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IPREFACE.

MACAULAY'H two Toding  Bssays were written shortly
wltor Bow eetuen from Tedia oo 1838, and in some
Ponpeetn wre ound o weyihing thal ever came from
il pun i mdnd wos st this ll(ﬂ'i()(l in the very
hoy vy of dte sirongih and Viv:tcity; his style-—in
porne of the sarhor Peesays overloaded with ornament

|m||.’lu-r-n chatonod ]!_V F;ulf»discipline; to his hoards
of lewening, entichold with all that is grand and beauti-
ful e the masterpicces of ancient and modern litera-
Lure, Lo lis stwdy of the history of every age and
olime, to his wmioute and insatiate industry, there
lwel beon addad the breadth that comes of travel, of
novel wxperiences, of a share in the practical art of
government.  I'he subjects, moreover, were well suited
o his penius.  They involved no subtle analysis of
vomples characters. They demanded no inquiry into
phutrnet principles.  They dealt with the actions of
two preak men who had pursued definite objects with
unllinehing tenacity, and whose practical natures were
wltor Maeaulay’s own heart. They were suited to his
ginius in other ways. For in their treatment, while
svoiding anything like tinsel rhetoric, he found scope
for u cortain pomp and pride and circumstance of
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language well in harmony with scenes of Oriental
magnificence and with the exercise of *“that noble
faculty whereby man is able to live in the past and
in the future, in the distant and the unreal,”—a
faculty which he recognized in Burke and himself pos-
sessed in abundant measure. It is true that as a
historical sketch the Essay on Hastings is largely
deformed by a prejudice due to political leanings
and to an over-ready trust in Mill's far from trust-
worthy History. But this defect in no wise impairs
the wonderful skill with which his narrative is built
up out of unpromising materials, or takes aught from
the light and colour which he has thrown over every
incident, from the vividness of the panorama unrolled
before us, or from the consummate art that perceives,
as by instinct, where detail is an encumbrance and
where detail can hardly be too detailed. In the case
of Clive no snares beset his feet, hampering justice,
hindering cordial praise. Free as he showed himself
from all infection of the lues Boswelliana, his national
pride was set aglow by deeds whose heroism asks
the historian-herald’s brightest blazon ; sternly as he
condemns that one deed of Clive’s which forbids
palliation, he was betrayed by no party ties into
shading with too black a pencil transactions somewhat
questionable in their political morality. Hence his
portraiture of Clive may be accepted as a likeness, so
far as the known records allowed of fidelity. And
if it is not easy to give too high praise to the Essay
as a work of art, our wonder is increased by a com-
parison between the book and its review. Sir John
Malcolm’s Life of Clive extends over three octavo
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solitiion nimbering some twelve hundred pages. Their
whole pith and warrow s extracted by Macaulay in
S ety paces of the same size. Macaulay remarks
int Ul mntorials placed at the biographer’s disposal
St be said o have been “very skilfully worked
up wil wlds that if the author had lived to com-
plote wnd rovise his work, it “would probably have
Lown dmpreved by condensation and by a bebter
seringoment.”  T'his is a most lenient judgment. For
Muleolin did live to revise more than three-fourths of
I worle, and it is difficult to see how anything but
4 comyplote re-writing could impart much interest to

whil in its present shape is so clumsy a performance.
Uhe ohief value of the Life is that it gives copious
sxbrhety from Clive’s correspondence. Had this corre-
pndence, of which we could have borne more, been

connteted by a slight thread of narrative, Malcolm’s
jepone would bave been better served, though per-

b in that case we should have lost Macaulay’s
Leillient sutline of a career that to Englishmen must
pvor b o pride and glory.

e resalts of Professor Forrest’s researches among
(i Lislian Reeords of Clive’s time have not yet been

publishied. By them no doubt much fresh light will
lw st upon the history of the period; though in
(live's case we can hardly expect a reversal of public
opinion similar to that which the revelations regarding
Wurron Mastings are gradually bringing about.
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INTRODUCTION.

EIIROPEAN POWERS IN INDIA.

SO, says Sir A, Lyall* “the Pope Alexander

Forpis sued his Bull dividing the whole undiscovered
pon Chiintinn. world between Spain and Portugal, he
awirdgd hdia to the latter power; whereupon the
Furtugnoss proceeded with ruthless energy to establish

thode fortified settlements on the Indian coast, to seize
potitin of vantage in the Indian Ocean, and to beat off all

whtvmpls by the Mahomedan sovereigns at Alexandria
wied Uensiantinople to resist European predominance
i those wuters.” The pioneer of Portuguese enterprise

i Lodin itsell, as apart from ventures in Eastern waters,
Wi Viseo de Gama, who in 1498 landed on the Malabar
vl e, however, and his immediate successor,
Alvires Unbreal, did nothing in the way of establishing
p looting in the country, though they secured for
'ortiugal the command of the Eastern seas and the
monopoly of the Indian trade. It was Albuquerque
who firsi elfected a lodgment by the capture in 1510 of
tlon, u city still retained by Portugal and the seat of

¥ The Fise nf the Brisish Dominion in India, p. 8.
xi
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their government. Firmly planted there, he entered into
friendly relations with several native states, maturing
plans of extensive colonization and further conquests.
In the same year he seized upon the Island of Ormuz, in
the Persian Gulf, founding there a city which soon
became the centre of the trade between India, Persia,
and Western Asia, and in 1511 he wrested Malacca from
the Malays. Here his conquests ended; but in 1530
the Portuguese obtained possession of Bombay, and in
1534 Diu and Bassein were added to their territories.
Nevertheless their period of prosperity was but short,
for in 1580 Portugal was annexed to Spain by Philip
the Second; and though, on the recovery of her inde-
pendence in 1640, she made some efforts to regain her
former position in the East, she was obliged to sign 2
treaty which confined her to Goa and some minor ports
on the west coast of India. By this time, too, the
Dutch were rapidly ousting the Portuguese and had
annexed most of her settlements. Their superior steadi-
ness and enterprise gave them an advantage in the
way of trade, their maritime power was fast becoming
the greatest in Europe, and in dealing with the natives
of India they were not hampered by that religious zeal
which led the Portuguese into so many cruelties, nor
addicted to that rapacity which made the successors
of Albuquerque so hateful. Yet, though at one time
they had settlements at Chisurah, Negapatnam, Pulicat,
Bimlipatnam, and Sadras, these, with exception of the
first, gradually passed into the possession of the English,
and with the decline of the Dutch power in Europe,
the intercourse of the nation with India ceased to be
anything beyond that of a mercantile character. The

INTRODUCTION. xiii
Panan for o short tisne had a slight footing in India,
Bty sobtlossiensis ab Tranquebar and Serampore, but
thotr Bt Lishin Company was extinguished in 1728 and

Lot sottloests were sold to the Enghsh in 1845. In
000 e Banpeigr of Austria granted to the merchants

ol the Austrinn Netherlands a charter authorizing the
Unlumd 1wt India Company to trade, fit out armed
vomnals, bankl forts, and make treaties with Indian
pilneen . but this interference with Indian trade

wlitinil tho maritime powers, and on the representation
ol Puglund, France, and Holland, the Emperor finally
sptond by treaty to suppress the Ostend Company. Of
o puwors already mentioned none came into any
witonn and prolonged collision with the English. In
peunidd 1o the Yrench the case was different, and it is
ooty 1o give more than a mere glance at the rivalry
bifweon the kwo great European powers who so long
sonbended Jor mastery in the East. At the outset,
the Fponeh eompanies engaging in the Eastern trade
dil ot el farther than the isle of Madagascar. Three
guiipnies, not counting the commercial enterprise in
{he snie  direction organized by the Duke de Ia
Maillovuye in 1654, followed each other in . rapid
sicconsion.  But it was mnot till 1666 that Colbert,
Lonin the Fourteenth’s great finance minister, who
hil encouraged and helped the last of these three
somipnniies, determined to extend operations to India
{lwell With this object he nominated one Francis
{‘wion s Director-General of French commerce in India.
Al the end of the year 1666 Caron landed at Surat
w1l established there the first French factory. Working
thence, he, by permissiop of the King of Golconda, set
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up a second factory at Masulipatanam ; and, his am
bition growing, made an attempt to seize the island of
Ceylon. Repulsed by the Dutch, the French then
attacked and took Trinkdmali. From this again they
were ousted by the Dutch, and thereupon seized St.
Thomé, a small Duteh settlement near Madras. Caron's
success had been great, but his failure to capture Ceylen
greatly disappointed the directors of the company,
and at their instigation Caron was ordered by the
Minister to return to ¥rance. M. Francis Martin, a
trusted lieutenant of Caron, was then directed by his
immediate superiors ¢to arrange with one of the native
princes for the cession of a piece of land on which they
might build, and which, fortified with care, might
become the headquarters of the French possessions on
the eastern coast of Southern India.”* By the ~over-
nor of the possessions of the King of Bijdpur in the
Karnitak, Martin was allowed to purchase a plot of
land in the South Arcot division comprising the districts
of Puducheri—now known as Pondichery— Villanur
and Bahur. Of this territory possession was taken in
April, 1674. Martin’s difficulties were at first greas,
but he was a man of rare capacity, and in his dealings
with the natives he displayed a tact which won their
confidence and esteem. By-and-by he was allowed to
enlist native soldiers for the protection of his little
colony, When a year later Sivdji descended upon the
Karnatak and threatened to annihilate the French on
the pretext that they were allies of his enemy Sher
Khén, Martin expressed his willingness to acknowledge
the supremacy of the Mardthas, and his submission

# Malleson. Duplzix, p. 17.

INITRODUCTION. XV

Wun weieptod A worse peril was in store for him and
G the Fyanil possessions.  Pondichery was in 1693
wibaekiod wd captored by the Dutch, and it seemed
wo i Freneh indinence in Southern India had come to
i ol Dot dur years later the peace of Ryswick
jtored Pomdichery, and Martin was sent back as
Uovernor, thie time with troops and military supplies
willlcient to mect any attack to which the place was
Ihaly o L oxposed. Besides being Governor of
Pundiohory, Martin was also made Director-General of
all tho French possessions in India. His government of
[anclichory was to the end of his life, in 1706, conducted
with the sswme prodence, tact, and success as in its
wutlior duye, and at his death he left a colony of 40,000
inllyves proaped around the rising and prosperous town
whick owed its existence to his skill and energy. He
Lot bediised wlso, what was more valuable still, a cordial
uidderstasedime between the French and the native states
with whein he had been brought into contact, an under-
sanding which was to serve his successors in good
slomel when more exciting times came, But the pros-
pority of the company at home was by no means
sowiensnrate with the prosperity of its chief settle-
wont in India; and once more a re-organization took

place.  The prospect then grew fairer, and fortu-
nalely ihe administration since Martin’s death had
lioent i the hands of two men of first-rate capacity,

Lupoir and Dumas. Shortly after the latter of these
{ouk oflice, he was Involved in matters of a very serious
puture.  Ilor Pondichery was again threatened by the
Murithas who had invaded the Karndtak and over-
thrown  Dost, Ali, an, ally of the French, at the
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Damdlcheri Pass where the Nawédb perished. His
widow and dependents sought and obtained refuge
with Dumas; and on his refusal to surrender them,
the Mardtha chief threatened to destroy the Frenck
settloment. Dumas, however, negotiated so adroitly
that he was left in peace, and the Nawédb’s successor,
Safdar Ali, was so impressed with the conduct of Dumas,
that on the departure of the Mardtha he ceded
territory to the French which brought in a yearly
revenue of Rs.10,000. The King of Delhi also con-
ferred upon Dumas the title of Nawdb and the rank
of Commander of 4,500 horse—dignities which Dumas
obtained permission to transfer to his successor. This
successor was the celebrated Dupleix, the history of
whose rule is almost the history of French power in
India. Dupleix assumed his Governorship in October,
1741, and with his advent, and as a result of his
policy, we enter upon the struggles befween the
French and the English which were to be continued
with little intermission until, shortly after his fall,
the French power in India was completely broken.
On his arrival Dupleix found many causes for
anxiety, The lands of the ¥rench settlement were
suffering from the effects of the Mar4tha invasion,
the Karnitak was threatened by the Subahdér of the
Dakbhan, and there were indications that in Furope
a war between France and England was imminent.
So far from Dupleix receiving a generous support from
home, his directors were pressing upon him the
necessity of reducing expenditure and of suspending
all outlay upon the fortifications of Pondichery, which
were very inadequate for defepce. The latter order

