Preparing to Stand

stand/stand/ By defination
Verb: Have or maintain an upright position, supported by one's feet:
Noun: An attitude toward a particular issue; a position taken in an argument

Synonyms:verb. endure - bear - stop - abide
noun. stall - position - booth

Carefulness in Presenting New Views

All should be careful about presenting new views of Scripture before they have given these
points thorough study, and are fully prepared to sustain them from the Bible. Introduce nothing
that will cause dissension, without clear evidence that in it God is giving a special message for
this time. {TM 106.3}

But beware of rejecting that which is truth. The great danger with our people has been that of
depending upon men and making flesh their arm. Those who have not been in the habit of
searching the Bible for themselves, or weighing evidence, have confidence in the leading men
and accept the decisions they make; and thus many
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will reject the very messages God sends to His people, if these leading brethren do not accept
them. {TM 106.4}

No one should claim that he has all the light there is for God's people. The Lord will not
tolerate this. He has said,"I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it." Even if
all our leading men should refuse light and truth, that door will still remain open. The Lord will
raise up men who will give the people the message for this time. {TM 107.1}

The Truth Will Stand

Truth is eternal, and conflict with error will only make manifest its strength. We should never
refuse to examine the Scriptures with those who, we have reason to believe, desire to know what
is truth. Suppose a brother held a view that differed from yours, and he should come to you,
proposing that you sit down with him and make an investigation of that point in the Scriptures;
should you rise up, filled with prejudice, and condemn his ideas, while refusing to give him a
candid hearing? The only right way would be to sit down as Christians and investigate the
position presented in the light of God's word, which will reveal truth and unmask error. To
ridicule his ideas would not weaken his position in the least if it were false, or strengthen your
position if it were true. If the pillars of our faith will not stand the test of investigation, it is time
that we knew it. There must be no spirit of Pharisaism cherished among us. {TM 107.2}



Revelation
6:12  And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the
sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood;

6:13  And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she
is shaken of a mighty wind.

6:14  And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island
were moved out of their places.

6:15  And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the
mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the
mountains;

6:16  And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on
the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb:

6:17  For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?

Chapter 7

7:1 And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the four
winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree.

7:2  And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried
with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea,

7:3 Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our
God in their foreheads.

Too Much Is at Stake to Waver Now

Let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the
wind and tossed. James 1:6. {SD 210.1}

Some men have no firmness of character. They are like a ball of putty and can be pressed into any
conceivable shape. . . . This weakness, indecision, and inefficiency must be overcome. There is an
indomitableness about true Christian character which cannot be molded or subdued by adverse
circumstances. Men must have moral backbone, an integrity which cannot be flattered, bribed, or
terrified. {SD 210.2}

We have a powerful enemy. . . . When men give themselves over to be the slaves of Satan, he does not
manifest the enmity toward them which he does to those who bear the name of Christ, and give
themselves to the service of God. He hates them with a deadly hatred. He knows that he can grieve Jesus
by bringing them under the power of his deceptions, by injuring them, by weakening their faith. . . . Satan
will permit those to have a degree of rest who are bound as slaves to his chariot, for they are his willing
captives; but his enmity is aroused when the message of mercy reaches his bond slaves, and they seek to

wrench themselves away from his power, that they may follow the true Shepherd. . . . The conflict
between the soul and Satan begins when the captive begins to tug at the chain, and longs to be free. . . .
{SD 210.3}

Those who really desire to be taught of God, and to walk in His way, have the sure promise that if they
feel their lack of wisdom and ask of God, He will give liberally, and upbraid not. The apostle says, "Let



him ask in faith, nothing wavering." . . . Believe; believe that God will do just what He has promised.
Keep your prayers ascending, and watch, work, and wait. Fight the good fight of faith. {SD 210.4}
As long as we sail with the current of the world we need neither canvas nor oar. It is when we turn
squarely about to stem the current that our labors begin.
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To Stand Firm in Spite of Ridicule and Scorn

Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners,
nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. Psalm 1:1. {SD 211.1}

The ungodly are those who do not love and obey the commandments of God, but go contrary to them.
This is the class of counselors you are warned to shun,--the class which Satan uses to lead youth astray.
Their counsel, their suggestions, are of a character to make light of sin, to ridicule righteousness. . . . They
are represented as standing in the way of sinners, always leading them out of the straight path of duty and
obedience to God's commandments into paths of disobedience. If it were not for those persons who do
wrong and tempt others to do wrong, many sinners might have chosen the path of duty, the life of purity
and godliness. {SD 211.2}

The fear of ridicule leads many a youth to yield to temptation and to walk in the way of the ungodly.
{SD 211.3}

Jesus would not place Himself in peril to please the devil. But how many today can stand a dare? {SD
211.4}

Allow no taunts, no threats, no sneering remarks, to induce you to violate your conscience in the least
particular, and thus open a door whereby Satan can come in and control the mind. . .. {SD 211.5}

