


























FAMILY AT ALL COSTS

BY PAUL WALSH

axim Gorky was living on the island of Capriin 1910 when

he wrote Vassa Zheleznova, the sardonic family drama upon
which Constance Congdon has based her hilarious black comedy,
A Mother. In self-imposed exile following his participation in the
failed 1905 Revolution, Gorky ironically subtitled his tale of family
greed and rapacious savagery “a play
about motherhood.” These larger-
than-life characters with larger-than-
life appetites, living in a tiny Russian
village on the Volga at the end of the
first decade of the 20™ century, do their
best to keep the chaos of the world at
bay and stem the tide of apocalyptic
change threatening to remake Russia.
What they don't realize is that they
are themselves both harbinger and
mainspring of that change.

Rapid industrialization transformed
every aspect of Russian life following
the emancipation of the serfs in
1861, leaving many worse off than
they had been under the old system.
Those who were able to enter the new
commercial economy survived. Some
even prospered. But many found
themselves tramping the countryside
as dispossessed vagabonds and
homeless itinerants, in a world that
was increasingly unrecognizable. This
is Gorky’s Russia, a place of sudden
and unexpected reversals where each
action and emotion breeds its opposite,
as the author wrote in the second
volume (I the World) of his famous
autobiography: “Too often, Russian
gaiety unexpectedly turns to cruelty
and tragedy. A man dances as though
breaking his chains, then suddenly he frees a ferocious beast inside
himself and, seized with frenzied anguish, hurls himself at everyone
he sees, tearing, biting, destroying.”

When Gorky came to literary prominence in the final years
of the 19™ century, it was as a writer who gave voice to the
disenfranchised vagabonds, thieves, and wanderers on the outskirts
of Russian society. Not only did he give voice to the lower classes,
he was himself from the lower classes. He dressed like a worker,
it was said, and cursed like one, too. His writing was as ripe with

ONLY MOTHERS CAN THINK OF THE

FUTURE—BECAUSE THEY GIVE BIRTH
TO IT IN THEIR CHILDREN.

—Mastakov, in Queer Peogple,

outbursts of bawdy peasant humor, political agitation, incredulous
dismay, and utopian vision as it was with vivid descriptions of the
cunning, the violence, the anger, and the raillery of the common
people among whom he had spent his childhood and youth.
Eschewing the refinement of humanitarian sentiments
espoused in the writings of Turgenev
and Chekhov, and the mystical
worship of simplicity and spiritual
penance preached by Tolstoy and
Dostoevsky, Gorky wrote with the
eyes of a revolutionary and the
heart of a romantic, recording with
surprising candor the brutality, the
eccentricity, and the gregariousness
he witnessed in the world around
him. His world overflows with
memorable aberrations and cockeyed
oddities desperate to make sense of a
world spinning out of control. In a
prodigious barrage of stories, novels,
and plays, Gorky evoked, with clarity,
humor, directness, and compassion,
the absurdity and injustice, the
turbulence and poverty, the hyperbole
and rarity of provincial Russian life
during the painful transition from a
medieval serf-based economy to the
commercial capitalism of the new
Russia. And in doing so, he created
a funhouse mirror of characters who
reflect back to us our own faults
and failings. Even as we laugh with
Gorky at the stupidity of what he
called the pygmy personality of the
petty bourgeoisie, scorning their
b}’ Maxim Gorky avaricious rapacity, their cupidity
and concupiscence, their obsessive
acquisitiveness and self-centered individualism, we are encouraged

to renew our faith in essential human goodness.

POSSIBLE FUTURES

During his sojourn in the United States immediately following
the 1905 Revolution, Gorky wrote what today is considered one
of his most vivid and memorable contributions to world literature,
the agitational novel Mother. How different from the theatrical
portrayal of mother and children in the Vassa Zheleznova of five

ABOVE: PHOTO OF MAXIM GORKY WITH HIS SON MAXIM IN NIZHNY NOVGOROD, 1899

RIGHT: THE CITY AND PORT OF NIZHNY NOVGOROD, ON THE OKA AND VOLGA RIVERS, C. 1935 (© HULTON-DEUTSCH COLLECTION/CORBIS)
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years later is this touching exploration of a mother’s growing
political consciousness as she joins her son in embracing the
revolutionary cause of the workers.

Mother tells the story of the politicization of Pelageya Nilovna,
the widowed mother of a leader of a Social Democratic circle of
factory workers. When her son is arrested for leading a May Day
demonstration, she dedicates herself to his cause, finding a true
family without violence or bitterness among her son’s comrades.
In the end, when her son is exiled to Siberia, Nilovna is arrested
and beaten to death by the police for attempting to distribute
copies of his incendiary defense speech. By engaging fully in the
workers’ struggle against economic and social oppression, Nilovna
achieves a sense of personal freedom and heroic individualism of
which Vassa Zheleznova can only dream. In later years Lenin
praised Gorky’s Mother as “a very timely book” that would help
improve the social consciousness of workers by providing them
with a positive model of possible futures.

The same cannot be said of Gorky’s devilishly ironic play
about what happens when motherhood is superseded by
business. Vassa Zheleznova focuses on what the great Hungarian
literary scholar Georg Lukacs indentified as Gorky’s “accusatory
contention that. .. Russian capitalism is a mass grave of murdered
humanity.”

Vassa is bound by the avarice of the petty merchant, but deep
down she cannot escape a motherly concern for her sons or the
desire to have them love her. Her desperate efforts to hold the
family together at all costs—and keep their amassed capital
invested in the family business—are mitigated by her conviction
that she is doing it all for the benefit of her children. Ultimately,
however, it is business that pollutes the family with the same

“endemic plague of hostility” that had polluted the childhood
home of Gorky’s maternal grandfather, in which he grew up and
which he describes in such graphic detail in the first part his
autobiography, My Childhood.