[NTIODUCTION, - xvii

b took wpon himself to disobey, spending a good
diul ol lin ows private fortune upon the work and
bt rewirded not only by the grateful acknowledg-
Winta of the directors, but shortly afterwards by the
Jre wibetantint good  fortune of beating off the
Puplish wttuek, Teor, on the breaking out of the war
ol 1o Ausirian succession, France and England took
Uppeite wides, and their quarrel in Europe was quickly
sibiomil i the Toast. At first the French had the better
ol It Mudias was captured in 1746 by the French
whiiial Lubourdonnais, and Dupleix took possession
ol the pluce.  His next attempt was upon Fort St.
Il llore, however, failure awaited him, the I'rench
{uroee belse beaten back to Pondichery and that place
{taell boings blockaded by the English admiral, Boscawen.
It wig now Lhat Dupleix’s wise precautions bore fruit.
Pondichery beld out till the monsoon set in and com-
pollod the Beet to weigh anchor. In 1749 the Peace
ol Alx la Chapelle necessitated the restitution of Madras;
bl though in point of territory the French had gained
notling from the struggle in India, their capture of
Mudiis s the failure of the English to take Pondi-
ghory, had put the French much higher than the
uelints in the estimation of the native states— a result
which meant a great deal in the re-opening of hostilities
thut wo shortly followed. The occasion of this re-
sponing was a quarrel between native powers arising
oul of the disputed succession to the Vice-royalty of
the Dukhan, the rivals each invoking European aid.
Tho Iench espoused the cause of Muzaffar Jang, whom
lin futher had nominated as his successor, the English
lont their aid to Nadir Jang, the second son, who had
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seized his father's treasure and proclaimed himself
Subahddr; while confederate with the former was
Chanda Sahib, son-in-law of Dost Ali, and claimant
of the Nawdbi of the Karndtak, with the latter, Anwdir-
ud-din, the actual Nawdb. In the first encounter at
Ambur Anwédr-ud-din was defeated and slain. But
Nédir Jang, who had not yet come into the feld,
remained to be reckoned with; and Chanda Sahib
having neglected to follow out Dupleix’s instructions
to seize Trichinopoli without delay, his troops aban-
doned him on the approach of Nddir Jang’s army and
fell back on Pondichery. The consequence was that
the whole of the Karndtak fell into the possession of
Nédir Jang, who was joined by Muhammad Al
son of Anwirud-din, and, more important still,
by Major Lawrence with six hundred Englishmen
under his command. Dupleix, smarting at the failure
of his plans due to Chanda S#hib’s folly, was as resolute
as ever, and at once took measures to repair the
mistake. A further disappointment was in store for
him. D’Auteuil, to whom he gave the command of the
French force sent to oppose Nddir Jang, failed him
owing to the insubordination of his officers and men,
and was obliged to retire upon Pondichery. Severely
punishing these renegades, Dupleix planned a surprise
of Nddir Jang's camp and put the execution of his
design into the hands of a brilliant young officer named
De la Touche, having in the interval since D’Auteuil’s
failure won over several of the nobles in Nadir Jang's
service. The surprise was a complete success, and the
Subahddr hastily retreated on Areot. His retreat left
Mubammad Ali without support. He was, however,

y INTRODUCTION. xix
rolufirend by 20,000 men sent him by Nédir Jang,
sl by w furce of 400 Englishmen and 1500 sipahis
In“;,,..';-”.l“m Cope. The combined forces made an
wblampit wpon the posision of D’Auteuil, but were beaten
el with loss, apd a difference between the two com-
wnnidars Lyssking out during the retreat, the English
wibured 1o Fort St. David, while Muhammad Ali

anonmped on the river Pandr. Dupleix saw the false-
wonn of he position thus taken up, and sent D’Auteuil

{0 #torm his camp. This operation was successfully
purrled out and Muhammad Ali fled to the fortress
uf (lngl, then regarded by the natives as impregnable.
Misny, who was soon to make himself so famous,
sintchied mpon 'the place, defeated the troops in front
of i, gnined the town, and in the darkness of the
wliehteerealaded the citadels on the summits of three
.,1..\.1- monrtains, covered by a cordon of advanced
worl  This daring exploit made a great impression.

O14 roused Nadir Jang,” says Malleson, “from the
anroless dissipation of his easy life. Tt terrified Mu-
aininad Ali. It produced the general conviction that
the Prench were irresistible.” Dupleix offered terms
to Nadir Jang, but these were refused. A period of
iaesion ensued owing to an unusually fierce rainy
wonsen,  This pause Dupleix turned to account by
fitetgning with the chiefs on whom Nadir Jang so
lurgely depended, and Nadir Jang, sick of a protracted
ganprign which gave so little room for the indulgence
of bhis sensual pleasures, was before long ready to
gieopt the terms that had been offered by Dupleix
hroe months earlier. Orders were therefore sent to
[V Autenil to spspend military operations pending the
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receipt of further instructions. D’Anteuil at the mo-
ment was ill, and the command had devolved upon De
la Touche. That officer, carefully maintaining the secret
correspondence with the disaffected mnobles of Nadir
Jang’s army, had learnt from them that the Subahddr
had no intention of adhering to the terms into which he
had expressed his willingness to enter. He therefore
wrote to Dupleix that his orders had come too late,
as he had arranged with the confederate nobles to make
the attempt upon the Subahdér’s camp that night. The
attack was accordingly made, and, the chiefs keeping
to their engagement with De la Touche, the troops
about N4dir Jang began to fall back, and the Nawib
of Cuddapah, one of the leading rebels, coming up shot
him through the heart. Muzaffar Jang was at once
recognized as Subahddr, and proceeded to Pondichery
to show his gratitude to Dupleix. There at the *first
formal meeting,” says Malleson, “Muzaffar Jang, in
open darbdr, conferred upon the French Governor the
title of Nawsb of the territories between the river
Krishna and Cape Comorin, including Maisur and the
entire Karnitik; he bestowed upon him as a personal
gift the village of Valddvar, with the lands depending
upon it; he created him a Commander of Seven
Thousand, one of the highest honours known under
the Mughals; he directed that the French coins should
be the recognized currency of Southern India; he
confirmed the sovereignty of the French Company over
Masulipatam and Yandon, and finally assured Dupleix
that he was the adviser to whom he would turn in all
his political actions.”* Dupleix refused to accept the

* Duplesz, pp. 91, 2.
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Jipnity of Nawidb of the Karnitak, and begged the
Whhdir o confer it upon Chanda Séhib, which was
wordinety done.  The result of De la Touche’s victory
wa prohitable Lo the French in many ways. It gave
thom w large sum of ready money, and extensive terri-
Lutinl nequisitions.  But it also enabled them to spread
thiolr neis over a wider area. For the Subahdér proposed
{lut w French force, paid from his treasury, should be
stutionod at his capital under the command of a French
ollicer.  The proposal was eagerly accepted, and Bussy
with three hundred men accompanied the Subahddr to
[uilarabdd, where he gained a paramount influence in
o Vieeregal councils, while at the same time the
I'tonell Government was relieved of the burden of
walntaining a larger force than Pondichery required
for iy defence. All was now going well for French
inosests,—Muhammad Ali having accepted conditions
which left Chanda Sshib without a rival—when only
\ losv weeks later Muzaffar Jang was killed in suppress-
ing an outbreak of the very chiefs to whose intrigues
lw owed his elevation to the throne. Muzaffar Jang
lofi one son, an infant, and Bussy recognizing that in
I1sdin minorities always give incentives to intriguers,
promptly determined to instal on the throne Saldbat
Jniie, unele of this infant, and so maintain the influence
whish the French had already gained. Saldbat’s grati-
tile was shown by the cession of fresh territory, and
the French power in India was now at its highest pitch.
Thirough Bussy and the Subahdar Dupleix’s  influence,”
wys Malleson,* was “supreme in the territories now
kuown as the territories of the Nizdm. It was soon

. * Duplpiz, pp. 96, 7.
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to bécome supreme in the territories called by the
English the ¢Northern Sirkdrs, comprising Ganjim,
Vizagapatam, Goddveri, and Krishna. It was supreme
in the territories subsequently known as the ‘ceded
Districts,” comprising Cuddapah, Karndl, and Belliry.
Through Chandé Sihib, it was equally supreme in
the Karndtak, with the exception of Trichinopoli,
held by Muhammad Ali, and of Tanjore, governed by
its own prince. Excepted, too, must be Madras and
Fort St. David, in which, however, at the moment,
the English showed few signs of life. Apparently

their influence had sunk to zero. For the moment,.

then, the astute ruler of Pondichery had triumphed
all along the line. He could not detect the presence
of the vestige of a cloud on the horizon. His one
enemy, Muhammad Ali, had offered to come into his
scheme. The English were inactive, and apparently
hopeless of interfering with his plans. What was
there, then, which could possibly prevent the success-
ful development of his farreaching schemes? He
could detect nothing. The English equally could de-
tect nothing. Yet, though they knew it mot, there
was brooding amid the silence of Fort St. David a
man who did accomplish that apparently impossible
feat.”- The man was of course Clive. But, before
coming to Clive’s appearance on the scene, we have
to note several mistakes made by the French at the
very moment when the opportunity seemed to have
come for consolidating their supremacy. Muhammad
Ali had agreed on certain conditions to recognize
Chanda Sihib as Nawdb of the Karndtak and to sur-
vender Trichinopoli with its dependencies. One conr

INTRODUCTION. xxiii

ditlon was that he should receive a subordinate pro-
yinie e diew of the Karndtak, and a guarantee to this
yleol b been given him by Dupleix.  When, how-
cvor, b owas pressed to fulfil his part of the agree-
mont, Mulammad Ali hesitated and then asked for
{voli puarantees. Meanwhile he was imploring aid
ftom the lnglish, and on a promise being made him
ol ui linglish force, he threw off the mask and refused
{6 pive up Trichinopoli. Dupleix at once sent D’Autenil
with 400 Irenchmen and some guns to co-operate with
Chiunila Sahib in seizing the place. I’Auteuil blundered
andd lisobeyed his instruction. But De Gingen, com-
mailer of the English contingent sent to Muhammad
Ali'w aid, also blundered and gave D’Auteuil an oppor-
funity, which, if promptly seized, would have enabled
lim jo end the struggle with a crushing defeat. This
upportunity was neglected, but another soon offered
isell.  Again the French and their allies allowed vie-
tory to slip through their hands; and as the result of
s long series of operations, the French were com-
ploiely worsted, Chanda Sahib perished, and Muham-
g Ali was left master of the Karnatak. But
liin position was by no means secure. His allies, the
Marithas and the troops of Maisur, fell out among
thumselves, and ultimately both contingents left him,
These discords for some time tied Muhammad Ali’s
liniils, and when at last he was able to quit Tri-
ohinopoli, it was necessary to leave behind him a
purrison of 200 Englishmen and 1500 sipdhis for the
prolection of that fortress against his former allies.
The breathing time thus given to Dupleix had been
atilized by him in disciplining the drafts sent out
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from home. Good fortune attended him in another
way, for Clive and Lawrence had been forced by ill-
health to return to Madras, and the command of the
English forces was left in the hands of De Gingen.
That officer, under instructions from the Governor of
Madras, sent a detachment to seize the fortress of Gingi.
The attempt was a failure owing to the prompti-
tude with which Dupleix had thrown in reinforce-
ments, and the success of the French had the usual
effect upon the native powers. Both the Marithas
and the Maisur troops offered active co-operation on
condition of being allowed to prosecute their own
design against Trichinopoli. Encouraging them in this
undertaking, Dupleix felt himself strong enough to
assume the offensive against the English, and sent a
force to blockade Fort St. David. A disaster resulted.
For Lawrence, roused from his sick bed at Madras,
encountered De Kerjean about two miles from Fort
St. David, and, in an action in which the European
forces on both sides fought with splendid courage,
thoroughly routed him. Closely following upon this
misfortune came the news that De la Touche, from
whose arrival Dupleix hoped so much, had perished
at sea with 700 soldiers. This was a terrible blow.
But Dupleix would not give in. With his Maritha
and Maisur allies he planned an investment of Tri-
chinopoli, and kept Lawrence well occupied in his
endeavour to relieve the beleaguered place. In vain
did Lawrence attempt to force an engagement. As
goon as he approached, the allies withdrew within
their intrenchments. Reinforced by 200 men from
Madras, Lawrence determined upon an assault. But

INTRODUCTION. XXV

§ feoonnisance in force showed him that the attempt
wiill wol succeed, and shortly afterwards he received
dunpatehes from Dalton, in command at Trichinopoli,
telling him that he was blockaded on all sides and
il bk bhree weeks' supplies of provisions. It was
Lprikive, thcrefore, to hurry to Dalton’s relief. Reach-
i Twiehinopoli, Lawrence marched out to attack the
I'peseh ab Srivangam, but his force was too weak for
atlive operations against the island, and, being still in
poor health, he withdrew within the fort. The French
junder, Astrue, now took up a commanding position,
which, if he could maintain it, would enable him to
Wil off all supplies from Trichinopoli and so compel
its surrender. Lawrence attacked Astruc, and inflicted
yiich o defeat that he resigned his command and re-
lursggl to Pondichery. He was succeeded by Brennier,

whom also Lawrence completely routed. During his
ikt to the banks of the Kdveri, Brennier was unex-
pectedly joined by Astruc with large reinforcements.

