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- amere declaration and that the United States. had no

_ preventing other nations to interfere, During “the presi-
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The Era of Good Feelings |

@he period of James Monroe's presidency has been
Wleescribed as ““The Era of Good Feelings”. This period
#uw a remarkable prowth in American culture and deve-
lopment in American institutions. It was an age of
Mignificant achievements in the domains of art, literature,
Atience and religion. Eminent scholars like Emerson and
dtving made their great contributions to American litera-
fure during this period. Politically, most of the serious
Problems faced by the nation, since the revolution wers
blved by this time. ‘Peace, prosperity and unity prevailed
In the nation, “Thus during this period, America could
voncentrate on'its domestic problems of perfecting poli-
tical and social organisation and of westward expansion
With less concern for European standards, #deals and
gntanglements®,

Western hemisphere as well as the protector of the South
American States. The doctrine emphasised the principlel
“America for the American”. It was essentially an ir
dication of the growing self-consciousness of the Unitee}
States. The Monroe Doctrine raised “the standard of
American foreign policy for all the world to see and to
plant it so firmly in the national consciousness that no
later president would dare to pull it down.”

= At the time of its declaration, th® Monroe Doctrine
drew only very little attention from the great powers -
Critics of Monroe had pointed out that his message was

military strength to defend the young South American
Repiublics from the European powers. So it was not the
declaration, but the power of the British navy that saved
the South American Republics from the interference of.
"ﬁﬁﬁed powers.

~ Incourse of time, the significance of the Monroe
Doctrine grew immensely. Asa dysemijc doctrine, it has
been wikely interpreted by the subsequent presidents.
It enabled the U, S, to interfere in the affairs of the small
Republics in the American continent, at the same time

=
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dency of F.D. Roosevelt, the doctrine was made multila
teral aud the Latin Ameri:an States were given share in
defining and enforciog the doctrive. (In 1962 president
John Kennedy used this doctrine against Russia whiq‘
securcd ‘Rocket Stations’ in Cuba. Today, owing to
sci.niific and technological advarcement, the United
States is forced to maintain her troops and war equip-
ments in the different parts of the world as a measure of
self-defence. She has also formed military pacts and
alliances. Even then, they are not against the spirit of the
Mouoroe Doctrine in a wider sense. . 2

C Esa &, :?‘T‘-"x’r Les {'.’Lr::i I

James Monroe was succeeded by J6hn Quincy Adams
O the presidency of the United States. He was the eldest
b0 of John Adams, the second President of America,
bike his father, J. Q. Adams had a distinguished career in
ublio service. As senator, idiplomat. and secretary of
ate, he had rendered his services to the country, Adams

Bielie’ oy e



. them from provoking Spain. With Brazil, Peru, Chi

. and Clay wished to make use of the opportunity f
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Foreign Affairs

Foreign affairs were the special aptitude of Adal
He was the mainspriog behind the Monroe Doctrl
This strained the relations between America and Brif
to some extent, His policy towards Latin America _
transparently honest and cautious. He wished to m
commercial treaties with them and to encourage the ol
nations to observe Republican principles. He also wanfl
them to live at peace among themselves and to disco

| Panama Congress. But, the victory of Adams was a
ffen one, One U. S. delegate died on the way and the
reached the venue of the Congress to hear that the
leling was already over.

)l of the Republicans

Though Adams governed honestly and ecfficiently, his
inistration was marked with frustrations. His years in
e appeared to be one long campaign for re-election
I his cold intellectual temperament did not win friends.
result he was replaced by Andrew Jackson as presi
bt in the election of 1828. Thus by 1828, the Republican
Ply fost its importance and it gave place to the Demo-
Panama Congress fic party under the able guidance of Jackson.

The Latin Amecrican states which freed themsély y

and Argentina he was fairly successful. But, the Britl
influence in Mexico and Colombia became a counl
weight to the United States in a new balance of power,

‘from foreign rule decided to convene a conference |

Panama in 1824. It was arranged by Simon Bolivar,
the purpose of urging Spain to recognise the independ n¢
of the new-born Republics of Latin America. It was als
suggested that the Congress would reassert the Monr)
Doctrine and the principle of liberating slaves. Adam

\- CHAPTER X

. JACKSONIAN DEMOCRACY
h ANDREW JACKSON 1828-— 1836

extending the United State's political influence over
Southern Republics. So Adams sent a message to _
organisers of the Panama Congress announcing the nor ni
nation of two U. S. delegates to the conference, But,
opposite group led by Andrew Jackson found fault with
the president for giving up the policy of isolation ani
neutrality. They also argued that if was improper on th
part of president Adams to depufe delegates to thy
Panama Congress without consulting the senate, Afie
long and heated discussion, the Congress finally approve
the president’s proposal and decided to send deélegates ¢

{The period of Jackson's presidency marked a ncw
ith in the history of America. It inaugurated the era of
Il democracy in the United States. Jackson was one of
few presidents whose heart and soul were completely
thc common mopla)ﬂe symbolised the w:despmd
jocratic impulse of the 19th century and his suceess in
sction of 1824 was a definite victory of the govern-
by and for the plain_people,

-
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Early Career

Jackson was born in 1767 on the border regions ol
Cerolinas.  He belonged'to a Scotch-Irish immigrat
family.)Born end bread up in the midst of misery an(
hardship, Jackson developed a keen sensitiveness and 4
lifelong sympathy for the oppressed and the downtroddet
section of the socict_v(:lackson was the architect of hig
own destiny. As a frontier lawyer, planter and merchant,
Jackson developed an intense distrust of the Easters
financial organisation which exercised great influence onl
the westcrn commerce. He took a leading role in 1h
war of I812 against Britain and earned great reputation ag
the hero of New Orleans. 'This popularity took him to.
the highest rung of the ladder and helped him to get hlm-
self elected as the Democratic president of Amcr:ca")

LM the time of his election to the presidency, Jackson
was a coptroversial figure. ‘)\The facts about his early
career and personality were” folsified and misinterpreted
by his opponents! Political enemics portrayed him as a
violent barbarian whose boundless actions wou'd en~
danger American freedom. (Cartoonists caricatured him:
as KingAndrew. But Jackson regarded himself asa plain
man anﬁ the clected representative of the common peaple
who formed the majority of the population. He had

*‘great faith in the common man’s capacity for uncommon
achievement.” He believed in political equality, evenness
in economic opportunity and had a strong hatred of
monopoly and special privileges. ) "Hﬁ presidentidl inau-
guration-in. Weshington D:C. giVe baisterous  evidence of
the convietion of -the people, that they had come in
posmon—of't‘.tra” government. Thousands of common
__people thronged to Wilhess The great event. Jackson, a
tall and lean figure, walkedthrough the crowd escorted |

h"e

d—

‘politician of NewYork as the Secretary of State.
Secretary of War was John Eaton,

B9
- -
ose friends. After taking his inaue

ly & company of
his inaugural address, he pushed

Wral oath and read

Wrough-the shouting ctowd, all eager to shake his hands.
Ifhen he mounted on horse

‘Back and rode to the White

Mouse at the head of an informal process:on of carriages,

farmiwagons, and crowds of | .

Inaugural Address ©
* ( In his inaugural address, Jackson pledged himself to

sconomy in government, a proper regard for state rights,
g liberal policy towards the Indians and a revampling of
Federal Civil Service. But, the address contained no
ar statement of the policy on tariff, internal improve-
ments the currency or the Bank of the U. S")

bloet -

Jackson appointed Martin-Van-Buren, a rising Dutch
The

a close friend of
ckson, The other members of the oabinel were equally

addition to the regular

drawn from his own supporters and the followers of
Calhaun, the vice-president. &;
‘cabinet, Jackson had a small body of advisers drawn from

he circle of his close friends and favourites. This small

. '_onp of unofficial political confidants came to be known

8 the Kitchen Cabbua ;
&mutlc Affairs

, Spoils System > |
@.ﬁﬁmm was followed by the introdu-
tion of the principle of rotation into the Federal Civil

Service. He enlarged the spoils system.) It was the pra-
liun of appointing men to the offices of the state on the

bagis of their party loyalty. CThc pmlous presidents M-
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not binding upon the officials and citizens of _ So’ud{ -
toling,) South Carolina even threatened to secc_de fro]_:! _
@ union if the congress passed any law_ to_use fmj;g?
minst it. e :
Jackson's response to challenge to the, Federal
hority was a strongly worded proclamation to the
bple of South Carolina. He asserted the sovereigaty of - !
ie Federal goverament and declared that “Nullification .
'-ant disunion and disunion meant treason'k@; a!s’o_

ppealed to the people of South Carolina to reassért theic.

leg 'ﬁé’e’im the union. He asked the Congress t? pass a

orce Bill authorising the president to use troops, if necess o

, to compel South Carolina to submission. While.

uawanted and inefficient officers JThe novelty of Jackson
. 8¢tion lay in the speed in whic he made a_largescale
moval of the followers of the Republican party from {
civil service) His motto Was “to the victor belongs, th
_Speils'”. lousands of departmental officers, numeroy
‘POstmasters and custom officials were thrown out g
smployment, Jackson justified his astion by pointing. ouf
the example of his predecessors like -Washington an|
Jefferson,

2 TheTarst policy &

“"{The chief subject of contro?eréy during J‘ack_sqn'

firstTerm of presidency was the Tariff,, The tariff had
regularly been increased in 1816, 1824 and 1828 in order’ 0
‘Protect the Northern industries, While the Northen
$iates enjoyed the benefits of protective tariff, the -Sous _ :
thern. states had to bear the burden. of high prices M 1 ond Policy & : R
Southern states like South Carolina bitterly opposed VEME UThe West expected that Jackson would: xglt}'qdyﬁi

. Wnion’s high tariff policy, - Businessmen in - hat state had ... in reforms in the national laud system, They p_:w_ .
boped that Jackson would use his presidential power to 8+ sale of western public lands to the settlers at lower’ r
modify the tarifflaws they had long opposed. (When the prices. The ‘proceeds from land 'sales were to bc‘rﬁ
Congress enacted a new Tariff Law in 1832, Jackson signed - public works and education. But, the proposdl “wa§

i without hesitation.) posed by the induStrial Bast’as it-might result i the __ ’
:

1

!

lickson had sent the troops to assist, the chg:'ml olffioi_aln,

I the collection of tariff, a compromise tariff Bill was
eseated ia the congress. It proyided for. the gradual res
uction of dutiss on imported article_s} Then South (_,‘-?rqlim!
vithdrew the Nullification Ordinance, Tm‘rs th? Nullifiation
fpisode was closed with both sides claiming victory, While
puth Carolina’s claims were protcctcd, Il. p;_-ow:t.t!_' Jﬂg‘!_
neffectiveness of the Theory of Nulh;ﬁcarfon.__‘ X sl

P

+ migtation of indastrial’ workers id " tHE

" Cinen st " :irala? airl':au:lsbf- the West, Senator Foﬁte.tﬁé‘ﬁﬂli‘ﬂh
e of the East introduced a pesolution ;umm ~

put a brake on the sale of public land™. fﬂ& Vester

ators aogrily attacked Foote=and h “fuppotier l;ﬂ'

{ Then South Carolina organised a States' Rights pa ty
Which represented those who believed in the principle of
Nullification, A stute conyention, especially elected for

this purpose issued an Ordinance of Nullification, It de-
clared that the Federal Tariff Laws ware null and yoid and
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Mered in 1816, was a very useful institution, It
ded a safe place of deposit for federal funds and
Wrised the financial functions. It had aided business
ties and reduced the threat of inflation.” The U. 8.
| also exercised a healthy control over the functions

y state banks.

%2

Mli!u_tlonnl grounds” 1o the hoated debats, Robbg
Hayne acgued that the states had the right to"numryﬁ (
"“‘?”,‘!"““"ﬂl".:' laws pussed by the government. The
v & champion of the North declared. th
““tho. states oould nullify-the taws-of the Coe:gms .ou' 4
”—'M‘_ndn a Civil- War*: “Attacking - the disunioni
‘:f?“—’m&wﬁ*_’_’m;““ﬂs’d “1.iberty —an8~unisaad
Oreveér one and-inseparable® Ty, ool .
self a state rights man;pu b“:& h.e J:il:,i:n c::;?t:::lhi ? dn spite of its usefulness, the bank had many enemies
. . | ) x e L] 2 2 2 - 3
s 1 s e the il Wt oo I 1 et 1 riain o Bl
: 2 arolina on the question ol
B o 1 e eon ecaced -0 T Ot it e e WeltS 1 mee
emphasised the national point of.view.hu' ey llpised that the bank represented the iaterests of a few
) jithy people. Most of the high officers of the bank,
cially its president Nicholas Biddle, were staunch |
l-Jacksonians and they used their power and pelf to
kguard vested interests. -Biddle's. persenal -demination
he-affairs of the Bank-and his.identification with ‘eons
jative interests roused popular reseatmcnt against-him.
'Jackson’s annual message in 1829, question:d the
tutionality of the baok and asserted that the baok ;
§ failed to establish a sound and uniform currency
lhe country.” Jackson boldly vetoed a bill for its res
arter in 1832 and accepted the chalienge of the
sosition to make the bank, the major issue of his
election campaign. After the re-election Jacksom
erpreted it as a mandate from the people to crush
 bank, The weapon lay at hand in a provision of the {i
charter which authorised the removal of publie f
hds. Jackson withdrew the Federal funds from the
nk of the U, S.and deposited them in selected state
pks which came to be nicknamed the Pet Banks, This

jstic measute practically destroyed the baok of the U8,

F

|

i 8. Quarrel with Calhoun

Jackson's quarrel with Calhoun, the vi ident
-ﬂich _eventuslly led to the Jatter's resignatio;c:;l:::ldo
of the interesting episodes in American politics. Johs
Eaton, the Secretary of War had married a bar-maid with
the permission of Jackson, But Mrs. Calhoun, a feminine
4 leader of the Washington society refused t:: rec'
Tk Mrs. Eaton. Jackson's efforts to compel recognition met
. with Jittle success. Then it developed into a poliﬁcaj
issue, Meanwhile, Jackson had discovered that Calhoug
as Secretary of War io Monroe’s cabinet had favoured
punishing Jackson for ignoring the instructions of
Washington authorities during the Seminole War After
an exchange of angry letters, the v -présiden '
wag forced to resign in 1831, ) B

6. Bank 'Tl'_u;!ey & -
~ Jackson had to engage in a dramatic str - wit
the Bank of the U. 5, The second Ban: :f t:lggauw!:

it




. Dotes-issue naturally led to ioflation and other eco

- He concluded several Indjan treaties which opened Indij

The immediate effects of this ad S =
‘ ; ! venturous s it
unfortunate, “The destruction of the baok of the I

-
on recommended the seizure of French property and
iht her to terms. But, when Texas revolted againgt
60 and appealed to the United States for annexafion
kion's wisely adopted a waiting attitude. His relations
b Latin America were not upto Adams® standards.
lkion’s Steretary of State, Van Buren went so far-as to
fm the South American states that the U. §. govern-
I was not interested in the Monree Doctrine, The
flo-American relations improved during the administra-
g of Jackson), Jackson entertained no unfriendly feelitg
ynrds the nation whose army he had thrashed so soundly
New Orleans.  Van Buren, the Secretary of State; in-
ted the British government to remove all restrictions on
herican trade in the West Indies. Britain also issued
order opening her colonial ports to Américan ships.
s Jackson showed great skill and ability in the admini-
ion of foreign affairs as well as domestic affairs,

ckson'an Democracy 3

controlled. Their speculative loan policy and unrestrig

-dilb__rders. In order to check this inflation and the rec
issue of paper money, Jackson issued the Specifie Ci 4
in 1836/ w}ich required the use of gold and silver for

purchases.” This circular came too late to check the p
which set in as soon ag the president left the office,

Jackson’s bank policy was a ici
Son's eal victo
dg_:#ocrat:c ideals, It freed busiuess from govgn
-famourgd monopoly, As his measures had the backing
p_gnple. they were truly democratic in every sense.

