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EMLYN WILLIAMS TO APPEAR IN 

'DYLAN THOMAS 

GROWING UP' 

AT MARINES' 

Emlyn Williams brings another of his famed solo performances to San Fran
cisco when Dylan Thomas Growing Up opens at the A.C.T.'s Marines' Memo
rial Theatre as a special holiday treat for two weeks beginning Dec. 26. 

Like his Charles Dickens which Williams has performed to acclaim all over 
the world, Dylan Thomas Growing Up has become something of a theatre leg
end over the past 20 years. Williams took part in the first stage performance 
of Dylan Thomas' Under Milkwood and since that time he has come to realize
how that poet had been veering toward the theatre and how-had he lived
the theatre might have been enriched by his talents. 

It then became the actor's conviction that he should weave together from 
Dylan Thomas' other works, as he had from Dickens', a theatrical entertain
ment. Williams first appeared as Dylan Thomas Growing Up to enormous criti
cal acclaim at the Globe Theatre in London during 1955. Two years later the 
show opened at the Longacre Theatre in New York with similar success. Sub
sequently, Williams has returned to Dylan Thomas every few years between 
plays, films and publications of his own books. He has presented this produc
tion throughout the United States, Canada, Europe, Africa, New Zealand, Aus
tralia and the U.S.S.R. 

Emlyn Williams has been an international celebrity since 1935 when he
wrote and starred in what has become a classic of contemporary theatre, 
Night Must Fall, in which he chilled and captivated audiences in both London 
and New York. Three years later, he firmly established his reputation as a play
wright with The Corn is Green. He starred on the London stage with Sybil 
Thorndike in this production which was later moved to New York with Ethel 
Barrymore and finally turned into the popular film starring Bette Davis. 

It was during 1950 that Williams happened to read a biography of Charles 
Dickens and realized that the riches of the written word could be channeled
into a special stage medium. After a year of adaptation and study, he pre
sented his first solo performance: Emlyn Williams as Charles Dickens. At this
point of his career he had never appeared alone on the stage (which should 
give some idea of how adventurous this project was to undertake). The results
of this adventure were so filled with startling success, that Williams found 
himself a pioneer in the line of one-person entertainments. Last year a third
"solo performance" was created by Williams called The Playboy of the Week
end World, a collection of monologues based on the writing of H. H. Munro
(Saki). 

Williams' other acting activities have covered a wide field from seasons at 
Stratford-upon-Avon (Shylock, Iago, Angelo), to New York as Sir Thomas More 
in A Man For All Seasons and the Pope in The Deputy. London audiences have
viewed his adaptation and performance in A Month in the Country (with Ingrid
Bergman and Michael Redgrave) and The Master Builder (first with Michael 
Redgrave and Maggie Smith, then with Laurence Olivier and Joan Plowright). 
He has published three best-selling books, George and Emlyn (both autobiog
raphies) and Beyond Belief, a study of murder. Williams is currently preparing
the book and lyrics of Spring!, a musical based on one of his plays. 

Dylan Thomas Growing Up presents selections from such works by Thomas
as Quite Early One Morning, Portrait of the Artist as a Young Dog, A Prospect
of the Sea and Return Journey.
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Theatre, San Diego he was seen in 
Hamlet, The Taming of the Shrew and 
Timon of Athens during the 1977 sea
son. A.C.T. credits in shows include A 
Christmas Carol, Hotel Par adiso, 5th 
of July, The Visit and the N.E.T. pro
duction of The Taming of the Shrew. 

DANIEL DAVIS is in his sixth season 
with A.C.T. This past 
summer he won au
dience and critical 
acclaim for his per
formance as Ham
let, under Allen Flet
cher's direction, at 
the P.C.P.A.ISolvang 

Theatrefest. Davis has appeared in 
many productions on and off Broad
way. He played opposite K�tharine 
Hepburn in the national touring com
pany of Coco. He has performed ex
tensively with major regional theatres 
in th·e United States and Canada, 
including the Stratford, Ont. and 
Stratford, Conn. festivals. He has per
formed roles in twenty-six of Shake
speare's plays. His roles at A.C.T. in
clude Iago in Othello, Martin Dysart in 
Equus, Brutus in Julius Caesar, Sid
ney in Absurd Person Singular, Auto
lycus in The Winter's Tale, Richard in 
Hay Fever, Uncle Sid in Ah, Wilder
ness!, and the title role in Peer Gynt, 
among others. 

HEIDI HELEN DAVIS [*] joined the 
company two sea
sons ago and has 
appeared in A.C.T.'s 
productions of Peer 
Gynt, Othello, Juli
us C aes ar, Hotel 
Paradiso, A Christ
mas Carol, Absurd 

Person Singular, A Month in the Coun
try and Heartbreak House. 

RICHARD DENISON[*] was born and 
raised in Toronto. 
Active in the theatre 
while still a high 
school student, Den
i son's early roles in
cluded Tom in The 
Gl ass Men agerie, 
Jesus and Judas in 

Godspe/1, Jerry in The Zoo Story, and 
Sakini in Te ahouse of the August 
Moon. With the Oregon Shakespear
ean Festival in Ashland, his assign
ments ranged from the Soothsayer in 
Antony and Cleopatra to Lucentio in 
The Taming of the Shrew to First Mur
derer in Richard Ill, as well as roles in 
A Moon for the Misbegotten and 
Henry VI, Part Three.His A.C.T. credits 
include The Winter's Tale, A Christ
mas Carol and The Visit. 

GIVE SOMEBODY A 
CRUNCH FEAST. 

Almond gifts smack of good taste. Crisp, crunchy, 
and oh-so-flavorful.What a welcome surprise! Many 
delicious assortments of snack, cooking, and dessert 
almonds to choose from. For a tasty example, try: 

Two big 14 oz. tins: 
tantalizing Smoke
house® and savory 
Roasted Salted. 

ONLY 86�0

MAILED, U.S. $8.25 

Order.almono gifts by phone with your Master Charge or Bank Americard (VISA). 

ALMOND PlAZ4® 
Ghirardelli Square, 900 North Point St., 

San Francisco, CA 94109. 776-9611 

Also available at Almond Pl�" in San Jose and Sacramento. 

BEFORE AND AFTER THE SHOW � 
1,� g NCE·l940

DfflON Sl 
'fRA • Prime Rib

fl. BERKELEY • Cocktails 
0 • Delicious Desserts

• Live Music Nightly ,iiiiiiiiiii
TELEGRAPH AT DURANT• BERKELEY• 848-0886 

non-smoking �t·ction 
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