Avirie took the command, but only to be again de-
{ouied by Lawrence. While this struggle was still
uslecided Dupleix received instructions from home to
iunke peace with the English. The Directors of the
(!{smpany, unable to see in the same light with Dupleix
\he advantages to be derived from his extensive ambi-
lion, mortified at the expenditure of lives upon un-
suecessful projects, and clamorous at the falling off of
\hisir dividends, were determined that the operations
of the Company should be restricted to the original
and legitimate objects of its existence. Dupleix him-
solf was not unwilling to have peace, so long as it
conld be purchased wiithout the sacrifice of the con-
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cessions he had received from the Subahd4r. But the
English Governor would not listen to the terms offered,
and Dupleix, who had received reinforcements from
France, determined not to give up the game without
another throw. A secret attack upon Trichinopoli was
organized with great skill. It was well nigh successful,
for the defenders were taken asleep and one of the
chief batteries captured. At this moment some French
soldiers, elate at their good fortune, were foolish enough
to fire upon the town. The garrison was aroused ; the
English had the great advantage of knowing where
they were, while the French, their guide having been
killed, were morally and literally in the dark. The
result was that three-fourths of their force was made
prisoners. The blow was fatal to Dupleix. Nothing was
left him but to make such terms as he could with the
Governor of Madras, Negotiations began, but what-
ever other concessions Dupleix was prepared to make,
he would not give way in regard to the Nawdbi of
the Karnitak which had been conferred upon him.
The Commission empowered to make peace therefore
broke up, and hostilities were resumed. Some slight
successes had inspirited Dupleix when the news came
that M. Godeheu was on his way to relieve him of his
Governorship. On Godeheu’s arrival Dupleix, ruined
in fortune and in reputation, returned to France, where,
after years vainly spent in seeking for justice and for
restitution of the money which, on Godeheu’s repre-
sentations, had been infamously withheld from him,
he died a pauper in 1764. Meanwhile Godeheu had
effectually made peace with the English by surrender-
ing everything that Dupleix thought it vital to retain.
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Uudehon was succeeded by M. Duval de Leyrit, who
fullowed the same policy of non-intervention in native
dinpuies which Godeheu had laid down. But in 1756,
When war again broke out between France and Eng-
I, the French Ministers awoke to the fact that they
liwi blundered terribly in mot supporting Dupleix’s
dewipus. A large force was despatched to India, a
liree supposed to be sufficient to drive the English
it of southern India. .1t was under the command of
{lio celebrated Lally, who, from his earliest yoath, “had
hwon trained in the French armies, had merited at
I'snienoy the commendations of Marshal Saxe; who
hud taken part in the ’45, and had fought at Laffeldt.”
Ilven before Lally’s arvival De Leyrit had been com-
peliedd, much against his will, to resume the policy-of
[hiplgix, and had sent D’Auteuil to surprise the Eng.;hsh
il Trichinopoli. D’Auteuil effected nothing. Saubinet,
who displaced him, at all events compelled the Eng-
lish to act on the defemsive, and in a short time he
was strongly reinforced by the arrival of the first de-
twctment of Lally’s troops under the Chevalier de
Soupire. At this moment southern India was almost
donnded of English troops, the greater portion having
oo sent to assist Clive in Bengal, and a splendid
opportunity was given for decisive action. Yet, De
Hotrpire, who had taken command, determined to await
Ludly’s arrival. With that event active measures were
josumed.  But Lally, great soldier as he was, had
nene of Dupleix’s tact and diplomacy. He scorned
Lho natives; he made enemies of his colleagues in the
government of Pondichery; he unwisely summoned
Bussy from the Court ‘,of the Subahddr, and Moracin
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from the Northern Sarkérs, and by replacing the latter
by the Marquis of Conflans, who was a complete stranger
to Indian politics, he sacrificed the influence that had
been so hardly gained by Dupleix and was so essential
to French interests. Nevertheless, Lally at first gained
some striking successes. He took without difficulty
both Gudalur and Fort St. David, and was only
hindered by want of funds from pushing on to
Madras. In his need he endeavoured to wring money
from the Réja of Tanjor. Failing in this, he was about
to assault the Réja’s stronghold when news reached
him that the French fleet had been beaten off the
coast, and that the English were threatening his base.
Returning to Pondichery, and obtaining three lakhs of
rupees which the Admiral had taken from a Dutch
vessel, he marched upon Arcot, which fell without a
blow. Then, joined by Bussy and Moracin, he pusned
on to besiege Madras. After taking the Black Town
and effecting a breach in the fortifications, he was
about to make a night assault when the English fleet
appeared off the coast. On the following day he was
constrained to raise the siege. Another serious dis-
appointment awaited him. One of the Rdjas of the
Northern Sarkdrs seized the opportunity of Bussy'’s
withdrawal to assert his independence, and Clive had
despatched Colonel Forde with a small number of troops
to his assistance. TForde met Conflans, defeated him,
conquered the whole of the Northern Sarkdrs, and
compelled the Subahdir of the Dakhan to transfer
his alliance from the French to the English. Lally
himself was soon to meet with a crushing reverse.
After many delays and many mischances, he rejoined
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his army at Wandiwash, and marched with it to Arcot.
During his absence Eyre Coote had taken Wandiwash.
fally now made an effort to regain the place. But
+n the 21st of January, 1760, he was attacked and
woated by Eyre Coote. The victory of the English was
Jecisive.  “Tt dealt,” says Malleson,* “a fatal and
Jecisive blow to French domination in India; it
chattered to the ground the mighty fabric which
Martin, Dumas, and Dupleix had contributed to erect;
il. dissipated all the hopes of Lally; it sealed the fate
of Pondichery.” Arcot, Devikota, and Kariksl at once
(o]l into the hands of the English. In September
I'ondichery was invested. On the 15th of January
fullowing it surrendered. Tally, taken prisoner, was
sent to England, and, when allowed to return to France,
et of the same hands the same cruel treatment with
upleix. One more attempt was to be made to restore
{yench influence in India. Though the Treaty of
I*iis in 1763 restored Pondichery to France, yet on
(ho renewal of war in 1778 it was again seized by
the English, and with it Chandranagar and Mahé.
il now seemed lost, when the war with Haidar Ali
yusin aroused the hopes of the French. Haidar Ali
Il never forgiven the English for refusing to help
linn, as they were by treaty bound to do, against
the Mardthas. When, therefore, the English took
Muhé, which he considered under his protection, he
wuized the pretext to declare war. In a short time hav-
iy out-manceuvred Munro, beaten Baillie, and captured
Areot, he had laid siege to Wandiwash, Vellor, Ambar,
I'erinakol, and Chengalpat. Further, he had got be-

* History of the French in India, p. 560.
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tween Sir Eyre Coote and Madras, and, following that
general on his way to Pondichery, from which the
small English garrison had been expelled by the French,
he carefully occupied the strong places on the way.
Coote was now between Haidar and the sea, cut off
from the inland, and with his supplies exhausted. To
secure his destruction, all that Haidar needed was
that the French fleet under D’Orves should keep com-
mand of the sea for a short time. This D’Orves
refused to do, and, on his quitting the coast, English
vessels arrived with provisions from Madras and saved
Coote’s force. Haidar, thus left to himself, fought two
battles with Coote, in the former of which he was
beaten, while in the latter, though not beaten, he
found it wiser to retreat. But about this time the
French despatched a powerful squadron under the
greatest of her adwirals, Suffren, with a force of nearly
3000 men under the renowned Bussy. Pending the
arrival of Bussy, the French land force was placed
under the command of Admiral Duchemin who had
come out in charge of the fleet of which D’Orves had
failed to make any use. Duchemin and Haidar joined
hands at Permakol, and to meet an army of 60,000
native troops backed by 2000 Frenchmen Coote could
number but 12,000 men, of whom 2000 were Europeans.
Yet so great was his anxiety to prevent the fall of
Wandiwash that Coote offered battle to the overwhelm
ing army opposed to him. Haidar was eager to accept
the offer, but Duchemin preferred to await Bussy's
arrival and would not take the responsibility of am
engagement. Before Bussy reached India, Haidar was
dead, and Bussy himself when he landed proved a

|
|
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yury different, man from the Bussy of earlier days.
Iy wuul! andertake nothing, and would sanction noth-

e o allowed himself to be blockaded in Gudalur
iy un Knglish force inferior in the number of its
Buropeans, and when news arrived that peace had
lwon signed between France and England, he readily
sutored into an armistice, and soon afterwards the
I'nee. of Versailles put an end to the war. Since
il thne ao attempt has been made to found a French
guipire in India, and the only result of Dupleix’s ambi-
Hous wil, for the time being, well calculated projects,
lw bwon that England in great measure following his
iltiative has made herself mistress of the whole penir-

sils.  Uolonel Malleson, in his Life of Dupleix, from
which 1 have already quoted, and from which this
ghotols of the French in India has been derived, says
with ® good deal of justice,* “Now that the lapse of
pomly n century and a half has cleared away the

pasnlonn aind prejudices of that exciting period ; now
thut lrom the basis of accomplished facts we can ex-
wilne the ideas and conceptions of the men who were
o ploneers of Furopean conquest on Indian soil,
Wt lives not a candid Englishman who will deny
W Dupleix the credit of having been the first to
duvlne the method by which European predominance
un Indinn soil might be established. His work did
Wb sidure, becanse it was his misfortune to be com-
pullail b einploy inferior tools, whilst his rivals were
Il by #wen of extraordinary capacity. It did not last
lunine  just at the moment when his plans might
luvn boon realized he was recalled at the instance of
¥ Pp. 160, 1.

» 7 B
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the immemorial enemy of France, on the eve, more
over, of a war, which for the seven years that were
to follow, was to try the resources of France against
that very enemy. But the effect of his schemes sul-
vived him, the ground he had so well watered and
fertilized, the capabilities of which he had proved,
was almost jmmediately after his departure occupied
by his rivals, with the immense result which is one
of the wonders of the present day.” That Dupleix
was the frst to start on the right road towards
European conquest in India will probably be allowed
on all hands. Whether, if he had been better served,
the result in the long run would have been affected,
is a different question, and the view held by Malleson
and others has been ably criticized by 2 writer to
whom I have already referred, Sir Alfred Lyall. “To
those,” he says,* “ who maintain that, but for the blind
pess of the French Government towards the ideas of
Dupleix, the blunders of colleagues of subordinates,
and the final disavowal of Dupleix, France might have
supplanted England in India—the true answer is that
these views betray a disregard of historic proportion,
and an incomplete survey of the whole situation.
They proceed on the narrow theory that extensive
political changes may hang on the event of a small
battle, or on the behaviour at some critical moment
of a provincial general or governor. The strength and
resources of France and England in their contests for
the possession of empires are not to be measured after
this fashion, or to be weighed in such nice balances.
It may even be questioned whether the result of the

* Rise of the British Dominion in Indit, PP- 79, 83, 4

INTRODUCTION. xxxiii

gt lrregular  struggle between the two Com-

l,.-:.uln] n ml \Hm Indian peninsula told decisively one way
lw“m..uI.I.U.i;;-'.‘i.‘alnpon the final .eve._nt. The Carnatic war,
g unorl al, was necessarily inconclusive, for neither
A lu ) tior Knglish dared openly to strike home at
Ih,r":, ul.h;-_rl-xAsnttfements g Wh?le even if this had been
fudireetly through native auxiliaries, the hom
"mmllm\l":l'lﬁ must have interfered earlier. ’The syste 4
ul prlvaie or auxiliary war gave Dupleix this te};n ¥
0y wlvinntagoe against the English, that it was necessall)‘%l;

:;-1.u:..~.i io the land, where he was the stronger ; for as
n Al £
Wi nations were at peace their fleets cotild not

bitio i
,:.m u| u.rf; _m it. On the outbreak of national hostilities
. Yo ”Inter, the naval strength of England came
.m'- play with decisive effect. The true stat
| mv:able . oy
;\: frov inble ter.xdency of the contest between the
y intions in India has been recognized by M. Marion
© J

I his st .
Ilf ll'.: :”:;' II'Y] ;"f fRestsiory ,Of French finance between
the Controll )G s irey Doty dCERCIRS:
e 1‘“.;}"!;- em?ral of that period, from the imputa-
Bilois u.h,.“;.-i sacrificed an empire in Asia by recalling
“m“m[- Ih“. 5 %Ows. that if the French Government had
R |}l,~a services and supported his policy, the
o “bh“l:‘-l}t }co.uld not ha.ve been materially changed.
Baniolx |:. ia 1;1‘1(: of t.errltorial predominance which
..,“"‘|.. al been so industriously building up was
g .I|.‘. .::n-l hastily cemented ; it depended upon the
|J|'..||.|‘,I}I,;..‘,,v :-’:(-(a‘ feW r.nercenary tI‘OOpS, the perilous
v .I “w‘.. astern princes, and the personal qualities
e «‘nuvma,nd on the spot. It was thus exposed
gl “.”"ds <.)f fortune, and had no sure founda-
Il Fhe first thing needful before any solid dominion
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. . ]
could be erected by the French In India was {,{o secx:;e
their communications with Eum};f tbzh.br(::r 0111{15 i
ish at sea; DU is
ower of the Englis . L
‘lleyond the strength of the Frenc}{ in ;25:1'191 L
When the Seven Years War began 1n(1’.7 ! N
did make a vigorous attempt ';;) relgam ﬂc;x:n;o L
i t be clear
water-ways ; and 1t mus d
?:flure in that ’direch trial of naval strfangth% %r nlx:i;
than to their abandonment of the" policy o ol;pthei;
i he eventual disappearance :

must be attributed t _ ¥
prospects of establishing 2 permanent ascendancy

Tndiz”

111 1148, GROWTH, AND DECLINE OF THE
MARATHA POWERS.

