The Downtown Center Garage, located at
Mason and O’Farrell, offers an evening special: arrive
after 5:30 p.m. and exit before 9:30 a.n. for just $12.50.

Valet Parking
On-site valet parking is available for $20 at every A.C.T.
performance, provided by Black Tie Parking,

AT THE THEATER

The Geary Theater is located at 415 Geary Street. The
auditorium opens 30 minutes before curtain.

TAA L)Y
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$65-million museum-quality restoration.
The El Capitan re-opened in 1991 as a
movie theater with occasional live Disney
entertainment.

Sid Grauman, with partners Mary Pick-
ford and Douglas Fairbanks, opened his
Chinese Theatre (6925 Hollywood Blvd.)
in 1927. Built as a kind of museum to
Chinese arts, architecture, and culture,
Grauman’s theater used imported Oriental
antiques, usherettes dressed in ancient
Chinese gowns, and incense to perfume
the auditorium. After accidentally walking
through wet cement, Grauman conceived
the idea of celebrities putting their foot-
prints, handprints, and signatures in
cement in the theater’s forecourt.

REmemBERING OLp HoLLywoob

Just south of Ripley’s Believe It Or Not

QOdditorium on the southeast corner of

36 |

the intersection of Hollywood and High-
land is the exquisite art deco Max Factor
Building — which is to be transformed
this year into the Hollywood History
Museum. Factor coined the term “make-
up” and had specially decorated rooms
that would complement the complexion
and hair colors of such stars as Claudette
Colbert, Jean Harlow, Lana Turner, and
Rita Hayworth.

Across the street, look at the two-story
Beaux Arts building with concrete arches
and the bright awnings of Hollywood
Music and Movies (6763 Hollywood
Blvd.). The town’s first nightclub, the
Montmartre Café, opened on the second
floor in 1922. It was here that Charlie
Chaplin, Marion Davies, and Rudolph
Valentino cavorted nightly, and Joan
Crawford was discovered after winning a
Charleston dance contest.

A few doors west is the Snow White

PERFORMING ARTS / FEBRUARY 2002




Chinese Theatre.
Details, left to right:
El Capitan The-

i atre, Chinese
Theatre, Holly-
wood Wax
Museum, Pig 'n’
Whistle Restau-
rant, El Capitan
Theatre, Chinese
Theatre, former
Woolworth's
store.

Café (6769 Hollywood Blvd.), which was
opened by Walt Disney himself in 1949
after Disney claimed that he couldn’t find
a decent cup of coffee in town. Look
inside to see reproductions of the original

murals from the film Snow White.
New RerLecTiNg OLD

The new Hollywood & Highland com-
plex is a 1.2 million-square-foot, five-level
venue with movie theaters, restaurants,
boutiques, a live broadcast studio, and
containing the 3,500-seat Kodak Theatre
— which is bringing the Academy Awards
back to Hollywood next month. The
Academy Walk entrance is framed with
arches containing panels with the names
of every “Best Picture” since inception,
and leaving room for future winners up
until the year 2071.

The most impressive part of Hollywood

~ KENT NAGANO

Fine Jewelry
&
Custom Design

Janet Alex Design

55 Throckmorton Ave., Mill Valley, CA
415.380.0880
www.alexandriagallery.com
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los

angeles
OPERA

_PLACIDO DOMINGO ERezhe 0y
Artistic Director ]

Principal Conductor

Experience Johann Sebastian Bach's
inspiring choruses, arias and duets !n a
spectacular theatrical interpretation that
brings all their grandeur and passion to
life. The Mass in B minor is considered
Bach's greatest musical achievement with
its exquisite vocal lines and rich choral
writing, which evoke dramatic images of
spiritual joy, peace and redemption. This
innovative staging of a transcendent musical

masterpiece is sure to touch your soul.