Indian Policy T L
& Iack;on persued a broad policy of e:f'i'n,g'ﬁisi:idg Tndif
Jand titles in the states and removing the Indian populatig

lands for American seltlements. Tribes-men with

ieloped farms, especially influential haif breeds w
given the option of staying where they were as |,
citizens. Those who preferred to leave, exchanged the
preperty :’or new lands in the West and were promic
payment for- travel expenses and the value npros
ments for their relinguished property. T?:: ea:sif:‘ﬁo :
Indians was nominal and most of them were reluctaat g
leave their original homes, At last they were beaten back
to'the new lands by the force of the Federal aj-my. -

© Forelgn Aftaina ¢

.-.‘-'-’.f-:'ck""ﬂ displayed great energy and resourcell;
the Conduct of foreign affairs, 'g " Frano

s era of Jacksonian democracy. ~
fersonian democracy in several ways” Both J
il Jackson had the same basic philosophy i, e.

lieved in the “‘government of the people and for the
ople™, Jackson believed in “the ‘“‘government of the
iople, for the people and by the people™. Jackson was
irm believer in the capacity of the masses and he
the champion of the rights and privileges of the
i man. Both Jefferson and Jackson stood for the
0 of franchise; but it was during the administra-
ckson that franchise was extended to all adult
zens, The presidential election was also ma

b common man.’ But Jackson's measures were more ,
mocratic than that of Jefferson. While the Jeffersonians e

iod oi-‘ Jackson’s presidency has b"’lw .—.

-

ll

|
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‘more democratic during the time of Jackson, As4| fisation of the Great West"”. The existence of an
‘the members of the Electoral College were elected b if freeland, its coatinuous recession and the advance
voting instead of benig elected by the state legisla Aticrican  settlement westward explain American
Jacksonian democracy had a direct tendency towa d bpment.’’ The rise ‘of the New West was the most
extension of the executive powers in its struggle v Mcant dcvclopment in American History in the years
Congress, courts and outside, Jackson directly ap diately following the war of 1812, Cl'he westward
to the people in order to get their support for hisre . Bnsion gave rise to a number of domestic and foreign

He boldly vetoed the unpopular bills even though lems in Amer@

were dul sed by the Congress, (He wn-ahd't? _
g muidentytop:sse the ::_g_cket mo) " of :mu:'i E'!Pln;lon S ",
Jackson was one of the strongest prcsldents ! he story of westward movement had begun pra

: : } with the ﬁmLmL'rWers It continued some=
United States. He was a man of extra-ordinary tl: .. 1 slowly and at times rapidly depending upon a variety
fine character and great public spirit. He was a se smstances-diplomalic, commercial and political.

man who rose from poverty to power by sheer d first whitemen who entered the forest regions of the

mrit and bard work. His vigorous action and simpli sre !mnt and fur- 3
: t -trappers who were noted fof
y endeared him to the common people. His administ o geat in opening new paths) through the wilder-

Was nqtled for the expansion of presidential powers. T el exphrcd the country and bronglu the

of iu resources back to the East. Then a number
filemen and miners moved to the West,  They were J
armers who cleared the forests and: started
ion. Once a new area had been opened and shown
ile, it would soon attract men of more sober’ and
8 type. In course of time, doctors, lawyers, store- it
ders, preachers, mechanics and politicians found their
o the West in search of “fresh fields’ of fortune,

During the confederation period, the govcrnment had b
bal with the problem of western lands, Qwing to the
scale movement of pwplu towards the West, town-

§ were first established in the North West terrltory.
nia and -some other states climbed western
1selves, land speculators from Pennsylvania
ot - ddle-states maintained that all western lands

m History haa been in a larp degne, th histonfyd ha'uoée*!‘he ‘€ommon propérty of the confederation.

| —— .
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't\ CHAPTER XI
}f WESTWARD MOVEMENT
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'The westward movement has been rﬁardod as
central theme of American History down to &g ﬁdl
thmnemth ccntury and as tlw main faoioﬁ in
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e T '. ally declining because of continuous cultivation,

At last, n sort of compromise was reached by W he availability of virgin soil ip plenty in the West

all the lunds north of the Ohio were to be organised Moted farmers to_that ﬂaloné Some others were

new states 'instead of being controlled by other s bed by the invigorating and . Healthy climale of the

(Whis region North of the Qhio and east of the Missis i beyond the Appalachian./¥There was a widespread

came to be known as the North West Territory, ¢ that life in the West would’be happier and plainer

i life in the East. (5'8till some others moved to the

Red Tndian Trouble (Nt to free themselves ““from the madding crowd of the

~ During the administration of George Washing EThere were still others who found an excellent
the Red Indians encouraged by British Canadian trdl

oached the U, S. bound d attacked the W I for capital investment in the west{")) The war of 1812
encr. ed the oundaries and attacked the} her increased the importa of the” weslars o
settlers in Ohio and Kentucky. Then the president dofii, pportance =stern territ ory.

¢ war served greatly to advgctise the region and it put
ted General Wayne to suppress the invaders. In spitéllend to the Indian menac he business dislocations
British backing and arms aid, the Indians were forcel

iduced by the conflict also\sfimulated westward migra-
sue for peace, By the treaty of Greville large trach while the completion of the Cymberland Road and
Indian territories were surrendered to the United St

Lounisiana Purchase :

During the presidency of Jefferson, Napoleon pla
to establish a huge colonial empire in America and fg
the weak Spanish government to cede the vast territo
Louisiana to France. As soon as Jefferson _ c o=
about the Louisiana transaction, he asserte _
decision to safeguard the interest of the Untited § *-
By tactful and diplomatic negotiations, Jefferson §
eded in purchasing the vast territory of lnuisiana
France in 1§03, The acquisition of this vast reslon

hl.l tales of the west told with delight by European
gllers and American journalists also encouraged west-
movoment “Hi-O; -awaywe go, floating down-the

e song-of thousands. otm:gr.aujs" :

Shvery & Missouri Compromise L
¢ westward flow of population and the rapid ex-

ed new problems to the nation, It became essential

_tended the U. S boundary from the Missis snpp_i to "' s the newly azmred regions into states and to £

8 them to the uniomt Theo the all important question
se Slavery or Non-slavery”. Among the original thif<"
0!011508 seven were free states and six were slaye
g the Balf a dozen years following the war of
n_la‘ln like Indiana, Mississippi, Illinois, Alabas

- Rocky mountains long, there began a
movement of people towards the western regions.
Causes for westward movement -

Many ors helped to accelerate thg
movcmeut.&e planters and farmers of the
to the west where the opedL to find new o

souri applied for statehood, there were 22 states
98 woll as 8 new Jife, Fhe fertility of the: soil in |

_lpaedy adaptaion of Fulton’s steam boat to the-e :
bers.made the trip to the west an easy pOSSIblhm

-_u- of the country with the purchase of Louisiana ‘.

ere admitted to the union, At the close of 1819
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Were.caught in the throes of a semious economic’

#SSion. As a result, the Federal government passed |
tal laws to provide relief to the western land-owners
Marmers.  The land Law of 1820 and. the Relief Act
gave much satisfaction to the people of the west |
il facilitated materially to the transition of that region.
i depression to normal conditions.

T."_'?
e

in lll'_d Milgn L1 alave statos and L1 free states,
’mf;{gﬂ”hluuuu Was maintained between the North
the South. So the admission of Missouri created a pry
lem to the congress. The question was whether to adi
* her as a slave state or a free state. Owing to the bitl
controversy, the congress was at a deadlock for sometim)
Meanwhile another state applied for admission to tl
ution. Then Henry Clay of Kentucky arranged |
compromise plan. Accordingly, Missouri was admitted
a slave state and Maine came in as a free state in
union. The congress also decreed to exclude slavery fi
ever from all Lovisiana purchase territory north of
line 36°—30°, This was the famous Missouri compromisg
The compromise solved the problem of slavery tempory

rily.
Financial problems

‘The rapid expansion of the west was not without it
unfortunate aspects. As the western pioneers were usually
short of funds, they'developed the habit of borrowing

large part of the funds_they needed from banks. Aftetiliir. in e
the disappearance of the First Bank of the U. §. in ityi -g::;::n settlers were a varied group w‘! i
all such business fell to the state banks, Ia the West, these ains were mingled in the west. There wm'sm-.,:
institutions were so carcless in their banking habits that¥ish, German, English and men of other_origins among
they came to be known as Wild Cartlers. As it Was easylle Western settlers, Among the early settiers there wers .

to obtain loans from them, western farmers and speculators Wunters and tra'p%‘i‘ff Who lived in miserable cabinf_*l As

made purchase of land far in excess of their needs. This fapre andumore settlers penetrated the wilderness, many |
unhealthy situation was abruptly ended by the Second e, me farmers, They brought improved livestock, /|
Bank of the United States chartered in_1816. When the bughed the land skilfully and sowed productive ssed.
Bank restricted notes-issue and compelled . the debtors toMeme erected flour mwills, saw mills and distilleries. They.:

clear their debts a financial crisis arose in the West, It Wid good highways, built churches and schools, :
arrested speculation effectively and forced many farmers Jawyers, merchants, preachers and politicians -

to sell their lands at low prices, It caused the greay me to the West. In course of time, towns, cities

- @ 1819 * For more than two years, people of the U tees grew up in the western regions, Ia the

! ﬁ-ﬁ
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fther Expansion

By the middle of the 1830s Michigan and Arkansas,
Io ready for statehood “and seftlers had moved into-
§@s which became an independent Republic in 1836 and
i8 added to the unmion in_1845. The acquisition of
orida, Oregen and California etc. further increased the.,
portance of the West. The rapid growth of the couatry.,
de the western settlers confident and proud. They
bked forward to the day when their farms would cover
p entire continent. Then the political balance. shifted
i the leaders of the west began to play an important
rt in guiding the destinies of the nation, ,

s
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Weroment, As a result, the Cumberland Road with~a
wth of about 600 miles connected Cumberlind to
Aryland, through the industrial and agricultural cenmtres &
irginia, Ohio, Mississippi, etc. Another important y

ject, the construction of nal, linked the Atlantic i
id Hudson river with the Great Lakes, Rt 3

WE Waie valued not for family background
L Wney or education; but for what they were a
0. A American- Journglist--Horace. Greeley. of

pUOL men, ~up with
As they went west, the emigrants carried wil

Alom many of the ideals and instituti i
ey stitutions of the region

Resolts of the westward movement

s

wperial Spirit

The westward expansion gradually gave rise to a spirit

ol imperialism, disguised in the form of Manifest Destiny;
Adopting this principle, the United States gradually |
sxtended its territory upto the region of Mexico. The '
wouthward expansion was completed with the acquisition
of Florida from Spain,

life'of the nation. It led to sign; |
lifeof tk . goificant economic litical
:_: ::,““?'“g'mges u:‘ the country, According to F'Jp;t: 3

el cliects of the westward ex ion: » .

: pansion we :
pn‘)tdneote the formation of a new composite lmticmsmlill;rf= |
to crease the dependence on Europe, to strength 3
nl_ﬁpulﬁ:lty :::i to increase the powers of the Federal
gover , to stimulate individualistic d

_Gew atic attitudes and institutions,

Growth of Regionalism

- |

Political changes >
Out of the west came, the new democracy wh
‘dethroned the Virginian dynasty and revolutio
American politics. Till the rise of the West, c
h, # B democracy was more or less aristocratic in nature, As’
the population from the East to West artificially led to ff west bcga?: to develop its influence was greatly felt in the

y political life of the United States. It gave rise to a new '
era of real democracy in the country. The office of the
president ceased to be the monopoly of the Virginians.
‘The extent of Western influence was clearly reflected in
presidential election 1828. It elected Andrew Jackson who
'typiﬂe’t'] the spirit of the new west, to the office of the .

_president. '

Other Resuits i
_The frontier spirit shou'd not be regarded with com- '
plete admiration, “The democracy born of. free-land,
3 in selishness and individualism, -intolerant ~of ad-
perience and education and. pressing indivi-
§ its proper bounds, has-its_dangers 88.

.

Tapi e'x-pinsion of the West posed a threat to the
prosperity of the East. This unhealthy spirit eoc:n
5= petftion_betwm the East and West led to the growth of
regionalism and sectional conflict in the country Y

- "

Dcnlomm t of Transport -
westward expansion natuar

jopmient of agriculture, Gradually 1::.!: ill:;:la::ieat#;:e e
cities grew up in the West. Then roads and canals o
needed in order to carry men and goods across the co o
Thc Westerners insisted on the Federal g n “ﬂ'ﬂ'
make Internal Improvements at the expense of the Fdﬁ:lo

————— e o
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 In the election of 1836, the Whigs, were too hetero«
us a group to unite upon a single man ora common
form. Hence, Martin Van-Buren, who was supported
duckson won the election,

WMW t westerners thought of -
!ﬂ!u primarily W Americans and wanted a sgt?:::g’ o
"urnmam With broad powers for dev:-loping L
POHAtion and promoting the general welf.
Dationalistic attitude was i =

of American achievements and institutions which o ,

- :mi:o:::f:; atnt::l aggressive, During the war of IB -
| ain _the Mexican war, the demand for ay
:ﬁa;sz:u:;efo;-e_l;gn policy chiefly came fro::m:;: t;?r: :

_ civil war, which disty tion Buriik
B el Abmha‘mul:, i disturbed the nation during

RO b ncoln 3
Sectional conflict and regional diffem:?:salso the result o

Iy career 'f
" Martin Van Buren was the son of a Dutch-speaking
ern keeper, at Kinderhook in New York. He was a
ssional politician who had earned great experience '
the state as well as in Federal politics. ‘Little Van
ned the nickname The Red Fox from his shyness and '
Lirtle Magician from bis ability to turn everything in-
gold”, His election to the presidency made several
5. “‘He was the first president born under the stars !

il stripes, the first of Dutch stock, the first from New-
k, the first to step from the governor's mansion at
bany into the White House at Washington™.
. CHAPT ey '
ER Xn Van Buren was a shrewd, able and dignified president. '
VAN BUR consistently tried to follow the Jeffersonian and 1
EN, HARRISON AND TYLER ksonian principles of democracy, In spite of his fame |
“836‘-’44) popularity, he lacked Jackson's simplicity and popu-

appeal. He was widely distrusted and misunderstood.
g period of economic depression which accompanied
| term and the picturesque personality of his predeces~
‘obscured his merits,

mic of 1837 .
During Van Buren's presidency, the nation suffered -

dm the severe consequences of a great economic depres- 3
). At it came all on a sudden, it was known as the

pic of 1837, rsince 1820, the country had been pros-

-So, many people had invested money recklessly in ‘ |
gud on western lands. Speculation jncreased - d

MARTIN VAN BUREN

-

e d




106 :6_3 :

1
| after much controversy, the Independent Trmr’“
i passed by the congress in 1840. The presiderting

ption of 1840 was held in the midst of the great depres~
B CrCet ankex during (35 A 0, which adversely affected the fortunes of the
#tration of Jackson had created financial confusion il ate
olintry. His order to the Land office to accept only Ml .
cash in payment for public lands forced the depositor 8. Relation with Britain e
demand gold and silver coins from banks. As the ba ' Pesides, finan :ial troubles, Van Buren's admlmstra--_
Biad advanced many loans they found it difficult to- b bn, witnessed some troubles in the northern border. As
enough kard cash to meet all these demands. Meanwl §U.S Canadian boundary was not clearly marked,
some of the European depositors also withdrew BRE i frictions and clashes wWere taking lnossdiu A
deposits from American banks. The people lost thEMS - regions. In 1837, the Canadians who felt the
confidence in banks and tried to withdraw all their dep® den of British rule rose in rebellion against Britain.

8its, This led to the failure banks. Then the depositoifhe Americans hailed the Canadian rebellion as a new
lost their savings, Western landowners were forced 1,

BRORmauly. Banks hiad advanced loans to the landows
M businossmen carelessly. The destruction of the B
1 ‘ »

I
Mmerican revolution. A net work of secret societies '
sell their land at low prices to clear their debts. Factorl lled Hunters Lodges pledged to expel the British fromy
Were to cut wages or to lay off workers. Adding fuel orth America was formed along the border regions of
the fire, the fall in the price of cotton and the failure { ¢ United States. They supplied men, money and arms
wheat cultivation caused great misery and suffering to the Canadian rebels. In December 1837, a small
farmers, merican ship Caroline, causing um;h snppl.ile_s was WF:;
: and of loyal Canadians at the American port o
Independent Treasury ;:rd. One imerican lost his life in the ship, Soon
Van Buren and the other democrats felt that tf gsident Van Buren demanded reparations from Bitain,
panic was caused by the reckless policies of the Bank it, the latter, refused to pay and ill-feeling grew bets
U.'S. and other state banks.- He decided that hencefort] sen the two conntries. After a lapse of two years, a' i
there should be a complete **divorce between governmet adian named Mc Leod, boasted in a New York ‘bars
and private banking.”” So, Van Buren asked the Congreslhe m that-he had killed an American in the attack upon' A
to authorise the issue of Treasury notes to meet thille, -

roline. Thereupon he was arrested and the court
ntenced him to death. But, the British, foreign Secres i
, Palmerston came to the rescue of Me-Leod., Ha

ade it clear, that the attack on Caroline was an official :
ack of Britain over American pirates. He also declared '
at the execution of Mc-Leod would produce a great waf '
etween the United States and Britain. By this time,

government deficit and to pass an independent Treas
Bil allowing the Federal Government to keep its funds i
sub-treasuries and making payments from them. Thoug
the first reccommendation was adopted, the second whic}
was intended to ‘divorce government from Banking’ we
opposed by the Whigs. The struggle for an independen
freasury lasted through most of Van Buren’s term.
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arrison and Tyler were respectively elected to the
residency and vice-presidency.
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John Tyler becams the presideat of the Uhited: Stal
As he was anxious to preserve peace, he settled the ¢
pute by releasing Mc-Leod,

The New Supreme Court JOHN TYLER

Van Buren's administration inherited virtually a n
Supreme Court. A number of deaths including  that |
Chief Justice, Marshall disposed of all, but two of f
judges appointed by John Adams and the Virginian dynl
sty. Jackson was able to appoint a new Chief Justice a
four associate judges. Vaa Buren appointed three
judges in 1837 and this new batch of judges dominated th
Supreme Court until the Civil War,

William Henry Harrison, who was sixtynine years of
¢ appointed a Whig Cabinet in which Webster became
scretary of State. Before Harrison could accowpksh
nything beneficial to his party or to the country he passed
Aaway ia 1841. The presidency then passed to John 'l‘ylcr,-
he vice-president. .