10 Mucwiloy's Kesays on Clive and Hastings mention of the
Muiathiun o necessarily frequent, and it will probably be
Sk L students to have some connected narrative of the
it Wiy have played in Indian history. The following brief

bl Likes in the main from Mr. H. G. Keene’s monograph
0 Mudlivs Tido Sindhia and Sir A. Lyall’s historyof the Rise
e ik Domgndon in India, will, I hope, enable them to
Sliw L bortunes of this race, more especially in regard to its
L uts ol ponbiect with the British power.

Mulidinbiee, a tract of country bounded on the west by the
L st the north by the Narbada, on the east by the Wain-
Sl aid on the south by the Krishna rivers, was a Hindu

i o very early times, with its capital at Kalydn, near the
Sl oty of Bombay. The name Marhat for its inhahitants
Lol i the history of Muhammad Tughlak in the fourteenth

Ly et shortly afterwards we find mention of them in cen-
Wbl Wik the Musalmén kingdom of Bijdpur, where they were
Ly ub bl ewvalry, and seem to have taught the Bijipur
SL b shat system of guerilla warfare to which the kingdom
Lol te windity Lo vesist its enemies for mearly two hundred
Linie ot ides growth of this extraordinary race dates from the

Lo ol the lsnperor Shah J4hdn, and the period which will be
Sundt with ki this sketch extends only from about 1650 to 1818.
Sl dihis’s eiforty to overthrow the Bijépur dynasty brought
ALid Ll Biesi Lroubles, At that time the nominal ruler of Bijd-

{00 Wi i dner, and the regency was held by a Mardtha captain,
O Hlosata. Shihji resisted Shéh Jahdn’s attempts, and
B Wie poied the Mardthas began to assert themselves as
« intluet power.  Mheir activity was first shown in raids upon
Woedinte neigtibours, but thess were mere spasmodic acts of
Sdiidur lrsoted by no systematic policy. When, however,

fin Muntim ’-um:r in the Dakhan began to crumble to pieces
lllmv wiloptold wider aims, and fully organized the practice of
Soi b vuntsibutions on the subjects of other states, till at
Bl ke dnosesgona came, to spread over almost the whele

XXXV
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peninsula, It was not territorial power, at all events until a
much later period, that they desired. The elaborate require-
ments of ordered rule they gladly left to others, so long as a
descent upon fertile provinces and rich hoards gave them booty
to he squandered in reckless enjoyment, and means for the sub-
sistence of an ever-increasing host of free lances. The black-mai’
they modestly exacted was twenty-five per cent. of the revenue
of the invaded territory, and so merciless was their style of war-
fare, and so swift and irresistible their swoop, that for the most
part no serious effort was made to escape their exactions. The
germs of an organization, which in its development made the
WMardthas the most formidable power the English later on had
to reckon with, were planted by Shéhji’s son Sivéji, who raised
a regularly paid army, possessed himself of forts, and finally
assumed the functions and insignia of a king. So large a stride
towards consolidation was made under his rule that at the death
of Aurangzeb, or shortly afterwards, the civil administration of
the Hindus in Mahdrdshtra had developed into a well-knit
power. Under the Réja, its nominal head, was a council of
eight, whose president bore the title of Peshwa. The first ol
these Peshwas was Baldji Viswanith, who had entered the
service of Sahu, Sivdji’s grandson. By his conspicuous business
abilities he shortly became the most important person in the
government, and vigorously addressed himself to the task of
confirming order and a settled system of rule in Mahérishtra.
The right to levy chauth in the six imperial provinces of the
Dakhan had been formally ceded to Sihu in 1709. This con
cession was confirmed to Baldji, and in return the Rdja of
Mah4rdshtra was bound to pay a fixed annual cess to the imperial
treasury, and to provide the emperor with a specified force of
Marithas whenever called upon to do so. The géja was in fact
to be nominally a vassal of the emperor, but the compact gave to
B4l4ji’s schemes a firmness of foundation they had hitherto lacked.
Tn the midst of his efforts at consolidation of power, Bélji died
in 1720, and was succeeded by his son, Baji Ré4o, a man even more
remarkable than his father, and with wider range of ambition.
He aimed, indeed, at supreme power in Hindust4an, entered into
a long war with the Nizém-ul-mulk in the south, made himself
master of the rich provinces of Mélwa and Orissa, and attempted
the conquest of the Karndtak, He also contrived to acquire for
his descendants the office of Peshwa as an hereditary dignity,
and the leadership of the Mardtha confederation which was
shortly to branch out in four principal chiefships, that of the
Bhonsla R4ja in Berdr, the Gaekwér in Baroda, Holkar in the
south of Milwa, and Sindhia in the north-cast of the same pro-
vince. Bub a severe reverse was in store for the Marathas. Success
had tempted them too far; for the Mughal power being shat-
tered, and Ahmad the Abdali having retired to Afghénistan with
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0 pder of Dehli and the Panjdb, Raghundth Rédo, broth
Wi Wao, we ted by the contingents%)f Sindhia and Hoﬁfa,(t)'f
LD I1< I wortioward, seized Dehli, pushed on to Lahore drove
S e poversor left by Ahmad, and substituted a Marétha
Hlum.--- ‘hion s the Panjdb. This insolence was too much for
; "‘;'.I'l L ihe winter of 1759-60 he came sweeping down into
W Pl retook Lahore, drove the Mardthas out of the north-
’utll fiitry , and defeated Holkar and Sindhia with heavy loss.
‘u- Powliwn ~\|r=§tched from Puna a large force to repair these
S st an January, 1761, the Afghins with their Musal-
S s et the Mardthas on the field of Pdnipat. The result
W8 0 duciilve victory for the Afghdns, and the Marithas were
W e thne swapt out of Northern India. The defeat was a
m;ldluiu. llow o Bdji Rdo, and he died in the following June of
i”.» Alai bt His mantle fell on the celebrated Mddhava Réo
i‘ "-- Sl ilied Mddhoji, an illegitimate son of the slipper-bea.rer’
S0l Wi i, who for his fidelity to Béldji Viswandth had
Sl Bed i Northern Mélwa and made Ujjain his head
Al Buring the mext dozen years the varions Mardtha
p'».-su.. Wity recovered from the blow inflicted on them at
BUNML, Wil were soon threatening every prince and state in
u-ll-; f the Satlaj river southward to Cape Comorin. In
..-ﬁ..l: ; [l they were supreme; in Rdjputdna and Central
ri e 1

ilered ot their leisure, and they were incessantly
iy incursions north-eastward into the fertile

Ll i by the Ganges and the Jamna to harry the la;

\: I:Iln- '.-;M I : Wiwir, of the Pathdn settlement in Rohiﬁr{hand, ;133
R ia Wi chiefships about Dehli, Agra, and Allahdbid.

11‘ .1. ! ey were demanding the surrender of Kora and Alla-
b e Gver to the emperor by the Fast India Company

§ Lol L s grant of the Diwéni, and in 1773 the
Wb il b ialay S H s
. HWion with the English by t’hrea.tening the te};ritor;

S0 e Bl sad though driven back they sti i
W e inglish fro%ltier. A much moz',esséiliolltlzms{’tc‘r?l?gl:
“I‘i‘ Hii plish power was soon to be entered upon in Western
! TN l Ihore w Mardtha chief, Raghundth Rdo, who had been
Sl B pewer at Puna, sought aid from the Company
‘p“: Hile he Bombay Government unwisely promised on con.
li G ol B veding the district of Bassein and the island of
a:l-;- | :. | : I:-‘ ionult; was a protracted and unsatisfactory contest
) |” i |I ol Mardtha powers in which the English, weakly
b A Aiiilired from one expedition to another, found themselves
ml.l U o renteae their protégd, and gained nothing but the
l-lu Wil resentiment of the Mardthas, who might much better
nT» Wi Jelt ko mettle their quarrels among themselves. So
]u Wiaver, wak their range of operations that the English
L L nsinter them in the south, where they took the side of
S luvetornde enemy, Haidar Ali, at the same time that
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Sindhia was threatening in the north-west, and the Peshwa wis S W Bk government, under which a strong subsidiary
equally active mear Bombay. = Sindhia was by this time il L Ll dnsished by the English and paid by the Peshwa,
becoming the most powerful chief of the confederation, and Lad A smanently stationed within his territory, and all his
extended his conquests from Central India northward towarls S0 s were to be subordinated to the policy of England.
Agra and Dehli. In the collision which took place with th: SLL e Maritha powers, however, still had to be dealt
English his fortress ab Gwalidr was captured ; and Sindhia, neyur UL Ll sty now broke out into open hostilities, the chief of
very eager to match himself against a power which he hoypeil BHIIY o1 arsizing a league against the ¥nglish, and with Sindhia
might be useful to him as an ally in the wide-reaching aims of T S B i b B frontier of Haidardbdd. Holkar refused to
ambition, was not unwilling to come to terms. It was arranged, S e e, and the Gaekwir held aloof. The confederates
therefore, that he should be allowed to prosecute his designs upoi S0 s, hoping to win over Holkar. But Lord Welles.
those portions of country round Dehli which were still retainl o vl W e anxious to bring matters to & crisis as they were
by the Mughal emperor, on condition of his mediating betwuin L i e, sve orders to General Wellesley, who was facing
the English and the Mardtha confederates. By the treaty « S [ e west, and to General Lake, who was moving upon
S4lbai, in which the English had to make considerable sacrific:s, S0 e pomensinns in the north-west, to press the war with
the war came to an end, Gwalidr and Ujjain, together with i e Aovondingly General Wellesley called upon Sindhia and

0 Wi g Lo withdraw their army from the Nizdm’s
Sy e ihey refused to do, and the consequence was the
i ol Asanye in which Wellesley obtained a decisive victory.

his previous possessions south and west, being restored to Sind' i
From this time forward till his death Sindhia stands out as e
prominent figure of Mardtha power and influence. One by o

|
his chief opponents, the Jats, Rdjputs, Pathéns, Réthors, aul L e ted o severe defeat upon the troops of the Négpur I
Musalméns yielded to his arms or to his policy. By 1792 he hail S Argen, and took by storm the hill forts of Géwilgarh. |
wrung from the Mughal emperor the title of Vicegerent of 11« abi Whs wdp uly active in the north-west. He took Aligarh by |
empire, the whole powers of which he thenceforth virtuully i ] Sindhia’s force before Dehli, besieged and cap-
wielded as his own, and in the autumn of that year he shatterad S A wed dinally at Ldswdri routed the last of Sindhia’s |
the forces of his great vival in the Mardtha confederationt*TIolka S iy The vesult,” says Sir Al Lyall,* ©“ of these well-
of Indor. Early, however, in 1794 his life came to a sudden vl Ll sl by wou victories was to shatber the whole
and the English were freed from a presence, which, if actively I'"“' {0 siadion wpon: which  Sindia’s predominance had
arrayed against them, might have had serious congsequences to S0 I ugs e bireuk down his connection with the Moghul
the consolidation of their mastery in India. Médhaji Sindhiny S b s il and to destroy his influence at Poona as the
ower passed into the hands of his grand-nephew, Daulat Rao ‘1'"'“ lilubis meber of the Maratha confederacy. Both
Eut his death by no means marked any collapse of Maritha U Gl b Nagrpore Rdja, finding themselves in imminent
activity. In 1795 their ubiguitous forces marched down upol S ol L adl their possessions, acquiesced reluctantly in
the Nizam at FHaidarabad, dispersed kis army, and forced him o S L Lt were dictated to them after the destruction of
an ignominious surrender. In 1798 Daulat Rdo Sindhia was S0 e The treaty of Bassein was formally recognized ;
firmly established at Puna, and was the most considerable prince S el o defensive treaties and made large cessions of’ !
in Central and Northern India. Holkar and the Réja of Ndgpur by Hindin gave up to the British all his northern dis- '
were masters of large forces and extensive territory, and none ol S g wlang both sides of the Jumna river ; he ceded his I
them had forgotten their hostility to the English. What might i il b conquests on the west coast ; he made over to I
have been the result of a general combinution can only be sw l‘ Wi A iy of Delhi and the custody of the Mogul emperor ;
mised, But, fortunately for the British power in India, no gk sl wit bis French officers, and accepted the establish.
policy prevailed. On the contrary, in 1801 Sindhis, Holkar, aisl [I»- Uh b i cens, of o Tnrge British force to be stationed near his
the B4ja of Négpur were at each other’s throats in a fierce struggute L Ehe lehga of Nagpore restored Berar to the Nizam, and
for supremacy. There was also bitter enmity between the Peshwi & Sl e Lhe tritish government the province of Cuttack
and Holkar ; and when in 1803 Sindhia came to the assistanuve ol e By ol Vel wiideh lay interposed between the uppex"
the former, a great battle ensued in which the allied armies weit A iie ol Musiras and the south-western districts of Bengal,”