Throughout the troubled years that followed the 1905
Revolution, Gorky tended his garden on Capri, enjoying what
he would later describe as “the cheerful scenery of the island, the
caressing beauty of the sea, and the genial attitude of the Caprians
to the Russians.” His garden was a gathering place for expatriates,
wandering vagabonds, literary hangers-on, and exiled Russian
revolutionaries who came to visit the famous author and man
of the people. Lenin came twice to Capri to fish and play chess
with Gorky. During these years of peaceful exile, Gorky continued
his prodigious productivity. He wrote My Childhood (1913-14),
the plays The Last Ones (1908), Queer People (1910), and the first
version of Vassa Zheleznova (1910), as well as the novels The Life
of a Useless Man (1907), The Confession (1908), Summer (1909), The
Meetings (1910), and The Life of Matvei Kozhemyakin (1910-11).
He also organized a clandestine school to teach techniques of
revolutionary communication and propaganda to a group of
workers brought from Russia.

For Gorky, work was both preparation and achievement. Even as
he contemplated his return to the country and the people he loved,
he wrote to explain those people to themselves and to the world.

Gorky feared that the passionate acquisitiveness and violent
outbursts among the merchants and industrialists so prominent in
the Nizhny Novgorod of his youth, their brash disregard of those in
need, their derision of human virtues and compassion, would come
to define Russia in the new century. The thought alarmed him,

continued on page 14










THE NEW YORK TIMES
HAILED SHAKESPEARE AT
SAN DIEGO’S OLD GLOBE
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A KIND OF FOLK HERO,
continued from page 13

ostracized from polite society for insulting
France. He was similarly ostracized in New
York when it was learned that the woman
with whom he was traveling was not his
wife. In all cases, Gorky was forthright
in his indignation and outspoken in his
defense of the revolution. While in the
United States, Gorky wrote the plays
Barbarians (1906) and Enemies (1906) and
the greater part of his revolutionary novel of
agitation, Mother, today considered one of
his most vivid and memorable contributions
to world literature. He eventually moved to
Italy, settling on the island of Capri in the
fall of 1907.

Gorky would spend most of his later
life in and out of exile, caught in a kind of
schizophrenic limbo between an idealistic
love and agonized longing for his homeland
and growing disillusionment with and
fear of the repressive tactics of the Soviet
regime—an opinion he expressed in his
private journals while publicly glorifying
some of the most brutal aspects of
Stalinism. He remained active as a writer,
although much of his later fiction explores
the period before the 1917 Revolution. In
The Artamonov Business (1925), considered
one of Gorky’s best novels, he expressed
his continued interest in the rise and fall
of pre-Revolutionary Russian capitalism.
There were more plays—notably Yegor
Bulychov and Others (1932) and Dostigayev
and Others (1933)—but his most generally
admired work is a set of reminiscences of
Tolstoy, Chekhov, and other writers.

Gorky died suddenly of pneumonia in
his country home near Moscow on June
18, 1936, and was buried with full Soviet
honors in Red Square. Rumors started
soon after his death that Gorky had
been assassinated by his doctors, acting
on Joseph Stalin’s behalf; in fact Stalin’s
chief of secret police, Genrikh Yagoda,
confessed at his own trial in 1938 that
he had ordered Gorky’s death. When the
KGB literary archives were opened in the
1990s, however, nothing was found to
support these rumors, B

FAMILY AT ALL COSTS,
continued from page 11

and from his retreat on the island of Capri
he did his best to warn his beloved country
of what it was on the verge of losing. As
the revolutionary zeal of 1905 retreated in
the wake of renewed czarist repression at
home, the idealistic resolve of Mother gave
way to the caustic laughter and chilling
mystery of Vassa Zheleznova.

In 1913, on the occasion of the 300
anniversary of the Romanov dynasty, the
czar granted amnesty to exiled Russian
writers previously convicted in absentia
of sedition. Gorky took this opportunity
to return to Russia, where he aligned
himself with the Bolsheviks. Following
the Bolshevik revolution of 1917, as
the violence of the new order began to
resemble that of the old, Gorky came to
regret his decision, and in 1922 he went
again into exile.

In 1930, Gorky was persuaded to
return to his beloved Russia by Joseph
Stalin who promoted him as the voice of
the Soviet people. Just months before his
death in 1936, Gorky returned to his play
Vassa Zheleznova, rewriting it to better
accord with the ideals of the new Soviet
Russia. That later version interests us less
today than the version of 1910. There is
something unconvincing about the need
to rescue the failed mother from her own
misdeeds in the revised version of the
play, something tame and doctrinaire that
blunts the directness and hyperbole of
Gorky’s original. That is why Constance
Congdon has gone back to the 1910
version of Vassa Zheleznova as the starting
point for her farcical comedy, 4 Mother.
The specter of greed and lust that Gorky
feared was murdering the humanity of the
Russian people has not yet been exorcised
from the world. It haunts us still. And so
we laugh at ourselves as we laugh at these
characters, at the passions and excesses
that consume them, and the meager
excuses they hide behind. And deep
down we hear the cautionary reminder of
a forgotten humanity and the possibility
of change. @

.
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RENE AUGESEN
(Liudmila), an
A.C.T. associate
artist and core
acting company
member, made her
A.C.T. debut in
The Misanthrope,
she has appeared in recent seasons in
Celebration and The Room, The Beard of
Avon, Blithe Spirit, Buried Child, Night
and Day, The Dazzle, The Three Sisters,
and, most recently, 4 Doll’s House. New

York credits include Spinning into Butter
(Lincoln Center Theater), Macbeth
(with Alec Baldwin and Angela Bassett,
Public Theater), I¢s My Party... (with F.
Murray Abraham and Joyce Van Patten,
Arc Light Theater), and Overruled
(Drama League). Regional theater
credits include Mary Stuart (dir. Carey
Perloff, Huntington Theatre Company);
several productions, including the world
premieres of The Beard of Avon and The
Hollow Lands, at South Coast Repertory;
and productions at the Great Lakes
Theatre Festival, Baltimore Center
Stage, the Los Angeles Shakespeare
Festival, Yale Repertory Theatre, and
Stage West. Film and television credits
include The Battle Studies, “Law &
Order,” “Guiding Light,” “Another
World,” and Hallmark Hall of Fame’s
Saint Maybe. Augesen is a graduate of
the Yale School of Drama.

| JERILYNN
COHEN (Lipa)
recently made her
Geary Theater
debut when she
understudied and

went on as Mary L.
in A.C.T's critically
acclaimed production of The Time of

The actors and stage managers employed in this production are

members of Actors’ Equity Association, the Union of Professional
Actors and Stage Managers in the United States.