'Split among the Whigs :
Tylers political views differed fundamentally from |

Failure those of his colleages..  When the Whigs in the Congress.
Van Buren's public acts like the ten-hour day folf voted for a national bank, Tyler boldly vetoed the bill. 1 “
government servants aroused no public enthusiasm Hef He also vetoed all bills for internal Improvements and ;

lacked the compelling qualities of leadership as well
the dramatic flair of Jackson, The election of 1840 fous
the country afflicted with hard times and Iow wage
These unfavourable conditions adversely affected the for
tunes of the Democrats.

WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON

The ele:tion of 1840 was a fantastic one in the histo
of America. The Democratic party nominated
Yan Buren for a second term. The Whigs chose Wiiliam
Henry Harrison, a military hero as the presidential cam
didate. Harrison's victory over the Indians at Tippecana
in 1811 had made him a popular hero. John Tyler of
Virginia “whose views on states’ rights and low tariff weré

Mariff as a necessary measure for the revenue, All these

‘measures roused the wrath of his Whig colleagues who .

resigned in disgust. His Secretary of State, Daniel Webster I l

stayed on for a few months to wind up an agreement with
England that settled the boundary between Maine and

Canada. Tyler then appointed Democrats to the cabinet,
his became an irrecoverable blow to the Whigs.

Estimate

John Tyler was “‘a good president.” An habitual
democrat, he was not on good terms with the Whigs who N
had elevated him to the presidency. When the Whigs |
deserted him, Tyler found no difficulty in joining hands r

popular in the South, was the vice-prasidential candidate,§ With the Democrats, As a man elected by the Whigs he
While the Democrats were inactive, the Whigs carried og § had no standing in the Democratic party. Hence he was
vigorous propaganda conducting mammoth meetings and § Do

torcb-light processions.  As a result, the Whig.candidats

bour works. He accepted an upward revision of the 'll
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A/ N cmapter xm
THE DECADE OF EXPANSION (1840 188

%ﬁ/ t'éNIFEST DESTINY

g  great theme of the history of the United State
4dn the 1840’s was Manifest Destiny. The phrase Manif
Destiny was coined by a Newyork; editor John O, Sulliv
It simply means that the United States was clearly desting
to extend its boundaries, democratic institutions, and w4
life westward to the pacific, northward to the Arctl

Sga and Southward to the ISMU‘:E::@ If not by
if, by colonisation and expansion; multiplyin
ions of the U.S. A. were to have a proud Republi

’,yhou'limits should be the ‘Pacific and the Atlantic,
( This popular ideology of ‘Manifest Destiny” was therefore
a Doctrine of expansion)The golden age of Manifest Desti y
was 1840—1850. at decade witnessed the rapid
%hoﬁal expansion of the U. 8., almost doubling its

1¢ aborption of Texas, the annexation of Oregon, the
occupation of California and the South Western countriss’

etc. were some of the landmarks in the episode of
U. S. expansion,) :

CAUSES FOR EXPANSION

1. The desire to settle new lands o

Various elements worked to expand the boundaties
of the United States. One of these was undoubtedly the
traditional ambition of the Americans, especially the
frontier men to settle in new lands, They believed thag
they had a right to occupy any empty or attractive ‘ter-
ritory with or without legal title. Owing to the growth of
population almost all the Bastern lands had been occupied, ' |

1

. continuous cultivation had reduced the |
those lands, there began a search for fresh ﬁn s and
In soil. Ttled to a large scale westward mm
bch was one of the greatest migrations of hhm.;—h“
A : Jallls, ":"-"""'-=H i vIn|

o s
T :: !r i nd1IvVId

g, CONee i - S __
- the ™

.
a it . J

vance-of a gl
. Consequence of the panic of 1837
. Another important factor which promoted territorial
pansion was the consequence of the panic of 1837. The
Hsis that followed the panic encouraged m_:gration._ m‘f
ydden and steep fall in agricultural prices .‘mmg;“
ected the cultivators. Morecover the craze for int.cma-
mprovement as well as the failure of huge canal bm!ding_
gojects had increased the debt of the states in the
fississippi valley, compelling them to resort to a polic-y

if high taxation, Owing to the heavy burdt_m of taxes in
hese states, many a citizen preferred to migrate to new.
ands. N

A 1 m : é
g:;?ho:l'ogical factors also encouraged territorial £x-
on. The Americans began to feel proud of their
om, prosperity and democratic government.: They -
sJicved that it was their Manifest Destiny to e:.cpana{q and

o extend their benign influence all over America. They
hought that such expansion would bring the entire con-
tinent and its inhabitants under the blessnggn of American
democratic institutions. (Thus patriotism as well as the

d faith in their own greatness and goodness drove

' Americans to new territories. |, .
ce of Ploneers and Traders T
Tnaddition to the cconomig and psychological factors,.




-':-&merican government had allotted that region to
Indians. I8 course of time, some of the pioneering settle|
* and fur-traders brought the new
«lity of the western regions.
men started to these re

there were other forces attractin

10 the western lands.
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unsuitable for cultivation and inhabitation,; Hence,

g migration and expansle
For many years, the region west

the Missouri bad been brended as the ‘Great Deser|

oon enterprising businesk
gions for organising fur companief
They were followed by farmers and business-men in lar,

p American fur company in 1808 which made remark-

“3 ;‘I -

lish ~coast and
jlish navigator, had explored the :‘grp{gqn‘

nd there plenty of scope for acquiring large quan_ti_:i:;.
fur. The presence of the English. ig.pmgoa was m:i !
facle for the American interests. < The first Ame o;:
plan ‘a colony in Oregon was .{ohu. J’ar:qb M;;l::md
tame a leading figure in the fur business. He esta ed

i f all his
ess.,. But, he was forced to dmptfse o 8
u‘::rocgiral rights and privileges to the Bl:illsh mercha;atg.
ring the war of 1812. Thus the British Hudson Bay

numbers. It naturally paved the way for fusther expans 'pany not only enjoyed t* e monopoly of i‘ur-t_;ad‘:a but
d ‘the west. ko dominated the whole of Oregon, Howeyer. the Anglo '.@

:Oregém by Britain and the U. S., It was also lt!;iulatc_t.: _
at on a year's notice, the join; o?jgg;tiigoamm l
light be unilaterally terminated. n k Join

' lti:n was almost entirely the British occupation of 3

Manifest Destiny was further promoted by merchanty
from Missouri who had opened commereial contact with
the natives of Santa-Fe. The Spanish speaking people of
Santa-Fe who were separated from the city of Mexico by
more than 1000 miles of mountain frails, were eager to
purchase industrial goods fronfithe Americans in exchs
for silver and furuThe American merchants made gradual
progress in their trade with Santa-Fe and from there
opeped markets in California and New Mexico As a resuly
of these commercial activities, zhe Asmericans learned how
to conduct their wagons across the western country. They,
also discovered the weakness 6F the Mexican authority by
establishing contacts with New Mexico and California.
These factors also intensified their desire for expansion
and kindled their appetite for more territories. 3

Mean':vhilc. in the wake of nationalism the Americans .
egan to think of terminating the British control in Oregon..
arly in 1830, American missjonarics al:nved at Om:o!d?“’ !
riatianise the Indians. A8 missionary l?tcmst bl?sso 0804/, .al 4
hey ‘proved more successful in penetrating effectively into

.country than the far-traders. Besides establishing chur-

hes and cultivating the land, the missionaries sent" back _

g beauty and fertility of the Omg_og K ;
i.rep;r::‘ u;l;?:us Whiteman’s account of Omgt:: .
s read with intense interest in the East. SO'!L_,__ :
’s eyes were turned towards the Oregon country.
n to settle the region was aroused in many drqm
sial and unofficial. Then there began t_he Gfﬁa&m
n' to Oregon, By 1843, the American communjty in

The Jpening of Oregon
The Oregon country was a vast and extensive territory

-

embracing approximately halfa million square mi
to the north of California, between the Rocky mountain:
pnd the Pacific Ocean. - As carly as 1778, James Cook, ag
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neers like Stephen Austin secured graats of land from

| Mexican government and settled there. Graduaily the

hber of settlers increased and-ia-1830; there-weore-about

fonty thousand-Ambricans in Texas.) But much against

wishes of Austin and the Mexican government, the new

tlers had brought slavery with them. So Mexico passed

uw forbidding further migration from the United States,

it it was too late to stop the flood of American settlers

d so there was constant friction between the Texans and

¢ Mexican government. Matters came to a head in 1835,

jen the Mexican dictator, Sante Anna, invaded Texas

id massacred many Americans. The Texans soon found

leader, in Sam Houston who put up a brave fight agaitist

e Mexican dictator Santa Anna and succeeded in winning

¢ independence of Texas., President Jackson recognised

e independence of the ‘Lonme Star Republic’ of Texas,

it when the Texans pressed for incorporation in the

hion, the northern states objected it on the ground that

of 1844, as the Mandaté of the American people to anngip Would enlarge the slave territory. Southernets for the
Oregon. He gave notice to Britain that the U.S. wanted (@i#me reason pressed for the ‘admission of Texas in the
end the joint occupation and to establish U, S, Sovereignijiion: S the problem of Texas got involved in the
in Oregon. Polk also re-asserted the noncolonisatiogiiavery politics of the union and no progress was miade fog

principle of the Monroe Doctrine. These had the desirefeveral years.
effect and Britain agreed to settle the dispute peacefully,
By the treaty of 1846, the Oregon was divided between

Britain and the U.S. along the 49th parallel, Thus Americay e
sovereignty was established over the arca now covered by Jiexas. Rebuffed by the U. 5., Texas tried to get financial

the states ‘of Washiogton, Oregon and Idaho and tha d and military assistance from Great Britain. (Rb
boundary line between the U.S. and Canada was completed Jsitish 1 ed_anindepeadoat Fexesis—abe |

from the Atlantic to the Pacific. jower —in-North_Amerios; & buffer—state against B:-8:
, : - valuable source-of cotton production anda.
The Annexation of Texas €e miarket for-British—manufactured-goads.”’, The

( Texas had been a province of Mexico béyond the ritish anti-salvery socicties hoped that Texas might
frontiers of the Louisiana purchase. At first, the Mexican Jodede to the abolition of slavery in that state in returg
_ Bovernment welcomed settlers from the Unitegd St_l_tﬂ, ' :

S = ST, . ey, e

Oregon set up a provisional government of their own,
government declared that it would function, until the |
Jurisdiction was extended in Oregon. Thus Oregon bet
8bone of contention between Britsin and the U 8.,

Compromise attempts -
_ Beginning with the administration of J. Q. Adams, |
" 18 government had made repeated attempts to fix §
Oregon boundary along the 49th parallel, But Britain
reluctant to surrender the fertile land as well as the Proj
. @ble furtrade North of Columbia to the Americans, |
the Americans decided to solve the problem by the fop
of numbers.; fa-the-presidential-election-of 1844 Jam
rats shouted the slogans-*“Eifry, Koy

All of Oregon or-none*;—cte, .

President Polk interpreted his victory in the electio

-
=

-

nnexation of Texas .
- In course of time, the American interests grew in
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for the British aid. The threat of Texas as a computl
source of cotton and a possible heaven for runaway s \
greatly alarmed the southern states. To allow Texs I-.'
become a political and economic dependency of a R
pean power would be contrary to the whole tradition
Al_nencan foreign policy. In the presidential election
.'.l844, the question of Texas annexation became a vil
issue. Polk’s victory in the election was interpreted ai
mandate of the people for admitting Texas in the Un
So in February 1845, the Congress passeda resolut '
agking Texas to join the Union. Soon, the Republic
tens voted to give up its independence and become o
of the United States. Thus Texas became a part of tl
Ubited States of America, k

pnected to the U.S. programme of expanslon, 'fh;
pexation of Texas roused the bitter opposition »
entment of the government of Mexico. The UL S,
lempt to grab California and New Mexico further in«
fiated the Mexicans: As the Mexico Texas boundary
s unsettled the Mexican government, made attempts to
gover the ‘rebellious Texas province.” Thus tension
ew between the U, S. and Mexico.) (In order to settle
e boundary disputein a peaceful manner, president
olk sent a minister, John Slidell, to the city of Mexico.
jit, the Mexican government refused to receive the U. S,
linister on account of the strong anti-American feeling .
 Mexico, 8o President Polk sent the American troops
! p the disputed border regions. War broke out between
ﬁ”ﬂh’n into California e U.S. and Mexico in 1846, The U.S. won the wat i
: ) X gaiost Mexico in less than two years,
| Spain was the first nation, which had started
occupation of the coastal region from Sandiago to S: -.
francisco in California; Early in the 19th century, 8
number of American farmers were given grants of land
i California by the Mexican government.. In course ¢
time; traders from New England regularly visited Califors
nia to-buy leather for their shoe-manufacturers and tallo'
for the candle makers. These visitors brought back the
news of the fertile soil and pleasant climate of California,
Soon, a large number of American farmers and merchants
came to settle in California; The American settlers und et
the leadership of Thomas Larkin desiced the inclusion of
California ia the U S. But, the question of the annéxation
of California was settled only after the U.S, Mexican war.:

esults of the war ss“.‘ , s
. Asarasultof the war, the United States acquired
bout ten million square miles of new land. = Mexico gave
p California and all the land between California and~
exas. The U. S. boundarics extended from the pacific

n the West to Central America in the South.

Thus the period between 1840—'S0 witnessed the
emarkable expansion of the U. 8, territo The govern=
ment trong and the country grew in poOpulation and
'altwar!nus industries were developing rapidly not
nly on the eastern sea board, but also in the fast growing
sities of the West. - The Amzricans felt a natural sense of
pride and glory in the fulfilment of the ‘Manifest Destiny’
of their nation,  Still unresolved, however, were the basic
sonflicts rooted in sectional differences, which within the
decade were destined to flame into Civil War,

-The U.S. war with Mexico was oné of the significant,
#vents in the annals of American history, It was directly




118
CHAPTER XIV
JAMES K. POLK (1845—°'49)
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Is policy
- In his inaugural address, Polk re-afirmed the
emocratic platforms declaration that “‘the annexation
If Texas was both a necessity and a right.” As for Oregon
¢ declared pointedly that “‘to us belongs the duty of
joteeting our emigrants wherever they may be upon‘ our
il."" 1In his message to the Congress he recommended
Briff revision and the restoration of the independent
feasury. He npot only emphasised but also elaborated
he Monroe Doctrine. He declared that the people of
America alone had the right to decided their destiny, The
Unifed States would never consent the interference of
suropean powers in the affairs of American states because
t might ‘disturb the balance of power’ in the American
ontinent. He also asserted that the United States would
ot allow the establishment of European colonies of
bminjons on gpy part of the North American continent,

Polk and the Oregon Treaty

. In spite of the war-like slogans of his campaigaers,
Polk hoped to settle the Oregon question peacefully. He
food for the extension of U.S. jurisdiction over the
Jregon settlers, besides providing military protection to
egon trail and the establishment of an Indian agency
eyond the Rocky mountains.”” After a period of diplo=
batic negotiation, Britain signed a treaty with president
olk in 1846. It provided that the boundary between the
Unjted States and the British territory in Oregon should
e along the 49th parallel. Thus, the American sovereignty
as established over a large area of Oregon country and
he boundary between the U.S, and Canada was completed
om the Atlantic to Pacific. There were some  grumblings
mong the ardent expansionists at the abandonment of
he Fifty-Four fourty or Fight slogan, But, Polk’s decision
0 accept the British offer was obviously a wise one,

The Democratic National convention which assembled
af Baltimore in 1844, nominated James K. Polk as the
presidential candidate. Quite inkeeping with the pulse o
the nation, Polk and the D:mocrats made expansion o
their main campaign issue. ‘‘Fifty<four forty or Fight't
and “All of Oregon or None” were their slogans. Th
Whig candidate for the presidency was Henry Clay, He
was well-known as ‘a man of compromise rather than
man of courage.” The prospect of acquiring Oregony
Texas and perhaps California turned the plain people to
the side of the Democrats. So, in the election, the firsh
dark horse candidate, James K. Polk defeated the oup
standing politician of his time, Henry Clay and cafried
with him into office a Democratic majority in both houses
of the Congress. _

'

Early career and character :
The new president, James K. Polk, a North Carolinian

- by birth, had served séven terms in the House as a
représentative from Tennesse and one term as the governor
of the same state. Polk, whose administration ran from
1845—"49 had neither intellectual gifts nor an attfactive
personality. ‘“He was a stiff, angular person with sharp
grey €yes in a sad lean face.” Although he was narrow-
minded, unimaginative and suspecious, he had a strong
will and & remarkable capacity for Hard work, He was a
bighly conscientious person who firmly believed that it
was his first and foremost duty to carry out the will of
the people as expressed o his election. He was Highly
interested in the territorial expansion of the United States.