Wb s sl reisined to be reckoned with. He had been hoping

utterly crushed, The result was one by which Lord Wellesley B by i bie i ot d B
gt by Sandhis discomfiture, and now thought to take

then Governor-General, took care to profit. For the Peshwa nuw
sued to the English for their help, and taking refnge at Bassein
close to Bombay, signed a treaty of genera® defensive allian e " Hisewf the British Dominion in India, pp. 327, B,
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advantage of his defenceless condition. He was, therefore, sum
moned by Lake to retire within his own territories, and on hix
refusal was attacked by the British troops. Although for a timmn
Holkar had followed Sindhia’s example of maintaining a staff of
European officers and of drilling his troops after the European
fashion, he had before this returned to the traditional Mardtha
tactics of rapid cavalry movements. His obiect was to evade &
regular engagement, and it was not withouta prolonged effort that
Lake surprised and finally dispersed his bands. Holkar at Tast
took refuge in the Panjib, whence he returned only to sign a treaty
on terms similar to those imposed upon Sindhia and the Négpus
Réja. For some years there was peace between the English and
the Mardthas, But in 1816 the Bhonsla Réja of Ndgpur, with
whom Lord Hastings had concluded a subsidiary treaty detaching
him from the Maratha confederation, repented an engagementh
which tied his hands, and began to concert hostile nieasures with
the Peshwa, who also was impatient of the restrictions placed
upon him by alliance with the English. The latter, however,
before actually plunging into another struggle realized the danger
he incurred of being stripped of all his possessions, and agail
entered into negotiations with the English whereby, in exchang:
for an increased subsidiary force, he made further cessions of
territory, and virtually renounced all pretensions to supremacy
in the Maritha confederation. His good faith was of shortdurs
tion. In the following year he broke into open bostility am!
attacked the British troops at Puna, the Négpur Rija imitating
him in his outbreak. Their combination quickly proved ii-
effoctual. The Peshwa was routed and his forts seized. In 1815
he surrendered, and the greater part of his territories passed
under the British sovereignty, he being allowed to reside w!
Bithur on a pension of £80,000 a year, the non-continuance of
which after his death made an enemy of his adopted son, Dhund
Panth, commonly known as ¢ Nana Sahib.” The Ndgpur Staie
had also to cede several important districts, and thenceforth the
Maratha powers ceased to exist except as feudatories of the
British rule.
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2 LORD CLIVE
roys whose splendour far surpassed that of Ferdinand il
Catholic, myriads of cavalry and long trains of artilliiy
which would have astonished the Great Captain. It miilil
have been expected, that every Englishman who takes iy
interest in any part of history would be curious to ki
how a handful of his countrymen, separated from #hoir
home by an immense ocean, subjugated, in the course il i
few years, one of the greatest empires in the world. Y1,
unless we greatly err, this subject is, to most readers, s
only insipid but positively distasteful.

Perhaps the fault lies partly with the historians. R
Mill’s book, though it has undoubtedly great and rare merit
is not sufficiently animated and picturesque to attract thow
who read for amusement. Orme, inferior to no Engi
historian in style and power of painting, is minute ¢vii
to tediousness. In one volume he allots, on an averag:. &
closely printed quarto page to the events of every fouts
eight hours. The consequence is, that his narrative, fhonih
one of the most authentic and one of the most finely wrtio
in our language, has never been very popular, and is no
scarcely ever read.

We fear that the volumes before us will not much atiii!
those readers whom Orme and Mill have repelled. fhu
materials placed at the disposal of Sir John Maleolm 'y
the late Lord Powis were indeed of great value.. Bui we
cannot say that they have been very skilfully worked sy
It would, however, be unjust to criticize with severily «
work which, if the author had lived to complete and rev i
it, would probably have been improved by condensation sl
30 by a better arrangement. We are more disposed to perfus:n

the pleasing duty of expressing our gratitude to the mohin

family to which the public owes so much wvseful and euricin
information.

The effect of the book, even when we make the larganl

allowance for the partiality of those who have furnished :wiul

of those who have digested. the materials, is, on the whel,
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Sl s pne the character of Lord Clive. We are far
Ll ln wympathizing with Sir John Maleolm, whose
. puane i love of biographers, and who can see nothing
- L Gl snd justice in the actions of his idol.  But we are
00 Ll agily far from concurring in the severe judgment
o M ALl who seems to us to show less discrimination in
S0 oot of Clive than in any other part of his valuable
b e, like most men who are born with strong pas-
L il el by strong temptations, committed great
Sl i every person who takes a fair and enlightened
0 ol e whole career must admit that our island, so
| L0 b dipees and statesmen, has scarcely ever produced
~ Wi e bruly great either in arms or in council.

o s had been settled, ever since the twelfth cen-
S000, i an estate of no great value, near Market-Drayton,
W Cliogelire. In the reign of George the First, this
S liale bl ancient inheritance was possessed by Mr.
i |m‘n| tliie. who seems to have been a plain man of no

Lo Ll e capacity.  He had been bred to the law, and
m' Sl L e between professional business and the avo-
e ol i small proprietor.  He married a lady from
“-Ir- lalor, ol the name of Gaskill, and became the father
0 4 vty namerous family.  His eldest son, Robert, the
Sodie ol the Diritish empire in India, was born at the old
© 0l secentors on the twenty-ninth of September, 1725,

e lewments of the character of the man were early
il s khe child.  There remain letters written by his

L whin he was in his seventh year ; and from these
S s that, even at that early age, his strong will

ol B Hery pasgions. sustained by a constitutional intre-
-pmm whih sometimes seemed hardly compatible with
~ s ol mind, had begun to cause great uneasiness to

apuily Itivhting,” says one of his uncles, “ to which
L ol measure addicted, gives his temper such a fierce-
sl periousmess, that he flies out on every trifling

i rhe old people of the neighbourhood still re-

s
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member to have heard from their parents how Bob Clive
climbed to the top of the lofty steeple of Market-Drayton,
and with what terror the inhabitants saw him seated on a
stone spout near the summit. They also relate how he
formed all the idle lads of the town into a kind of predatory
army, and compelled the shopkeepers to submit to a tribute
of apples and half-pence, in consideration of which he guar-
anteed the security of their windows. He was sent from
school to school, making very little progress in his learning,
and gaining for himself every where the character of an
exceedingly naughty boy. One of his masters, it is said,
was sagacious enough to prophesy that the idle lad would
make a great figure in the world. But the general opinion
seems to have been that poor Robert was a dunce, if not a
reprobate. His family expected nothing good from such
slender parts and such a headstrong temper. It is not
strange, therefore, that they gladly accepted for him, when
he was in his eighteenth year, a writership in the service of
the East India Company, and shipped him off to make 8
fortune or to die of a fever at Madras.

Far different were the prospects of Clive from those of the
youths whom the East India College now annually sends to
the Presidencies of our Asiatic empire. The company was
then purely a trading corporation. Its territory consisted of
a few square miles, for which vent was paid to the native
governments. Its troops were scavcely numerous enough
to man the batteries of three or four ill-constructed forts,
which had been erected for the protection of the ware-
houses.  The natives, who coroposed a considerable part of
these little garvigons, had snot yet been trained in the dis-
cipline of lurope, and were armed, some with swords and
shields, some with bows and arrows. The business of the
servant of the Company was not, as now, to conduct the
judicial, financial, and diplomatic business of a great country,
but to take stock, to make advances to weavers, to ship car-
goes, and above all o keep an ¢ye on private traders who

< n
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dared to infringe the monopoly. The younger clerks were
so miserably paid that they could scarcely subsist without
incurring debt ; the elder enriched themselves by trading on
their own account : and those who lived to rise to the top of
the service often accumulated considerable fortunes.

Madras, to which Clive had been appointed, was, at this
time, perhaps, the first in importance of the Company’s
settlements. In the preceding century, Fort St. George
had arisen on a barren spot beaten by a raging surf; and
in the neighbourhood a town, inhabited by many thousands
of natives, had sprung up, as towns spring up in the East,
with the rapidity of the prophet’s gourd. There were al-
ready in the suburbs many white villas, each surrounded
by its garden, whither the wealthy agents of the Company
retired, after the labours of the desk and the warehouse, to
enjoy the cool breeze which springs up at sunset from the
Bay of Bengal. The habits of these mercantile grandees
appeat, to have been more profuse, luxurious, and ostenta-
tious, than those of the high judicial and political function-
aries who have succeeded them. But comfort was far less
understood. Many devices which now mitigate the heat of
the climate, preserve health, and prolong life, were unknown.
There was far less intercourse with Europe than at present.
The voyage by the Cape, which in our time has often been
performed within three months, was then very seldom ac-
complished in six, and was sometimes protracted to more
than a year. Consequently, the Anglo-Indian was then
much more estranged from his country, much more ad-
dicted to Oriental usages, and much less fitted to mix in
society after his return to Europe, than the Anglo-Indian
of the present day.

Within the fort and its precinets, the English governors
exercised, by permission of the native rulers, an extensive
authority, such as every great Indian landowner exercised
within his own domain. But they had never dreamed of
claiming independent power. The surrounding country was
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6 LORD CLIVE

governed by the Nabob of the Carnatic, a deputy of the
Viceroy of the Deccan, commonly called the Nizam, who
was himself only a deputy of the mighty prince designated
by our ancestors as the Great Mogul. Those names, once so
august and formidable, still remain. There is still a Nabob
of the Carnatic, who lives on a pension, allowed to him by
the Fnglish out of the revenues of the province which his
ancestors ruled. There i still a Nizam, whose capital is
overawed by a British cantonment, and to whom a British
resident gives, under the name of advice, commands which
are not to be disputed. There is still a Mogul, who is per-
mitted to play at holding courts and receiving petitions, but
who has less power to help or hurt than the youngest eivil
servant of the company.

Clive’s voyage was unusually tedious even for that age.
The ship remained some months at the Brazils, where the
young adventurer picked up some knowledge of Portuguese
and spent all bis pocket-money.  He did not arrive in India
il more than a year after he had left Bogland.  His sita
ation at Madras was most painful.  His funds were ox-
hausted. His pay was small.  He had contracted debts.
He was wretchedly lodged, no small calamity in a climate
which c¢an be made tolerable to an Kuropean only hy
spacious and well-placed apartments. He had been fur-
nished with letters of recommendation to a geutleman who
might have assisted him ; but when he landed at Fort Nt.
(eorge he found that this gentleman had sailed for England.
The lad’s shy and haughty disposition withheld him from
introducing himself to strangers. He was several months
in India before he became acquainted with o single family.
The climate affected his health and spirits. His duties were

of a kind ill suited to hie ardent and daring character. He
pined for his home, and in his letters to his relations ex-
pressed his feelings in language softer and more pensive
than we should have expected either from the waywardness
of his boyhood, or from the inflexible sternness of his later
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years. ‘T have not enjoyed,” says he, *“ one happy day since
I left my native country ; ” and again, “ I must confess, at
intervals, when I think of my dear native England, it affects
me in a very particular manner. If T should be so
far blest as to revisit again my own country, but more
especially Manchesfer, the centre of all my wishes, all that
T could hope or desire for would be presented before me in
one view.”

One solace he found of the most respectable kind. The
Governor possessed a good library, and permitted Clive to
have access to it. 'The young man devoted much of his
leisure to reading, and acquired at this time almost all the
knowledge of books that he ever possessed. As a boy he
had been too idle, as a man he soon became too busy, for
literary pursuits.

But neither climate nor poverty, neither study nor the
sorrows of a home-sick exile, could tame the desperate
audacity of his spivit.  He behaved to his official superiors
as he bad bebaved to his schoolmasters, and wan severs
times in danger of losing his situation. 'L'wice, while resid-
ing in the Writers’ Buildings, he attempted to destroy him-
self 3 and twice the pistol which he snapped at his own
head failed to go off. 'This circumstance, it is said. affected
him as a similar escape affected Wallenstein. After satisfy-
ing himself that the pistol was really well loaded, he burst
forth into an exclamation that surely he was resorved for
something great.

