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PREFACE

To WRITE. ON' GANDHI 1S LIKE GOING ON A PILGRIMAGE.
The path to the shrine has been trodden by a distinguished
line of pilgrims in whose wake I follow.

With the whole mass of literature which, as biblio-
graphy, falls under the heading of Gandhi, it is difficult
to find many details about his life, which are not already
known to that host of readers who have read in turn
Gandhi on himself, Andrews on Gandhi, Rolland on
Gandhi, Robert Bernays and Glorney Boulton, Joseph
Doke and Holmes, and that whole crowd of authors and
authorettes, who have written on this one great Indian
theme.

Wading through this colossal bibliographical list, I
have wondered what I would find in my own book which
would be different. I could not change the life of the man,
nor could [ at this late stage in his life profess to come
in as a biographer, discovering new and illuminating
details about him which have escaped the others. Nor
has this been my intention. I have preferred to stick to
my original purpose, which was to chronicle the events
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SILHOUETTE

Ij T WAS AN ORDINARY MARCH EVENING, AND I HAD
parked the old Buick alang the drive to see the sun set over
the Indian Ocean. Against the richness of the sky, 1 saw
a dark silhouette move along the pebbled beach. A man—
| judged from his nakedness, for his body was bare up to
his girdled loins—short, twisted, almost deformed. It
revealed a form which had bent under the burden, but
which clung to him even as his shadow that trailed behind.
Mobody knew who this man was, or where he had
come from. He was only typical of the poverty of India
—just one of the three hundred and seventy million,
and it was because of the Hindu temple that stood out on

the hillock across the way, with its golden dome glistening
in the last rays of the setting sun, that 1 guessed his
nakedness had some meaning and his unmarked path a

possible destination.
My own imagination gave him caste, for caste seemed
essential. Without it, this dark shadow across the

horizon symbolized nothing. To me, therefore, he was
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SILHOUETTE

futher. Like the shadow across the horizon, he toc
lins come out of nowhere to walk along the pebbled
shore of India, his dark body silhouetted against the
redness of & political 'sky, and in the darkness and the
quiet that will follow, even he will have gone. Yet this
India will still go on, the India which he has awakened
from its slumber. [t is with this realization, this answer
even to “‘After Gandhi—what > that [ begin this
somewhat simple narrative of a great countryman of
mine—a little man who has played a unique role in the
history of India.

The world knows him as a headliner of the first
importance. Like the Attaturk in modern Turkey, like
Hitler and Mussolini in' their Fascist empires, like Lenin in
Russia, he is reckoned as an influence that has dominated
the mind and heart of one great people of the world.
Unlike the dictators, who have thrown their weight all
over the face of Europe, unlike the Kemal who swaggered
in a top hat and striped trousers, unlike Lenin who forged
Soviet history with hammer and sickle, Gandhi has been
the quiet, shy, unassuming little man, loved because
of his simplicity, admired by his followers because of his
complete lack of affectation, and even worshipped because
of the religious atmosphere which he creates.

L’ctat c’est moi, he has never said. Yet without
him it is impossible to understand the India of my time—
the new India that awoke one morning and found its soul.
His life has punctuated the history of modern India,
‘even as Christ did the Christian era. The difference
however, is that Christ has always been regarded as the
Son of God and not as of the flesh. For Gandhi I claim
no spark of the supernatural. I only claim that he is
undoubtedly sincere. One has to concede him that,
whether one agrees with his principles or not. Those who
have read his life, from whatever angle it may have been
written, have found in him a somewhat naive, almost
childlike personality, which, though it did not impress
you at first, made you at once sympathetic. He grows
on you even as a familiar landscape.
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IN THE BACKGROUND

|

I_]'r WAS ON THE SECOND DAY OF OCTOBER IN THE
late eighteen-sixties that to the Dewan of an Indian State
another son was born. It was by his fourth wife. Gandhi’s
father had married thrice before and thrice fate had
snatched his spouse from him. Then came his last wife,
Putlibai, and she bore him a daughter and three sons.
Gandhi was the third son and the last child. It seems as if
the destiny of the millions that were India had at last
, fulfilled itself when, after such persistence, it was reflected
in that child Mohandas. But Gandhi was essentially of
the flesh, too much the ordinary child, who was nursed at
his mother's breast, and who cried as children do to make
their lungs strong.

The Indian States of his childhood were, like some
of the pre-war Duchies of Central Europe, steeped in
an atmosphere of diplomacy and intrigue. There was
something crudely barbaric about them. They retained
the old theories of despotic Government, and absolute
sovereignty was an idea very dear to their hearts. The
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IN THE BACKGROUND

Gancdhi was nurtured in no great cultural surround-
ings, but he has reflected in his philosophy of strict
ubstinence the tenets of the rigid Jain schools of Hinduism,
to which he belonged. ** Thou shalt not take the life of
any living creature,” was the first commandment, and
meat-eating to- the Gandhi family had always been a
major sin. That was the most conspicuous feature of his
environment—conspicuous to us, who look with gleaming
eyes at a steak which is juicy, and a veal cutlet, which
flaunts an egg and crossed anchovies on its bread-crumbed
bosom. To Gandhi it was so fundamental a principle of
life that it was never regarded as an abstinence until the
imeat-eaters were pointed out to him. But the serpent,
who came in the form of a friend at school, made him taste
forbidden flesh, and he fell, because he was weak and
because he used to be haunted through the night by
visions which were frightening. He wanted to be like
those who ate meat—strong and brave and fearless.
But it was not for long. When the time came for him to
go to England, his mother who was then a widow, and who
never knew her son had *‘ sinned,” took from him a vow to
abstain from meat-eating as she thought he had always
done. That vow given as vows easily are when we young
men see the vision of that far-off continent of Europe, he
has kept even to this day, though by now his palate has
accustomed itself to a diet, which is more tasteless than
even the vegetarian fare of his early days in England.