MASS [N

Join us for this rare opportunity to hear
~ some of the most richly beautiful music
ever written!

www LosAngelesOpera.
CHARGE (21 3) 365 3500 z: :rs?te:h:nlgﬁ:fthy Chandler Pawlloggosomcgm E

Tickets at the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion Box Offlce and all ZEkstmastsr |ocations.
No! late seating. Artists and repertoire subject to change No refunds or exchanges.
For more information call (213) 972-8001.
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F or most of the world, California’s fine
wines can be summed up in one four-letter word: Napa
— as in the Valley. Yet, over the past decade, many
splendid wines have arisen from relatively unheralded
viticultural areas of the state, including our own back-
yard: Southern California. For the purposes of this dis-
cussion, that’s a pretty big backyard, extending from the
Temecula or Rancho California area southeast of Los
Angeles right up to Paso Robles, which is just over 100
miles northwest of Santa Barbara.

Southern California is perceived as a uniformly arid and
desert-like region where water is a precious resource and
the only way to grow greenery is to irrigate heavily. In real-
ity, there are plenty of varied microclimates that have
proven hospitable to the cultivation of wine vineyards.

At the beginning and end of the day, and all through the
night, the constant atmospheric flow off the Pacific Ocean
conspires with Southern California’s coastal mountain ranges
to provide the cool, foggy lowland conditions favored by
such “northern” grapes as Chardonnay, Riesling, and Pinot
Noir. Southern California’s warmer, drier hillside microcli-
mates are often ideal for ripening not only the classic Califor-
nia Cabernets but also the Rhéne varietals, especially Syrah,
as well as the Italian Sangiovese. Because Southern California
is such a vast area with so many distinct microclimates, it's
safe to say that the region is nowhere near fulfilling its wine-
growing potential. And that’s an exciting prospect.

The wines of Southern California tend to reflect the

40 |

SANIA BAnwana Counry

Pinot Noir .3

by Dennis Overstreet

Left: Fess Parker Winery and Vineyard
Right: Los Olivos Justin Winery,
Paso Robles

area’s wide-open, up-front, media-oriented culture. What it
may lack in subtlety, it more than makes up for in person-
ality and style. As a rule, you'll find riper Rieslings and
bolder, more assertive Cabernets, Zinfandels, and Syrahs.
Not surprisingly, numerous captains of local industry have
taken up the wine business. One of my favorites is Tom Jones,
the former head of Northrop Grumman Corporation. With
all the determination and know-how he used to develop the
stealth bomber, he started a winery, Moraga Vineyards, at his
Bel Air estate and has created a fabulous Bordeawx-style
Cabernet Sauvignon blend and an excellent Sauvignon Blanc.
Several prominent Los Angeles restaurateurs have also
converted their passion for wine into second careers as viti-
culturists and winemakers. Michael McCarty, founder and
proprietor of Michael’s of Santa Monica, has his own Mal-
ibu vineyard, which produces a Bordeaux blend and other
superbly crafted reds. Manfred Krankl, who built the La
Brea Bakery and Campanile Restaurant into highly success-
ful businesses, produces very fine Syrahs, Pinot Noirs, and
Chardonnays at his Sine Qua Non Winery in Ventura.
And Michael Bonaccorsi, the sommelier at Wolfgang
Puck’s world-famous restaurant Spago, now located in Bey-
erly Hills, began making wonderful Chardonnays, Pinot
Noirs, and Syrahs in the 1999 vintage with grapes from
Santa Barbara County:
Here are a few more of my top Southern California picks:
Babcock Winery & Vineyards, Lompoc — Winemaker
Bryan Babcock is considered one of the hottest young tal-
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ents around. Among his wines are a Sauvi-
gnon Blanc called Eleven Oaks, various
single-vineyard Chardonnays and Pinot
Noirs, a Gewiirztraminer as well as Italian
(Sangiovese and Pinot Grigio) and Span-
ish (Tempranillo and Albarifio) varietals.

Fess Parker Winery & Vineyard, Los
Olivos — Founded by the actor who's
most famous for his roles as Davy Crock-
ett and Daniel Boone on television and
located in the Santa Ynez Valley of Santa
Barbara County, this winery features
Rhéne varieties such as Syrah and Viog-
nier, as well as Burgundian varietals such
as Pinot Noir and Chardonnay grapes
grown on the estate itself and other vine-
yards in Santa Maria and the Santa Rita
Hills. (A geographical aside: Santa Rita is
a quintessential Southern California wine-
growing region, situated at the western
end of the Santa Ynez Valley close to the
Pacific. Another top Southern California
~ locale is the Edna Valley, south of San Luis
Obispo. I, too, attributes its cool, vine-
friendly climate to ocean breezes; hence
the excellence of local Chardonnays and
Pinot Noirs.)