About this time an event which at first seemed likely to
destroy all his hopes in life suddenly opened before him a
new path to eminence.
years, distracted by the war of the Austrian succession.
(leorge the Second was the steady ally of Maria Theresa.
The house of Bourbon took the opposite side. Though
England was even then the first of maritime powers, she
was not, ag she has since become, more than a match on the
gea for all the nations of the world together ; and she found

Burope had been, during some !
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it difficult to maintain a contest against the united navies of
France and Spain. In the eastern seas France obtained the
ascendency. Labourdonnais, governor of Mauritius, a man
of eminent talents and virtues, conducted an expedition to
the continent of India in spite of the opposition of the
British fleet, landed, assembled an army, appeared before
Madras, and compelled the town and fort to capitulate.
The keys were delivered up ; the French colours were dis-
played on Fort St. George; and the contents of the Com-
pany’s warehouses were seized as prize of war by the
conquerors. Lt was stipulated by the capitulation that the
English inhabitants should be prisoners of war on parole,
and that the town should remain in the hands of the French
till it should be ransomed. Labourdonnais pledged his
honour that only a moderate ransom should be required.

But the snccess of Labourdonnais had awakened the jeal-
ousy of bis countryman, Dupleix, governor of Pondicherry.
Dupleix, morcover, had alveady begun to revolve gigantic
achemes, with which the restoration of Madras to the
English was by no means compatible,  He declaved that
Labourdonnais had gone beyond his powers ; that conquests
made by the French arms on the continent of Indin were at
the disposal of the governor of Pondicherry alone : and that
Madras should be rased to the ground. Labourdonnais was
compelled to yicld. Whe anger which the breach of the
capitulation excited among the English was increased by the
ungenerous manner in which Dupleix treated the principal
gervants of the Company. The Governor and several of the
first gentlemen of Fort St. George were earried under a guard
to Pondicherry, and conducted throogh the town in o tieiwn-
phal procession under the eyes of fifty thousand spectators.
Tt was with reason thought that this eross violation of
public faith absolved the inhabitants of Madras from the
engagements into which they had entered with Labour-
donnais. Clive tled from the town by night in the dis-
guise of a Mussalman, and took refuge at Fort St. David,
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one of the small English settlements subordinate to
Madras.

The circumstances in which he was now placed naturally
led him to adopt a profession better suited to his restless
and intrepid spirit than the business of examining packages
and casting accourts. He solicited and obtained an ensign’s
commission in the service of the Company, and at twenty-
one entered on his military career. His personal courage,
of which he had, while still a writer, given signal proof by
a desperate duel with a military bully who was the terror of
Fort St. David, speedily made him conspicuous even among
hundreds of brave men. He soon began to show in his new
calling other qualities which had not before been discerned
in him, judgment, sagacity, deference to legitimate ausho-
rity. He distingunished himself highly in several operations
againgt the French, and was particularly noticed by Major
Lawrence, who was then considered as the ablest British
officen in Todia,

Clive had been only o few months in the army when
intelligence arrived that peace had been concluded between
Great Britain and France, Dupleix was in consequence
compelled to vestore Madras to the English Company ; and
the young ensign was at liberty to resume his former
business. He did indeed return for a short time to his desk.
He again quitted it in order to assist Major Lawrence in
some pefty hostilities with the natives, and then again
returned to it.  While he was thus wavering between a
military and a commercial life, events took place which
decided his choice.  The politics of India assumed a new
aspect.  ''here was peace between the Knglish and French
(rowns ; but there arose between the English and French
Companies truding to the Bast a war most eventful and
important, & war in which the prize was nothing less than
the magnificent inheritance of the house of Tamerlane.

'The empire which Baber and his Moguls reared in the
gixteenth century was long one of the most extensive and
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splendid in the world. In no European kingdom was so
large a population subject to a single prinee, or so large a
revenue poured into the treasury. The beauty and magni-
ficence of the buildings erected by the sovereigns of Hindo-
stan, amazed even travellers who had seen St. Peter’s. The
innumerable retinues and gorgeous decerations which sur-
rounded the throne of Delhi dazzled even eyes which were
accusbomed to the pomp of Versailles. Some of the great
viceroys who held their posts by virtue of commissions from
the Mogul ruled as many subjects as the King of France or
the Emperor of Germany. Even the deputies of these
deputios might well rank, as to extent of territory and
amount of revenue, with the Grand Duke of Tuscany, or the
Elector of Saxony.

There can be little doubt that thig great empire, powerful
and prosperous as it appears on a superficial view, was yet,
even in its best days, far worse governed than the worst
governed parts of Hurope now are. The adminigtratign was
tainted with all the vices of Oriental despotism and with all
the vices inseparable from the domination of vace OVer race,
The contlicting pretensions of the princes of the royal house
produced a long series of crimes and public disasters. Am-
bitious licutenants of the sovereign sometimes aspired to
independence. Tierce tribes of Hindoos, impatient of a
foreign  yoke, frequently withheld tribute, repelled the
armies of the government from the mountain fastnesses,
and poured down in arms on the cultivated plaing,  In spite,
however, of much constant maladministration, in gpite of
oceasional convulsions which sheok the whole frame of
society, this great monarchy, on the whole, retained, during
some generations, an outward appearatce of unity, majesty,
and energy. But throughout the long reign of Aurnngrehe,
the state, notwithstanding all that the vigour and policy of
the prince could effect, was hastening to dissolution. = After
his death, which took place in the year 1707, the ruin was
fearfully rapid. Violent shocks from without co-operated with
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an incurable decay which was fast proceeding within ; and in
a few years the empire had undergone utter decomposition.

The history of the successors of Theodosius bears no small
analogy to that of the successors of Aurungzebe. But
perhaps the fall of the Carlovingians furnishes the nearest
parallel to the fall of the Moguls. Charlemagne was
scarcely interred when the imbecility and the disputes of
his descendants began to bring contempt on themselves and
destruction on their subjects. The wide dominion of the
Franks was severed into a thousand pieces. Nothing more
than a nominal dignity was left to the abject heirs of an
illustrious name, Charles the Bald, and Charles the Fat, and
Charles the Simple. Fierce invaders, differing from each
other in race, language, and religion, flocked, as if by con-
cert, from the farthest corners of the earth, to plunder
provinces which the government could no longer defend.
The pirates of the Northern Sea extended their ravages
from the Elbe to the Pyrences, and at length fixed their
seab in the rich valicy of the Heine. The Hungarian, in
whom the trembling monks fancied that they recognised
the Gog or Magog of prophecy, carried back the plunder
of the cities of Lombardy to the depths of the Pannonian
forests. The Saracen ruled in Sicily, desolated the fertile
plains of Campania, and spread terror even to the walls of
Rome. In the midst of these sufferings, a great internal
change passed upon the empire. The corruption of death
began to ferment into new forms of life. While the great
body, as a whole, was torpid and passive, every separate
member began to feel with a sense, and to move with an
energy all its own. Just here, in the most barren and
dreary tract of European history, all feudal privileges, all
modern nobility, take their source. Tt is to this point that
we trace the power of those princes, who, nominally vassals,
but really independent, long governed, with the titles of
dulkes, marquesses and counts, almost every part of the
dominions which had obeyed Charlemagne.

’
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Such or nearly such was the change which passed on the
Mogul empire during the forty years which followed the
death of Aurungzebe. A succession of nominal sovereigns,
sunk in indolence and debauchery, sauntered away life in
secluded palaces, chewing bang, fondling concubines, and
listening to buffoons. A succession of ferocious invaders
descended through the western passes, to prey on the defence-
less wealth of Hindostan. A Persian conqueror crossed the
Indus, marched through the gates of Delhi, and bore away
in triumph those treasures of which the magnificence had
astounded Roe and Bernier, the Peacock Throne, on which
the richest jewels of Golconda had been disposed by the
most skilful hands of Hurope, and the inestimable Mountain
of Light, which, after many strange vicissitudes, lately
shone in the bracelet of Runjeet Sing, and is now destined
to adorn the hideous idol of Orissa. The Afghan soon
followed to complete the work of devastation which the
Persian had begun. The warlike tribes of Rajpootana
threw off the Mussulman yoke. A band of mercenary
soldiers occupied Rohilcund. The Seiks ruled on the Indus.
The Jauts spread dismay along the Jumna. The highlands
which border on the western sea-coast of India poured forth
a yet more formidable race, a race which was long the terror
of every native power, and which, after many desperate and
doubtful struggles, yielded only to the fortune and genius of
England., It was under the reign of Aurungzebe that this
wild clan of plunderers first descended from their moun-
tains ; and soon after his death, every corner of his wide
empire learned to tremble at the mighty name of the
Mahrattas. Many fertile vice-royalties were entirely sub-
dued by them. Their dominions stretched across the
peningula. from gea to gea. Mahratta captaing reigned at
Poonah, at Gualior, in Guzerat, in Berar, and in Tanjore.
Nor did they, though they had become great sovereigns,
therefore cease to be frechooters. They still retained the
predatory habits of their forefathers. Every region which
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was not subject to their rule was wasted by their incursions.
Wherever their kettle-drums were heard, the peasant threw
his bag of rice on his shoulder, hid his small savings in his
girdle, and fled with his wife and children to the mountains
or the jungles, to the milder neighbourhood of the hyszena
and the tiger. Many provinces redeemed their harvests by
the payment of an annual ransom. Even the wretched
phantom who still bore the imperial title stooped to pay this
ignominious black-mail. The camp-fires of one rapacious
leader were seen from the walls of the palace of Delhi.
Another, at the head of his innumerable cavalry, descended
year after year on the ricefields of Bengal. Even the
Buropean factors trembled for their magazines. Less than
a hundred years ago, it was thought necessary to fortify
Calcutta against the horsemen of Berar; and the name of
the Mahratta ditch still preserves the memory of the
danger.

Wharever the viceroys of the Mogul retained authority
they became sovereigus. They might still acknowledge in
words the superiority of the house of Tamerlane; as a
Count of Flanders or a Duke of Burgundy might have
acknowledged the superiority of the most helpless driveller
among the later Carlovingians. They might occasionally
send to their titular sovereign a complimentary present,
or golicit from him a title of honour. In truth, however,
they were no longer lieutenants removable at pleasure, but
independent hereditary princes. In this way originated
those great Mussulman houses which formerly ruled Bengal
and the Carnatic, and those which stifl, thongh in a state of
vassnlage, exercise some of the powers of royalty at luck-
now and Hyderabad.

T what was this confusion to end ¢ Was the stvife to
continue during centuries 2 Was it to terminate in the rise
of another great monarchy ? Was the Mussulman or the
Maliratta to be the Lord of India ? Was another Baber to
descend from the mountains, and to lead the hardy tribes of

10

20




10

2

=
=

30

14 LORD CLIVE

Cabul and Chorasan against a wealthier and less warlike
race ¢ None of these cvents seemed improbable. But
scarcely any man, however sagacious, would have thought
it possible that a trading company, separated from India
by fifteen thousand miles of sea, and possessing in India
only a few acres for purposes of commerce, would, in less
than a hundred years, spread its empire from Cape Comorin
to the eternal snow of the Himalayas; would compel
Mahratta and Mahommedan to forget their mutual feuds
in common subjection ; would tame down even those wild
races which had resisted the most powerful of the Moguls ;
and, baving united under its laws a hundred millions of
subjects, would carry its victorious arms far to the east of
the Burrampooter, and far to the west of the Hydaspes,
dictate terms of peace at the gates of Ava, and seat its vassal
on the throne of Candahar.

The man who first saw that it was possible to found an
European empire on the ruins of the Mogul monarcky was
Dupleix. His restless, capacious, and inventive mind had
formed this scheme, at a time when the ablest servants of
the English Company were busied only about invoices and
bills of lading. Nor had he only proposed to himself the
ond. He had also a just and distinet view of the means
by which it was to be attained. He clearly saw that the
greatest force which the princes of India could bring into
the field would be no mateh for a small body of men trained
in the discipline, and guided by the tactics, of the West.
He saw also that the natives of India might, under
European commanders, be formed into armies, such as Saxe
or Frederic would be proud to command. He was perfectly
aware that the most easy and convenient way in which an
Kuropean adventurer could exercise sovercignty in India,
was to govern the motions, and to speak through the mouth
of some glittering puppet dignified by the title of Nabob or
Nizam. The arts both of war and policy, which a few years
later were employed with such signal success by the English,
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were first understood and practised by this ingenious and
aspiring Frenchman.