About his early youth there is nothing outstanding.
At school he was abnormally mediocre. Mathematics
‘worried him. His spelling was bad. His hand-writing
was shabby and showed signs of neglect. But for a
trifling incident when he refused to look over someone
else’s shoulder to find out the correct spelling of the word
‘“kettle,”” his school days were eventless, and there was
nothing in them to stamp him as a youth of any great
promise. He never went to preach the gospel as Christ
did, even as a comparative child. Instead, Gandhi had
merely lurked in the kitchens of the palace in somewhat
dubious company, acquiring gradually a taste for the meat

7
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IN THE BACKGROUND

I do not question the right of Hinduism to inflict
itself on the young and the innocent. You cannot ques-
tion a Hindu custom any more than you can say ‘why "'
to an Englisk proverb. It is the perpetuation of that
bond of marriage between two people, who had never
given their consent to that bond, and if they had, were
not in a position to do so, that is an indictment of the
religion which allows such bonds to be created. Marriage
then becomes nothing more than *‘the prospect of good
clothes to wear, drum beating, marriage processions, rich
dinners and a strange girl to play with.” It becomes a
form of sexless, companionaie marriage with this difference
that, when the period of probation is over, you still have
to stick to your bride.

That is, I am afraid, the plisht of many a Hindu
husband, who has grown up to realize that he has been
bound for life to a woman, not of his choice, and that there
are then only two alternatives offered to him where passion
or carnal desire remains unsatisfied. It is either repression
and self-control, or the gloomy prospect of a local brothel.
I say this of early Hindu marriage in general, with no
reference to that of Gandhi. However, Gandhi's friend of
his younger days, the same that made him sin by tasting
forbidden meat, succeeded in leading him to the doors of
the house with the red lamp. Gandhi entered. ‘I went
into the jaws of sin, but God in His infinite mercy protected
me against myself.”” The consciousness of right followed
the moral lapse soon enough to make him leave that ‘ den
of vice.’

I do not claim it a great virtue that a man, who later
was to become the undoubted leader of a whole people,
should have turned his back on an Indian brothel with its
crude wooden staircase leading to a still cruder little room,
where on wooden planks a little whore offered her naked
body for a paltry sum of a few rupees. No great virtue
at all that he withdrew from °the jaws of sin.” It is rather
the general attitude of the man towards this problem of
sex, his ultimate conquest of the flesh and the vow of
celibacy, which he later took, that is part of the philosophy

9
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To that West one could not send one's

Bacchic r:*ve]ry .
For

son for an education without a certain hesitation.
what was the use of even an educated, much less of an
uneducated sen if he returned from England with an
unclean mind, and a soul which had for ever been assigned
lo the spirits of evil ?

All these thoughts crossed the minds of the Gandhi
elders when they considered the idea of sending Mohandas
to study in England. The all-interfering caste machine,
whose power was felt to some purpose in the India of that
time, found an occasion to express once again that dis-
approval, with which it greeted all ideas which were
unconventional or unorthodox. Piously they sai in
conference to resolve upon this essentially personal matter,
on which neither their opinion nor their judegment had
been canvassed. But they sat in judgment just the same
with their legs crossed, digging in between their toes to help
them to think. It was their privilege to discuss the pros
and cons of giving their benediction to the contemplated
plan of sending the young Gandhi to England.

Caste had spoken, and when the committee of elders
broke up, there was little doubt as to the unanimity of
their decision. lt was apparent that if Gandhi went to
England, it would have to be against the expressed wishes
of his community and he would run the risk of being

excommunicated from the Modh Banias, the caste to

which he belonged .
The opinion of the caste machine did not worry

Gandhi. He had already formulated his sense of moral
values, and the only opinions that mattered to him were
those of his mother, who was now his only living parent,
and of his uncle who, after his father’s death, was regarded
as the head of the family. The absence of any definite
objection on their part was tantamount to an approval,
though it was conditional on his taking a vow—or to be
more precise three vows—and when these were solemnly
administered to him, he knew he had got at least his
mother’s blessings. He had sworn to live a celibate life
in England, never to touch drink and never to eat meat.

il
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IN THE BACKGROUND
disappointing adventure and the absence of any warmth
of feeling contrasts with those strong ties of affection
which exist at home. Gandhi soon felt a longing for home
and as he lay awake at nights, the memory of his people,
his home and his mother haunted him.

The West had turned out as others had warned him
it would—cold and feelingless. There was something
strangely aloof about the English people. But he was
determined to see the experiment through, and he knew
he could not return to India before he was fully qualified
for the Bar. About that he had made up his mind.

£ S %

TuE London in which Gandhi wandered was a jungle
of stone. The familiar landmarks were the same as they
always are for the Indian student. Vegetarian Restau-
rants, the Inns of Court, Thomas Cook's, Gower Street
and the Indian Hostel, Chancery Lane and the district
of E.C.4.

E. C. 4! Hard-bitten, cold-blooded, journalists
wandered in it, moving heartlessly from one human story
to another. Briefless barristers whisked round in circles
from their Chambers to the Courts of Law and back again,
_cases tucked stylishly under their arms.
shone at the seats and black coats
A provincial irksomeness had
strayed into the city, and it tried to hide a threadbare
existence by glorifying it into a tradition. Charing Cross,
the Temple, Strand—this outskirt of the city proper, this
slight excursion out of the West End, this concentration,
of all the money-grabbing  instincts of the community
this centre of Englishb jurisprudence and international
gossip, this collection of antiquated literature which
prostrated itself on pavements, this future site for the
Babylons of the Empire—Charing Cross, the Temple,
Strand, 'to which the bus tickets of the Indian student
were inevitably punched. That was the locality most
familiar to Gandhi in his London days.

The vow to abstain from eating meat, which he had
tnken, made it imperative that he should find sufficient

their empty brief
Striped trousers
glistened at the elbows.
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of English life which
He was meticulously
He wanted to acquire that

polish which is supposed to characterize the English

pentleman.
A great many amongst us cannot even now visualize

the great Mahatma on a dance floor, swaying to the
languid strains of the waltz, which must have been in
But Gandhi had, like many of us,

vogue at that time.
[t shows how even the

set foot on an English dance-floor.
best amongst us have at some stage of our adolescence
attempted to ape some of the sophistications of the West.
Yet we would never condescend to wear a Japanese
kimono or use the chop-sticks that come from China, even
though these latter forms of sophistication are Oriental .
But such was and still is the destiny of India that we are
nearer to London than to Nanking and Tokyo.