—————__nunenll




Apnexation of Texas

Texas assumed great importance in American polith
during the period of Jacksonian democracy. After throwi
off the Mexican yoke, the Texans expressed their ke
desire tojoin the United States. Owing to the oppositia
of the Northern States, Jackson refused to annex Texa

A

By that time the Texans established the Lone Star Republl
of Texas, But the people of Texas never gave up the hopl
of becoming a part of the United States. The Britigh
attempt to exercise her influence in Texas, seemed to by
detrimental to the interests of the United States. As &

Expansion greatly infuenced the United States to

L

preaking points. The U. S.
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: . THE MEXICAN WAR (1846—'48)

The United States® war against Mexico was one of the
mportant events in the annals of American history. 'I’ha
Gospel of Manifest Destiny as well as the Pofk-ﬁactfifw':o

war against Mexico in 1846.

es (1) Aanexation of Texas - :
During the admin‘stration of Polk, the relation bet-
s the United States and Mexico was strained to the
annexation of Texas in 1844,

-ardent advqca!e of expansion, Polk regarded ‘“‘the annex roused the wrath of the Mexican government. Mexico

ation of "Texas as a necessity as well as a right.” Befised to recognise either the fact of Texan independence {
presidential election of 1844 proved that a large majority or the legitimacy of her incorporation into the United 3
of the states had favoured the immediate annexation Ofl g .1 ¢ 4

Texas. So in 1845, the Congress passed a resolution

agking Texas to join the United States, Meanwhile, theSl 2y Boundary dispute P _

‘Texan government also d their.approval of annexationy Another outstanding quéstion bétween the two

Then John Taylor, the retiring president, announced the
annexation of Texas in January 1845,

Polk’s Problem _
Shortly after James Polk entered the presidgntia

office, Mexico protested against the annexation of Texas,

The Mexican government declared that the annexation of

Texas would mean war and it broke off diplomatic relations
with the United States. From her point of view Te

was still a rebellious state, So, she took steps to resist)
the annexation of Texas. In order to protect Texas, James
Polk ordered the U, S. General Taylor to take the army
to the South Western boarder of Texas. He also wish led

to make use of the opportunity to obtain all the terri
West of Texas including upper California, It naturally,
prepared the ground for the outbreak of the Mexican war
jn1s4s, 3 :

\governments was the border problem
‘Mexico. The Texans claimed that their boundary was the
Rio Grand=, which would give them control over a large
vart of New Mexico. The Mexicans on the other hand
arguéd that the River Nueces :
porder of Texas. No compromise was made between the

between Texas and

was the south western
o countries for a long time. Hence the dispute was to
settled by the force of arms.

fallure of payments .

" 'The next important question between the two couns
s was the failure of Mexico to pay its debts. During

s frequent revolutions that occurred in Mexico, a large

srof Americans lost their lives and property, In.

initial reluctance, the Mexican government fin

j to pay two million dollars to the Unitgd States

ﬂ
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I
migrants, The U.S. government belicved (hut the
itish were engaged in intrigues to take California. Polk
prefore hoped to arrange a bargain with Mexico by,
bich all the South Western territories would be bought.
fthe United States, Unfortunately the Mexicans had too:
lich national pride and too unrsalistic a confidence in
it own military strength ta consider such a propositions
ey belicved that the large scale movement of American,
tlers to Texas had been deliberately plasn:d ‘by the l
nerican goverament in order to annex Califorvis. These
pleasant turn of events intensified the ill-feelings
ween Mexico and the Uaited States.

) Failure of Slidell Mission’

Before taking strong measures, Polk made ah attempt’
acquire California and to settle the Texas boundary by
aceful means, In 1845, he seat an' Ametican envoy,:
hn Slidell, with definite instructions to the City of -
exico, to negotiate a settlemsnt on the following terms, -
) The United States was ready to cancel the uapaid-debyl
Mexico in return for the Mexican approval of Rio
ande as the Texas boundary. (2) America was willing
ibuy New Mexico for 5 million dollars and: Califoraia
25 million dollars. But, the Mexicans Jooked upon
e U. S. as an aggressor as well as an open enemy. So,
fat was the anli-American feeling in Mexico, that not
| officer dared to talk with Slidell. Thus, the Slidelf .
ssion proved to be an utter failure, :

claration of War sradily, b
As 5000 as Polk heatd about the failure of the Siidell
ssfon, he came to the conclusion that the only way to
California and to settle the Texas question was. -+
He had ordered the American troops under General
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Wway of compensation. As a result of constant civil W
and chronic state of bankruptey, the Mexican governm
#¥as not able to clear its debts to .the United -States, |
Ahe United States fouad justification for declaring W
Mgainst Mexico.

4) “Status of Californla

After the annexation of Texas, America turmed M
wards California and New Mexico where.a large numbs
Of Americans had settled. The American community Wil
:ﬁatly fascinated by the prospect of colonising Californi
Ats timber wealth and the fine harbour of San Francisg
‘eyoked' the aggressive interests of the Americans. B

ff.‘.‘alifdmia was almost neglected by the Mexican .gové"
‘ment. The absence of proper schools, courts, policy

‘stations, postal system etc. caused great inconveniences o
the Americnn settlers in California. The communicatiol
‘between California and the city of Mexico was uncertain’

d insufficient. The Californians were getting all theip
fequirements from the United States. So, the U S. wishe
2o annex California. But the annexation of California wag
pot as casy as it was done in the case of Texas, The lo
of Texas had alarmed the Mexicans to a great extent that
they took strong measures to protect their territories,
Thus the growing ambition of the United States in  Cali~
fornia clashed with the firm determination of ‘Mexico to
maintain her territorial integrity. :

8) Fear of British intrigues .

While president Polk was anxious to secure Califor-
nia, the British agents in California seem:d to take keen
interest in the affairs of the province. The president
thought that Mexico might sell California to Great Britain, §Ps
The Mexican government had issued orders for the -expul-

sion of the American settlers and the exclusion of further

-

L.
—— el
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Taylor to occupy the
Grande and the Nueces. The Mexican government also
sent her troops to hold that region. Tn April, 1846, the
Mexican soldiers crossed the river and attacked a small
ditachment of American soldiers. Sixte:n American
soldiers lost their lives in the fight. When the news of the
attack on American forces reached Washington, President
Polk sent a war message to the Congress. He declared that
the Mexicans had *‘shed American blood on American

soil.” He told the Congress that in spite of his earnest

efforts to negotiate a peaceful sett lement, the war had been
begun “‘by the act of Mexico herself.”
by the president, the Congress promptly declared war and
voted funds for military activities.

The Course of the War

The United States had little difficulty in winning the
war, ‘‘She had more vigorous and enthusiastic soldiers,
more competent generals and above all better guns and
equipments.” The American generals like Taylor, Ketirny
and Scotf brought credit to the U. S. by their brilliant
victories. President Polk had planned a three~fold attack
on Mexico, New Mexico and California, The American
forces under Geoeral Taylor crossed the Rio Grande and
won a decisive victory over the Mexican army at Buena
Vista. Before long, another American General Stephan
Kearny captured SantaFe-Trail without a flight,
advantage of a revolt in California, General Kearny suc
ceeded in establishing U.S. control in California. In spite
of these losses and failures Mexico refused to make peace,

But, General Winfield Scott’s attack on the city of Mexico,
wurned out to be a mortal blow to the Mexican pride, §

Santa Anna, the Mexican president retired into exile. Then
the war came to an end in 1848,

disputed region between the Rio

Thus encouraged

Taking

he Treaty of Guadalope Hidalgo (184%) . B
After a short period of megofiations, the Trouty
tuadalupe Hidalgo (1848) clossed the hostilities Lotwesh :
he two countries. Accordiog to the terms of the treuty
dexico accepted the Rio Grande boundary and ceded New
Mexico and California, including all the territory that
by between them to the United States. The United States
n retura made a cash payment of 15 miliion dollars to
Mexican debts to the American citizens. It was anexpeas
jive peace as the Victor agreed to pay a huge sum of
money to the vanquished by way of compensation,

Result of the War

- As a result of the Mexican war the!U: S. acquired
ybout 10 million square miles of new land. Her boundaries
bxtended far as the Pacificin the West and Central America
b the South. It led to the signiag of the Clayton Bulwer
Treaty (1850) with Britain for the purpose of constructing
he Panama Canal to improve the transport facilities to
the Pacific coast. The war gave an opportunity to Abraham
incoln to emerge as a national hero with his spot res
olution. The treaty added to the United States a colony
bf religious refugees—Marmons who had once left the U.S,
1d settled beyond the Great Lakes. Above all after the
exican war, the annexation of new territories intensified
¢ problem ‘“Slavery or Non-Slavery.’ It gave rise to
ctional conflict which eventually dragged the nation
into the whirlpool of the civil war.

nes Polk-Estimate

ed States. His main concern was

Mexico and took up the responsibility of clearing the

James Polk was ose of the greatest presidents of the

expansion and he ~

A

ccom plished all his major objectives during the period of -~
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his administration. He settled’ the' Oregon question by
peaceful means: He secured permanence for the annexation
of Texas and took New Mexico and California’ after
suppressing the pride of Mexico. Polk was' able' to' fiilfil’
two ibportant promises of his party on domestic affairs. | .
In accordance with his Jacksonian convictions, he brought |t —
about the re-gstablishment of the independent treasucy atid | Piitpd - | o
thereduction of tariff. He'restated the Monroe Doctrire | & '
and extended it to prohibit’ Europesn diplomatic inters |1, Economic causes
ference with Ameritan affairs. Polk did not seek re-eleetion’ '_m“ were fundamental differences between the
to the presidency. : & - economic system of the North and that of the South. The
. and the East were noted’ for their industrial and
nercial outlook. There the businessmen pleaded for
otective -tariff, Federal aid to the development of
transportation and control over banking system. In
fother words |they wanted to influence the whole national
" onomy for their own advantage. In population and
) . | aith, the North had marched shead of the South.
[ ONAEER. X - fThe ‘North was almost self-sufficient. America’s main
tloposits of minerals were located in the Northern states.

- |¥he well-organised financial siructure as well as- the well-
tdeveloped transport facilities enabled them to make a
fgreat deal of commercial advance ment. :

But, -in the South, the chief source of wealth was the
rop. - There the aristocratic planters were engaged
ultural activitics. Slavery was inextricably inter-
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joetween the North and,the South. On the contrary some
other scholars attributed more importance to moral issues

and considered slavery as the chief cause of .the conflict.

b 17

1

THE CIVIL WAR |7/]- ¥4

(The American Civil War which was foughit between'
the Northern States and the Southern States, marked a
significant event in the history of Amerfo@ In R -
i or Al expausioh of the 19h chatiny srcstieet hg [Meven into the social fabeic” of the South. ‘The Southern
picture of & house divided agaiust itselfi” (The fued and' s ""ﬁiﬁﬁ%ﬁ’éﬁ'&ﬁlﬁm” -
friction between the North and the South eventually led ':":.'li"i”r As they WIS 10 pei mantiBetnred articles
to the outbreak of a great Civil War SRR A8 LIy wanee.to | get ‘manwinelured- dn

(Thiers are two main schools of interpretation régarding. hor s 1oy "'-”“‘-,;:f“ 'g%;ﬁ”;ﬁ Jn geag

156¥ of thé CNVIF War., Accorliie ' thme cfita: B Or region. §*0od for { -and lenient bank-

sconomic facjors were mainly w the clash’ laws. The Southerners s_tsq_l;g!y__p__a_glaggﬂ
. travageat expenditure of Fedoral funds fof
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A Noﬂh Thiss or Wi E R0 gnitt;d States-. from time to time, It had itse .
moral and political arguments. While the South cm

. vange of difference in the view:

s of the North and the South
and west exe slavery to be an essential part of its Cotton Culture, the

'_--fﬁ'ltfh regard to the public land “policy Northerners Jooked
_ pansion, Thus in all essefitial aspects the southern planters| = ooked up on it as a moral evil. Apologists
%ﬁdpntandhg with the capitalists of the North, :{:‘:;’7 and its opponents worked equally m to ;mﬁtof;
heir positions. Basis to t rgume '
Difference between the North & the South dotion that the Neg’ro :a:l ea: l:f?:::?a:e 'r: s
Commenting-on- mic ~differences;—between i
Mmmc ye ‘f At-the .hannmu. g” tm]lgikr to support the jdea that some people ::req‘:‘z:::
; patures to do gervile labour for superior races

. A R 2
| )-.'
' .mn_t ways, a clash between two civilizations, In the

-

- of slavery wasjt

the Civil- War yas a-capfliet—beiween—two_pacts-of"the] The ropo '
e . : _ proponents of the South's peculiar institution also

- which-utterly~ _of livin pointed out that U N
fost Northerners followed one set of ideals;| slavery and therefore, itS.coclrx‘ljg s;:lm:imb:ﬂxidmﬁiﬂy e i
and the two set weré cgnmf! to the American pan:o:ama‘ S WS
VW ' '
c::;h lm:ein m"_' N 1e opponents of slavery charged that it wasa
_ f:m !;z:lit::m. the existence of which frustrated the
o 2 [ d
words of Bertrand Russell “The conflict between Uhe} Deglacation :?;2:‘ e mmfizauomed oFiks
‘North'and the South was a clash between two radically] go o0 o fqe o hqendence. Eolbrpurgrery:
different conceptions of social orgapism. The North 19th century ;aadw I ?m"“d"d e Wam
believed in litic‘?l-'fﬁ‘,’:ality; the South believed in thilo. o\ m o I:iblim;= :he . o{ T e
essential sub rdination of the manual labourer, WiWanywered with the ?;gu m;mi S0 ity Nt S
should be of an inferior race. The Northera ' conceptiolhiseorical fact that slew o g 15,
».‘“s_mb.dﬂ_ﬂ.! ‘seeking prosperity for all thro mosphere. As for“m wi‘mmd L o SARe
‘!nfc._l.mﬂ,ical_ ‘inve}ltionsg the Southern concepHOR "Hglavery e “’d figures 'oe;::::‘:‘;lﬂ?‘mm' s okt s
antique seeking prosperity for a few through slave | more productive than forced labour L

To the northern mind glavery nd democracy were incom-|

patisble. The South X(l;ngad to the past, the | orthiAbolitionist Moyement - N .

belonged to the future."\JHence the conflict betweea theml  From the time of the : :

was natural and inevitable) L, = ish slavery ihad baas ﬁ"_“ Congress, petitions to abo-
] ; R oveim submitted. The early antislavery

tfonsl Conflict - povementhad won its figst victory in 1808 when the

the other g oup.of schola }@“l te :"m‘iited tﬁ-w@ of African slaves to the

¢ main cause for the outbreak of the gradual £ &ﬂth : thg‘wﬁd a movement

ation of slaves. *But it was in-

most Southerners another,
Q.ngh other. The Civil War was a
wps of people who were thinking,

Slavery snd Sec

1 s ]

Nvil War. Slavery, which had its éhneli’i-'fréﬂ'lﬁéi: 8 0 ._,.,-:, P
%ﬁmin Americ:l had mmmmobkn?t% e “eiive and the Southern planters never apologised for
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the institution of slavery. The Abolitionist movement ia
‘the North became militant in the 1830’s. Then the
merican_Anti-slavery  sociefy led by William Lloyd
Garrison declared that a moderate approach to the question
of slavery was a ‘‘compromise With evil.” \Garrisor . ¥as

: i " 1 a

|

martyrwitl .

guo In the first edition

Jue of his antislavery newspaper
The Liberator he stated that there should “‘not be amy
union with the slave holders., He denounced the United
‘States constitution as g covenant with death and an
agreement with hell.” Garrison’s vigorous propaganda
and sensational methods convinced the Northerners the
evils and cruelty of the slave system. Soon, a number of

glio: societies were organised in the North. They
helped runaway slaves to take refuge in the North and in
Canada through the Underground Railroad. The Souther.
ners Taised their voice against the abolitionist assistance
to the runaway slaves and demanded the interference of
the Federal Government to safeguard their property rights.