Your Life. Prior to that, she appeared as
Marie in the world premiere of Anne
Galjour’s Okra at the Brava Theater
Center. Cohen is a charter member

of Word for Word Performing Arts
Company and has originated roles in
more than a dozen of their productions.
She has also performed at the Aurora
Theatre Company, Berkeley Repertory
Theatre, Encore Theatre Company, the
Eureka Theatre Company, the Magic
Theatre, Marin Theatre Company, and
San Jose Stage Company, and she has
toured internationally with the San
Francisco Mime Troupe.

OLYMPIA
DUKAKIS (Vassa)
has appeared at
A.C.T. in the title
role of Hecuba (1995
and 1998), the world
premiere of Leslie

Ayvazian’s Singer’s
Boy (1997), and Miche] Tremblay’s
For the Pleasure of Seeing Her Again
(2002). She has appeared in more than
200 productions on and off Broadway
and in regional theaters throughout
the United States. Most recently:
Clytemnestra in the Aquila Theatre
Company production of Agamemnon in
New York; Rose, by Martin Sherman,
at the National Theatre in London and
on Broadway; and Credible Witness, by
Timberlake Wertenbaker, at the Royal
Court Theatre in London. She received
two OBIE Awards for Brecht’s Man
Is Man and Christopher Durang’s 7he
Marriage of Bette and Boo. Film credits
include Moonstruck, for which she
earned an Academy Award and Golden
Globe Award, Mr. Holland’s Opus, Steel
Magnolias, The Event, and Dad. Recent
releases include Strange Relations with
Julie Walters and Paul Reiser and e
Last of the Blonde Bombshells with Judy

Dench and Ian Holm. Films to be
released are The Great New Wonderful
and The Intended, directed by Kristan
Levring. Television credits include
“Tales of the City,” “More Tales of the
City,” and “Further Tales of the City”
(Emmy Award nominations); Lucky Day
(Emmy nomination); Sinatra (Emmy
nomination); 7he Last Act Is a Solo (ACE
Award); and Young at Heart (Emmy
nomination). As a founding member ,
and producing artistic director of the
Whole Theatre in Montclair, New
Jersey (1971-90), Dukakis received the
Governor’s Walt Whitman Creative Arts
Award. She is a founding member of
the National Museum of Women in the
Arts. Her book, Ask Me Again Tomorrow
(Harper Collins), was a bestseller in
2003.

The Best of PlayGround

June 10-27, 2004

The Bay Area’s premier showcase for new
writers, featuring a lively program of seven
original short works, selected from more than
150 submissions to the Monday - Night
PlayGround series, and staged by a team of
leading professional directors and actors.

Traveling Jewish Theatre
470 Florida Street, San Frandisco
Box Office: 415-978-2787
info@playground-sf.org

WWW.PLAYGROUND-SF.ORG
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WHOo’s WHO

ANTHONY
FUSCO
(Understudy) was last
seen at A.C.T. in Les
Liaisons Dangereuses
and The Three
Sisters. Previous
A.C.T. productions
are Night and Day, Celebration and The
Room, Enrico IV, The Misanthrope, A
Christmas Carol, and Edward II. Other
Bay Area credits include leading roles

in Arms and the Man, A Midsummer
Nights Dream, Cymbeline, and The Skin
of Our Teeth for California Shakespeare
Theater and A Traveling Jewish
Theatre’s production of The Chosen. On
Broadway, he was in Tom Stoppard’s

The Real Thing and The Real Inspector
Hound. Among his off-Broadway credits

are Simon Gray’s The Holy Terror, Ira
Levin’s Cantorial, and David Mamet’s 4
Life in the Theatre. Fusco is a graduate of
The Juilliard School. This spring he will
appear in Israel Horovitz’s My O/d Lady
with Marin Theatre Company.

LAUREN GRACE
(Understudy) was
last seen at A.C.T.
in Les Liaisons
Dangereuses. Other
Bay Area credits

include Gillian in
Cooking with Elvis
and Desdemona in Paula Vogel's 4 Tale
of a Handkerchief at the Phoenix Theater,
Marie in Incorruptible at San Jose

Stage Company, The Lysistrata Project
for Upon These Boards at Berkeley
Repertory Theatre, The Color of Justice at
TheatreFIRST, and Sorel in Hayfever at
The California Conservatory Theatre.
She is a graduate of London Studio
Centre.

The actors and stage managers employed in this production are

members of Actors’ Equity Association, the Union of Proféssional
Actors and Stage Managers in the United States.
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STEVEN
ANTHONY
JONES
(Understudy/
Assistant Director),
an A.C.T. associate
artist and core

acting company
member, has been seen at A.C. T, in
Levee James, Waiting for Godot, Yo hen,
The Three Sisters, The Dazzle, Night and
Day, Buried Child, A Christmas Carol
(Ebenezer Scrooge), Celebration and
The Room, ‘Master Harold”...and the
boys, The Misanthrope, The Invention of
Lovwe, The Threepenny Opera, Tartuffe,
Indian Ink, Hecuba, Insurrvection.: Holding
History, Seven Guitars, Othello (title
role), Antigone, Miss Evers’ Boys, Clara,
Joe Turner’s Come and Gone, Saint Joan,
King Lear, Golden Boy, and Feathers.
Other local theater credits include
Fuente Ovejuna and McTeague (Berkeley
Repertory Theatre); As You Like It (San
Francisco Shakespeare Festival); The
Cherry Orchard, Every Moment, and The
Island (Eureka Theatre); Sideman (San
Jose Repertory Theatre); and Division
Street (Oakland Ensemble Theatre).
He originated the role of Private James
Wilkie in the original production of 4
Soldier’s Play at the Negro Ensemble
Company in New York. His many
film and television credits include two
seasons of “Midnight Caller.”

