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b. Wall reinforcement: 

All walls of the shower 
shall have structural 

reinforcement to allow 
the future installation 

of a seat and grab bars, 
at any location from the 
floor to a height of 60 

inches (60” = 1524mm) 
above the floor.

 
c. Seat: A hinged, padded 

shower seat shall be 
installed or be capable 

of being installed on 
a wall adjacent to the 

opening. The seat shall 
be mounted with the edge 

as close as possible to 
the opening to provide a 
safe transfer. The top 
of the seat shall be 17 

to 19 inches (17” to 19” = 
432mm to 483mm) above 

the shower floor.
 

44.7 Grab Bars
Grab bars shall be non-

rusting and slip resistant, 
shall be between 1¼ 

inches and 1½ inches (1¼” 
to 1½” = 32mm to 38mm) 
in outside diameter, and 

shall be located 1½ inches 
(1½” = 38mm) clear from 

the wall. Grab bars shall 
also meet the definition 
of structural strength.

m a s s a c h u s e t t s
c o d e  c o m p l i a n c e 
All Comfort Designs code compliant fixtures can be adapted to meet the 
requirements of the Massachusetts Architectural Access Board.  

CD has produced MAS compliant products for over twenty years with positive results.  We follow 
the standards and requirements of the Massachusetts Architectural Access Board.
 
Any model number can simply be adapted with the nomenclature MAS.  For example, the 
XSS6233BF.75 MAS will be manufactured with stainless steel peened bars and padded seats with 
all the necessary backing as stated by code. 

M A S  R e q u i r e d  E x t r a  B l o c k i n g  

Group 1 Bathtubs Block 6” above tub 

rim to 48” above tub bottom on all 

three walls.   ex: Bathtub with an 18” high 

apron would require 24” wide blocking at 

6” above the rim

Group 1 Showers Block 6” above shower 

floor to 48” above floor total width of 

blocking will be 42” on all three walls

Group 2 & 2A Bathtubs Block from rim 

of tub to a height of 60” above tub 

bottom on three walls.  ex: Bathtub with 

an 18” high apron would require 42” wide 

blocking mounted at the rim of the tub.

Group 2 & 2A Showers Block from floor 

of showers to 60” above floor on three 

walls
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521 CMR:   ARCHITECTURAL ACCESS BOARD 

1/27/06 521 CMR - 150 

31.00: BATHING ROOMS

31.7.2 Floors:  Floors shall be pitched to drain within the stall no steeper than one-in-50 (1:50) or (2%). 
 Floors shall be carborundum, grit-face tile, or other slip resistant surface.

 31.7.3 Controls:  Showers shall operate by a single lever with a thermostatic and/or pressure balance 
mixing valve, and except in shower stalls 36 by 36 inches (36" by 36" = 914mm by 914mm) all 
controls shall be located on the center wall adjacent to the hinged seat.  Faucets and other 
controls shall be located as shown in Fig. 31c and d and shall comply with 521 CMR 39.00:
CONTROLS.

s o l u t i o n s 
for  every need

Have a question about code 
requirements or CD packages? 

Need help selecting a built-order 
model and accessories?  
We are here when you 

need us - just call 

800.443.7269
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31.7.2 Floors:  Floors shall be pitched to drain within the stall no steeper than one-in-50 (1:50) or (2%). 
 Floors shall be carborundum, grit-face tile, or other slip resistant surface.

 31.7.3 Controls:  Showers shall operate by a single lever with a thermostatic and/or pressure balance 
mixing valve, and except in shower stalls 36 by 36 inches (36" by 36" = 914mm by 914mm) all 
controls shall be located on the center wall adjacent to the hinged seat.  Faucets and other 
controls shall be located as shown in Fig. 31c and d and shall comply with 521 CMR 39.00:
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31.00: BATHING ROOMS 

31.7.9 Shower Enclosures:  If provided, enclosures for shower stalls shall not obstruct controls or 
obstruct transfer from wheelchairs onto shower seats.

31.8 GANG SHOWERS
Shall also comply with 521 CMR 31 except for the provisions contained in 521 CMR 31.7.1. 

31.9 BATHTUBS
Accessible bathtubs shall comply with the following:

31.9.1 Clear floor space: Clear floor space in front of bathtubs shall be as shown in Fig. 31e and 31f.

31.9.2 Seat:  A removable in-tub seat or a built-in seat at the head end of the tub shall be provided as 
shown in Fig. 31g, and 31h.  Seats shall be mounted securely and shall not slip during use. The 
structural strength of seats and their attachments shall comply with the definition of structural
strength in 521 CMR 5, DEFINITIONS.
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