Influence of literature

&89 of the literary works of the period also helped
to mf%

e annti-slavery attitude in the North,

Eminent writers like Emerson _]#iggll and Longfellow |
slavery through their| "*°
literary works. M{L.Hﬁ.ﬂigi_ﬂ_cecherﬁlows'_s famous novel
Uncle Tom®s Cabin deeply influenced the Northern public} ™"
book aroused millions by its ries. The northern anti-siavery group formed a separate

expressed their extreme” 0

opinion against slavery. The

vivid portrayal of the injustice and cruelty iﬁﬁ’ét’éﬁi‘ﬁ: the!
slave system. - ; .
Souibern Reactions, 7" o

The unbridled activities of the: Abolitionist
the slave owners of the South, They could not
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Abolitionist propaganda which descri

pUIions P cribed them as crimina
and cruel task masters. They feared that the abdﬁ}% '
pmpaggpdg n-n;ht lead to slave revolts, So the .soutlld"n
states prohibited the Abolitionist literature i their terris

tories. It naturally increased the ill-feelin,
Rt snd the South, e ill-feelings between the

The Wilmot Proviso:

‘The moment the Texas question i

mde huge annexations of gouth W':?e::e u:Mriftl?_ wt.-::
slavery quarrel entered upon @n acute phase %ﬁvi—d
Wilmot, a Pennsylvanian Democrat, attached to an
appm?pnation bill, a proviso declaring that “aeither sla o
nor ;:_woluutary servitude shall ever existin the tcrritm?e:
acquired from Mexico. MThe House passed the Wilmo
proviso but, the senate rejected it. Duﬁng the next e
M'the Southerners and the Northerners 1’
dehﬂed on the question of slavery extension, T
@onn, a champion of the South argued that ‘
gfwam mU sdno.!g_gal:iaht.tobm slavery from any parg
m U. 8. territory, The Northerners on the other
han asserted that congress was entitled to ban sla

ym any part of its territory, exercising the nstﬁw
d&!_lt to "‘make all needful rules and rogulatioii; -

u:c territory of the U, S)” Thus a conntituli;::-l

as' up with the question of slavery. In the
8, the Democratic Party was badly divided
uestion of slavery extention in the new territoe

y of their own called The Free Soil Party which
d s iogane “Free Sol Free Speech, Free
‘ree Men." In the midst of the Democratia

‘Whig presidential candidat 1 Ta
, won the election, atey Cenezal Tavior,




N 4

b

Loy uy ‘r()((.-t}

132

While heated debates were going on the question of
Wilmot Proviso, New_Mexico and California were place|
ule. The discovery of ngl_d in 1Catl;fo:-::
5 scale migration of people to tha
rm“;:etge aCona?m_gmlgn_ot delay the provision of
a Sta' e Government in California. Hence, Preside:ut Taylc:r
advised Califoria and New Mexico to draft their cous_;n-
tutions and to apply for admission in the .Amencan Uni nh
as States. Accordingly they drafted.oon.smutions m&ﬁﬁl .
théy banned slavery from these territories. These oopf
ments greatly angered the Southern States that some

them even advocated immediate secession from the Union.

i is, He and Stephen Doggh{ns. put
fonhh:tll::r ;:i;:osall which halted the explos ve aeclttoml
conflict temporarily. These proposals in the final futr:
came to be known as the compromise of 1850. 'I'lwyi p
vided for (1) the admission _g!__g_g_li[o_mhi?’ to the Ur:ﬂ on u::

free state. (2) the creation of the territories of Utah an
5 Mexico, without any legislation either for o_raninﬂ
nmury“"’"‘ﬂ) the abolition of slave tradein the district of
::ohiﬁyja" . (4)and the establishment of a strong and
strict Fu';u_hg__haw. providing for the capture and .mum
of runaway slaves. For thlrzc'iﬂsehot:c::ars;:e f:ompr
seemed ¢ nearly al re i % was S

calm t::fw:: 8 4 __A series of 'evc_ntl hastetied the
2 of Civil War. They were the New

vitabl #
i;wti\:l .i_.aw, the Kansas Nabraska Act, the organisation

cision of the
- blican party; the Dredscot de

gf ma::%:urt' Linl:oln Douglas debnt:-:, Iohn‘ neo:g raid
a:gr:he elu&fon- of _Ligcoln_ to ghe presidency m,lg_ A

1, The New Fiigltivé Llw v

The new Fugitive law which was part of the comptomise

|
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of 1850 deeply offended the Northerners. No saones:

law enacted than the North was invaded by Sou«

captors. Commissioners were appointed in.

the regular courts to deal with the cases of fugitive slaves.

he negro slaves had no right of defence. Sometimes even

free negroes of the North were captured asd produced
before the commissioners.

ioncrs were arbitrary., A law which opealy favoured the

The decisions of the commis~

South offended the Northerners. E ibet

- o
QD158 declared i gGisoacd)

il O the Nesw—EugitiVe
W Was—obedienee_to” Ged” Some of the extremists
ptured the slaves from the custody of commissioners

nd attacked the slave hunters. Thes Abolitionist menks
ged run away slaves from prison.

ates passed personal Liberty Laws to defeat the® opera-~ -

Almest all northern
n of the New Fugitive Law., They forbade the officers

om assisting the slave hunters. Thus the New fugitive
w increased, the tension betweem the North and the -

The Kansas-Nebrasks Act
| [In 1854, the Kansas-Nebraska Act blew

L1

{ans s the lid off the
ng pot of sectional rivalry, As the fertile region

r e
“yond the Missouri River was attracting a large number

Al Y

gettions, Jo0;
e creation of two territories, Kansas and Nebraska, In
¢ final form the bill permitted the settlers to carry slaves
to these territories and the inhabitants themselves were

n the right to determine whether these states should

mwphan Douglas presented a bill for

nion as free or slave states. Assoon as the

Ncrosdiks North, because the Act facilitated the

ye-owners to settle in Kansas, from the neighbouting

the Congress, a storm of indigmation '
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slave states like Missouri, In order to countet_'gct the
domination of slave holders in Kansas, the Northern
Abolitionists formed companies to finance the settmt
of Northerners in that territory. Both parties established
territorial governments and they began to fight cach
other from 1856 onwards. While the anti-slavery group
received shipmentof rifies from their Northern sympa-

arty attracted a large number of people in the
and the West. The top leaders of the Republican
Villiam Seward and Abraham Lincoln showed great )
d marvellous logic in attacking the system of
. Thus the emergence of the Republican party and

pmpromi ttitude towards slavery caused great
ong the Southern slave

itions from
thizers, the slave-holders got arms and ammun ?
the South. A series of conflicts took place in which a : _ |
large number of people lost their lives, As a result of the | 4) The Dred-Scott Decision [1857) : % Iy
- pumerous acts of violence and bloodshe't.i, the tcmt‘:? In 1857, the supreme court published its decision on |
soon came to be called ‘Bleeding Kama-l_. \Il‘tw 'Q..J- ~ra] | the famous case of Dred Scott vs Sandford. Dred Scott i
i, ' :.-a-: . ok :-"' P was & negro slave of Dr, Emerson, an army surgeon in Jw
nary-te the Li : Missouri. He was taken to the free-states of Illingis and
nsas N_e_b-rnsk% Am-]s _m, Wisconsin by his master and then brought back to the slave ('
fthe hic paliticat blunders state of Missouri. In 1346, Scott sued for his liberty in '
M o the Missouri Courts holding that he had become free be-
I3 lcan Party [1854 T cause of his stay in free states. Failing to get justice in the |
3) Formation of tbobﬂl:::lAc‘ cam:dl paall indignation state courts, Scott fled his suit in the supreme Court with
The m’_"_!% froeh the North and the West the backing and blessings of the Abolitionists. The case
and popular dl%ﬁt_l_:f $en of all parties mﬁ; involved three major issues (1) Whether Scott was a
There 3: e‘::::% !;_n':!i"wm ito the territories. The | Sitizen of Missouri (2) Whether his temporary stay on ’

s 4

Wi party which had stzaddled the qusition af s slavery §frec-$oil had given him any title to frecdom (3) and whe-
: it ; . . Combin= _g:i.cnmp:mnism The Supreme Court headed by the 14
powerful 'f‘:kmﬁmf;:"}?,}g:: R’ﬁ%&%fﬁ, Chief Justice, Roger B Tarney declared that Scott had no
ing the bu
liberal Jacksonian tradition, the Republican party | ‘become a citizen of the United States. The Court
I m 2t 2\ o si— md .
represented both Northeastera business interests iers from taking their slaves toany of the feritories. |
, anti-glavery Democrats .1:0“15‘1 the ““’_m'_? ,i ¥ he IR e him free. The Court also declared that the
| Republican candidate John Eremont contested in the b jouri compromise was unconstitutional and slavery

B sank to its death and in its s arose a there was any legal or constitutional basis for the
De ats, particularly those most closely identified with | right cven to bring the suit on the ground that no Negro
: mocrats,
affirmed that the Congress had no power to preveat slave-
T free-soilers and the | = 4 = > : S
western farming interests. Most of the_____._ﬂ_!" and ¢ . Scott’s temporary stay on the {ree-territory had~ I
s : ” . . ¥ ¥ winn m A 5 :
presidential clection. ~ Although be lost the  election {he ingll U.S. territorics, While the Soutbery

i



'chsion of the Supreme Court poured more oil into

§) The Lincoln-Douglas Debates

" liberty, equality and fraternity among all the races of the
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states welcomed the decision of the supreme court, the
Northern Abolitionists made juse of the opportunity to
attack the judicisry with all force. Thus the Dredd Scot!

mring fire of sectional conflict,

The rise of Abraham Lincola as a popular and promi

nent leader of the Republican party posed a new threat to
the So States. Lincoln believed in the promotion of

Unite tes. He was an independent thinker as well a4
8 gifted orator, (In the Iilinois Senatorial election as the
Republican candidate, Lincoln contested against Stephe:
Douglag who championed the cause of popular sovereignty
Lincoln began bis clection campaign with the, remarks
A house divided against itself cannot stand: then
challenged Douglas to a series of joint debates in the
course of which he forced the latter to announce the so
called Freeport Doctrine. Thus Douglas admitted that the
people of a territory could by lawful means admit or ex-

clude slavery despite the Dred-Scott decision, gg@@;
speeches highlighted the moral, social and political evils'
fnvolved in slavery. In the end, although, Douglas won the
election by a narrow margin, Lincoln established himself
as a national figure, Douglas’ Freeport Doctrine provoked
a storm of Southern criticism and he was deprived of th

Southern support for the presidential nomination in_18

6) John Brown Raid [1859]

Io 1859, the sectional strife reached the point of ex-
plosion by John Brown’s raid in the S{?EB: He was an
anti-slavery fanatic who believed that he Hdd a divine
mission to free the slaves and to punish the slave-holders.
He bad made repeated raids into the Southern States sod

Tlhie Republican party
presidential candidate,
demaed the attempts to

‘13'}'

emancipated some slaveg, , In John »
J ted some slave, ~John Brown

0%_ _.n_tc;mpaniona_._ w ﬁa] arsa::h;g
loca ey Harper's Eerry in Virginiagnd held some of the

l 1tizens as Rostages. Affer two days of attack Brown
and his '*3?;&5_@11@,1-3 were gaptured. The hermers
were horrified when they came to know '!bat'sﬁwmu
financed-and supported by ‘the rring

. ‘Northern | itionists
They concluded that if the aholl!inmusr?we‘:a'?'dgoi;g lc;

instigate slave revolts, the secession was justifiable -and-

necessary. During the trial, Bro himself with
; » Brown conducted
digoity and declared that his only desire was to free the

slaves. He was convicted of ‘ spiracy
murder, treason and acy
fnd Wwas sentenced to death, Mary . Norlslwm::u M v
:mprg,ssed by the eloquence of bis final speech at the trial,
e;gn;de_dwasio::-as t:_ Bﬂil:-,t and a martyr, Thns the Brown
visode incalculable importa ideni
gulf between the North and thepSout:f * I, 'chﬂ

7) "Election of 1860
As the presidential election .
_ & th ele of 1860 approached
:;ng__cr;tlcop ty was dwid.ed on the question of ‘ll;\f':;
each grou ominated 1s own respective candidate,
nominated Abraham Lincoln as it
The Republican platform con-

| } ' Te-open  the - African slave trad
_. :lod tba. autho?ﬂy of the Congress or territoria:
e3 £€ 10 give legal status to slavery in the territories

[he division amo
bt ceciaty 0g the opponents made Lincoln’s election

. mﬁm South |gé/

;: election of Lincoln ignised the fuse which set off
-_ _‘» 0500, T_hg‘ Sq ‘had leoked yu
19010 35 & black Republican and 4. reckless loaderp:?‘

=
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the Jbo!monisrs. They were greatly alarmed at the suecess

of 1 incoin. S0 the Southern st decided to withdraw
rom the Unjon. The initial de! tion occurred in South

of the Linited States 15-REF e-dissolved” Other Southern

states, soon followed the example of South Carolina and

[ In*F'a_hm%they formed the Confederate States of
America. ° opted an Ordinance of Secession and
e

' wmviL of Mississippi as president and
__'zﬁﬂkw'g_ﬁwyegident: e

" fn his inaugural address Abraham Lincoln declared
that the Southern States had no constitutional right to
secede.” He also made it clear {hat the union- goveroment

would not commit the first act of war and urged
their mind as quickly as
wﬂywqﬂ the South turned a deaf ear and continued
the policy of separation. War pecame a_reality when the
e forts of Pickens and Sumter

Southern states to change

so&t_li_o%eq fires on th icke ter.
All hesitation was now swept from the minds of the Nor- T

therners. [n {ﬁ’.!ﬂﬂaﬁh President Lincolin sent the U, S.
forces to save these forts. It was the beginning of the
great civil war in which “‘the two brothers p‘BIngcd in

bloody warfare which dragged on for four years.')

The course of the War (1861—65) .
During the spring © 61, both sides raised armies
and recruited thousands of untrained volunteers 10 fin
.ipresident of the con

their ranks. Jefferson Davis, th th fede-
rate govornmenf%m excellent skill in equipping the

Southern army under the able leadership of abrgyggegv—
: unjon goveramen §

sal, Robert E. Lee, Meanwhile, the
s \

A

15

u T 'I' *
_m. r Abraham Lincoln decided to maintai
. m : N

of -tﬁi 9 l:;:lm;ﬁro:lgh war, "I-‘hem?a::il:ntha i_n!edwy
whoo the services of several cmiuensto“m
among whom General Grant was mﬂly mquﬂg‘;;“?:’.

crushing the pomou‘*
Early Battles

From the military point of vi i

s::‘ Eo;;:m::llet}t which took thre'l:!v;’:;:si?\:ti::l:;t:fm?rﬁb
o Tl hmon government had underestimg:in o
o ]:c ¢ confederate government and felt that =
ks h et copln. Aot woud e
:;i::;"i"i”nvasions in Virginia. oht?:mnrhme;r ;r:ll: poer
mwéc@gmm& - the northerners had to qnﬂc: ﬂhuvyw
- ey b_altl.e ended ia a disorderly and f

t of the union forces back to Wzlhinm::nﬁ‘

Northern Strategy

Now, President Lin

last coln realised that § -

o oo o dfst e Conisdry e Noer

blockade thl:: t‘.:o e complish three great objects; ortlhom
art first b o cde_ra.te ports (2) to cut tl; oz

apart frs by way of M. and then agai e

: and Georgia (3) and to <5

The Blockade
_ April, 1861, Preside med
| t
giugm:: of all Southern p¢ :. ]im':} ti?elf m.
. navy remaioed loyal to the wnion mdwdzi:nof.g"
- & the

I |
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war it was greatly enlarged. By 1863, the Upion navy
suceeeded in paralysing all naval and commercial actives
in. the confederate ports,® The blockading fleet forced the
confederacy to keep. thousands of men away from the
major battleficlds to guard the coast. David Farragul, &
brilliant naval commande took the union fleet into the
mouthi of the Mississippi- d captured New Orleans. In
another adventurous expedition, he captured the fortified

entrance of.yibﬂéjd. Altogether, the Navy gerved the
Union yl in defeating the South.

