
I am 
not an 
artist.



...But I 
like to 

Make 
things.

My 
name 
is 
anne 
lee 
steele. 
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Born in 
Chicago, 
USA.

1993

Wrote first song 
for school 
contest (age 8).

Published 
first  fiction 
short story 
in The Point 
Magazine, in 
Christchurch, 
New Zealand.

Published 
academic 
article on 
Bhutanese 
conservation in 
Consilience, 
the Journal of 
Sustainable 
Development.

20182013

2001

Photography pub-
lished in Racing 
Minds Magazine, 
Urban Outfitters 
blog. Interviewed 
for photography-
blogger.net.

2010

2011 - Current

2019
Starting graduate 
program (MA) in the 
Anthropology and 
Sociology of Development 
at the Graduate Institute 
of International and 
Development Studies in 
Geneva, Switzerland.

Wrote 33 poems, 2 songs, and 1 film 
script. Shot 2 weddings, 2 short 
films, 4 music videos, and took at 
least 5000 photographs. 

Co-founded 
and edited 
“Halcyon 
Magazine” 
at Columbia 
University.

2011

There are two constants in my life: that I 
feel most at home when in motion, and that 
I’ve always digested these experiences 
– studies, travels, and otherwise - by 
making things.

Coded first 
multimedia 
visualization 
(age 24).

2017

= 
Moved   
Cities

>>> >>> >>>> > >
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These days, I’m mostly 
thinking about climate change, 
humanitarian, and development 

issues as a MA Candidate at the 
Graduate Institute, Geneva.

But I’ve always believed that 
we need to make the complicated 
problems of our modern age more 
accessible (and actionable) for 

the everyday person. 

Design, multimedia, and technology 
change how we think, and how 

we feel. Art encourages social 
action. At the very least, it 
makes us more self-reflective.



I am 
not a 

designer.

But I 
design for 
causes 
i care 
about.



Student
Worker
Solidarity
Year: 2013

Roles: 
 Graphic Designer
 Illustrator
 Copy Editor

SWS or Student Worker Solidary is a student 
activist group at Columbia University that 
fought for worker justice both on campus 
and more largely in the Morningside Heights 
neighborhood in New York City.

I digitized their logo, and designed both 
print and social media material for a few of 
their innagural campaigns.

SWS ultimately negotiated for better working 
conditions at various housing buildings 
and dining halls for university employees, 
as well as for fairer labor practices at 
a local establishment called Indus Valley.





But I  
make 
media to 
tell 
stories.

I am 
not a

journ-
alist.



Dear 
New York
Year: 2014-2018

Roles: 
 Designer
 Copy Editor
 Archivist
 Videographer
 Ethnographer
 Street Art

I met Gene back in 2014, and after 
discovering that he had been 
photographying New York since the 
late 1960s, helped him to digitize a 
significant portion of his 30+ year 
archive. I also designed and coded 
a website for him, along with an 
accompanying video.

In the winter of 2015, we teamed up 
to develop a street art campaign that 
commented on the rapid development and 
gentrification of New York City. 

Video: https://youtu.be/e5G19pJdeqI







"Dear New York is my small protest 
against the epidemic of overbuilding, 
destroying mom and pop stores, and the 
daily erosion of the human scale and 
community of New York we used to know 
and love. These street photographs were 
taken in the 70's and 80's. The letters 
are more recently-written laments. In 
those days, I was excited to get my 
camera and hit the streets, when I had 
time off from my studio photography 
that helped fund my passion. Every 
block, every street offered hope of 
seeing something exciting, and it was 
all a total adventure of being an urban 
explorer." - Gene, 2016



I am 
not an 

academic.

But I 
research 
how we 
affect our 
planet.



ethnography
& photography 
in bhutan
Year: 2017

Roles: 
 Anthropologist
 Photographer
 Interviewer
 Videographer

After conducting research on natural resource extraction 
with the sociology department at Columbia University, I 
pursued a fully-funded field research program in Bhutan 
during my final semester.

Using the country’s largest national park as a case 
study, my work was conducted in partnership with a 
government organization, the Ugygen Wangchuck Institute 
for Conservation and Environmental Research (UWICER). 

A variation of the study was recently published in 
Consilience, a sustainable development journal affiliated 
with CU. A recent variation of the project, a reflection 
on the nature of ethnography and travel, is currently 
being edited for publication.





But I  
record 
the world 
around me.

i am 
not an 
artist.



But I  
record 
the world 
around me.

Journals,
photOs,
VideoS, 
&  Soundscapes
Year: 2012 - Current

Roles: 
 Photographer
 Designer
 Recorder
 Editor
 Writer

For years, I’ve been documenting my 
experiences through a variety of 
different mediums, including written 
word, photography and video. A 
selection has been posted online, on 
a variety of channels.

Tumblr: https://stleea.tumblr.com/
Instagram: https://www.instagram.
com/mmntsbyanne/
Video Reel: https://youtu.
be/9NuDewSvVbA



I am not an 
artist, But I like 
to make things.



Designed by Anne Lee Steele, 2019.

isn't that the 
same thing?