It is then that we understand the lament of those like
Paul Robeson, who deplore the neglect of the culture of
the East, such as is embodied in the teachings of Buddha,
and in the thought of Laotze and Confucius. It is then
too that we understand why we would do befter to dip

earlier in life into the teachings of Mohamed, of Zarathustra,
of Krishna, of Buddha and all those who made it possible
for our ancestors to be priests and. kings, when those of
the West were dressed in sheep-skin and woad. Sometimes
I- wish we had more Aryan arrogance. Yet seeing what it
has done to Europe, perhaps we are just as well without
it. What arrogance we profess comes to us more as an
afterthought, almost as an apology.

This probably explains Gandhi's late appreciation of
Hindu culture. It was only when the West had failed
to grip his imagination and to stimulate his senses that he
took refuge in the culture of the Fast. Likewise his zest
for the superficialities of the West gradually died down.
He gave up the idea of learning to play the violin and to
dance the waltz. He gave up French and elocution, and
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THE MOULDING CF THE MAN

_A\_BOUT THIS TIME, ‘GANDHI FIRST BEGAN TO SHED
his outer garments. By that I do not mean that he
wore less clothes or that the drive to the loin-cloth stage
had begun. On the contrary, his insistence on formal
attire was most emphatic in his London days, and he
spent several minutes before the mirror to get a correct
parting for the hair. But the shroud in which his soul and
his whole spirit was wrapped and which enveloped his
life and thought, first began to loosen its folds and you
saw him moving towards a simplicity of living.

It was in FEngland that he first got a chance of looking
at himself, of revising his purpose of life, his ideals and of
formulating his plans 'for the future. There were, in
London, no restrictions of caste, no panchayats to regulate
his mode of life, no relations whose sense of morals he
could offend. He lived in freedom, such as he had never
experienced before and such as he knew he would not
again experience on his return. Yet the liberties he took
with life became less as the opportunities to take them

17
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[his insight into himself resulted in something more

ik self-revelation. From his own example he was
ltter able to understand the deficiency of the Indian
. He was able to see more clearly the influences
{hut dominated the Indian, who had no liberty of thought
aticl expression in his country and no scope to develop
whatever talent may have been latent and native in his
prople.  The English domination was more than the
¢onquest of territory, more than the colonization of a
It had been for the Indian a conquest also of the
mind. Body and Soul had been surrendered to the will
of the conqueror. Body and Soul ! Such was the painful
result of introspection, and though Gandhi continued to
look into the mirror and part his hair carefully each
morning, there came at first shade of doubt in his mind
not strong enough to urge him on to open revolution or
to any outward act of violence, but enough to make the
spirit within him restless and ready for revolt.  The
time had not come for him to give vent to that inner urge.
He was content to regard himself as a member of the
British Empire, and he felt towards it a duty of obedience
and respect. He believed that the things that England
stood for were noble and uplifting, even though in its
attitude towards India this nobility of purpose had not
been reflected.  This tie of friendship between Gandbi and
the British was cemented by several individual acts of
kindness, which meant a great deal to a young man who
had strayed so far from home.
: So the years rolled on, and when his name figured
amongst those called to the Bar from the Inner Temple,
he sighed with relief, packed his trunks and quickly
returned home. It was the month of June and the height
of the monsoon. The siormy home-coming was symbolic
of the new life he was to begin. The outer storm was a
symbol of the storm within, and as he landed on the shores
of India, it was only to hear the crushing news that his
mother was dead —- the same woman whom he had been
pining to see all through the days in England. It broke
his heart to hear she was no more .

1,.-(5!‘.‘\'8-
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Now came the ablution. It was an ablution in more
senses than one. There was the ceremonial that followed
his mother's death and that which was necessary to
expiate the sin of having defied the cdste machine.
Discretion was the better part of valour, Gandhi found
like many a young Indian who has returned to India after
having planned for himself a new Utopia. The familiar
harbour lights of Bombay had brought back to his
mind the naked reality that for the rest of his life he
would have to bow to the will of his fellow men and be
judged by them, until he could attain such power of
greatness as would place him above caste, and above
those who laid down the rules which the common herd
were (o fOHOW.

Gandhi, therefore, adopted an attitude of compromise.
It was a compromise with himself. He revolted against
the idea of giving way to the dictates of his elders, but on
the other hand there was commonsense, tact, discretion
urging him to respect those on whom depended his very
existence, his life, his career. The result was that what-
ever provocation the elders offered, Gandhj determined
never to retaliate. He adopted an attitude of perfect
nonchalance, a studied indifference, which was more
effective than any opposition he could offer. He avoided

going directly against their wishes. He preferred to keep
perpetually at a distance.

Gandhi knew his limitations. His only claim to
distinction was his newly acquired qualification of
Barrister-at-Law — a qualification which without briefs
could barely keep him in bread and water. It was a case
of over-qualification, for he could neither accept the paltry
sums that were offered to him, nor place himself in a
position to command his price. The condition of the
Indian Bar was far from healthy, and Gandhi’s early
struggle at the Bar was somewhat abortive.

At his brother's request and much against his own
judgment, he went on one occasion to a European Officer
in Rajkot to ask for a favour on his brother's behalf.
Gandhi had some slight acquaintance with the man,
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kiuropean colonists who were established as planters in
South Africa. The white man had, therefore, to resori
to Indian labour and his appeal to the Indian Government
to send our ™ndian labourers on a contract for a term of
years was sympathetically received. It was in 1860 that
the first batch of Indian labourers came to the shores of
Africa. It was a consignment that ‘belonged to’ the
British Settlers in Natal,

So that it was the Government of India who gave
rise to this “state of semi-slavery.” (The words are not
mine, but that of the historian Sir W. W. Hunter). It is
an irony of circumstance in view of England’s proud boast
that it is responsible for the abolition of slavery. To this
ill-omened arrival of the Indian in South Africa was to e
traced the origin of the term ‘coolie’ — a term of contempt
used for the Indian whatever his class or occupation or his
breeding. It explained why even today a fifth-rate
Englishman walking in the bazaar of any Indian town is
hailed as the ‘Sahib.’