War in the Mississippl Valley

- In the Mississippi Valley, the union forces won an
almost uninterrupted series of victoriesa/ceneral Grant
took western Tennesse early in 1862 and the union naval
forces controlled ths Mississippi as far South as Vicksburg.
This opened the Mississippi for northern commerce all the
way to New Orleans. The confederacy was broken into
two and it became almost impossible to bring supplies of

food.

Set Backs in Virginia-

lo Virgioia, on the other hand, the union troops had
in the meantime suffered a series of defeats. All the
attempts of the union forces to capture the confederate
capital Richmond were foiled by the bold resistance of the

confederate army under Robert Lee. Then Mc Clellan,

the union commander came forward to meet General Lee
at the battle of Antietam (1862).  After a severe battle
General Lee was forced to make a retreat to Virginia.

Emancipation Proclamation
The battle of Antietam was followed by the famous

Emancipation proclamation of president Lincoln (1863). Tt
freed all slaves in the rebellious states of the South, The
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roclamation strengthened th
! . : thened the cause of the union and -
ousand Negroes were enlisted ia the youhem army. 2

attle of Gettysburg

he climax of the conflict came in July |
g cted two severe defeats on :tl;g Ulnyitl)?::'t':rs}n::m
c:a towards Pensylvania. The Northern States m
3 tl-rnrn-.d gt these unexpected turn of events. Before:
g, d: ong union army under General Meade faced the:
| “:: t ;::: ;'urccs at the famous battiefield of Gettyshurg
ot ays o_f.' hard and severe fight, the union fom;
1a decisive victory over the confederate army. The-

L]

nfedaracy was now nearing the end of its resources. - ..
nal Phase .

! Inspite of all these losses to the confederate ioni;‘
ot mw was active in the South. In. this,
i -t almm{ I uc].;moln was re-elected for a second
inaugurats _--{us second term appealing to his

W oountryn;l:gn. in  immortal words “‘with maﬁu
& d&mﬁ,-mfh charity for all’’ to ‘do all which m: 3
hieve. and cherish a just and lasting peace.’ 'He en:::y ‘
all his genefals_to end the war with vict:ar --t.'
..i,m:... By this time General Gramt had assuu?
13 ;;hq mliqg . His slow but inexhorable advance -
g t:lic owed the end. In spite of the bitter -
s of ths confederate forces, the: union forces
ﬁ‘l"(ﬂt'?\'"g?‘ South. G:neral Lee was forced to -
cuate’ the confederate capital, Rickmond. Bu thg
I mforce_s_ _barred his escaps weastward. General lz?m:
* 'm.,.;:t“m urging him to surrender in order to -
ent “further effusion of blood.” At lastin April,
5, General Lee the commander of the AR

e tl.comma, Confedeacyisurs..
10 General Grant at Appomattox Court H:yu'::.n;_:

L s —

4‘




f Results of the WarQ/S(c:w-z LAk abe\shad .

¥

e

~-and other essontial articles a number of factories. wel
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$) The war period also witnessed the rapid develope
ent of American railways. At the beginning of the war
ere was no railway on the Pacific coast, In 1862, the

has ongress passed a bill for the construction of & transe
- 1) The American Civil Wa brought about significan®ontinental railroad. With the south out of the union

ghanges in the political, social and_economic life of thelhere was no longer much controversy about the route.

country. The war strengthened the forces of nationalo be adopted, Then, the railways spread like a in

mty‘md gave a mortal blow to the principle of statesblant and began to clutch and hold all the vast ‘"ﬂl!“: mm.
Rt

righ ; of the U. S. into one indissoluble national unity,
. 2) The war led to the freedom of slaves in the

United States. The enactment -mmﬁcndm |
in 1865 abolished slavery in thecountry. The lei .
amendment passed a few years later affirmed the pﬂnclf L)
of %oii;i::lt :quahty for alland it gave the Negroes thq Sk O an: gl |
IE?!l:a) “The war hastened the development of large scald - 7) Inaddition tothe sbolition of siavery, the e

: i . In ordeF to produce war materialfonfliet brought about other sweeping social chan
e A & ritclan & Ao ‘omen took a larger part in this war than in any

Virginia. Thus after four years of fighting the Amori.cliti '
Civil War came to ap end with the victory of the uniomn.

6) The war also led to the revival of the _Nq’gio@al"

ct was passed in 1863. While its immediate purpose
as to stimulate the sale of war bonds, it served also to

' i -eas to the difficulty of gettin ne; organising military nursing and recreational facilities;
::il;;:t;h ewljtakt:zfnr:;ecl?iﬁ:gwm largely u};ed “in th{ Wt_ional aclivities _siiﬂr'ra_i_siﬁ‘g private -
factories. Thus the United States began to develop afharitable funds._ = -
a rich and powerful country in the world with & rapidf ™ g) According to H. B. Parkes, “the civil war legisla-
ifowins population and almost limitless resources. Wi Jaid the ground work for the rapid economic expansion
the Southerners out of the Congress, the industrial comg (e jater decades of the 19U century. Thus by o
munity of the North exercised a profound influence i tbhe t0 gecede from the uaion, the south brought about the
affairs of the Federal government. |nal defeat of the agrari ai principles in which she profes- ,
4) Agriculture also received a _gilg.il_u: stimulugd to
During the war, thousands of pioneers continued to mo¥
westwards and they brought extensive fertile lands undgium,
cultivation, As a result there was a vast increase in Hackson.
production of wheat wool and other farm commoditie

As in industry, scarcity of labour caused a rapid spul :

in technological progress. So the farmers began to u{
jabour saving machioes and devices.

anking system in the United States, The National Bank '

‘believe and the final victory of industrialism. The
‘of Alexander Hamilton and  Henfy Clay had
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" CHAPTER XVI
ABRAHAM LINCOLN

. Gbrsham Lincoln, the 16th prendent of the United
" States was one of the most venerated and. greatest persons
ilfties in the history of the world lfc has immortahsed
h.tﬁnﬁf in the history of America as the liberator of slaves
nwdl as the saviour of the union, Inspite of the secession
_ of the Southern states and the conscquent civil” war, he
tt,i.uﬁphanlly led the nation mamtainh:g its solidarity and

iﬂlﬂlﬂi}'

ha career of Lincoln may be summed up as a
ransition *‘from the log cabin to the White ch
. born of poor parents in 1809 in 10

lhﬁ force of unfawmhlc circumstances
maplonenr m;grmom to the west, first to W and
_ to 1l ‘Thus repeatedly -tunsplanted the boy,
\braham Lincoln obtained only the slightest schooling. |

utthe had plenty of independent readiog and he. acquired f

had to work hard to earn his living. His early years found. |

him in different occupations as ‘wood cutter, ahz
b
tmaster in New Sa!em, Lincoln had the leisure to study
e Then he moved to
Illinois where he quickly obtained reputation as an out-

assistant, survezo: and volunteerin an Iodian
law to get admission to the bar.

standing lawyer)
Political Activities

he came to fllinois, he had been very activein £
the state politics, He had been‘one of the leaders of the L. .

§ 2
1 4

W _;,

- §q
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i although apart from one term in tlbl
House of Representatives, he had not held any important -
office. Thealhe became an active worker of the Repub
__E%NA meditative and melancholy man wnh great
fondness for telling humorous stories, he bad an innate
kindness and simplicity which made people like and trust
him. He was a great orator and 4 man of ¢ He
possessed a native shrewdness that stood hm; ﬁu
stead on all occasions and developed a capacity for logi-
cal thinking and for the accurate expression of his " jdeas.

7l@/ﬂu‘w:mgll going westerner, he mstmctwe lised both
nationaljsm ocracy and he res¢ ‘deeply the
determi n of the Southern leaders to m m :
lwﬁbar without a majorityor e!se to min
| Lincola as Debates. . =}
—!h ttw_ ‘senatorial election of il (18_53}

candidate, Lincoln challer

Mltc knowledge on_ important subjects. Born and | "
brought up in the midst of poverty and misery, Lincoln |,

‘_Mm a series of,;o‘-hl debam In ﬁf
debates, he forced the latw ‘

i wcnlled Freep Though l..tnemﬁi

election to the senate, his speeches revealed him
 who had thought long and deeply about the

blem confronting the co try Thus i.ineoln
: u'i{,yuonal i

, -
- ‘l—

did not sharq tha- views of t!p_
ugh he insisted that the Negroes had a
y anc pursu:t of happiness promised to
L, _ dependence, he believed
it ave eouldonlylel gradual and
process, nut ns the situation became acute mﬂ -
sive, he came to the conclusion that the abolition of

Was inevitable and inescapable. -He had mgnrd_!q

n

F

*
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slavery in the states where it existed. A time,
ry _ ; . At the same
he asserted that the Southern states had no constitutional

146

slavery as & moral, a social and political wrong) and de«

clared “A house divided against itself cannot stand.” e o s X :
He believed *“This gdvemmengt cannot endure permanently :iggt;:ﬁ;?ﬁ:‘:&i::? “1: i;ﬂﬂ::‘-m sections were insepar-
half slave and half free.” Agitation would_conttnue ‘until peacefal separation wasgiemgos l;i blf:l a;;d other ties that .
= crhishubecn reached and passed.” M thn‘?he was personally opposed to 'tilc in:titat:z?o:g?;m“d l‘:
-of : - : b.on_ age; but felt that its continued existence or su Uman

union of states. He called upon the
: Southera stat
change their mind and declare their loyalty to theu?;io:lo

' ' But the South continued her poli
w : : policy of
Election'to the Pmidc.mey o ; war became inevitable with the atu:'k of t;:p;r::ion o
With these lofty ideals and noble principles, !.inm_n forts of Bickens and_Sumeer. So cagly i outh on the
“stood as the Republican candidate for the presidential Lincoln despatched relief Ekpedition:: ¥y 1 April, 1861,

election of 1860, His firmness of conyiction, honesty of , o these forts, I
. purpose and power of oratory enabled him to win the Iolcy.l I-_ﬁco_ln as War President . l
eloctfon in spite of the bitter opposition of the South. -ngcoln was a great diplomat as well as a skilfu

3 outhern states felt that their ‘peculiar institution’ statesman. His diplomatic attitu [
would be in danger. Greatly alarmed at the prospect of | manship was exhibited at all ins tanta a::;i ﬁpea: hs'nm.
an Abolitionist majorjty in the Congress a3 wellas an | period. As the President of the United Statazghu hadm o
R elvery prosident in power, South Carolina seceded | Perform three distinct functions (1) the head of the union .. o
from the union in Dgggmber 1860. Soon the other slave- | (2) the head of the government (3) and the Co g

owning states of h_dﬁp_onri. Alabama, Florida, Georgia, in@.uf of the U. 8. forces. He performed all they | I‘
Louisiana and Texas separated Themselves from the union. Mons feq,tly well and brought credit to U : ]
Wff;:%ned the South confederacy independent of the presidency A |
North and elected Jefferson Davis as president and | quo pesd of the Union

Aibxonder Stephensss V5o PO = . Siace the president was the visible symbol of the

Lineoln’s Inangural Address union, ‘Lincoln declared that it was his solemn duty to

In his inaugural address Lincoln was careful notto -°t .@dl_to‘t_:lofe‘nc_l' the union) e
slam the door against peaceful restoration of the union. Atheunion-tincoln ~said <My paramaotint o '!h-a_ .
He was firm but conciliatory towards the South. He :

assured the South that the rights of that section would be
protected. He made it clear that he had mo purpose
direetly or indirectly to jnterfere with the institution of
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extremist on the question of uniou.[liincolu declared “Th;
power confined to me will be used to _hold, occupy an

possess the property and places belo!:lgmg to“the govern-
n:mni and to collect the duties and mp?sls. He never
Jooked upon the Southern states as foreign states or out-
castes. Even when the union armies were winning 1!3_exr
last victories, he was prepared to make liberal concessions
to the south in order to weld the country tog?ther as a
union:. Thus Lincoln's supreme gervice to'n America was the
prescrvation of the union and the perfection of democracy:

P
-

Tl'a Head of the Government .
v to the U.S. constitution all exicc:ulw:
rs ai ed in the president. He could appoint an

mﬁ.ﬁ;v:gms of lhcpvarious branches Pf administr-
ation sides executiog the Federal laws. His cabinert.was
somewhat heterogeneous in political complexion. The
cabinet was seldom summoned during the war_petlod. But,
incoln was careful to get the opiaion of its m_o.mbuu
dividually. As the suprems head of the executive he
wmwd their opinions and not their approval, Agaiast ;‘;al
umu of his cabinet, he ordered the provisioning of tia
s:mm and when the war began called out the state Imili :
suspended the writ of Habeas Corpus, proclﬁed no:

blockade of Southern ports and in ath?r Wa?_sh 2 .-
fhesitate to use the dictatorial powers with wh_rnc he _wi_:_a
jnvested, Thus the president acted.ag the true gm_nt e
chief and policy-maker during the civil fvag_ __
JusE unpre in

slavery.

The Commander-in-Chief
Encoln believed that the president as the Commander-

the power to pardon must have complste control of the
war situation. Instead of acting as a nomingl civilian
commander-in-chief he exercised the full powers of the
supreme commander of the nation. He raised voluntéers
for the army and navy, sent relief expeditions, advanced
loans to buy ships and ordered the blockade of the
Southern ports) though these powers were to be used
with the sanction of the congress.
action saying that he did nothing which the congress cou

not do in times of peace. Soall his actions were later
regularised by the congress as an extension of the powers
of the commander-in-chief to meet an emargency {g_ the

and dismiss army officers. By way of trial and error '
ad to find the best men to lead the army. Duriag _ the

+war, he dismissed several uaworthy generals and finally

ppointed General Grant, the Chi
ctoty to the uniody, As-the-Sup

Arec

ef of Staff who brought
r me SO -

4

ife t_iou to loyal owners. It was a magt
stroke policy. This proclamation strengthened the ‘ﬁ
f the union and about 15,000 Negroes were enlisted i
orthern army. Though he left the details of the
ry operations to his generals, he never gave up hig

149 -
European symmw%w
that. could be establis y by tion of

in-Chief of the Army and the Navy and the possessor of

Lincoln justified his

supreme commander, Lincoln had the power td appoint




150

right to be consulted, to encourage and to warn the

military officers. In his capacity as the commandar—in—

chief, he pardoned many offenders who were convicted

of serious crimes.
&

On Democracy _

' Lincoln was a firm believer in democracy. He opposed
fie secession of the Southern states as it struck a hard
blow to democracy. It presented to the whole wol_'ld, the
question whether a democratic constitution could maintaia
its territorial integrity. In his famous Ges%lburg speech
(1863). Lincoln proclaimed his deep faith emocracy
and free goveromenty *‘Four score and seven years ago,

X

§ ion conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition’
‘that all men are created equal. Now we are engaged in
‘givil war......it is for us the living to be delicated &ere to

the unfinished work......that this nation shall un(_ler__God

| ‘have a new birth of freedom, and that the government of
= the people, for the people shall not perish from tha_wth.
E speeches inspired the North to gain further victories
; A diplomat io the handling of both his cabinet qd
generals, his reelection in 1864 was ensured by the military
victories of Grant, Sherman and Sheridan. In March 1
Lincoln began his second term appealing .co h;s. fellow-
countrymen in the immortal words of his uemd;'
“*with malice towards none; with charity for all
allwhich may achieve and cim'iny a just and
peace

%

X

|t

our fathers brought forth upon this continent, 8 new |}

sting
» @, personally attended the M@ﬁrng;
conference to discuss terms of peace with the co ademt

o, mApﬂ% Goneral Lo, the- commander of
SZ T OLLEGE Las\
y P-("OL U&Q“p‘.‘ |

the .confederate army surrendered to General Grant at
Appomatox Court House and the war came to an end,

' Plan of Restoration
The president had bis plan of reconstruction based on

the prompt restoration of the Southern states to ““their
proper and practical relation with the union.” In his last
public address and at his final cabinet meeting, the
president repeated bis plea for conciliation. Before he
could accomplish his work, fate overtook him. @ Aﬂ
4, 1865, while he was witnessing a drama at Fords Theatr

o Washington, he was assassinated by a Sate

sympathiser John Wilkes Booth, Thus ended the m&

proved that

l‘:he union was “One and indivisible.” Lincoln lived for
he pation and sacrificed his life for an jdeal—the 1de¢lo$-,

liberty based on equality and fraterni e

the great hero who liberated the slaves and

|
CHAPTER XVII

THE RECONSTRUCTION

A=n miim

After the bloody civil war, the victorious North faced
s problem of repairing the union. Four years of war
cated numerous problems to the unjon government.
vast Northern armies had to be demobilized and
ed into civilian life. The swollen wartime economy
10 be coaverted to 8 peacetime basjs, The powers of
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H
tHe National government which expanded under the pres- '\ 8 town, the long agony of the civil war had in the end

sure of war had to be redefined for the needs of peace. | WICkEd sad fh“““‘-'d' the whole life of the South.”
The hatred and antagonism which developed -between the Meaning J!EMM,“ ' I

I
LT -
’ﬂ
)

Northerners and the Southerners were to be ended by The immediate post civil war Rave

creating @ atmosphere of reconciliafon'and friendship. | deseribed ds the period of ‘Reconstruction’. Politica ral“;y_ ul
2 - g m o=, !:gxsrmc;ionm the process of restoring the _— !

