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Short-Term Sh
o

r
t

Don’t pour oil or grease down the 
kitchen sink drain

​​Scrape food scraps into the trash 

Use a sink strainer to catch solids

Only flush waste and toilet paper down 
the toilet

Use bleach and drain cleaners infrequently

Reduce water usage to avoid 
overloading tank

Fix leaky faucets, toilets, and showerheads

Wash max. 2 loads of laundry per day 

Purchase water-conserving appliances 

Never pour or rinse paint into a drain 

Limit how often you use the garbage disposal

Avoid washing hair down the sink or shower drain

Avoid driving or parking on the drain field

Avoid planting trees in the drain field
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Long-Term Lo
n

g
Pump the septic tank every 3–5 years

Professional inspection every 2–5 years

Schedule an inspection as soon as 
you notice an issue

Clean the baffle filters every 1–2 years

Replace the septic tank every 20–40 years 

Keep a record of major septic tank 
services or repairs
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