SHARON
LOCKWOOD
(Understudy) returns
to A.C.T., where
she appeared in The
Rose Tattoo, Juno
and the Paycock, The
Royal Family, The
Cherry Orchard, The Pope and the Witch,
Gaslight, The Marriage of Figaro, and
Saturday, Sunday and Monday. Other

Bay Area work includes roles at Berkeley
Repertory Theatre, Marin Theatre
Company (most recently as Norma in
The Last Schwartz), San Jose Repertory
Theatre, California Shakespeare Theater,
and Shakespeare Santa Cruz. She was
also a longtime member of the San
Francisco Mime Troupe, appearing in
more than 30 productions. Lockwood
originated the role of Barbara in the
world premiere at Seattle’s Intiman
Theatre of Nickel and Dimed, which she
has also performed at the Mark Taper
Forum and TheatreWorks/Brava. Other
regional credits include productions with
Seattle Repertory Theatre, Long Wharf
Theatre, Milwaukee Repertory Theatre,
Missouri Repertory Theater, the Old
Globe Theatre, San Diego Repertory
Theatre, and the Alley Theatre in
Houston.

CONSTANCE CONGDON
(Playwright) has been writing plays

for 20 years, including Tules of the Lost
Formicans, which has had more than
100 productions; Losing Father’s Body,
which premiered at Portland Stage
Company; Casanova and Dog Opera,
both produced at the Joseph Papp Public
Theater; Lips, produced at Primary
Stages; and The Automata Pieta and
Moontel Six, both commissioned by

the A.C.T. Young Conservatory New
Plays Program. Her libretto for Peter
Gordon’s opera The Strange Life of Ivan
Osokin was performed at New York’s

La MaMa Annex in 1994. She has also
done two librettos for composer Ronald
Perera, The Yellow Wallpaper, and an
adaptation of John Updike’s novel S.
Most recently, she completed a libretto
for Pulitzer Prize-winning composer
Lewis Spratlan, commissioned by the
San Francisco Opera. Other works
include the plays Native American, So
Far, No Mercy, and its companion piece,
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One Day Earlier, as well as seven plays
for the Children’s Theatre Company

of Minneapolis. Congdon’s plays have
been produced in Moscow, Helsinki,
Hong Kong, Tokyo, Berlin, Edinburgh,
and London. A collection of four of

her plays is in its second printing at
Theatre Communications Group, Inc.
Acting editions of several of her plays are
published by Broadway Plays. She has
received an NEA playwriting fellowship,
two Rockefeller Playwriting Awards
(one for the Bellagio Center in Italy), a
Guggenheim Award, a W. Alton Jones
grant, and Newsday's Oppenheimer
Award for the New York production of
Tales of the Lost Formicans. An alumna of
New Dramatists and a member of PEN,
she teaches playwritiné at Ambherst
College and the Yale School of Drama.

RALPH FUNICELLO (Scenic
Designer) has been associated with
A.C.T. as a set designer since 1972,
including serving as the head of design
1989-90; he most recently designed the
sets of The Three Sisters, For the Pleasure
of Seeing Her Again, The Glass Menagerie,
Enrico IV, Mary Stuart, and Machinal.
He has designed the scenery for more
than 200 theater productions throughout
the United States and Canada. An
artistic associate at the Old Globe
Theatre, he has also worked extensively
with the Mark Taper Forum, South
Coast Repertory, and Seattle Repertory
Theatre. His work has been seen on and
off Broadway, at Lincoln Center Theater,
Manhattan Theatre Club, Milwaukee
Repertory Theater, American Festival
Theatre, Berkeley Repertory Theatre,
the Denver Center Theatre Company,
the Guthrie Theater, Arizona Theatre
Company, the Huntington Theatre
Company, the Stratford Festival in
Ontario, and New York City Opera.

His designs have been recognized by

Bay Area and Los Angeles Drama
Critics’ Circle awards and Drama-
Logue magazine. Funicello is the Powell
Chair in Set Design at San Diego State
University.

BEAVER BAUER (Costume Designer)
has designed costumes for A.C.T.
productions of Waiting for Godot,
Blithe Spirit, The Beard of Avon, The
Misanthrope, Edward 11, Tartuffe,
Insurrection: Holding History, The Royal
Family, The Matchmaker, Uncle Vanya,
The Learned Ladies, Good, Twelfth
Night, A Funny Thing Happened on the
Way to the Forum, Feathers, A Lie of the
Mind, and The Floating Light Bulb.
Most recently she designed Rhinoceros
at Berkeley Repertory Theatre and
Blue (by Charles Randolph-Wright) at
Arena Stage and the Roundabout. She
has also designed for the San Francisco
Shakespeare Festival, Eureka Theatre
Company, Shakespeare Santa Cruz,
Lamplighters, San Jose Repertory
Theatre, the Magic Theatre, Pickle
Family Circus, Classic Stage Company,
Theater of Yugen, and the Riviera and
Desert Inn Hotels in Las Vegas. From
1972 to 1984 she worked for Angels of
Light, a troupe that specializes in cabaret
and theater, and in 1995 she designed
a circus that traveled to Moscow and
Japan. Bauer has won several Bay Area
Theatre Critics’ Circle Awards.

JAMES F.INGALLS (Lighting
Designer) returns to A.C.T., where he
has designed The Three Sisters, Buried
Child, For the Pleasure of Seeing Her
Again, Goodnight Children Fverywhere,
Glengarry Glen Ross, The Invention

of Love, and The Duchess of Malf.