There were in South Africa alse ‘freed’
It is an ambiguous term, for this freedom only came when
the period of indenture was over. Already the English
colonists were trying to perpetuate this system of indenture
by levying an exorbitant tax at the end of the period of
contract in order that his inability to pay the tax would
make the Indian sign for another period of years. And

Indian labour was essential to the English colonist in
order to be able to exploit the natural resources of South

Indians.

African soil.

The Zulu had rebelled against the idea of indentured
work. He disliked the thought of working all the year
round, when he could make enough by working half that
time. His needs were simple. His staple food was maize
and he was content to live on porridge made of crushed
mealies boiled in water. He ate meat whenever he could
lay hands on it; he regarded it more as prey which
occasionally fell into his hands — like a brace of partridges
sent to you by a friend, week-ending with his gun on
the moors of Scotland. Even so, unlike the Indian, the
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THE CAULDRON BOILS

= il
IJ HE FIRST UNPLEASANT INCIDENT IN SOUTH AFRICA
occurred at a railway station. Gandhi had bought a first-

class ticket, unaware that travelling first-class was a
‘status’ denied to the Indians. The strong colour prejudice
could not tolerate a coloured man travelling in
the same compartment with those who were white. There
was, one is inclined to believe, fear of contamination.
Sensitive as I am to this one burning problem of
bumanity, and carried away as | often get, when talking
of the colour bar, I prefer, when narrating another man'’s
experience, to quote his version of the incident. This is
how Gandhi describes what happened on that occasion:
“The train reached Mariizburg, the capital of Natal,
at about 9 p.m. Bedding used to be provided at this
station. A railway servant came and asked me if I
wanted one. | declined and he went away. But a passenger
came next and looked me up and down. He saw that |
was a ‘coloured’ man. This disturbed him. Out he went
and came in again with one or two officials. They all
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THE CAULDRON BOILS

now the cauldron boils. This first bitter
experience left a taste m Gandhi's mouth. It shattered
ihe world of make-believe in which he had taken retuge,
believing thas he was a free and equal member in a great
empire and that the British Commonwealth of Nations
was an ideal, if not a fact, to which he could honourably
aspire. He began to think how he could redress the
wrong which the white man had done to his darker
brother. Yet it was not a plan of revenge that he was
He was trying to find a way to
for he was an idealist who

F forn

working out in his mind.
conquer the world with love,
was not always very practical. A tooth for a tooth and

an eye for an eye did not appeal to him as much as the
turning of the other cheek, and that is why his more
* passive ” philosophy has taken so long to shape. He
took the teachings of Christianity more seriously than the
Christians did. To him the story of Christ was a timeless
story and not one which had its setting solely amidst the
decadence of the Roman Empire and the lust of Sodom
and Gomorrah.

Others in his place would bave preferred to wreak
their vengeance on the flesh, to kill and destroy. Instead
Gandhi carried what he regarded as the black man's
of his white brother! It

burden—to save the soul
finite capacity for sacrifice.

required patience and an in
Gandhi had that patience. He was also capable of
making great sacrifices. He still had some faith in
humanity. He would not give up merely because he had
been insulted. Some day, he thought, man would find
himself . Humanity, shorn of its cloak of caste, creed,
colour, religion, would discover a common level, where
man could meet man on a basis of equality. His impres-
sionable mind was yet too full of the things he had read in
Ruskin and Tolstoi, too full of the kindness of individuals
whom he had encountered in England. And he would
not give up so early in life that faith he once had in the
British and their Empire. Perhaps it was because he
realized the import of his contact with ideas which had

come to him only through the West. Perhaps it was

27 '

— : . “




UL ETRY

I - ¢ .. -
e ause hh -.l‘m ﬂ“l‘"ll"lll! ”' Ih( “h-lte man Stl]l CIUIlg

on to hime Wil $ven thiiuh he o
oo N mm:"::"., h;; L.ould never become the

;:lf " Mhll%mm‘u- D vne recor
AR Whinh would justify
Wik ﬂiﬂll he Wible to a station
“ o
i Fsaslon o 1ravel first-class, and k
‘:: PRisin ot the dtation, because ’as h = e 4
& Mnbon master i : L
_ , gave a written ly : vy
"y " e 1 rep o he .
"'V" -::; I‘»'"I?"Llauy because he would have Vl:;;u]d e
ole I .
'Illll th fa ,"i arrlSt'er' \ WOUId, therefore . ear Lefore
“ultless English dress ang talk to hi’m ppzar =
and possibly

Poisuade him to j
e h 1ssue a first-c] i
the station in a frock-coat and e -t

on the counter fo
licket . ”

It is difficult to believ.

master in the Transvaal

e that thijs man, who later was

An )
Inter pretatlo Of Galldhl S own Stol y I wW Ou]d
dl €ws n
Ilave doubted tlle autllelltl(:lty 0‘ tlns lIlCIde .
nt I he

station master’ 1
s reply is even Igni
you a}re a gentleman,” he said JF e i
t reflects ljet]
G
the justice of th;
) of this
e should have stood at the bar of

neck-tie There is s i

thing low and humiliat;
. n
— l_mmom}den];eanmg,. something shamefuy] cleg’ stTne-
about this episode that Shak’ grafmg
€S my faith

There is no Nemesis
dr to live only in the
» no heart, no
’ g soul ,
; utter such gz sentiment The
B i
an. He had found it 4 hin-

= uplift the so I.
rst be curbed, for only when rerrl:ovedT?:orieSh m}llllSt
earthly

things could he 1 i
ook into his own self
and prepare himself

Beite

28

THE CAULDRON BOILS

for the great spiritual ordeal that was to come. 'In this
process of introspection, Christianity was to play a
considerable part—yet not all of Christianity, for he
drew upon it only in so far as it coincided with his own
philosophy of life and his own individual religion. It was
the Sermon on the Mount that appealed to him most.
In it he saw self-mastery, self-denial, self-surrender. It
was after his own ideal. But unlike the Christians he
did not believe that the goal of life should be redemption
from the consequences of sin. He did not want to worship
the Crucifix as the Christians did in order to redeem
themselves from sin. He sought rather to be redeemed
from sin itself. Intellectually, therefore, Gandhi was not
convinced by the fundamental theories of Christianity as
preached by the Christians. But the atmosphere of
Christianity always calmed his restless soul.

