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Aroundthel'illageofLumbr-cininth6ea.stern 
Swi"" canton of Graubiinden (made famolll! by 
PctcrZumthor),theAlpinelandscapeis 
picturopcrfoct.Youhalfexpect!Qenoounter 
JulieAndrewsracingdownahillsidetrllling 
'TheHillaar-eAli>..,'.Ontothisbracingly 
pristinei)a(kdrop, theyoung,Zurich·t.a.ed 
partnel'$hlpofHurstSongi\rehitektenhave 
grattedanewholida.yhoweforafamily. 
Poi.OO.onal'erdant!llopeontheOOgeof 
tho•·illage,itexhibitatbesameeealeand 
proportionsofatrnditionaiAlpinechalet.bot 
itilsnspicionslycrispgoornetryandc,.,...py, 
bla(kstainedc!addinggh-..itonotherworldly 
lnteruoity,Oillf itwcreahabitablo•·ersion 
ortheobeliskfr<lrnSpaceOdvuq~. 

ThehouS~JispartiallyembeddOOinits 

slopingsite. Onemeatl$Ofentryisbya 
staircase\eadingupfto<;>masubterl"$nean 
garagc,whichemergesfr.omthehillside 
t<Joonnoctwitha cur~ing~roa.d 
Altemath..,ly,youcanwalkashortdil!tanoe 
upthehilltothemainentranoe,denoted 
byapaleooncrot..fnmeprooiselyinserted 
lntothefuncroalwallplanes. 

ThepbiOOroofisorientedperpcndicular 
tothehlll, lnthem:>.nneroftherogion's 
chalet..a.ndfarmbnildin.ga. The>-ertieal 
timbercladding,withll.s<.brkweaU•erproof 
ooating,isanother allusiontothe$0beryet 
IICnsnolll!materialityof aneientA lpinebarna. 

Thebuildingrolumeillrotaledsligh.tlyto 
faootheroadandoptimise>iews,I!Cttingup 
acrystallinegoometrytltatemph""i"""the 
dynamicrelationshipofhoUIICtolandacspe 
Thisrea.dingiscnhanoodbyth6\ackofroof 
ea•·ea. Theoopperroofwill e>-enhl.illyweather 
tothe,.metreaelyhll<l.., thowal!J, 

ln terio,.,areaaharplyarticuL>teddialoguc 
t.etwoonoo•>eroteandspruoe.1'beourf"""" 
interlookandgrad\lllteinproportionfrom 
oellartoatt.ic,mo>·ingupwardl!from hea•·rto 
\ight.'l't.ebedroomsareair)·spruooca.binel.$, 
"ithbedstltatfolddo"·nfrom\hewalls. 'l"he 
oentralstaireaseisfonnodf'r<lmsimplespruoe 
planksapanning\hoooncret.epartitionwalls, 
enablinglijl;httofilt.erdowntolower level& 
Thejurywasimpreasedbytheproject's 
formal:>.ndmaterialrigourandhowthiswas 
enhanoodbyimm3CIIlatecraf'tsmanship. 
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