For Berkeley Repertory Theatre

he has designed Ye/lowman, How I
Learned to Drive, McTeague, and The
Revenger. Other work in San Francisco

includes Sylfvia, Maelstrom, Pacific, and
Sandpaper Ballet, all choreographed
by Mark Morris; Silver Ladders,
choreographed by Helgi Tomasson;
Ll Grito, choreographed by Lila York
(San Francisco Ballet); John Adams’s
The Death of Klinghoffer, directed by
Peter Sellars (San Francisco Opera);
and Platée, The Hard Nut, L'Allegro,
il penseroso, ed il moderato, The Peony
Pawvilion, and I Was Looking at the
Ceiling and Then I Saw the Sky (Cal
Performances/Zellerbach). Recent

&

projects include Sixteen Wounded

on Broadway and Salome at the
Metropolitan Opera. He often
collaborates with Beth Burns and the
Saint Joseph Ballet in Santa Ana.

GARTH HEMPHILL (Sound
Designer) is in his seventh season as
A.C.T’s resident sound designer. He has
designed more than 150 productions,
including, most recently for A.C.'T,
A Doll’s House, Waiting for Godot,

Les Liaisons Dangereuses, The Three
Sisters, The Constant Wife, The Dazzle,
American Buffalo, Lackawanna Blues,
Night and Day, Buried Child, For the
Pleasure of Seeing Her Again, The Glass
Menagerie, Blithe Spirit, The Beard

of Avon, Celebration and The Room,

“Master Harold”...and the boys, Enrico
1V, Glengarry Glen Ross, Edward 11,

FINO Ristorante

Fine Italian Dining ,
Located in the Andrews Hotel

SF THEATRE
DISTRICT

* Open for dinner nightly
from 5:30 pm
* Valet parking available

FINO reservations’
415.928.2080

Andrews Hotel 415.563.687

624 Post St. San Francisco 94109 ¢ www.andrewshotel.com
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A.C.T. CONTRIBUTORS

American Conservatory Theater is deeply grateful for the generous support of the individuals, corporations, foundations, and government
agencies whose contributions make great theater possz’b/e.

FOUNDATIONS,
CORPORATIONS,
AND GOVERNMENT
AGENCIES

$100,000 AND ABOVE

AT&T

Doris Duke Charitable Foundation

Grants for the Arts/San Francisco Hotel
Tax Fund

The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation

The James Irvine Foundation

The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation

Anonymous

$50,000-%99,999

KGO AM 810

National Endowment for the Arts
The Bernard Osher Foundation
The Shubert Foundation

$25,000-$49,999
Electonic Arts, Inc.

Hilton San Francisco

Jewels of Charity, Inc.

KDFC Classical 102.1 FM
The San Francisco Foundation
SBC

United Airlines

$10,000-%$24,999
ACT One
Altria Group Inc.
American Express Company
Bank of America Foundation
The Rebecca Susan Buffett Foundation
ChevronTexaco
The Mary A. Crocker Trust
First Republic Bank
Fleishhacker Foundation
Fog City Fund
Ira and Leonore Gershwin Trusts
The David B. Gold Foundation
Richard & Rhoda Goldman Fund
Grace Street Catering
Koret Foundation
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe
Robert Stewart Pfeiffer and
Helen Odell Fund
PG&E Corporation
Resolution Laser Printer Service and
Supplies
San Francisco Magazine
San Francisco Bay Guardian
Sequoia Trust Fund
Union Bank of California Foundation
VanLobenSels/RembeRock Foundation
Wallis Foundation
Wells Fargo Foundation
Anonymous

$5,000-%9,999

Beaulieu Vineyard

The Mervyn L. Brenner Foundation, Ine.

Deloitte & Touche LLP

Downtown Center Garage

The Eldorado Foundation

Heller, Ehrman, White & McAuliffe LLP

Howard, Rice, Nemerovski, Canady,
Robertson, Falk & Rabkin

The Stanley S. Langendorf Foundation

Lavalife

Morrison & Foerster LLP

Pillsbury Winthrop LLP

Edna M. Reichmuth Trust

Von Demme
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$1,000-$4,999

California Casualty Group

Canadian Consulate Trade Office
Farella Braun + Martel LLP

The William G. Gilmore Foundation
Target Stores, Inc.

Terrapin Research & Management Co., Inc.
Theatre Communications Group, Inc.
Theater on the Square

Weston Presidio Capital Management
Anonymous

PROSPERO SOCIETY

The following individuals have generously
provided for A.C.T. in their estate plans.

Judith and David Anderson

Nancy R. Axelrod

Teveia Barnes and Alan Sankin

Arthur H. Bredenbeck

Bruce Carlton

Joan Danforth

The Estate of Williams S. and
Mary Jane Detwiler

The Estate of Mary Gamburg

Hall Byther and Philip Goddard

Frannie and Mort Fleishhacker

Marilee K. Gardner

The Estate of Mrs. Lester G. Hamilton

Kent and Jeanne Harvey

The Estate of Harold R. Hollinger

William S. Howe, Jr.

Stephen and Elizabeth Johnson

Heather M. Kitchen

Jeffrey P. Malloy

Richard G. McCall

John B. McCallister

Deedee and Burt McMurtry

Michael Mellor

Mary and Gene Metz

J. Sanford Miller

Shepard P. Pollack and Paulette Long

Gerald B. Rosenstein

The Estate of Charles Sassoon

Brian Savard

Harold E. Segelstad

Andrew Smith

Cheryl Sorokin

Ruth S. and Alan L. Stein

Clifford J. Stevens and Virginia C. Whittier

Jean Sward

Marvin C. Tanigawa

Shirley Wilson Victor

Nadine Walas

Barry Lawson Williams

Anonymous (11)

INDIVIDUALS

The list below reflects gifts to the Annual Fund
received between March 1, 2003, and March 31,
2004. Gifts listed here do not include special event

contributions.