There is in the ceremonial of the Christian Church a
dignity which one misses in the Hindu Temple, the Parsee
Atash Behram or the Mohamedan Mosque. There is
something rich in the cadence of the hymns and the
psalms, something poetic in the prose of the Testament,
something peaceful in those moments of silent prayer, all
on bended knees, their hands clasped, their heads bowed
—something detached in that Gothic architecture with
its stained windows and its wooden apostles. This
atmosphere of the Christian Church appealed to him .
You could see him listening with awe to a full choir
singing the Ave Maria of Gounod, accompanied by the
soft music of Bach. It was powerful, almost breath-
taking and it suited his Oriental temperament. It was in
keeping with a mood in which he has often found himself.
Time and again in later years at the close of prayers in his
Ashram at Sabarmati, he has asked his Christian friend,
C.F. Andrews to sing his favourite hymn — ** Lead, kindly
light, amidst the encircling gloom.” | am sure it was because
of the atmosphere it created for him.

Gandhi drew a distinction between Christianity as
understood and practised in the West and his own inter-
pretation of it. The place he gave to Christ in his heart
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found in the courts of law. [t went beyond the courts.
{Jive clay he knew it would come and it was a waste of time
{ plead for it now.  He had moved far since the day he
wanted to profecute the Englishman at whose hands he
hud been thrown out in Rajkot.

Yet justice was not to come of its own accord. The
(nys were over when manna used to fall from the heavens.
[ he meek would never inherit the earth. They must be
made strong, and those, who had been trodden upon, must
stand up once again. Together they could help each
sther. Together they could make their force felt.
Together the oppressed of this world could give their
oppressors something to think about. Gandhi realized

this early in life, and he made his first public speech at the
to unite the oppressed of

meeting in Pretoria with a view
the

South Africa. His voice had cried out only iIn
wilderness, but even so he had achieved something, for
conscious of the power within him to shape

he became
It was the flowering of Gandhi

the lives of other men.

the leader.

% % %
ONE must estimate the importance of the Englishman
The white man was then on the top of the

of that time.
the Empire stood for something that was

world, and
almighty and supreme. It was a great thing to be a white

member of the British Empire. It was a greater thing to
know that the darker races, which had been conquered
and incorporated into the Empire, lay grovelling at the
white man's feet. No one questioned his superiority, and
those who did, were crushed and trampled upon lik=
obnoxious vermin which had no right to appear on the
face of the earth.

Circumstances had made it possible for the English-
man to retain his alleged superiority. No opposition
was offered nor was it forthcoming. No toleration was
extended to those, who doubted the power and supremacy
of the white man who had planted his flag on the black
soil of Africa and India. The have-nots of England had
migrated to the outposts of the Empire to become the
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ol the Indian without British nationality. He spoke
ol this opportunity to prove to the Englishman the real
worth of the Indian. He spoke of such things as

" allegiance "sand °‘loyalty ”’ and the ‘‘ duty ~ that lay on
them as subjects of the Empire. He spoke of character
and self-sacrifice, and when his argument commended
itself to his countrymen, he communicated his intention
of helping the English by forming an Ambulance Corps.
FHe wanted to show that if the Indians were not allowed to
take active part in the war, they could at least attend to
the needs of the wounded. This gesture gave rise to much
sentimentality. There was the conferring of medals on

the Indians and the melting of English hearts. It was
all too touching for words. Watching those Indians
work, one would hardly have believed that they had any
grievances against the white man, or any complaints about
the inferiority of their status.

The Boer War came and went. The Indians came
out of it with a handful of silver medals. So also came the
Black Plague and the Zulu Rebellion. ‘A genuine sense
of loyalty,” says Gandhi, ‘ prevented me from wishing ill
to the Empire.”” That was representative of his feelings
at that time. It was much later that he summed up, in
one single sentence in his autobiography, his eventual
disillusionment. No single line has ever expressed so forcibly
that change that has come over the Indian in his attitude
to the British Empire. In that sentence Gandhi says :
*“But then I believed that the British Empire existed for
the welfare of the World.”

There is something very bitter in those two words—
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British subjects and = suc}ih?}t they were after all But then. They express, as nothing else in his writing
| on South African soil , ; at they had set foot has done, that disappointment within him, that first

Gandhi was the

realization of his misplaced trust in the British raj, that
shaking of his faith in the Empire. Couched in his inimi-
table simple style, it is in its way a most bitter condem-
nation, when you bear in mind the enthusiasm and the
respect he once had for that same Empire. He exploded
once and for all the theory of loyalty and allegiance and
duty, that we as a nation are supposed to owe to our

significance of this co ekt e e

had a queer sense of lo
he wanted to Prove to
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{0 bring about its own downfall. We call it lust. It made
Gianelhi think of something, which went beyond earthly
desire, which would create and not destroy, and it occurred
(e him then that this force, which he was trying to acquire,
would only come to him when he practised continence
and observed chastity.

This idea of continence he found more definitely
expressed in the word Brahmacharya. It was the only
life worth leading. It implied the mastery of thought
over the flesh, the complete surrender of the self to the
absolute, until the self became one with the supreme
Being. Truth then began to appear in a different light,
and everyday the body receded more and more into the
background as the soul became something real and lifelike.
[t was in fact life itself — the only life. The body was
merely the outer shell — the garment — the visible,
tangible cover. It was the crystallization of the soul that
would bring him nearer to the truth he was striving
after. DBrahmacharya implied self-denial in its most

drastic form. It was ascelicism in excelsis. Its ordinary

prosaic meaning was Celibacy, but as understood by

Gandhi it implied control of all impulse and urge that came
from the flesh. It implied the complete abnegation of the
sex-urge ; it insisted on a control of diet, a surrender of
all sensuousness as of all sensuality. The star of Venus
would have to fall from its place in the heavens. The
light in someone’s eyes would have to be dimmed for ever.
To see, to feel, to think in terms of the flesh was denied
to those who took this solemn and irrevocable vow of
abstinence . It meant leaving the world behind to live a
life apart from it, a life that admitted of no deflection
from the path of absolute truth. Yet it was not death
but life that Brahmacharya implied.