Post War ﬁh < = | statés to their former pgg_ﬁ‘t‘ n in thi i I Y ha WG 'll
: "'I‘he civil war had caused tremendous changes in the sense, if i the union, In the s

was concerned with the delicate problem of

outhern socicty. Not only had the South suffered terrible | adjusting race relations in the sout sal riahts
physical damage, but, the whole basis of her ecomomic "l of the newly freed slaves south. - "The political rights

- : = 3 an d !‘h . .. ! E 2 T ;
life had rgone drastic changes. Its fertile farm _lal.!ldl | closely connected with the process o:‘" R:nciﬂ ::tua Wa;: |
and flourishing cities were laid waste by the armies. | the economic sense, construction.

. _ reconstruction i E
: y lines and_rolling stock were greatly ‘damaged. | rehabilitation of the war- damageld so;]:;]f::g't::m-"i'h’
Ports were devastated and steamboats were destroyed. As | formation of that region from an a

e = P L g iculty n
“the confederate currenc me worthless, banks and | industrial economy. Thus the story :‘-‘m' “__“,'“ =
insurance companies cfaséd to function. Factories re- | has'to be studied in re construction

tobe elation to its political, social and
econemiic aspects. The peried from 1865 to 1877 has.
becn described vs the period of political reconstruction,
But the social ard economic reconstruction continued

without an end,, Pty

mained closed and busin€ss in general came to a standstill.
The emancipation of slaves and the confiscation of private
property adversely affected the fortunes of many souther-
ners. Above all the Southern leaders, the planters and

3 * » S AR £ ., . Py
professional men were deposed by th__e .v:ctqrx_in reta_ tion Y , e FL O e
for their attempt to dissolve the union. ’ Lincola’s Mmlrncﬂoﬁ Programme o8 hm
- . y - 1

Matching the shattered econemy of the South was the fmoﬁm Process ,: of uconmetipf: was first put into -!

disorganization of its social system. Schools and churches g et GLL WAT and the first plan of PQQOMI'@
were closed: About 4 million freed slaves had to be taught g ated by President Lincoln, mqt!he union
to adjust themselves with their mew bora freedom. |, =0, S&!&ﬁ_l\ Lincoln  realised
Naturally confused by their abrupt change in status, they | 1 = ' & ablishing civil goverpments in
were uncertain as to their economic future and vaguely | 3s. As the commander-in- he decided to

 conscious of their place and responsibilities in a free |

e restoration of civil arrangements, ln December
lnbdl;i):_uuk" r market. Many of them roamed the countryside | Lincola proclaimsd his plan of recoastruction. It ||
swelling the ranks of vagabonds, The power of the rich

: I ed that (1) a'l confederates except the top-ranking
plasiter had gone and the *‘King Cotton” had become

¥il and military leaders could regain_citizanship on i
@ pénnyless beggar, **As ‘s hurricane wrecks and shattors | an oath to support the constitutjon as well as its |
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X11ith amendment which abolished slavery. (2) Whenever
in any state 107, or more of the number of people who
had voted in 1860 took the oath," they could proceed to
elect a state government Which would be recognised by
the president. Lincoln’s strong pragmatic sense permea-
Migﬁ entire proposal. It came to be known as _the
president’s plan or Tei_ggr,_eem.p.'an. According to this
p, three southern states— Louisiana, Arkansas and

essee set up loyal goveraments in 1 864 Liancoln exten-
- ded the presidential recognition to these state governments.

Wade-Davis Bill ;

The Radical Republicans were completely dissatisfied
with the president’s plan. They wanted to bar the former
confederates from politics besides giving the Negroes the
. right to vots. Many of them felt that the south should
ot be admitted to the union until it bad Jbeen . further
punished and shown it self repentant for the sins of slavery
and secession. So the Radicals put forth an alternative
plan in the form of Wa Bill-in Julyl

“The bill stated that the seceded. states wers out of

e
the union and that the function of reconstruction belonged
solely.to the congress. By its provisions, the president
‘was to appoint for. each conquered state a provigional
ernor who would take a census of all adult white
mal
allegiance, the goyernor was to call an election for a state
co tional
s given only to.those who would swear that they had
pever voluntarily borns arms against the Uhited States or
voluntarily aided the confederacy. ~This was the so-called
iron-clad that made past conduct instead of fature
Joyalty the “test of political life. The convention Was
:equi.red to put in the mew canstitytion provlsioas

if the m_zjor{ty of those enrolled swore an oath of ‘
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war debts. After these conditi '
oL, A ons were satisfied -
gress could approve the re-admission of thu:o :?:tei' '

unkind, Linocol i
e o 0 bpldly vetoed the bill and disappointed

ANDREW JOHNSON

Andrew Johnson was unéxpectedly
presidency on Lincoln’s s death ( I?:S). B:.l:w:.:i?th:qmon. “'w

unfortanate and the mo j ign
el St . i ’ ;
American history”, el i,

_Johnson was a native of the Southe

r%n. He represented politica .h
personal iti the

white farmes stock of the South, 'ﬁc’ﬁfmﬁ nil;- i
e e :

till the age of twent, ﬁ’m
ho enSdsTREe Ho becan ied &1 8 Gailor. befoy

He became po s th

apgkql l:pg of Jacksonian faith in};hzmﬁ;hi:sp;%t:;: i
w and the preservation of the union. He cham m
he uﬁ of the petty rs against the planter I;mt '
dmcrgtt.dmmanm:rdent supporter of the union, he bbldlo.h
ounced the secession of the southern stat’ea-.\ I‘ntﬁz

on. But, the privilege of _voting -

i election of 1864, he was the running mate of Lincoln for
i or

vicoaprﬁifimtahip. As president by ‘accident’ he co;
manded little popular following while as a former De 4
crat he had little support in the Congress, | e

~ Johmson was a man of courage and in

eonpetenm t administrator and a forceful stsz:li:::. a?e;:::'

_ b r::ll;n' he was theoretical rather than priclii;nl;

e er than pragmatic. As a Tennessean who
owned slaves, Johnson was suspected of too

liboﬂnhins slavery, disfra
bolist , disfranchising confed i
military leaders and repudiating the cbnfed::::: :1::! s:t.td

the Union. As these terms and conditions were hard and
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, sanctioned for
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tsympalhy towards the Soath. He showad little tact

and ‘dexterity in handling political conflicts. Although

his owd cause by
able and courageous, he often hurt is ¢
losing his temper and using violent, undignified language
\inst his opponents. He was therefore vulnerable on
several counts and his enemies madz: the most of them.

Johunson' econstruction Programme :

Joh:sonn proclaimed his plan of foconslmctton as soon
as he assumed the office of the president, Like his pre&
der.‘ais Johnson believed that the seceded states lfa
not left the union and that the process of restoration
should bp?atat_t__ed' by the president. He approved fonr
Southern state § vernments which were set up in accor-
dance with the %—miﬂ_em’: lan. A'general amaesty was

' mggr:eg_who took the oath of
to {hs anion. But the high_nixi.l_anfi military
dﬁmche confederacy were deprived of their right to

vote, For each state, the president appointed a provi-

i oters
sional governor who was 1o invite the qugli@@ vot
ihélsé:ho had sworn the oath, to elect ds%lq to a

constituti mal co ion, As c'bn_i_ﬂfiggp of re-a ‘_*lltaqce,_
mmﬁof)ﬂtml;@ﬂ?d to"‘revoke. the %Mm—j:‘

cession, abolish slaver and repudiate Ul g___gonfe% e
an% state wat%” ~"The final procedure before restora-

st i : tives
on Glecta state_goyernment and representatiy
m:.ép:g*ass. By&t‘%ﬁ of 1865 almo puthern

states had fulfilled these conditions and Johason declared .

that the union was restored.

Black Codes '
T:ough the Southern states had agcepted Johnson's
fan of reconstruction, they were reluctant (to sanction

G (umty to the Neiroe'_s who had served them as slaves. So

ai,'adopted ‘Black codes” which defined the new status
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of the Negroes. While Negroes were everywhere given the
right to hold property, to marry within their own race
and to have the protection of laws, they were nowhere
allowed to serve in {he militia, sit on juries or vote. They
were not allowed to carry weapons or appear in all public
places, They were also excluded from al occupations
excépt agriculture and domestic service. Negroes without
steady occupations could be apprehended by local officials,
fined for vagrancy and hired out to the highest bidder to
satisfy the fine, To the South, the Black codes were a
realistic approach to a great social problem. But to the
North, they scemed to herald a return to slavery. The
Black codes shattered the hopes of the radicals, They

felt that Johnson's work of reconstruction was incomplete
and unsatisfactory.

Clash between the President and the Congress

When the Congress met in December 1865, duly elect-
ed repgesentatives and senators from the Southern States
appeared in Washington ready to take their seats in the
Congress. Under the leadership of the Radical Republicans,
the Congréss refused to admit them and weat on to draw
up an entirely new set of conditions for readmitting “the
conquered provinces.”” They set up a Joint Committee on
Reconstruction with |5 members to investigate the whole
problem, The Congress then passed the Civil Righis.
which forbade the states to discriminate agaiost citizens
on account of race or colour,

The XIVth Amendment

The Congress then passed the XIVth amendment to
the constitution, It declared that all persons horn ov
patusalised in the U, S. were citizens of both the United

States and the states of Mnnce, If any statg.
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denied the suffrage to any of its adult male inhabitant, its
representation in the Congress should suffer a proportion-
ate reduction. Besides repudiating the confederate war
debt, the former confederate leaders were forbidden .from
hplding any state or Federal office. These laws were passed
much agaiast the opposition of President Johnson.

The Congressional Election of 1866

" The mid-term congressional elections of 1866, saw the
president and the Radical Republicans campaigning against
cach othér. By the effcctive use of the Bloody Shirt the

Radicals scored an overwhelming victory, With more than
u} majority in both houses of Congress, they cquld now
1 w dn'oush their programme in spite of presidential

vetoes.

Impeachment of Johnson

'_-As a ;nuk of their victory, the Radicals first set oup
to deprive the powers of president Jobnson. In defiance
of the constitution, the president was reduced to a mere
ﬁlﬂe head and the complete control of the government
was transferred to the Congress, By the T-:nur.e .af Office
Act, the president was prohibited from dismissing civil
office holders without the consent of the semate. The
Command of Army Act took away the constitutional powers
of the President as commander-ia-chief. Johason de_cxdod
to test the constitutionality of these acts. He deliberately
violated the Tenure of Office Act and dismissed the
Secretary of War, Stanton, who had always been a*ttaul;lo
maker as well as a fellow traveller of the Radicals. Soom,

president Johason was Impeached by the congress om Il

charges Including violation of the Tenure of Office M
After a trisl of cight weeks, the senators gave their

yerdict. The vote fell ome short of the 2/3 majority

159

needed to remove the President. So Johnson remained
in office. But, the Republicans did not nominate him for
the presidential election of 1868.

Radical Reconstruction Programme

The Radicals passed several Reconstruction Acts in
March 1867. These declared that (1) no lawful government
existed in any of the Southern states except in Tennesse,
(2) The south was divided into five military districts which
were placed under Military officers who were responsible
for protecting life and property. These officers were given
the duty of setting up new state governments in which
Negroes should be guaranteed the right to vote.Southerners
who had helped office under the confederacy or “given aid
or comfort™ to the enemies of the 1. S. Jost the right to
vote. Under these arrangements, new state governments
were to be set up whose constitutions were subject to the
approval of the Congress. The last great achicvement of
the Radicals was the enactment of the XVth amendment.
It declared that “the right of"a citizen to vote could not be
denied or abridged on account of race, colour or previous
condition of servitude.’ One by one the southern states
did everything that the Congress demanded. Thus by 1870
they were all back in the union.

Results of Recomstruction
Politicsl Changes

‘As a result of the reconstruction, new state govern-
ments came into existence in the South. As the former

confederate officers and government officials were not
allowed to vote or hold offics a new group of officials
rose to power. The majority of the governors, senators
and representatives elected were Northern mea who had

’oqe to the South to make their political fortunes, The
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Southerners called them *Carpet baggers.” In addition to
them a number of Negroes and Southern whites were
elected to the legislatures. The Southern whites who
co-operated with the Carpet baggers were called Scalawags.
They were moge opportunists than humanitarians., Most
of these new officials had little experience in administra-
tion. A number of Carpet baggers and Scalawags misused

their offices and made money for themselves dishonestly.

The Southetners in general were greatly alarmed at

the growth of ‘corruption as well as the domination of
Carpet baggers and Negroes in the affairs of the South.
Seeing their old civilization threatened and finding no
. Jegal remedy to stop the new regimes, they resorted to
extra-legal means, They organised secret societies such as
Ku-Klux-Khan and the Knights of White Camelia. Their
members wore ghostly gowns and false faces and rode
about the countryside at night to frighten the Negroes,
Carpet baggers avd Scalawags. The growth of violence
and disorder led to the passage of the Enforcement Act
which drasticaily punished those who attempted to
deprive the Negro of his civil rights.
The increasing severity of such laws and the steady
encroachment of the congress upon the police powers of
the Individual states impeded the process of spiritual re-
conciliation between the North and the South. It also
arrayed the mass of whites in the South against the
Republican party as the party of the Negroes. The
Southerners also blamed the Northern Republicans for
many of their difficulties. So the South began voting

solidly for Democratic candidates in election after election.

This voting pattera continued for over fifty years and the

area became known as the Sofid South,
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Soclal Changes » =

Though politically, reconstruction w. '
nu_ceessfulg _n_mch was accomplished iumt]lj:‘::t :::lea:g
mwm mc;u;lds. The new governments in the Southern
s ol taxes to repaic war damage, rebuild railways
g1l i both' f];:t hvest.ock back on the farms and build
reomhi'nd b _N_egn:oes and white children. They also
o e judiciary and the system of taxation ip
g p oxfuoite equality and deprive the planter class of

pecial privileges, The Freedman's Bureau which was

shelter and medical aid,

Economic changes .

The Reconstruction period also witne aisniﬂ‘
:ca;:Txc changes in the South, The frie::nn; sltt:‘;mu ﬁ::::
hu’:'chn mf _the Southern economy. Owing to the heavy
burdl ::_ taxes, the landlords were forced to sell their
plamt?omctxrr:;:;lyd t}haap:r rates. Most of the
: _ ided into small farms. In i
‘t;s qot_ton, the. farmers began to plant other crop: ddi;'ﬁ

covery of oil in the south-west brought »incroas;d pro-

sperity to that area. The new,

: o - z 1] aouth B!’VGdJ

place for itselfsin the nations econqmy? “inmges

Other changes

As time passed, it became obvi

. - _ an ious that

f the South could not !:e solved by hmha]nq:? ::::blx:

T amﬁ?.im'h‘fd‘- 2 Muy 1872, the congress passed a

vy m"?"“" Act restoring full political privileges to

e Jkan't 500 active confederates. Gradually Southern

Jinte: ‘. a electing m>mbers of the Democratic party to

i . 1877 President Hayes called back all federal
: om the Southern States. Before lung the throg

set up in the South provided the poor Negroes with food,
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Republican Governments io the South were voted out of
office and the Northern domination came to an end in
the South, But, the South was mow a region pot only
devastated by war but also burdened by debt caused by

mluovernmen_tmd ‘demoralised by a decade of racial-
warfare. After twelve years of false reconstruction from .

1865 to 1877, real efforts to rebuild the South began,
Gradually, the New South made remarkable progress in
the fields of agriculture, transportation and industry.
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- CHAPTER XVIII

POLITICAL HISTORY FROM GRANT
TO Mc KINLEY ~

“Political history during the 1870's and 1880's”" says .