You must be an interested student of the Bible. . . . His Word is a sure guide; if it is carefully studied,
there is no danger of falling under the power of temptations that surround the youth, and crowd in upon
them. {SD 211.6}

Some may ridicule you for being so strict; they may call you self-righteous; but be careful to start
right, and then keep quietly on. The history of Daniel, if all was written, would open chapters before you
that would show you the temptations he had to meet, of ridicule, envy, and hatred; but . . . he rose
superior to ridicule; and so will every one who is an overcomer.
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To Stand for Principle Despite Opposition

And I sent messengers unto them, saying, I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down: why
should the work cease, whilst I leave it, and come down to you? Nehemiah 6:3. {SD 213.1}

God has men in reserve, prepared to meet the demand, that His work may be preserved from all
contaminating influences. God will be honored and glorified. When the divine Spirit impresses the mind
of the man appointed by God as fit for the work, he responds, saying, "Here am I; send me." . . .
Nehemiah showed himself to be a man whom God could use to put down false principles and to restore



heaven-born principles; and God honored him. The Lord will use in His work men who are as true as steel
to principle, who will not be swayed by the sophistries of those who have lost their spiritual eyesight.
{SD 213.2}

Nehemiah was chosen by God because he was willing to cooperate with the Lord as a restorer.
Falsehood and intrigue were used to pervert his integrity, but he would not be bribed. He refused to be
corrupted by the devices of unprincipled men, who had been hired to do an evil work. He would not allow
them to intimidate him into following a cowardly course. When he saw wrong principles being acted
upon, he did not stand by as an onlooker, and by his silence give consent. He did not leave the people to
conclude that he was standing on the wrong side. He took a firm, unyielding stand for the right. He would
not lend one jot of influence to the perversion of the principles that God has established. {SD 213.3}

We shall meet with opposition of every description, as did the builders of the walls of Jerusalem; but if
we watch and pray, and work as they did, God will fight our battles for us, and give us precious victories.
... We should move forward with unwavering confidence, believing that God will give to His truth great

and precious victories. . . . Relying upon Jesus, we shall carry a convincing power with us that we have
the truth.
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To Call Sin by its Right Name

And Joshua said unto Achan, My son, give, I pray thee, glory to the Lord God of Israel, and make
confession unto him; and tell me now what thou hast done; hide it not from me. Joshua 7:19. {SD 214.1}

The history of Achan teaches the solemn lesson that for one man's sin the displeasure of God will rest
upon a people or a nation till the transgression is searched out and punished. Sin is corrupting in its
nature. One man infected with its deadly leprosy may communicate the taint to thousands. . . . Many dare
not condemn iniquity, lest they shall thereby sacrifice position or popularity. And by some it is considered
uncharitable to rebuke sin. The servant of God . . . is under the most solemn obligation to present the
Word of God, without fear or favor. He must call sin by its right name. . .. {SD 214.2}

The love of God will never lead to the belittling of sin; it will never cover or excuse an unconfessed
wrong. Achan learned too late that God's law, like its Author, is unchanging. It has to do with all our acts
and thoughts and feelings. It follows us, and reaches every secret spring of action. By indulgence in sin,
men are led to lightly regard the law of God. Many conceal their transgressions from their fellow men,
and flatter themselves that God will not be strict to mark iniquity. But His law is the great standard of
right, and with it every act of life must be compared in that day when God shall bring every work into
judgment with every secret thing, whether it be good or evil. Purity of heart will lead to purity of life. All
excuses for sin are vain. Who can plead for the sinner when God testifies against him? {SD 214.3}

The greatest want of the world is the want of men,--men who will not be bought or sold; men who in
their inmost souls are true and honest; men who do not fear to call sin by its right name; men whose
conscience is as true to duty as the needle to the pole; men who will stand for the right though the heavens
fall.
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The Angel Of Revelation 10 Proclaims God’s Last Message
And he set his right foot upon the sea, and his left foot on the earth. Revelation 10:2. {CTr 340.1}

The message of Revelation 14, proclaiming that the hour of God’s judgment is come, is given in the time
of the end. The angel of Revelation 10 is represented as having one foot on the sea and one foot on the
land, showing that the message will be carried to distant lands, the ocean will be crossed, and the islands
of the sea will hear the proclamation of the last message of warning to our world. . .. {CTr 340.2}

“That there should be time no longer.” This message announces the end of the prophetic periods. The
disappointment of those who expected to see our Lord in 1844 was indeed bitter to those who had so
ardently looked for His appearing. It was in the Lord’s order that this disappointment should come, and
that hearts should be revealed. {CTr 340.3}

Not one cloud has fallen upon the church that God has not prepared for; not one opposing force has risen
to counterwork the work of God that He has not foreseen. All has taken place as He has predicted through
His prophets. He has not left His church forsaken in darkness, but has traced in prophetic declarations
what would occur, and through His providence, acting in its appointed place in the world’s history, He
has brought about that which His Holy Spirit inspired the prophets to foretell. All His purposes will be
fulfilled and established. His law is linked with His throne, and satanic agencies combined with human
agencies cannot destroy it. {CTr 340.4}