The situation of India was such that scarcely any aggres-
gion could be without a pretext, either in old laws or in
recent practice. All rights were in a state of utter un-
certainty ; and the Europeans who took part in the disputes
of the natives confounded the confusion, by applying to
Asiatic politics the public law of the West and analogies
drawn from the feudal system. If it was convenient to
treat a Nabob as an independent prince, there was an ex-
cellent plea for doing so. He was independent in fact. If
it was convenient to treat him as a mere deputy of the Court
of Delhi, there was no difficulty ; for he was so in theory.
If it was convenient to consider his office as an hereditary
dignity, or as a dignity held during life only, or as a dignity
held only during the good pleasure of the Mogul, arguments
and precedents might be found for every one of those views.
The pazty who had the heir of Baber in their hands repre-
sented him as the undoubted, the legitimate, the absolute
sovereign, whom all subordinate authorities were bound to
obey. The party against whom his name was used did not
want plausible pretexts for maintaining that the empire was
de facto dissolved, and that, though it might be decent to
treat the Mogul with respect, as a venerable relic of an order
of things which had passed away, it was absurd to regard
him as the real master of Hindostan.

In the year 1748, died one of the most powerful of the
new masters of India, the great Nizam al Mulk, Viceroy of
the Deccan. His authority descended to his son, Nazir Jung.
Of the provinces subject to this high functionary, the
Carnatic was the wealthiest and the most extensive. It
was governed by an ancient Nabob, whose name the English
corrupted into Anaverdy Khan.

But there were pretenders to the government both of the
viceroyalty and of the subordinate province. Mirzapha
Jung, a grandson of Nizam al Mulk, appeared as the com-

10
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petitor of Nazir Jung. Chunda Sahib, son-in-law of a
former Nabob of the Carnatic, disputed the title of Ana-
verdy Khan. In the unsettled state of Indian law, it was
easy for both Mirzapha Jung and Chunda Sahib to make
oub something like a claim of right. In a society altogether
disorganised, they had no difficulty in.finding greedy ad-
venturers to follow their standards. They united their
interests, invaded the Carnatic, and applied for assistance to
the French, whose fame had been raised by their success
10 against the English in the recent war on the coast of
Coromandel.

Nothing could have happened more pleaging to the subtle
and ambitious Dupleix. To make a Nabob of the Carnatic,
to make a Viceroy of the Deccan, to rule under their names
the whole of southern India ; this was indeed an attractive
prospect.  He allied himself with the pretenders, and sent
four bundred French soldiers, and two thousand sepoys,
disciplined after the Buropean fashion, fo the daiee of
his confederates. A baille was foughi.
40 tinguished themselves greatly,  Anaverdy Khan was defeated
and slain.  His son Mahommed Ali, who was afterwards
well known in England as the Nabob of Arcot, and whao
owes to the eloquence of Burke a modi aneaviable tmmor
tality, fled with a seanty vemnant of his army to "T'richin-
opoly ; and the conguerors became ab onae masters of almest
every parb of the Carnatic.

This was but the beginning of the greatness of Dupleix.
After some months of fighting, negotistion, and intirigue. his
ability and good fortune seemed o have prevailed every
where. Nazir Jung porished by the hands of his owi fol-
lowers ; Mirzapha Jung was master of the Decean ; and the
prinpl of French wnne wad Feeneh polisy was complate,
At Pondichercy all wag exultation and festivity. Salutes
were fived from the batteries, and 7T'¢ Dewn sung in the
churches. The new Nizum came thither to visit his allies ;
and the ceremony of his installation was performed there

e s T
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with great pomp. Dupleix, dressed in the garb worn by
Mahommedans of the highest rank, entered the town in the
same palanquin with the Nizam, and, in the pageant which
followed, took precedence of all the court. He was declared
Governor of India from the river Kistna to Cape Comorin,
a country about as,large as France, with authority superior
even to that of Chunda Sahib. e was intrusted with the
command of seven thousand cavalry. It was announced that
no mint would be suffered to exist in the Carnatic except
that at Pondicherry. A large portion of the treasures which
former Viceroys of the Deccan had accumulated found its
way into the coffers of the French governor. It was rumoured
that he had received two hundred thousand pounds sterling
in money, besides many valuable jewels. In fact, there could
scarcely be any limits to his gains. He now ruled thirty
millions of people with almost absolute power. No honour
or emolument could be obtained from the government but
by his,intervention. No petition, unless signed by him, was
perused by the Nizam.

Mirzapha Jung survived his elevation only a few months.
But another prince of the same house was raised to the
throne by Krench influence, and ratified all the promises of
his predecessor.  Dupleix was now the greatest potentate in
India. His countrymen boasted that his name was men-
tioned with awe even in the chambers of the palace of Delbi.
The native population looked with amazement on the pro-
gress which, in the short space of four years, an European
adventurer had made towards dominion in Asia. Nor was
the vain-gloricus Frenchman content with the reality of
power. e loved to display hin greatness with arrogant
ostentation before the eyes of his subjects and of his rivals.
Near the spot where his policy had obtained its chief
triumph, by the fall of Nazir Jung and the elevation of
Mirzapha, he determined to erect a column, on the four sides
of which four pompous inscriptions, in four Ilanguages, should
proclaim his glory to all the nations of the Fast. Medals
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stamped with emblems of his successes were buried beneath
the foundations of this stately pillar, and round it arose a
town bearing the haughty name of Dupleix Fatihabad,
which is, being interpreted, the City of the Victory of
Dupleix.

The English had made some feeble and irresolute attempts
to stop the rapid and brilliant career of the rival Company,
and continued to recognise Mahommed Ali as Nabob of the
Carnatic. But the dominions of Mahommed Ali consisted of

10 Trichinopoly alone ; and Trichinopoly was now invested by

Chunda Sahib and his French auxiliaries. To raise the siege
seemed impossible. The small force which was then at
Madras had no commander. Major Lawrence had returned
to England : and not a single officer of established character
remained in the settlement. The natives had learned to
look with contempt on the mighty nation which was soon to
conquer and to rule them. They had seen the Hrench
colours flying on Fort St. George ; they had seen the chiefs
of the English factory led in triumpl: through the streets of

20 Pondicherry ; they had seen the arms and counsels of

Dupleix every where successtul, while the opposition which
the authorities of Madras had made to his progress, had
gerved only to expose their own weakness, and to heighten
his glory. At this moment, the valour and genius of an
obscure English youth suddenly turned the tide of fortune.
Clive was now twenty-five years old. After hesitating for
gome time between a military and a commercial life, he had
at length been placed in a post which partook of both char-
acters, that of commissary to the troops, with the rank of
30 captain. The present emergency called forth all his powers.
He represented to his superiors that, unless some vigorous
efforts were made, Trichinopoly would fall, the House of
Anaverdy Khan would perish, and the French would become
the real masters of the whole peninsula of India. It was
absolutely necessary to strike some daring blow. If an
attack were made on Arcot, the capital of the Carnatic, and
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the favourite residence of the Nabobs, it was not impossible
that the siege of Trichinopoly would be raised. The heads
of the English settlement, now thoroughly alarmed by the
success of Dupleix, and apprehensive that, in the event of a
new war between France and Great Britain, Madras would
be instantly taken and destroyed, approved of Clive’s plan,
and intrusted the éxecution of it to himself. The young
captain was put at the head of two hundred English soldiers,
and three hundred sepoys armed and disciplined after the
European fashion. Of the eight officers who commanded
this little force under him, only two had ever been in action,
and four of the eight were factors of the company, whom
Clive’s example had induced to offer their services. The
weather was stormy ; but Clive pushed on, through thunder,
lightning, and rain, to the gates of Arcot. The garrison, in
a pauic, evacuated the fort, and the English entered it with-
out a blow.

But Clive well knew that he should not be suffered to
rotain tndisturbed possession of his conquest. He ingtantly
began to collect provisions, to throw up works, and to
make preparations for sustaining a siege. The garrison,
which had fled at his approach, had now recovered from
its dismay, and, having been swollen by large reinforce-
ments from the neighbourhood to a force of three thousand
men, encamped close to the town., At dead of night, Clive
marched out of the fort, attacked the camp by surprise,
slew great numbers, dispersed the rest, and returned to
his quarters without having lost a single man.

The intelligence of these events was soon carried to
Chunda Sahib, who, with his French allies, was besieging
Trichinopoly. He immediately detached four thousand
men from his camp, and sent them to Arcot. They were
speedily jomed by the remains of the force which Clive
had lately scattered. They were further strengthened by
two thousand men from Vellore, and by a still more
important reinforcement of a hundred and fifty French

20
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goldiers whom Dupleix despatehed from Pondicherry. The
whole of this arnty, amounting to about ten thousand men,
was under the command of Rajah Sahib, son of Chunda
Sahib.

Rajoh Sahib proceeded to invest the fort of Arcot,
l which seemed quite incapable of sustaining a siege. The
’ walls were tuinous, the ditches dry, the ramparts too

narrow to admit the guns, the battlements too low to
1 protect the soldiers. The little garrison had been greatly
i 10 reduced by casualties. It now consisted of a hundred
and twenty Huropeans and two hundred sepoys. Only
four officers were left ; the stock of provisions was scanty ;

| and the commander, who had to conduct the defence

! under circumstances so discouraging, was a young man of
five and twenty, who had been bred a book-keeper.

During fifty days the siege went on. During fifty days

the young captain maintained the defence, with a firmness.
I vigilance, and ability, which would have done honour ,to
the oldest marshal in Burope. The breach, however, in-
920 creased day by day. The garrison began to feel the
pressure of hunger. Under such circumstances, any troops
so scantily provided with officers might have been expeciod
to show signs of insubordination; and the danger was
peculiarly great in a force composed of men differing
widely from each other in extraction, colour. language,
manners, and rveligion.  Buf the devotion of the little
band to its chief surpassed any thing that is related of
the Tenth Legion of Ciesar, or of the Old Guard of
| Napoleon. The sepoys came fo Clive, not to uur.n,pl.wm of
| 30 their scanty fare, bub to propose thab all the geain 'b‘lm.llltl
' be given to the Huropeans, who requited mmore unurml.n-
I ment than the nativeg of Asia. The thin gruel, they said,
i which was strained away from the rice, would suffice for
themselves.  History contains no more touching ingtance
I of military fidelity, or of the influence of a commanding
mind.

LORD CLIVE 21

An attempt made by the Government of Madras to
relieve the place had failed. But there was hope from
another quarter. A body of six thousand Mahrattas, half
goldiers, half robbers, under the command of a chief
named Morari Row, had been hired to assist Mahommed
Ali; but thinking.the French power irresistible, and the
triumph of Chunda Sahib certain, they had hitherto
remained inactive on the frontiers of the Carnatic. The
fame of the defence of Arcot roused them from their
torpor. Morari Row declared that he had never before 10
believed that Englishmen could fight, but that he would
willingly help them since he saw that they had spirit to
help themselves. Rajah Sahib learned that the Mahrattas
were in motion. It was necessary for him to be expedi-
tious. He first tried negotiation. He offered large bribes
to Clive, which were rejected with scorn. He vowed that,
if his proposals were not accepted, he would instantly
storm the fort, and put every man in it to the sword.
Clive told him in reply, with characterisiic haughtiness,
that his father was an wusurper, that his army was a 20
rabble, and that he would do well to think twice before
he sent such poltroons into a breach defended by English
soldiers.

Rajah Sahib determined to storm the fort. The day
way well suited to a bold military enterprise. It was the
great Mahommedan festival which is sacred to the memory
of Hosein the son of Ali. The history of Islam contains
nothing more touching than the event which gave rise to
that solemnity. The mournful legend relates how the
chief of the Fatimites, when all his brave followers had 30
perished round him, drank his latest draught of water,
and uttered his latest prayer, how the assassing carried his
head in triumph, how the tyrant smote the lifeless lips
with his staff, and how a few old men recollected with
tears that they had seen those lips pressed to the lips of
the Prophet of God. After the lapse of near twelve
«
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centuries, the recurrence of this solemn season excites the
fiercest and saddest emotions in the bosoms of the devout
Moslem of India. They work themselves up to such
agonies of rage and lamentation that some, it is said,
have given up the ghost from the mere effect of mental
excitement. They believe that whoever, during this
festival, falls in arms against the infidels, atones by his
death for all the sins of his life, and passes at once to
the garden of the Houris. It was at this time that Rajah

10 Sahib determined to assault Arcot. Stimulating drugs

were employed to aid the effcct of religious zeal, and the
besiegers, drunk with enthusiasm, drunk with bang, rushed
furiously to the attack.