DiaMOND BENEFACTOR

($25,000 AND ABOVE)

Robert Mailer Anderson and Nicola Miner
Barbara and Gerson Bakar

James and Jean Douglas

Frannie and Mort Fleishhacker

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon P. Getty

Mimi and Peter Haas

Burt and Deedee McMurtry

Mr. and Mirs. Kenneth Oshman

Ms. Toni Rembe and Mr. Arthur Rock
Rusty and Patti Rueff

Alan L. and Ruth Stein

Mrs. Sylvia Coe Tolk

GoLD BENEFACTOR

($10,000-$24,999)
Ms. Teveia Rose Barnes and Mr. Alan Sankin
Ms. Karin Bauer
Ms. Annette Bening
Ms. Rena Bransten
Ms. Lesley Ann Clement
Ms. Christine Coalson
Ms. Joan Danforth
M. and Mrs. Ray Dolby
Mr. and Mrs. William Draper 111
Priscilla and Keith Geeslin
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Green
Douglas W. and Kaatri Grigg
Ms. Judith Kenney
Ms. Heather Kitchen
Mr. Peter Lawrence
Fred M. Levin and Nancy Livingston,
The Shenson Foundation
Christine and Stan Mattison
Mr. and Mrs. Robert McGrath
F. Eugene and Mary S. Metz
J. Sanford and Constance Miller
Michele Ballard Miller
M. Robert M. Moore
Mors. Albert ]. Moorman
Jackie and Howard Nemerovski
Terry and Jan Opdendyk
Dr. Douglas K. Ousterhout
Marjorie and Joseph Perloff
M. Steven C. Phillips and
Ms. Susan Sandler
M. Charles S. Raben
Mr. and Mrs. Claude N. Rosenberg, Jr.
Mr. Russ Selinger
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Snyder
Dr. and Mrs. Gideon Sorokin
M. and Mrs. Steven L. Swig
Mr. Patrick S. Thompson
Mr. Barry Lawson Williams
Dianne Budd and Andrew Wolff
Ms. Anita Yu and Mr. Steven Westly

Anonymous

SILVER BENEFACTOR

($5,000-$9,999)
Christopher P. and Amber Marie Bently
Mary Lynn Marx Bianco
Frances and John Bowes
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Bryan
Mrs. Bette Cereske
Mr. and Mrs. Steven B. Chase
M. James L. Coran and
Mr. Walter A. Nelson-Rees
Edward and Della Dobranski
Mr. Timothy C. Duran
Mrs. Delia Fleishhacker Ehrlich
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Fineberg
Mr. and Mirs. Robert Fisher
The Freiberg Family
Robin Quist Gates
Marcia and John Goldman
Mr. and Mrs. Kelley Guest
Mr. and Mrs. Kent Harvey
Warren and Chris Hellman
Ms. Betty Hoener
Mr. James C. Hormel
Jan and Rita Isaacs
George and Janet Kelts
Ms. Angele Khachadour
Mr. Jonathan Kitchen and
Ms. Nina Hatvany
M. Joel Krauska
Joan and Ralph Lane
Tom and Sheila Larsen
Mr. William Thomas Lockard
Mr. Byron R. Meyer
Mis. Helene Oppenheimer
Janet and Clyde Ostler
Michael and Karen Page

Mr. Allan W. Parker
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Pease
Mr. Shepard P. Pollack and
Ms. Paulette Long
Mr. and Mrs. W. Preston Raisin
Diane Rathjen Rock
Toby and Sally Rosenblatt
Prentice and Paul Sack
Toby and Rita Schreiber
Ms. Ruth A, Short
Ms. Claire Solot
John and Pam Story
Drs. Vibeke Strand and Jack Loftis
Mr. Laney Thornton and Ms. Pasha Dritt
Monte and Ruthellen Toole
Ms. Athena Troxel-Blackburn and
Mr. Timothy C. Blackburn
Mr. Daniel G. Volkmann, Jr.
M. and Mrs. John S. Wadsworth, Jr.
Mrs. James L. Walker

Anonymous

BronzE BENEFACTOR

($3,000-$4,999)
Ms. Fritzi Benesch
Dr. Barbara L. Bessey and
Dr. Kevin J. Gilmartin
Mrs. Hilton Bialek
Mr. Paul E. Cameron and
Ms. Shannon Page
Mr. Bruce Carlton and
Mr. Richard McCall
John and Linda Carter
Mr. and Mis. Jim A. Davidson
Madeline and Myrkle Deaton
Ms. Jane Anne Doar
Ms. Thalia Dorwick
Dr. Caroline Emmett and
Dr. Russell Rydel
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome B. Falk, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. David Fleishhacker
Dr. and Mrs. Fred N. Fritsch
Dr. and Mrs. Richard E. Geist
Dr. Sharon A. Gould
Richard and Marcia Grand
Mark and Renee Greenstein
Mrs. Ermalind V. Guerin
Howard Grothe and Robert James
Mr. and Ms. Kirke Hasson
Mr. and Mrs. R. S. Heinrichs
Mr. Robert Hulteng
Mr. Kenneth Jaffee
Louise and Howard Karr
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Kaufman
Ms. Lisa Keon
Mr. Thomas Koegel and Ms. Anne LaFollette
Mr. and Mrs. P. Beach Kuhl
Richard and Pacla Kulp
Barbara and Chuck Lavaroni
Ms. Sue Yung Li
Mr. Paul Mariano
Dr. Michael F. Marmor
Bruce and Adrienne Mitchell
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Mohrenweiser
Ms. Letitia Momirov
Mr. Patrick Morrin and Ms. Janice Jagelski
Mr. Don Palermo
Bruce and Vicki Pate
M. and Mis. Stephen F. Patterson
Ms. Virginia Patterson
Mr. and Mis. Richard Riley
Mr. and Mrs, Richard M. Rosenberg
Mr. Gerald B. Rosenstein
Mis. Riva Rubnitz
Ms. Courtney Russell
Joyce and Donald Sallan
Ms. Karen Scussel and Mr. Curt Riffle
Joseph Skokan, M.D.
Mr. Walter Smith and Mr. Howard Tharsing
Solomon Mental Health Fund