As soon as the Zulu rebellion was over, Gandhi
discussed this idea of taking the vow of celibacy with his
friends. Their response was encouraging, though they

were a little hesitant of taking a vow which had such far-

reaching consequences. There was no half-way-house to

emphasized this mor
e clearly., [t w
: as the way of all flesh | Brahmacharye. It was either a complete abnegation
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of all the urges of the flesh or nothing at all. He knew
the implication of the vow he was to take. He was only
unaware of the difficulties which would later arise. For
Brahmacharya was not mere physical restraint: That was
only an elementary aspect of it. Complete Brahmacharya
implied the cultivation of a mental attitude which
would preclude even an impure thought. It was not
enough that man should deny himself the pleasures of
the world, if such denial gave rise to a desire which was
more acute. It was to obliterate even the desire that this
vow of celibacy was taken. [t was a double purification
—that of the body and of the mind. It was an essential
preliminary to the satyagraha for which he was preparing,
and one saw how his politics would henceforth be influ-
enced by his philosophy.  The vear 1916 saw him take
the final plunge to vow to lead a celibate life. It had
taken him six years to achieve that strength of character
te take this first step towards attaining mastery over the
body .

One of the ways of attaining Brahmacharya was by
diet-control . We eat far more than we need, and this
excessive diet coupled with an indulgence in pulses and
spices is not without its physical reaction . ** Passion in
man is generally coupled with the hankering after the
pleasures of the palate.’’ With the taking of the vow, the
pleasures of the palate had to be sacrificed . Not content
with being a vegetarian, he even gave up the part of his
food which was not absolutely essential for the bare needs
of his existence . Salt he denied himself. Even milk he
refused to take. And so came into existence Brahma-
charya as part of hijs design for living.

The average man thought there was something mad
about the way in which he lived. But there was reason
in his madness. In the new life he had planned, he could
see vast possibilities of serving humanity . His attach-
ment to the world would otherwise have stood in his way.
So he gave up sharing a bed with his wife or enjoying any
privacy with her. Lust, he determined, should no longer
play any part in his marital relations, His idea of marriage
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tuke life in any form. But as such it had only a negative
anpect. Out of it Gandhi evolved a technique which
lormed the basis of his Satyagraha. So that Satyagraha
in the applicdtion of the doctrine of non-violence.

This doctrine of Ahimsa, which Gandhi has called
“the rule and the breath of his life,” is difficult to reconcile
with all that he has said and done. His recruitment of
volunteers for the Great War, his desire to destroy the
monkeys which were a nuisance in his Ashram, his willing-

ness to end the suffering of a calf that was in pain by
with that ideal standpoint
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killing it, are inconsistent
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There was no doubt that here was o fnin

severely tested .
towards him . I'he

whose personality drew other men
bitter humiliation he had experienced would mellow when

auccess came to him. The odds were overwhelmingly

and yet he knew that in some higher courls

of justice he would one day plead the cause of millions

of dark, oppressed people and that justice would at last

fulfil its purpose. To that day he dedicated himself, his
life, his whole career.

In the meantime something happened to prove the
worth of his purification of the self. He felt that some
superior force was urging him to greater things . The
hymn of Newman echoed in his ears, Lead Thou Me On,
he kept repeating to himself, and he believed that God
had heard his prayer, The Transvaal Government
announced in a Gazetie Extraordinary that there would be
compulsory registration for Indians in South Africa. As
Glorney Boulton put it : “ The Indian was to receive the
treatment accorded in England to a convict released on
licence.”’ To consider this iniquitous legislation the
Indians met in an old theatre in Johannesburg, and that
night, when an old Mohamedan swore ‘ by God’ that he
would never submit to the ordinance, Gandhi took the
lead and brought the Satyagraha oath info existence. A
great deal of significance was attached to an oath taken
in the name of God. It was different from other abstract
resolutions, which had not the same binding force as
an oath in the name of God-—a distinction, which
reflected the psychology of the Indian mind. With the
declaration to the effect that they would resist the
“Black” Act, Gandhi took the matter’ up with - Lord
Elgin, then at the Colonial Office. He was successful
in so far as Elgin disallowed the Act. But the Transvaal
was soon to receive responsible government and they
could then bring the Act into existence on their own
initiative, and Elgin added, it would then receive
the Royal assent. A few months later when the new

Parliament was elected in the Transvaal, it passed at a

against l’limy
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single sitting the " Black ** Ord; i
: : nck mance which wa
into effect within « few months. i
The eventful day was July 1, and the first satya-
gl:al\m movement was launched, Picketing began outs?d
. " e N
the permit offices, and so successful was the disobedience
;.ulupuu:n I!mt only five hundred out of thirteen thousand
ndiuns registered.  Perplexed at this new resistance that

was offered to them, the government made a boli
arrest of an insignificant individual. He was giv::m . ll(l:
in the Furopean ward and extended all facilities : ;'e
when he was released he became almost a martyr, a;ld t}?t
government soon realized that his arrest was a mis:take antjl3

t:ey now set about to get at the real leaders. They felt
that they were being forced t y