Justin Winery, Paso Robles — This

. Rosenthal

The Malibu Estale
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The Malibu Estate,
Malibu

classy operation features a Meritage (Bor-
deaux-style blend) called Isoceles. The
Paso Robles area, warmer and drier than
other local viticultural zones, is home to
some very fine Zinfandels, Syrahs, and
Cabernet Sauvignons.

The Malibu Estate, Malibu — The cre-
ation of real estate and hotel developer
George Rosenthal, it’s located at elevations
of around 1,500 feet and produces an out-
standing Bordeaux-style Cabernet Sauvig-
non blend.

Other top Southern California produc-
ers: — Alban Vineyards, Arroyo Grande;
Andrew Murray, Los Olivos; Au Bon Cli-
mat and Qupé, Santa Maria (Jim Clende-
nen is the winemaker); and Zaca Mesa,

Los Olivos. [

Dennis Querstreet is the
author of Opverstreet’s
New Wine Guide (Clark-
son Potter/Publishers; Ran-
dom House). He has been
in the fine wine business
Jfor nmearly 30 years as
owner of The Wine Mer-
chant, Beverly Hills.
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“A ZANY EVENING OF

PURE FUN THAT YOU’LL
NEVER FORGET!”

- Jerry Friedman, KGO Radio

A bewiiching evening of
European Cabaret & Cirque,
Divas & Madmen, Spectacle &
Sensuality, and a Five Course Dinner -
set in an intimate jewelbox theater.

For Tickets and Gift Certificates

415-438-2668

Box Office Open Daily
Pier 29 on the Embarcadero
www.teatrozinzanni.org

Hotel Sponsor:

The Maxwell Hotel
Reservations: 888.734.6299
www.maxwellhotel.com
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SAN FRANCISCO
SCALA’S BISTRO — Now about to cel-
ebrate its seventh anniversary, this lively
spot, only a few blocks from the theater
district, continues to be one of our most
popular restaurants. I hadnt been here
since former chef Donna Scala departed,
and | was anxious to sample the cuisine of
the current executive chef, Staffan Terje.
My verdict is that the food is now even bet-
ter than I remember. Designed with tile
floors, mahogany booths, stenciled 20-foot-
ceilings, mirrors, art deco lighting, and an
open kitchen, this establishment has an
inviting burnished glow. At peak hours, it
can be somewhat noisy, but everyone is
having such a good time that they dont
seem to notice. Over a dozen wines are
offered by the glass, and the list of wines
is extremely reasonable. The servers are
among the city’s best, so let them guide you
through the large and tantalizing menu.

I start with a giant bowl of garlicky mus-
sels steamed in wine served, as in Europe,
with a mound of crisp French fries and
lemon aioli. There is also a dish of greaseless
fried calamari and shrimp with fennel, ten-
der grilled octopus with a chili vinaigrette,
and a slab of velvety seared foie gras. And
for a memory of the Italian Riviera, try the
sumptuous puréed salt cod with onions and
potatoes. Other nifty starters include a per-
simmon salad with baby greens and candied
walnuts or a roasted beet and avocado salad
topped with crumbled Roquefort cheese.
And for something completely different,
how about a small pizza crowned with a
delightful combination of pear, caramelized
onion, and Gorgonzola?

Penne arrives under a delicious topping
of bacon, chilis, and pecorino cheese, while

Scala's Bistro

a dish of spinach gnocchi is feathery light
beneath a mantle of tomato and basil.
There’s also rigatoni in a rich duck and
olive sauce and sweet squash-filled ravioli
in butter and sage. Chef Terje handles fish
beaurtifully, as exemplified by the juicy
seared salmon with burtermilk mashed
potatoes or the lovely petrale sole in brown
butter and capers. If you're yearning for
lusty flavors, try the garlicky grilled pork
chop with artichokes or a great lamb shank
with a pomegranate glaze. There’s also a
memorable beef braised in Burgundy wine
accompanied by celery purée.

