


• Inform undergraduate and postgraduate students in Zimbabwe on x-ray synchrotrons 
and their science applications.

• AfLS 2024 Conference.

• Discuss the AfLS with heads of departments, or vice chancellors of each university and 
gain support and hopefully get the message across to the government.

MOTIVATION
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Natasa Stojic (ICTP-PWF Coordinator)

Kate Shaw (ICTP-PWF Coordinator)

Margherita Di Giovannantonio (ICTP-PWF – Secretariat)

Ragnie Leahy (Senior Finance Administrative Officer - WITS)

Chido Manjokota (CEO of Netrolab Tech -Local Support in Zimbabwe )

Silvana Westbury (Project Manager - Lightsources.org)

PLANNING THE ROADSHOW



• C. Zizhou (HIT)

• E. Matandirotya and E. Mashonjowa (UZ)

• C. Sumanya (CUT)

• H. Mafukidze (MSU)

• R. Mashingaidze and G. Nyambuya (NUST)

HOSTS FROM ZIMBABWEAN INSTITUTIONS



SPEAKERS FOR ICTP-PWF: ZIMBABWE



(Isotope Separator On-Line DEvice)

• Wed 18 Oct: Frank Browne 

• Fri 20 Oct: Michael Pesek

• Mon 23 Oct: Patrick MacGregor (Pre-recorded talk)

• Wed 25 Oct: Michael Pesek

• Fri 27 Oct: Mark Bissell

SEMINAR SPEAKERS FROM ISOLDE-CERN



Johannesburg to Harare

Harare to Chinhoyi 

Chinhoyi to Gweru

Gweru to Bulawayo

Bulawayo to Johannesburg

Total driving distance –  about 
3 200 km 

ROADSHOW ROUTE



PROGRAMME AT EACH INSTITUTION

Careers

LAAAMP



http://www.africanlightsource.org/


https://events.saip.org.za/event/243/page/556-conference-topics



SESAME.org



https://indico.ictp.it/event/10455



• Well attended seminars with about 350 participants registered.

• Had meetings with senior institution personnel and discussed the 
AfLS and the message will be transmitted to government.

• Institutions suggested MSc programs on synchrotron science.

• Request from Botswana for a similar roadshow. 

HIGHLIGHTS





“We want to host the African light Source Conference at the 
University of Zimbabwe and  we hope that next time, the speakers 
will include women”.

                                                                  Dr E. Matandirotya (UZ)

 “This is a wonderful initiative. It should not end here, but maybe 
we should organise a school on synchrotron techniques or 
something similar”.

                                                                 Dr C. Sumanya (CUT)

COMMENTS FROM PARTICIPANTS



“How do we get jobs at such facilities and how do we get 
funding/scholarships to study at these institutions”.

                                                                  Student

 “The workshop should have been run over a long period”.
                                                                 Student

“Looking forward to more such seminars”.
                                                                 Student

COMMENTS FROM SOME PARTICIPANTS



• Electricity cut-off at some venues.

• Program cut short at two institutions.

• Equipment to do science leading up to the use of advanced light 
sources. 

❑ NUST have x-ray equipment but no detector

• Funding for MSc 

CHALLENGES







• Two samples for a research project using synchrotron imaging.

• Students interested in MSc related to advanced light sources.

• Collaborative projects to be undertaken. 

• Managed to obtain funding for one PhD student via the NRF-
MINDS scholarships.

OUTCOMES



Call for ICTP-PWF 
proposals 2024



THANK YOU
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