Truth is inspired and guarded by God; it will live, and will succeed, although it may appear at times to be
overshadowed. The gospel of Christ is the law exemplified in character. The deceptions practiced against
it, every device for vindicating falsehood, every error forged by satanic agencies, will eventually be
eternally broken, and the triumph of truth will be like the appearing of the sun at noonday. The Sun of
Righteousness shall shine forth with healing in His wings, and the whole earth shall be filled with His
glory. {CTr 340.5}

All that God has in prophetic history specified to be fulfilled in the past has been, and all that is yet to
come in its order will be. Daniel, God’s prophet, stands in his place. John stands in his place. In the
Revelation the Lion of the tribe of Judah has opened to the students of prophecy the book of Daniel, and
thus is Daniel standing in his place. He bears his testimony, that which the Lord revealed to him in vision,
of the great and solemn events that we must know as we stand on the very threshold of their fulfillment.—
Manuscript 32, 1896 (Manuscript Releases, vol. 17, pp. 9-11). {CTr 340.6}

The Study of the Books of Daniel
and the Revelation [COMPILED FROM
VARIOUS PUBLICATIONS, AND FROM
MANUSCRIPTS OF LARGE CIRCULATION.]

God's Spirit has illuminated every page of Holy Writ, but there are those upon whom it makes
little impression, because it is imperfectly understood. When the shaking comes, by the
introduction of false theories, these surface readers, anchored nowhere, are like shifting sand.
They slide into any position to suit the tenor of their feelings of bitterness. . . . Daniel and



Revelation must be studied, as well as the other prophecies of the Old and New Testaments. Let
there be light, yes, light, in your dwellings. For this we need to pray. The Holy Spirit, shining
upon the sacred page, will open our understanding, that we may know what is truth. . . . {TM
112.1}

There is need of a much closer study of the word of God; especially should Daniel and the
Revelation have attention as never before in the history of our work. We may have less to say in
some lines, in regard to the Roman power and the papacy; but we should call attention to what
the prophets and apostles have written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit of God. The Holy
Spirit has so shaped matters, both in the giving of the prophecy and in the events portrayed, as to
teach that the human agent is to be kept out of sight, hid in Christ, and that the Lord God of
heaven and His law are to be exalted. Read the book of Daniel. Call up, point by point, the
history of the kingdoms there represented. Behold statesmen, councils, powerful armies, and see
how God wrought to abase the pride of men, and lay human glory in the dust. ... {TM 112.2}

The light that Daniel received from God was given
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especially for these last days. The visions he saw by the banks of the Ulai and the Hiddekel, the
great rivers of Shinar, are now in process of fulfillment, and all the events foretold will soon
come to pass. {TM 112.3}

Consider the circumstances of the Jewish nation when the prophecies of Daniel were given.
{TM 113.1}

Let us give more time to the study of the Bible. We do not understand the word as we should.
The book of Revelation opens with an injunction to us to understand the instruction that it
contains. "Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy," God
declares, "and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand." When we as a
people understand what this book means to us, there will be seen among us a great revival. We
do not understand fully the lessons that it teaches, notwithstanding the injunction given us to
search and study it. {TM 113.2}

In the past teachers have declared Daniel and the Revelation to be sealed books, and the
people have turned from them. The veil whose apparent mystery has kept many from lifting it,
God's own hand has withdrawn from these portions of His word. The very name "Revelation"
contradicts the statement that it is a sealed book. "Revelation" means that something of
importance is revealed. The truths of this book are addressed to those living in these last days.
We are standing with the veil removed in the holy place of sacred things. We are not to stand
without. We are to enter, not with careless, irreverent thoughts, not with impetuous footsteps, but
with reverence and godly fear. We are nearing the time when the prophecies of the book of
Revelation are to be fulfilled. . . .
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We have the commandments of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ, which is the spirit of

prophecy. Priceless gems are to be found in the word of God . Those who search this word



should keep the mind clear. Never should they indulge perverted appetite in eating or drinking.
{TM 114.1}

If they do this, the brain will be confused; they will be unable to bear the strain of digging
deep to find out the meaning of those things which relate to the closing scenes of this earth's
history. {TM 114.2}

When the books of Daniel and Revelation are better understood, believers will have an
entirely different religious experience. They will be given such glimpses of the open gates of
heaven that heart and mind will be impressed with the character that all must develop in order to
realize the blessedness which is to be the reward of the pure in heart. {TM 114.3}

The Lord will bless all who will seek humbly and meekly to understand that which is revealed
in the Revelation. This book contains so much that is large with immortality and full of glory that
all who read and search it earnestly receive the blessing to those "that hear the words of this
prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein." {TM 114.4}