A.C.T. CONTRIBUTORS

Mr. David Soward and

Ms. Roxanne Fleming
M. John G. Sperling
Dr. and Mrs. Martin Terplan
Mr. and Mrs. Dexter C. Tight
Ms. Lorilei Vose and Mr. John Tuttle
Ms. Jeanmarie Weinstein
Mr. and Mrs. Paul E. Weiss
Irv Weissman Family
Ms. Nola Yee
Anonymous

BENEFACTOR

($1,500-%2,999)

Mr. and Mrs. Howard J. Adams
Ms. Sharon L. Anderson

Mr. Paul Angelo

Mr. Guy Anthony

Ms. Evvah Barshad

Carole and Alan Becker

M. Stephen Belford

Leslic and Brian Benjamin

M. and Mrs. Richard Bennett

Ms. Donna L. Beres

Ms. Elisabeth Berliner

Mr. Kenneth C. Berner

Paul and Kathy Bissinger

Fred and Nancy Bjork

Nordin and Donna Blacker

Ms. Sanda Blockey

Ms. Janet H. Boreta

Beth and Edward Brennan

Ms. Patricia Bresee

Mr. and Mrs. R. Kent Brewer

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon E. Bruno *
Mr. and Mrs. John Clifford Burton
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald E. Cape

Drs. Toni and Timothy Carlton
Mr. Ronald Casassa

Gerhard and Regina Casper

Mr. and Mrs. T. Z. Chu

Ms. Mary E. Claugus

Mr. Ronald Claveloux

Lloyd and Janet Cluff

Dr. and Mrs. William J. Comport
Ms. Donna Crabb and Mr. Gustav Laub
Mr. Sean P. Cullen and Ms. Juliette Robbins
Jane and Peter Culley

Ms. Beatrice Cummings

Mr. and Mrs. Ricky . Curotto

Ms. Carlotta R. Dathe

Mr. T.L. Davis and Ms. MLN. Plant
Ms. Ira D. Dearing

Ms. M. Quinn Delaney

Mr. and Mrs. Paul F. Denning
Ms. Victoria Dethlefson

Ms. Carol Dollinger

Dr. and Mrs. Leo V. Dos Remedios
Mr. Merrick Dowson

Mr. and Mrs. Roger D. Dwinell
Ms. Joan Eckart

Ms. Mary Ehrig

Ms. Andrea Eichhorn

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Eitingon

Ms. Joan L. Ellison

Mr. Don Ellwood and Ms. Sandra Johnigan
Ms. Dana Emery

Ms. Sheila Emery

Mr. and Mirs. Christian P. Erdman
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Fadley

Mr. Alexander L. Fetter

Dr. and Mrs. Laurence Finberg
M. Jason Fish & Ms. Courtney Benoist
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick F. Flannery
Mr. and Mrs. James Forbes

Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Fowler, Jr.
Ms. Naomi Frank

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Frankel
Mrs. Phyllis Friedman

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Gallagher
Mis. Gloria G. Getty

Ms. Susan Johann Gilardi

Dr. and Mrs. Harvey W. Glasser
M. Geoffrey Green

Ms. Johna Grim
Ms. Margaret J. Grover
Ms. Shelley R. Grubb
The Hadsell Family
Timothy F. and E. Ann Haggerty
Alan and Wendy Harris
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Paul Hensley
Ms. Adrienne Hirt and Mr. Jeffrey Rodman
Ms. Jaquelin Hume
Jo and Jed Hurley
Mrs. Dorothy A. Hyde
Lyn and Harry Isbell
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Jeese, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. C. David Jensen
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey W. Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Johnston
Mr. Chris Jones
M. Reese Jones
Dr. Selna Kaplan
Mr. Gregg Kellogg
Mrs. June Hope Kingsley
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Koshland
Dr. Thane Kreiner and Dr. Steven Lovejoy
Dr. and Mrs. Robert H. Kremers
Mr. Michael Kurtz
Ms. Theresa LaMay
Patrick Lamey and Mary Hughes
Ms. Janet Lamkin
Mr. and Mrs. Howard W. Lewis
Ms. Jennifer Lindsay
Ms. Rosemary Luke
Bruce and Naomi Mann
Mr. Charles R. Manning
Ms. Jill Matichak Handelsman
Ms. Judith Maxwell
Mr. and Mrs. Archibald McClure
Mr. and Mrs. Donald J. McCubbin
Mr. and Mrs. Robert McGee
Ms. Kathleen Mcllwain
Ms. Judith McKelvey and Dr. Robert Shaw
M. J. A. McQuown
Mrs. Jeanne A. Meyer
Mr. and Mrs. Glen Michel
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Michelson
David and Alex Miller
Mr. Ted Clayton Mitchell
Mrs. Sharon H. Morris
Mr. and Mrs. John Murphy
Mr. and Mrs. William Needham
Mr. and Mrs. Merrill E. Newman
Ms. Mary D. Niemiller
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Osterweis
Mr. David J. Pasta
Toby and Al Pelavin
Mr. Jonathan Perkins and
Ms. Tracy McMullin
Ms. Carey Perloff and Mr. Anthony Giles
Ms. Juliette W. Powell
Ms. C. Powell-Haggerty and
Mr. Bill Powell
Lisa and John Pritzker
Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Ratinoff
Joyce and Gary Rifkind
Mr. and Mis. Richard Riley
Ivy and Leigh Robinson
Dr. Donald K. Rose
Mark and Martha Ross
Mr. Gary Rubenstein
Ms. Susan Rubenstein
Mrs. Riva Rubnitz
Drs. Martin and Corazon Sanders and
Laura Sanders
Bruno and Anne Sandoval
Jack and Betty Schafer
M. and Mrs. Robert Schiller
Ms. Rita C. Schueling and Mr. John Stout
Dr. F. Stanley Seifried
The Shaw Foundation
Ms. Kathleen Ann Skeels
Mr. and Mrs. Richard D. Smallwood
Ms. Eta Somekh
Mr. Richard Spaete
Mr. Laurence L. Spitters
Gerard St. Pierre