Clive had received secret intelligence of the design, had
made his arrangements, and, exhausted by fatigue, had
thrown himsclf on his bed. He was awakened by the
alarm, and was instantly at his post. The enemy advanced
driving before them. elephants whose foreheads were armed
with iron plates. Lb was expected that the gates would

20 yield to the shock of these living battering-rams., But

the huge beasts no sooner felt the Hnglish musket-balls
than they turned round, and rushed fariously away,
trampling on the multitude which had urged them forward.
A raft was launched on the water which filled one part
of the ditch. Clive, perceiving that his gunners ol thab
post did not understand their business, took the manage-
ment of a piece of artillery himself, and cleared the raft
in a few minutes. Where the moat was dry, the assail-
ants mounted with great boldness ; but they were received

30 with a firte 80 heavy and so well-directed, that it soon

quelled the courage even of fanaticism and of intoxication.
The tear ranks of the Bnglish kept the front ranks
supplied with a constant succession of loaded muskets.
and every shot told on the living mass below.  After
three desperate onsets, the besiegers retired behind the
diteh.
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The struggle lasted about an hour. Four hundred of the
assailants fell. The garrison lost only five or six men. The
besieged passed an anxious night, looking for a renewal of
the attack. But when day broke, the enemy were no more
to be seen. They had retired, leaving to the English several
guns and a large quantity of ammunition.

The news was received at Fort St. George with transports
of joy and pride. Clive was justly regarded as a man equal
to any command. Two hundred English soldiers, and seven
hundred sepoys were sent to him, and with this force he
instantly commenced offensive operations. He took the fort
of Timery, effected a junction with a division of Morari
Row’s army, and hastened, by forced marches, to attack
Rajah Sahib, who was at the head of about five thousand
men, of whom three hundred were French. The action was
sharp, but Clive gained a complete victory. The military
chest of Rajah Sahib fell into the hands of the conquerors.
Six hundred sepoys, who had served in the enemy’s army,
came ovver to Clive's guarters, and were tuken into the
British service. Conjeveram surrendered without a blow.
The governor of Arnee deserted Chunda Sahib, and recog-
nised the title of Mahommed Al

Had the entire direction of the war been intrusted to
(llive, it would probably have been brought to a speedy
close. But the timidity and incapacity which appeared in
all the movements of the English, except where he was
personally present, protracted the struggle. The Mahrattas
mutfered that his soldiers were of a different race from the
British whom they found elsewhere. The effect of this
languor was, that in no long time Rajah BSahib, at the head
of a considerable army, in which were four hundred French
troopy, appeared almost under the gung of Fort St George
and laid waste the villas and gardens of the gentlemen of
the English settlement. But he was again encountered and
defeated by Cllive. More than a hundred of the French were
killed or taken, a loss more serious than that of thousands of

30



24 LORD CLIVE

natives. The victorious army marched from the field of
battle to Fort St. David. On the road lay the City of the
Victory of Dupleix, and the stately monument which was
designed to commemorate the triumphs of France in the
East. Clive ordered both the city and the monument to be
rased to the ground. He was induced; we believe, to take
this step, not by personal or national malevolence, but by a
just and profound policy. The town and its pompous name,
the pillar and its vaunting inscriptions, were among the
10 devices by which Dupleix had laid the public mind of India
under a spell. This spell it was Clive’s business to break.
The natives had been taught that France was confessedly the
first power in Europe, and that the English did not presume
to dispute her supremacy. No measure could be more effectual
for the removing of this delusion than the public and solemn
demolition of the French trophies.

The government of Madras, encouraged by these events,
determined to send a strong detachment, under Clive, to
roinforce the garrison of "Wrichinopoly. But just at this
20 copjuncture, Major Lawrence arrived from England, and
assumed the chief command, From the waywardness and
impatience of control which had characterised Clive, both at
school and in the counting-house, it might have been expected
that be would not, after such achievements, act with zeal snd
good humour in a subordinate capacity. But Lawrence had
carly treated him with kindness ; and it is bare justice to
Clive to say that, proud and overbearing as he was, kindness
was never thrown away upon him. He cheerfully placed
himself under the orders of his old friend, and exerted him-
30 solf as strenuously in the second post as he could have done
in the first. Lawrence well knew the value of such assist-
ance. 'Though himsdlf gifted with no intellectual faculty
higher than plain good sense, he fully appreciated the powers
of his brilliant coadjutor. Though he had made a methodical
study of military tactics, and, like all men regularly bred to
a profession, was disposed to look with disdain on inter-

LORD CLIVE 25

lopers, he had yet liberality enough to acknowledge that
Clive was an exception to common rules. * Some people,”
be wrote, *“ are pleased to term Captain Clive fortunate and
lucky ; but, in my opinion, from the knowledge I have of
the gentleman, he deserved and might expect from his con-
duct every thing as it fell out ;—a man of an undaunted
resolution, of a cool temper, and of a presence of mind which
never left him in the greatest danger—born a soldier; for,
without a military education of any sort, or much conversing

with any of the profession, from his judgment and good 10

sense, he led on an army like an experienced officer and
a brave soldier, with a prudence that certainly warranted
success.”’

The French had no commander to oppose to the two
friends. Dupleix, not inferior in talents for negotiation
and intrigue to any European who has borne a part in the
revolutions of India, was not qualified to direct in person
military operations. He had not been bred a soldier, and
had no iuclination to become vne.  His enemies socused him
of personal cowardice ; and he defended himself in a strain 20
worthy of Captain Bobadil. He kept away from shot, he
said, because silence and tranquillity were propitious to his
geniug, and he found it difficult to pursue his meditations
amidst the noise of fire-arms. He was thus under the neces-
sity of intrusting to others the execution of his great warlike
designs ; and he bitterly complained that he was ill served.
He had indeed been assisted by one officer of eminent merit,
the celebrated Bussy. But Bussy had marched northward
yvith the Nizam, and was fully employed in looking after
llih'l own interests, and those of France, at the court of that 30
prince. Among the officers who remained with Dupleix,
there was not a single man of capacity ; and many of them
were boys, at whose ignorance and folly the common soldiers
laughed.

' '.‘L‘h{‘, English triumphed every where. The besiegers of
Lrichinopoly were themselves besieged and compel.led to
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capitulate. Chunda Sahib fell into the .hanfls of the Mah-
rattas, and was put to death, at the instigation prol.)ably of
his competitor, Mahommed Ali. The spirit of ]?uplem, l}ow-
ever, was unconquerable, and his resources mex%lausmble.
From his employers in Europe he no longer received help
or countenance. They condemned his policy. They gave
him no pecuniary assistance. They sent 'him for t.roops
only the sweepings of the galleys. Yet. stlll. he persisted,
intrigued, bribed, promised, lavished his private ?ortl'me,
10 wtrained his evedit, procured new diplomas from Delhi, ral'sed
up new enemies to the government of Madras on every e‘alde,
and found tools even among the allies of the Enghsh Com-
pany. Bub all was in vain.  Slowly, but stmdlly,l‘ihe power
of Britain continued to increase, and that of France to
decline. ! .
The health of (live had never been good during his vesi-
dence in India; and his counstitution was now .40‘ much
impaired, that he determined to veturn fo Engl‘n.m" l;u{'(‘n'n
hig departure he underiook n service of considerable (i}llh
20 salty. sand performed i with his usual vigour and dexterity.
'I‘hn.' forts ;nf Covelong and Chingleput were oceupied by
Wrench garrisons, 1t was determined o send a foree :L;:n,ius!j
them. But the only force available for this purpose was ('-i
such a deseription that no officer but Clive wonld visk his
reputation by commanding it. ,l.‘r,. cn‘misted. of five }nn‘u!. ced
newly-levied sopoys, and two hundred recruits who 1\:»(1 just:
1&11(1;«1 from HEneland, and who were the worst and lowest
wretehes 1hat the Company’s evimps could pick wp in the
flash-houses of London. C(live, ill and exhausted as he was,
30 undertook to make an arny of this wndisciplined rabble, and
marched with them to Covelong. A shot from the fort killed
one of these extwwordinary soldices ; o which oll the reat
faced about and ran away, and it was with the ;::r(»:myust
difiiculty that Clive rallied them,  On another occasion, the

noigse of a gun terrified the sentinels so much fhat one of

them was found, some hours later, at the bottom of a well.
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Clive gradually accustomed them to danger, and, by ex-
posing himself constantly in the most perilous situations,
shamed them into courage. He at length succeeded in
forming a respectable force out of his unpromising materials,
Covelong fell. Clive learned that a strong detachment was
marching to relieve.it from Chingleput. He took measures
to prevent the enemy from learning that they were too late,
laid an ambuscade for them on the road, killed a hundred
of them with one fire, took three hundred prisoners, pursued
the fugitives to the gates of Chingleput, laid siege instantly
to that fastness, reputed one of the strongest in India, made
a breach, and was on the point of storming when the French
commandant capitulated and retired with his men,

Clive returned to Madras victorious, but in a state of
health which rendered it impossible for him to remain there
long.  He married at this time a young lady of the name of
Maskelyne, sister of the eminent mathematician, who long
held the post of Astronomer Royal. She is described as
bandsome wud accomplished ; and her husband’s letters, it is
saidl, contain proofs that he was devotedly attached to her.

Almost, immediately after the marriage, Clive embarked
with Lis bride for Kugland, He returned a very ditferent,
person from the poor slighted boy who had been sent out ten
years before to seek his fortune. He was only twenty-seven ;
yeb his country alveady respected him as one of her first
soldiers.  There was then general peace in Europe. The
Carnatic was the only part of the world where the English
and French were in arms againsti each other. The vast
schemes of Dupleix had excited no small uneasiness in the

chiefly owing to the courage and talents of Clive, had been
hailed with great do

light. The young vaptain was known at
the India House by the honourable mickname of General
Clive, and was toasied by that appellation at the feasts of the
Directors.  On his arrival in England, he found himself an
object of general interest and admiration. The Bast India
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city of London ; and the rapid turn of fortune, which was 30
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Company thanked him for his services in the warmest terms,
and bestowed on him a sword set with diamonds. With rare
delicacy, he refused to receive this token of gratitude unless
a similar compliment were paid to his friend and commander,
Lawrence.

Tt may easily be supposed that Clive was most cordially
welcomed home by his family, who were delighted by his
success, though they scem to have been bardly able to com-
prehend how their naughty idle Bobby had become so great
a man. His father had been singularly hard of belief. Not
until the news of the defence of Arcot arrived in England
was the old gentleman heard to growl out that, after all, the
hooby had something in him. His expressions of approba-
tion became stronger and stronger as news arrived of one
brifliant exploit after another; and he was at length im-
moderately fond and proud of his son.

Glive’s relations had very substantial reasons for rejoicing
at his return. Considerable sums of prize-money hed fallen
to his share ; and he had brought home u moderate forbune,
part of which he expended in extricaling his father from
pecuniary difficulties, and in redeeming the family estate.
The remainder he appears to have dissipated in the course of
about two years. He lived splendidly, dressed gaily even for
those times, kept a carriage and saddle horses, and, not
content with these ways of gotting rid of his money, resorted
to the most speedy and cffectual of all modes of evacuation,
a contested election followed by a petition.

At the time of the general election of 1754, the government
was in a very singular state. There was scarcely any formal
opposition. The Jacobites had been cowed by the issue of
the last rebellion. The Tory party had fallen into utter
contempt, 1t had been deserted by all the men of talents
who had belonged to it, and had scarcely given a symptom of
life during some years. The small faction which had been
held together by the influence and promises of TPrince
Frederic, had been dispersed by his death, Almost every
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public man of distinguished talents in the kingdom, whatever
his early connections might have been, was in office, and
called himself a Whig. But this extraordinary appearance
of concord was quite delusive. The administration itself was
distracted by bitter enmities and conflicting pretensions.
The chief object of. its members was to depress and supplant
each other. The prime minister, Newcastle, weak, timid,
jealous, and perfidious, was at once detested and despised by
some of the most important members of his government, and
by none more than by Henry Fox, the Secretary at War.
This able, daring, and ambitious man seized every oppor-
tunity of crossing the First Lord of the Treasury, from whom
he well knew that he had little to dread and little to hope ;
for Newcastle was through life equally afraid of breaking
with men of parts and of promoting them.

Newcastle had set his heart on returning two members for
St. Michacl, one of those wretched Cornish boroughs which
were gwept away by the Reform Act in 1832. He was
opposed by Lord Sandwich, whose influence had long been
paramount there : and Fox exerted himself strenuously in
Nandwich’s behalf. Clive, who had been introduced to Fox,
and very kindly reccived by him, was brought forward on
the Sandwich interest, and was returned. But a petition
was presented against the return, and was backed by the
whole influence of the Duke of Newcastle.

The case was heard, according to the usage of that time,
before a committee of the whole House. Questions respect-
ing elections were then considered merely as party questions.
Judicial impartiality was not even affected. Sir Robert
Walpole was in the habit of saying openly that, in election
battles, there ought to be no quarter. On the present
oceagion the excitement was great. The matter really at
issue was, not whether Clive had been properly or improperly
returned, but whether Newcastle or Fox was to be master of
the new House of Clommons, and consequently first minister.
The contest was long and obstinate, and suceess scemed to
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