o act, and more a
; rrests
made. Orders were given to L

m thos ivi !
| f;&i{ls»'aal by a specific date. Th?s cxz:lzfcgdt:allesat;feti?
Zf d;;:ofl?;;iti::tyag?}}:;s. dlt opened up more possibilities
. order 5 ted and ar
again to be made and sentenc‘g’: ; o(;ef;ziip:;:jn;r:e:ts o
passetfl on Gandhi and others, It was Cxandhn" “Iliere
experleince of prison which he had so often courte::lS &
His Majesty’s prisons were at that time no;' th
caravansaries, which they later became, when in Indi he
great leac?ers of the Congress rested there between onelta e
c.o-o}zefatlon movement and another, Prison was a onzn(i
:sestall- ::nda m;n’s life and martyrdom had not yetbbre;n
ociate ’wit it. On the contrary it s in
that was low and depraved. 'lyhosetov::ofozniz:n:lthn}ig
stone walls never could hold up their heads againeTht E
was a moral branding from which no inmate h.ow i
innocent, could escape. It was a degradation ;f the z:l?
if only bec.ause of the atmosphere with which the prison :
had come into contact. The time was still far awa wh N
people flocked to gaols to uphold a mere princi ly Then
mental attitude towards prison had not yet been 21(3.0 t gt
It was to be life of suffering and hardship for Ganpdﬁ"
Yet he bore it with patience, because capacity to suﬂ:l'
was a true test of his creed of satyagraha. What a f N
it would have become if the chief apostle of satyagz}::
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lost faith in his creed. At the same time, his eyes were
opened to the realities of prison life. He had spoken of
courting gaol with so much bravado but now he knew
what he was to'expect when he defied the law.

It was not a pleasant prospect to share a cell with
some of the worst inmates that the prison could boast
of. It was nauseating to have to watch these fallen
specimens of humanity slaking their lust in the filth of
cach other’s bodies. It was frightening to live amidst
those who were condemned for the most hideous crimes
and who still had murder in their eyes. Yet now that he
was there, this infliction, which he had brought upon
himself, was preferable to the ignominy of a surrender,
and General Smuts and his government were just waiting
for Gandhi to surrender. [t soon became apparent to
those in office that the Indians meant what they said,
when they swore to disobey the ‘Black ® Act. It was not
just a form of bravado that would die down if firmly
handled. It was more serious than that, and the govern-
ment thought it advisable to negotiate for terms.

Satyagraha had fulfilled itself. The dress-rehearsal.
complete with the imprisonment scene, had been success-
fully staged, and all that now remained for the actors was
to take their bow on the opening night.

As a result of the settlement, Gandhi became a free
man, but General Smuts secured an assurance from him
that he would register voluntarily and urge others to
follow his example. Gandhi promised. Those, who
followed him, were a little sceptical about the honesty of
purpose of their leader. Had he, they asked, been bought
over so cheaply and so soon ? The tide of popularity
turned and Gandhi found himself the victim of a cruel
attack on his person. But nothing could make him
flinch from his promise to the General. From his sick
bed he signed his name and gave his thumb impression
to the authorities and kept his part of the bargain in
that ‘Gentleman’s agreement.” The registration officers
sat back and laughed at the thumb prints which had
piled up before them. Voluntarily given 1 The “Black™
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Act stil] remained in force, Trickery, crudely so called,
had triunphed over truth and honesty, while battered and
broken Gandhi lay in the home of an English missionary,

those who had carefully planned this idea of getting the
signatures and thumb Impressions on false Pretences,
Now they announced that the “Black Act” was to remain
in the blue books for yet a while,

It has been said that you can do almost anything with
a bayonet except sit on jit. The South African government
had not realized that. T, sit back on those certificates,
obtained by fraud and deception, was not so easy, A
certificate of identification was useless unless the Indian
carried it on himself, The last trump was, therefore, stjl]
in Indian hands, Under the peaceful shadow of mosque
in Johannesburg, the Indians met again. This time they
were resolute in thejr Purpose, firmer in their course of
action, and, slightly more Spectacular. A peq] cauldron
boiled in their midst, passions were inflamed and in the
melting pot, which was only glowing with the embers, the
certificates of registration fell one by one, tili they lit up
in one blazing fire cauldron, embers, passion and all.
The Government once more had to come to terms with
Indian opinjon in South Africa, And the struggle in
South Africa ended. Gandh; had learnt some very

ledged leader of twenty thousand Indians, with whom he
had experimented in hijs search for truth, :
During these days of the Satyagraha movement,
some arrangement had to be made in order to provide for
the wives and children of the men who were serving their
term of imprisonment. It was difficult to give individual

To remedy this, Gandhj collected the various families on
a farm, named by him after Tolstoi. The idea underlying
Tolstoi farm, which was well over a thousand acres, was not

wunily homeless.
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A PAUSE FOR WILLINGDON

IJ_‘ HE SCENE SHIFTS,
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hour of its greatest need. Gandhi's contribution to the
War, it must be said at the outset, was negligible. The
formation of a volunteer corps and recruitment for it, were
a very minor Jchievement, when you bear in mind the
contribution of other individuals to that same world war.
As you pass through London and Paris today, you cannot
help paying a silent tribute to the Cenotaph in Whitehall,
or the Arc de Triomphe with its eternal flame burning over
the tomb of the unknown soldier. Then you begin to
measure sacrifice in terms of the millions dead. In
comparison with all this, we cannot seriously speak of
Gandhi’s contribution to the war. Materially it was a
minute  contribution. The volunteer corps which he
organized and recruited was to be counted only in the
hundreds. Nor could Gandhi be allowed to take the
credit or blame of throwing a million Indian troops into
the vortex of that bloody war. For that he was not
responsible. It was rather his mental attitude towards
the war that was so astonishing in view of his former
struggle against the white oppression in South Africa.
There was also his deep-rooted conviction against the
taking of human life, his belief in Ahimsa, his jain philo-
sophy, against which he went to do his best and to give
his moral support to an Empire, which he believed
was fighting for democracy, for the freedom of
humanity, for honour and self-respect — all those things
which made an immediate appeal to the heart of man.
There were so many other attitudes he could have
adopted. He could have joined the ranks of conscientious
objectors. He could have refrained from recruiting Indians
on the ground that it was another man's war. He could
have caused deadlocks to add to England’'s embarrass-
ment at that time. He could have taken advantage of
England’s position to brew trouble in India so that when
England’s energy was at its lowest, he could proceed with
the struggle for India's freedom and the odds would have
been greatly in his favour. One must view these possibi-
lities in order to appreciate the character of the man. One
must also consider the power of forgiveness in a man who
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Wizing interest in the affairs of India. He had a fluic for
doing the sort of things which appealed to that stagnant
Indian mind which was steeped in the hero-worship of the
| nglishman. He would leave Government House open
{or inspection during the months he went to the hills and
the queue. that filed past his dressing-room, would look
pairs of shoes which stood there,
lirilliantly polished, perfectly dusted, bright and shining
4 tribute to their wearer and to the polish that charac-
terized everything connected with his name.
He had the ideal partner in his wife. Like him she
was well-bred and came from the best of the English landed
gentry. The stock she came from was alpha-double-plus.
They made the perfect pair for holding the position of
being the first gentleman and lady of the province over
which they were sent to rule. They had not been Jong
in India when Indian society knew that mauve was her
ladyship's favourite colour and that a brown and white
shoe appealed to the noble lord. Clubs, societies, hospi-
tals, playgrounds, institutions, roads were named after
them. ‘‘Willingdon™ was the  hall-mark of friendship
between the ruling classes. of England and the ‘haves’
of India. Titled Indian gentlemen were proud to show
the portrait of Their Ezcellencies, which had been given
to them. On it with a flourish, sprawled the signature
of the Willingdons. Carefully framed in silver, it would
stand prominently In their drawing-rooms. on some
carved Cashmere walnut-wood table on which nothing
olse dared to stand. On such terms of endearment were
the lords of England with the knights of Bombay.
Lady Willingdon liked the homage which rich
She liked it when glamorous
jewels worth thousands of
pounds, curtsied low as they entered the inner precincts
of Government House. She liked it too when Indian
princes, sovereigns in name, bowed to her. It flattered
her vanity. Perhaps it was because of her influence that
throughout their regime—in Bombay, in Madras, and in
Delhi as Viceroy — her husband did not alter in his