Save room for desserts like a perfect
caramelized apple tart with apple brandy
ice cream or a piquant quince sorbet.
Unfortunately, the bread pudding is too
heavy, but the huckleberry and almond
cake is light and wonderful. And if you're
an inveterate chocoholic, then you must
order the chocolate extravaganza, consist-
ing of dark chocolate cake layered with
milk chocolate mousse and chocolate
pecan brittle — all topped with chocolate
brownie ice cream. What a way to go!
Since the kitchen remains open until quite
late, this is a perfect choice for after-
theater supper as well.

SCALA’S BISTRO, Sir Francis Drake Hotel,
432 Powell St. (betw. Post and Sutter),
San Francisco, (415) 395-8555. Open for
breakfast, lunch, dinner, and supper daily.
Without alcohol, two can dine for $85
including tax and tip.

ASIA DE CUBA — When hotelier Ian
Schrager purchased and remodeled the Clift
Hotel, I knew it would look hip and urbane.
However, I was unprepared for designer
Philippe Stark’s truly astounding rendering
of this restaurant. The place is breathtaking

a2 |

by Norm Chandler Fox

with its burnt-red walls, soaring ceilings,
ultra sexy lighting, tall curved booths, and
dramatic adjoining bar. It looks like one of
the places in which the heroines of Sex and
the City would congregate regularly. Execu-
tive chef Maria Manso has created a vivid
menu that crosses Asian and Latino dishes
with flair. Huge portions are meant to be
shared family-style, which makes it fun to
come with a group. The servers couldn’ be
more amiable, and despite a very nice wine
list, I prefer imbibing the specialty drinks
like the rum-infused Havana Iced Tea or the
vodka and lychee martini.

For appetizers, I try wonderful lobster
potstickers, spicy Thai rare beef salad with
coconut and orange, juicy scallop and crab
cakes with a fiery chipotle remoulade, and
grilled foie gras seasoned with Chinese
five-spice and mango salsa atop French
toast. My sole disappointment is a vapidly
flavored tuna tartare despite the addition
of currants, almonds, olives, and coconut.

As main courses, don’t miss the spicy
Peking duck atop vinegar noodles, tender
grilled ostrich steak with patties of plan-
tains, seared rare tuna with garlicky
Argentine chimichurri sauce, or the lovely
marinated lamb on Japanese eggplant. A
whole catfish is stuffed with crabmeat and
wok-fried until crisp, and I enjoy an
unusual pork chop marinated in rum
atop crunchy bok choy. There are two
side dishes that are required tasting for
the table: flavorful black bean croquettes
and the mashed potatoes filled with
chunks of lobster.

Desserts are rich fantasies, such as the
dark chocolate and espresso flan, coconut
sticky bun topped with fortune cookie ice
cream and toffee sauce, or coconur cake
layered with chocolate fudge and rum-
flamed bananas served with caramel ice
cream. For the truly indulgent, order the
appropriately named “Bay of Pigs” which
is a gargantuan banana split: bananas
topped with ice cream, cake, fudge sauce,
cookies, and peaks of whipped cream — it
can easily serve six.

ASIA DE CUBA, Clift Hotel, 495 Geary St.
(cor. Taylor), San Francisco, (415) 929-
2300. Open for breakfast, lunch, and din-
ner daily. Without alcohol, two can dine
for $120 including tip and tax. []

Norm Chandler Fox is Food ¢ Travel
Editor for Performing Arts Magazine.
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@E‘LLAGEO HAS BEEN HONORED WITH THE PRESTIGIOUS
AAA FIVE DIAMOND AWARD, CONFIRMING ONCE AGAIN WHAT
THE WORLD HAS KNOWN ALL ALONG.

That Bellagio service is beyond impeccable. That “O" is beyond imagination. That Picasso and
Agqua, Prime and Le Cirque offer dining experiences beyond belief. That this hotel, in all its exquisite
detail and soaring beauty, stands alone among the finest tn the world.
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