Mr. and Mrs. Emmett Stanton
Mr. Charles Stauffacher
Ms. Nancy E. Stephens and Mr. Bill King
Charles and Shitley Sullivan
Mr. Ashfaque Swapan
Mr. and Mrs. David W. Terris
Mr. and Mrs. Jan Thomson
Ms. Suzie S. Thorn
Ms. Ann M. Thornton
William and Judith Timken
Mr. and Mrs. Gary J. Torre
Arnie and Gail Wagner
Mr. Thomas Walters
Mr. Robert Welles
Mr. and Mirs. Christopher A. Westover
Ms. Pamela K. Whipp
Ms. Nancy Whittaker
Rachel & Clive Whittenbury
Dr. and Mrs. Andrew Wiesenthal
Ms. Linda Ying Wong
Dr. Carolyn L. Wright and
Mr. Richard Lapping
Mr. and Mrs. Bennett G. Young
Anonymous (6)

PAaTRON
($1,000-$1,499)

Ms. Ernestina Alvarez

Mr. Armar Archbold

Ms. Irina E. Auerbuch

Ms. Nancy Axelrod

The Stacey Baba and James Vokac
Charitable Foundation

Mr. Marvin Banks

Mr. David N. Barnard

Mr. Neil Barth

Mr. Daniel R. Bedford

Ms. Susan Beech

Ms. Alison Bers and
Mr. August Lee Kleinecke

Dr. and Mrs. Fowler Biggs

Mr. James R. Blount

Larry and Lisbeth Blum

Mr. Richard Bruins

Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Burnett

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Butcher

Ms. Frances Campra

Mr. Damian S. Carmichael

Ms. Susan Catmull

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Chaiken

Lionel and Lorraine Chan

Mr. and Mrs. William R. Cheney

Mr. Henry Choi

Thomas J. and Joan C. Cooney

Mr. and Mrs. James M. Coriston

M. Robert V. Coyne

Dr. and Mrs. Theodore Craig

Ms. Kay Craven

Ms. Suzanne K. Cross

Jane and Peter Culley

Ms. Daniela De Luca

Judith and Robert DeFranco

Carl and Theresa Degler

Mr. and Mrs. Reid Dennis

Ms. Kathryn Dickson

Mr. David Donnelly

Mr. Calvin Doucet

Mr. Fred Drexler

Ms. Phyllis Kay Dryden

Mr. and Mrs. Leif Erickson

Denis, Cheryl, and Vicki Fama

Mr. James M.P. Feuille

Mr. Robert Finkle

Mr. George W. Flynn

Ms. Marilyn A. Forni

The Margot Fraser Fund of the
Marin County Foundation

Doré and James Gabby

Ms. Rosemary Garrison

Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth Gottlieb

Ms. Linda Grauer

Mr. Bill Grove

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Halperin

Mr. Steve Hamilton and
Ms. Corinne Brion
Ms. Jeanette Harms
Wolfgang and Alexandra Hausen
Mr. John F. Heil
Joanne and Harlan Heydon
Mr. Donald Holcomb
Holly and Chris Hollenbeck
Ms. Marcia Hooper
Ms. Natalie A. Hopkins
Mrs. Shirley Hort
Ms. Jennifer Howlett
Ms. Kimberly Hughes
Mr. and Mrs. George Hume
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Hunter, Jr.
Mr. William Jarvis
Stephen and Elizabeth Johnson
Mis. James H. Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kamil
Ms. Caroline M. Kane
Gary and Zeeva Kardos
Ms. Nancy L. Kittle
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Klingbeil [
Mr. John Koza
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Landisman
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Levin
Ms. Helen S. Lewis
Mr. Lenny Lieberman
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Lobel
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Ludgus
Mr. and Mrs. James J. Ludwig
Mr. Patrick Machado
Mr. and Mis. Ted N. Magee
Mr. Nion T. McEvoy
M. Donald McKibben
Ms. Ann B. McLeod
Mr. Michael L. Mellor
Mr. and Mrs. Harold A. Menzies, Jr.
Mr. Roger Montgomery
M. Ralph V. Moore
Mycroft
Mrs. Newton H. Neustadter, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Nissim
Ms. Doris Nordeen
Annette and Allen Norris
Mr. and Mis. John O’Connor
M:s. Shelly Osborne and Mr. Steve Terrill
Ms. Liz Perle
M. and Mis. Robert M. Raymer
Ms. Maryalice Reinmuller
M:s. Shelley Richenbach
Mr. and Mrs, Joseph Riggio
Helen Roberts and Anthony Grzejka
Mr. James Robinson and Ms. Kathy Hohman
Mrs. Marianne B. Robison
M. Joseph Rosenthal
M. Nik Rouda
Mr. and Mrs. Bertram Rowland
Mr. and Ms. Bertram
Mr. and Mrs. Robert K. Russell, Jr.
Mis. H. Harrison Sadler
Dr. and Mrs. Rudi Schmid
Mr. and Ms. Gene Schnair
Mrs. Charles M. Schulz
Mrs. Marietta C. Schumacher
Mrs. H. Boyd Seymour
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford A. Sharpe
Mr. Andrew Shore
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Shorenstein
Mr. Ray Simon
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Simons
Mr. Paul Spiegel
Mr. Daniel S. Spradling
Ms. Ann L. Sundby
Mrs. Jean Sward
Mr. and Mis. Jeffrey Thermond
Ms. Sylvia G. Toth
Ms. Laura Ubben
M. and Mrs. Leland H. Van Winkle
Dr. and Mrs. C. Daniel Vencill
Ms. Margaret Warton and Mr. Steve Benting
Ms. Beth Weissman
Mr. Joe Wolcott
Robin Wright
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