with awe upon the

Indians paid to her.
Oriental women, decked in
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No one in the whole galaxy of Indian leaders

Lianilhi.

hinil impressed Gandhi so much — not even the great
Tilsk, who had come nearer to the masses.. As Gandhi
sl Tilak was like the Himalayas — great, lofty, un-

upproachable; Gokhale was like the holy Ganges in which
ane could confidently take a plunge. Now Gokhale had
yone and a greater responsibility had fallen on Gandhi's
shoulders. But other personal problems occupied his
mind. He began to take decisive steps to shape the
conduct of his life. He discarded the sacred thread of
Minduism because the untouchables who were his fellow-
religionists were deprived of that privilege. He was
sdamant in his decision to discard this external symbol of
his religion. But the other — the tuft of hair in the middle
ol the head — he allowed to grow again because, as he put
Yet what really pre-occupied
him was the establishment of a new sanctuary on the
lines of the Phoenix and the Tolstoi farms, where he
could sit back and ponder on the problems of India,
surrounded by those of his followers, who had seen him
through his South African struggle, and those new ones

he was gradually to acquire.
It was in Ahmedabad — not far from the smoke of

the textile mills, which were turning out cloth from cotton,
that he found a suitable spot for an Ashram after his heart.
He made it clear to those caste Hindus, who had given
him the necessary monetary help, that he would “take the
first opportunity of admitting the untouchable to this
Ashram if he was a man worthy of being admitted.
With such an ominous proclamation of equality Sabar-
mati Ashram was started. From it were later to be
despatched some of the greatest political documents of

it, he saw no harm in it.

our tin]e-

Gandhi had promised Gokhale that he would start
no political movement in India until he had travelled
widely through the country and had understood the needs
of the masses. The great cities of Bombay and Calcutta
were far removed from the real India that lay secluded
from the onslaught of western civilization. India was
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there any more early deaths in their family? How often
Wil disease take them to the jaws of death? Were there
more famines in their time ? Were there more droughts
and floods ar™d earthquakes ?

All this they reviewed when on their death-bed they
lay surveying in those brief moments the whole course of
About other things they had learnt to be
hlissfully ignorant. They never questioned -the tax that
was levied on their land and their chattels. They never
wsked whom the government represented and whether
ihe levying of a tax was legal or not. They had learnt to
bear and bear patiently the suffering that was inflicted on
them. They were content to look upon the individual,
who collected the tax, as the symbol of majesty and
government. “If the sahib was ill and needed a visit to the
hills, the tenants had to pay a special tax called paparhi.
If he needed a horse or an elephant or a motor car, the
{enants must bear the cost and pay special taxes, known
ws ghorahi, hathiahi, and hawahi.” These dues were
reminiscent of those levied in feudal England at the time
of the Norman Congquest, and which disappeared by the
The irony of it was that they were
It was still part of

their lives.

thirteenth century.
{6 be found in the India for our time.
the law of the land to which the poor peasantry had
perforce to subscribe.

It was not one solitary tax that acted to India’s
The whole system of government was calcu-
lated to promote England’s Imperialist policy rather than
advance the welfare of the Indian masses. The distribu-
lion of Indian revenues was in the hands of a bureaucracy,
which was largely English and whose business it was to
see that “Imperial Defence” was first cared for, even if
“Education”” lagged far behind. India paid to glorify the
prestige of the Empire. Rumours circulated about a
growing mortality, about an increase in disease and a
corresponding decline in the health of the country. But,
said the editorials of our morning paper, they were false-
rumours, started by the mischievous, who were jealous
ol the peace and prosperity which reigned within the raj.

detriment.
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CONGRESS - WAR - MONTAGU

A FEEBLE EFFORT HAD BEEN MADE TO CONCENTRATE ’
|| the energies of India into one single effort and to direct
i Indian public opinion into some definite channel. A
| body had been in existence for many years, which claimed
. to express organized political opinion in India. Its full [
name was the Indian National Congress, though it was
more commonly referred to as ‘“The Congress.” It was
inaugurated on 28th December 1885, when in the fine \
building of the Sanscrit College at Poona, a man, by
f = name, W. C. Bonnerjee, took his seat on the raised dais |
as the first President of the Congress and delivered his
address. It was an Englishman, by name Hume, a ‘
' L Companion of the Order of the Bath, who first thought
| I it would be of advantage to the country if leading Indian
' politicians could be brought together once a year to ‘
' discuss social matters and ‘‘be upon friendly footing with
i each other.” No wonder the Order of the Bath is now I

so sparingly given. ‘
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