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LUMBREIN, S SWWZEILANI’I

Around the village of Lumbrein in the eastern
Swiss canton of Graubiinden (made famous by
Peter Zumthor), the Alpine landscape
picture perfoct. You hal expeet to encounter
Julie Andrews racing down a hillside
“I'he Hills are Alive’ On % this bracingly
pr)~l.nwlu( X e oo Vet hanid
Sarteceohin o Fonat fone Avhiktators
gm“u( new holiday house for a family.
Poised on a verdant slope on s
e ilage, T ot the same s
Hécpions s rtonil e 1 but
s Aokvioionals b sty e S
ks
nsity.

ined cladding give it an otherworldly
e vers bl i
o the i e s i

Tt boves ' purssts embeded Tz
sloping site. One means of entr
staircase leading up fr
garaie, which ot from the STt
to connect with a curving access road.
Alternatively, you can walk a short distance
up the hill to the main entrance, denoted
by a pale concrote frame precisely inserted
into the fanercal wall planes.

The gabled roof i oriented perpendicular
to the hll, in the manner of the region’s
chalets and farm buildings. The v
timber cladding, with its dark weatherproof
coating, is anothor allusion to the sober yet
sensuous materiality of ancient Alpine barns.

“The building volume is rotated slightly to
faco the road and optimise views, sotting up

talline geometry that emphasisos the
Jationship of honse to landscape.
“This reading is enhanced by the lack of roof
he copper roof willeventually weathor
t0 the same treacly huo as the w

Interiors are a sharply art
betwveen concrete and spru
Subeplock anA gaduate o groportion from
cellar to attic, moving upwards from heay
light. The bedrooms are airy spruce cal
with beds that fold down from the wal
central staircase is formed from simple spruce
plass spaning th coeree ptition wals
enabling lig cr down to lower levels.
Tho o s mpreased b he regts
formal and material rigour and how this was
enhanced by immaculate craftsmanship.
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Housofeacriply honed
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4. Bodrooms atthotop

2. Tho piteh black cladding  of the house have alightor
rocallsthe weathorod sonsoof matoriality
extoriorsof ancientbarns 5. Tho simple contralstair
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