H. B. Parkes, ‘‘was no longer of major importance. An
uninspiring series of second-rate figures dccupied the
presidency and most of the leading men in the Congress
were equally mediocre. At no period in American history,
has the moral and intellectual tone of political life been 80
uniformly low or have political conflicts been cbncerned
so predominantly with patronage rather ~than princicle.”
During this period, the attention of the people Wwas

ed more to the industrial activities than to the
political life. The political parties also lost the zeal and

Sathusiasm of organisiog the state politics, The tWQ
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parties, the Republican and the Democr anged thelr
: ats cha

:’:atures _of ontlo?k. and policy according to the tunes of

: me.d'l:hese conditions favoured opportunists and men of

ested interests to occupy high positions of administmtlu:;

THE GRANT ADMINISTRATION 1869—'77

nom::a:hcel paesndeniial election of 1868, the Republicans
foa 1-; ! Iysses S. Grant, the war hero as their candi-
Unit;n G: ac: e:amad repp:stion as ‘the greatest of the
mjomy.nera s." Grant won the election with an impressive

Character

There was a marked decline of political ideali ¥
- l .
:growz:? t:tfi cynicism and corruption dutingd e:hh:mﬁr:?:i'
godmﬁimm : 'hon. Grant, the president was a pitiful contrast
ne , the great gcr_.eral. As president, he showed
¢ energy, determination and clear headed s
:ad ml:d_e him a formidable military leader H?':ot;kh“
”pg“-a?n p:::?;!oncy as a reward given to hiu:l fo o
e ok ng the union. He was totally isuora;t-hc{;
theast s‘su.}r etnment, party politics and human relations
g T ounded hin.:sel!' with a shady group i
s :n and ml;as genumr:-ly incapable of reajizin:m: ,
men of ubﬂi:w‘::dyin‘:r h?ldmg office.” His cabinet l“k‘;
e an{i egrity. In spite of his simplicity of
Mmmmw B amuumng manners, he failed to win
successful President.

Currency and Tariff Reforms
In addition to the Southern Reconstruction, Grant

- had to face financial problems in the first term of his

presidency, During the Civil War |

r in ord
financial ::uds of the governmeat, the ttu:l;lr;ohao .l:st::;
greenbacks, The bearer of the greenbacks was oxpected

———— ]
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o at its face value. Owing to'the. force of cir=
%ﬁ‘::&m bearers disposed of the gfgenbacka to the
creditors at. a low price. Gradually all:.{he greenbacks
were accumulated in the hands of the creditors-who'
the government to pay gold to the greenbfu:ks at th_exr face
value. In ordér tosolve ths financial crisis, the Congress
d the Resumption Act in 1875 by which: th: green-
m-warato be paid by the govomme:!t at th.eir face
valaoz;ftef- 1897 onwards. Another financial qupst?on was.
.duction. The income and excise duties lmpaud-_
ar were abolished in 1872. A small’

during the civil wai .
jon i 4T was also made in the same Year.
iy R i ¢ of veterans. In

Pensions Were extended to a nnmbg
&dal'ti;onn to these, a large amount of money was spent on
eonstfnctiva works. All these reforms were favourable
"to the re-cleetion of Grant to the presidency 10 1872.

Ml'I‘w; next f::' years of his administration were ﬂl]ed
chiefly with exposures of corr-_tlp.tion and :Innlpg.acan&
Surrounded by professional politicians, office seekers lof
ulators, the president Was completelg!r at the ml;e.r? o
the ruling clique. Grant. remnincq as the figure eavmd
the administration. Th‘o_ fﬁr;t cu:l:g;tr ;ﬁc:;:!;l :ai;wdmtri-
was that the organizers of the r._ .11;3 oy
buted stock among @ number of Coogressmen. 2 i
i - formed by the directors of the
g ‘Y” , ?ﬁ?ﬁ? Y‘l‘hey borrowed :!oui:!lb the con-
the goverament and enriched them-
by extending bribes to the Congres-
ed with the government, When

struction work from
gelves, This was done
smen and others connect
jt was discove

The next §ca
Department. The government di

red most of the Congressmen were tackled.

ndal was concerned tor thn_ Treasury
scovered 8 Whiskey ring
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composed: of: tax-collectors and distillers who had conspired
to defraud the government millions of dollars: of excise
duties. When the conspiracy was known, quite a number
of Grant's friends were caught. Even the president’s
private secretary, Babeock was involved in the case. But,
Babcoek escaped pinishment with the help of the President.
Again the War Department, it was found that Indian
post traders had obtained lucrative positions by bribing
officials, including Belknap, the Sccretary of War. But,
Belknap escaped punishment only because he submitted
His resignation and retired from the services. In addition
to these major scandals, almost all government departments
were honeycombed with corruption. Customs collectors
took bribes from importers. Navy Department officials
sold business to contractors. The Department of Interior
was a happy hunting ground for land speculators. In this
way there was much corruption and maladministration
during the presidency of Grant. g

Civil Service Reform' )

During the admiaistration of Grant, a bill was passed
by the Congress [1871] setting up' the' first Civil' Service
Commission. The Service Commission was to frame rules’
and’ regulations for the recruitment of officers. The
Gongress voted 25 thousand dollars for the expenses of the
commission. William Curtis was appointed to head the
fitst civil service commission. But, the Commission re«
signed, when its recommendations were' ignored by the
president, :
Clvil Rights Act, 1875

Grant administration was also noted for the passing
of the Civil Rights Act. [t guaranteed equal rights toall
menin public places and in jury scrvice regardloss of
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colour or race. The Act safeguarded the interests of the
Negroes in the South.

Foreign Affairs 2 :

The foreign policy of the Grant admiaistration Was
better handled thanits domestic affairs. For this, the
Semtary of State, Hamilton Fishto whom Grant g.ave
almost a free hand deserves the major credit. Agm?st
England, the United States had a burning grievance which
had originated during the civil war, At that time British-
built confederate ships had done incalculable damga. to
Northern shippiog. The United States pressed claims
against Great Britian for the damage done to the Northern
merchant marine by British built confederate raiders,
including Alabama which had been allowed to slip from
British ports. But, Britain was not ready to accept the
American claims. Other differences aiso clouded the
Anglo-American relations. Britain contended that the
Usited States should compensate the British subjects who
had suffered property losses in the shape of cotton and

ips during the war. The ancient controversy of the
North Atlantic fisheries and the American rights off
Canadian shores had flared up again. Finally there were
the Fenians—the Irish American crusaders wh_o though§
they could free Ircland of British rule by conquering
Canada., During the Johnson Grant period, the anian
armies harassed the Canadian border several times,
Although the American government tried to restrain tha_ge
outbreaks, it refused to pay for the damages committed
by the Fenians. As a result of the tactful diplomacy and
skilful negotiations of Grant’s Secretary of State,
Hamilton Fish, the U. S. and Britain agreed to settle the
outstanding disputes peacefully. The Treaty of Washington
(1871) provided for the submission of all outstanding
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differences between Great Britiain and the U. S. to an
arbitration commission. According to the decision of the
commission, Britain paid fifteen and a half million dollars
to the U,S. by way of compensation for the Alabama in-
cident, On the whole Grant administration showed great
skill and wisdom in handling foreign affairs.

Last days

After his presidency, Grant invested all his savings'in
a broken firm, Grant and Ward. Ferdinand Ward, a dis-
honest operator, mismanaged the affairs and plunged the
business into bankruptcy, Grant, then decided to write
his civil war memoirs, accepting a hizh royalty from
Mark Twain who owned a publishiog company. While
writing the book, Grant had a severe attack of illness; but
he finished the work, a week before his death,

HAYES ADMINISTRATION

Rutherford B. Hayes succeeded Grant as the Repu-
blican president. He was born and brought up in Ohio.
As governor of his native state, he made an excelleny
record and won the admiration of his countrymen, Hayes
was neither a man of outstanding ability nor colourful
personality. He was a sincere, honest and highminded
man who disliked corruption and malpractices in ad-
ministration, Hec had honest intentions to re-cstablish
the presidential power and prestige. He took bold steps
to remove scandals and corruption in administration. But,
he was not completely successful in the attempt.

Restoration

In his inaugural address, Hayes stressed the need for -
solving the Southern problem. While he took care to
say that the rights of the Negroes must be preserved, the

most pressing nged of the South according to him wag the -

L

L)
- —_— s ——
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sestoration of “‘wise, honest and peaceful state govert
ments”. Regardless of political consequences, Hayes
ordered the withdrawal of ‘the Federal troops ;‘fmm ‘the
South. The reaction in Columbia and New Orleans was
mmhs. No sooner did the Republigan c:iﬂm
moved out, than the Democratic officials moved in the
offices. The Solid South became a reality and the military
reconstruction came to an end.

Civil Service : X .-

Hayes’ next move was in the direction of C;vil Service
reform. His persistent advocacy of Civil Sgrvi_ce _refqrm
precipitated his biggest fight with the Congress. He
watited to put an end to the spoils system and to make
upbointments purely on the basis of merit and eﬂ':ci_cng;r_.
But, the strength of the spoils system was so great that he
found it difficult to make the executive branch to accept
his policy. As part of his campaign to reform the spoils-
tiéi!cn Civil Service, he removed from office two promi-
nent officials in the Newyork Custom hou.se. Some _ot' the
powerful senators vehemently oppossed him and persuaded
the senate to deny confirmation to the new recruits, But,
Hayes succeeded in carrying out his programme with. the
help of the Democrats, Hayes was the first p:emdc:;
since 1850 to resist successfully the: constant a_ttempu _
the Congress to encroach on executive prerogatives.

The Silver Problem :
Hayes administration made an important Ilegisl_a-hon
on the perennial problem of the currency. Ameﬂm
money originally consisted of both 'silver and gold. As
the people showed a preference for gold, the ‘Congress in
1873 decided to abandon the coinage of silver -dqnua.
But.m-dissovuy-vf New Silver deposits jo the West

|

|
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and the strong demand of the agrarian debtor groups
for an increase in the quantity of coins, created new pro-
blems to the government. In 1878, the Congress responded
to the popular pressure by passiog, over Hayes’ veto, the
Bland-Allison Act. It ordered the Sccretary of Treasury
to buy between 2 million and 4 million worth of silver each
month at the market price to be coined into silver dollars.
The treasury bought only the minimum quantities of

r silver and always showed its readiness to change silverl

dollars into gold. So the country remained for practica
purposes on a gold standard, in spite of the bimetallic
currency. Then the value of money remained more or
less steady. The Resumption of Specie Payments, passed
under Grant was scheduled to go into operation during the
Hayes' administagtion. His secretary of Treasury Sherman
took measures to acquire adequate gold reserve and
made arrangements for prompt payments. His measures
won the confidence of the greenback holders and stabilised
the currency system. Thus Hayes' administration scceeded

in solving the complicated problems of currency and
coinage.

By 1880, the United States not only enjoyed a great
volume of foreign trade, but also a favourable balance of
trade. Farm prices, particularly of wheat and cotton
were up and manufacturers were reaping rich harvests
from the markets provided by a steadily increasing popu-

lation. It was under these conditions that the presidential
election of 1880 was held.

The Election of 1880

Hayes was unwilling to seek a second term and the
Republicans had no unanimity about their presidential
candidate. Leading rivals at the Republican convention

were James G. Blaine and Grant, the former president,
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Finally, the nomination went to a dark horse candidate,
.James Garfield, a congressman from Ohio. The Democrats
put up, a civil war general, Winfield S. Hancock as their
candidate for the presidency. After the dullest clection
in the history of the United States, Garfield scraped
through by a narrow margin,

GARFIELD ADMINISTRATION

Garfield (1831—1881) like Lincoln was a typical
product of the American frontier. Born in humble Ohio
gurroundings in fact in a log cabin, he worked for a short
petiod on the Ohio canal. Garficld was aslmost completely
a self-educated and self-made man. He was successively

teacher, preacher, lawyer and politician.
~ Garfield enjoyed the presidency only for a short
geﬁod of four months. The most interesting aspect of
is brief tenure was the quarrel in the Republican party |
between the progressives called Half-breeds and the
Conservatives called the Stalwarts. Garfield gave the
important jobs to the half breeds and offended some of §
the party bosses. After a brief period in office, Garfield

was assassinated by a frustrated job-secker who claimed
i

to be a Stalwart, The presidency immcdiately passed into
the hands of the Vice-President, Chester A. Arthur,
\

ARTHUR ADMINISTRATION

He was honest and did

Arthur was a man of action.
legislations were passed |

pot lack ability. A number of

|
T

dusing his term. He strongly supported the civil service
Route frauds in b

reform and vigorously proseuted the Star
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;l;e n;::;s: c:ﬂico. 'Ilijialso tried to check Federal spong
ssary public works and to b Ve
tariff. The Pendeleton Civil Service Aar:naof‘ b::;s .p:‘;r;
:i‘u_ring his presidency, authorised the presideat to provide
Op?n competitive examinations for testing the ﬂtneu--' of
applicants for the public service.'” This was a rmuhbolo
achievement of president Arthur. The new system enabled

the government to appoint men ¢ .
3 Fpd. o of ability an
high positions in government service. » y and efliciency in

CLEVELAND'S FIRST ADMINISTRATION 1864 - '68

.lu the presidential election of 1864, the R
:'?:m&te_d James Blaine, a Brilliant seaator fm:u::m

Democﬂfts selected Grover Cleveland, who had bheen
an outstanding honest reform Governor of Newyork
Cleveland also got the support of some liberal Republlnﬂ:
:mown as Mugswumps who regarded Blaine as a dishonost
cader as wr.ll as an opportunist. In spite of the bitte
personal criticism and character assassination on the pl:

of the Republicans, Clevelan '
credit to the Democrats. et brise

Character

Cleveland was not a man of high i

1 igh int ' |

remar?ahle ability, His economic vie?vs ::rl‘:in::ol“::
servative as those of any Republican President. But, Mis
cHo:rdag;;rl:gn?‘sg and i{:dtogrity made him a popular h;dm
H ' ¢ presidency is the people’s '
&:d public o@ce is a public trust,” He I‘:llllu:ﬁ:&l

economical government in deflance of lll politioal
pressures.,
His Reforms

President Cleveland bind ambitious plany to Improve

=

F
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i d the Pendletong .t ot ‘

Final dministrative machinery. He enforce 2 ONongress to remove duties on ——

- Jame :!h;;;f 1883 which became the Magna Carta of c.w':l serv;z‘lmed e e et
put u ceform in the United States. He prr:ne:ted ths civil dserv. 17 bt i g

cand commission which was responsible for com actinkan

. ; ance of re-election was also spoiled because the Repu-
competitive examinations for selecting candidates Oy ans for the first time openly favoured protection which

e, appointmeat on the basis of merit. At .the e * applice 1de the major issue for the election of I888.|
C:’ieveland avoided an outright revolt with his par ;achic

alloivins many unclassified offices to the sgm]smer i “!e go' J &_RRISON it e T
vetoed hundreds of private pension bills which see” . high p .
be fraudulent and excessive. He also ref ased to san.

Federal spending on unoecessary P

‘he campaign of 1888 was the first since the ci
ublic v;ml'ksh ﬁ;l‘ CLE yag fought out on a definite economic issll:::.“ :’I:;-
ed about 81 million acres of lanc, Wi _erats re-nominated Cleveland for the presidency w.

'gﬂd f:hh:;:z;ﬁwfuuy occupied by rail roat.l,. lum}‘ver ¥ .qr__fepublicans favoured an Indiana Iavl:'yer, B:zjammil:
petic ttle cdmpwiﬂ- Cleveland's first administration ai™ )rimn. He had a (riple advantage of a presidedtinl
‘:itnossed the re-organisation of the Navy Departmeniestry, residence in a doubtful state and a clean politi-
Thesestt mcﬁon of modern steel ships led to the country -ecord. Both pan:ttes adopted the usual fraudulent

~ naval excellence. The era also saw the passage L ods of the day in the election. The Republicans,
l‘-‘“”m rstate Commerce Act of 1887. The act regulﬂftt ,-iycd huge amounts from big businessmen to their
his t % ¢oads in interstate commerce, it pl‘Ohlblth. po:;t:i;uo? fm!d. It was one of the most corruptive [
1 eriminatory rates and rebates and fluctuating paigns in American political history.

2 - At lllt.
' mmission was to invoke thrison won the election with a narrow . '
COJ The [ntersiate Comm_efc! Col ions, Unfortunately, th paeri : e margis _
im courts 1o enforce its regulations. Sle 10 tie UD arrison was a solid, conscientious man but he lacked
T 3 jes were abie He wa fi - Y
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