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lean sometimes to one side and sometimes to the other. Fox
put forth all his rare powers of debate, beat half the lawyers
in the House at their own weapons, and carried division
after division against the whole influence of the Treasury.
The committee decided in Clive’s favour. But when the
resolution was reported to the House, things took a different
course. The remnant of the Tory Opposition, contemptible
as it was, had yet sufficient weight to turn the scale between
the nicely-balanced parties of Newcastle and Fox. Newcastle
the Tories could only despise. TFox they hated, as the
boldest and most subtle politician and the ablest debater
among the Whigs, as the steady friend of Walpole, as the
devoted adherent of the Duke of Cumberland. After waver-
ing till the last moment, they determined to vote in a body
with the Prime Minister’s friends. The consequence was
that the House, by a small majority, rescinded the decision
of the committee, and Clive was unseated.

Bjected from Parliament and straitened in his mepns, he
naturally began to look again towards India. The Compuny
and the Government were eager to avail themselves of his
services. A treaty favourable to Hngland had indeed been
concluded in the Carnatic. Dupleix had been superseded,
and had returned with the wreck of his immense fortune to
Turope, where calumny and. chicanery soon hunfed him to
his grave. But many signs indicated that a war betweon
France and Great Britain wag at hand ; and it was therefore
thought desivable to send an able commander to the Com-
pany’s settlements in India.  The Directors appointed Clive
governor of Fort 8t. David. The King gave him the com-
mission of a lieutenant-colonel in the British army, and in
1755 he again sailed for Asia.

The fitsl seivice on which he was employed after his
return to the Hast wag the reduction of the stronghold of
Gherinh.  'This fortress, built on a craggy promontory, and
almost, surrounded by the ocean, was the den of a pirate
named Angria, whose barks had long been the terror of
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the Arabian Gulf. Admiral Watson, who commanded the
English squadron in the Eastern seas, burned Angria’s
fleet, while Clive attacked the fastness by land. The place
soon fell, and a booty of a hundred and fifty thousand
pounds sterling was divided among the conquerors.

After this exploit, Clive proceeded to his government of
Fort St. David. Before he had been there two months,
he received intelligence which called forth all the energy of
his bold and active mind.

Of the provinces which had been subject to the House 10

of Tamerlane, the wealthiest was Bengal. No part of
India possessed such natural advantages, both for agricul-
ture and for commerce. The Ganges, rushing through a
hundred channels to the sea, has formed a vast plain of
rich mould which, even under the tropical sky, rivals the
verdure of an English April. The rice fields yield an in-
crease such as is elsewhere unknown. Spices, sugar, vege-
table pils, are produced with marvellous exuberance. The
vivers afford an neabaustible supply of iish. The desolate

islandy along the sea-coast, overgrown by noxious vegeta- 20

tion, and swarming with deer and tigers, supply the
cultivated districts with abundance of salt. The great
stream which fertilises the soil is, at the same time, the
chief highway of Eastern commerce. On its banks, and
on those of its tributary waters, ave the wealthiest marts,
the most splendid capitals, and the most sacred shrines of
India. The tyranny of man had for ages struggled in
vain against the overflowing bounty of nature. In spite
of the Mussulman despot, and of the Mahratta frecbooter,

Bengal was known through the East as the garden of 30

Kden, as the rich kingdom. Its population multiplied ex-
sopdinaly.  Distant  provinces were nourighead from the
overflowing of its granaries; and the noble ladies of
London and Paris were clothed in the delicate produce of
its looms. The race by which this rich tract was peopled,
enervated by a soft climate awd accustomed to peaceful




10

20

30

32 LORD CLIVE

avocations, bore the same relation to other Asiatics which
the Asiatics generally bear to the bold and energetic
children of Europe. The Castilians have a proverb that
in Valencia the earth is water and the men women; and
the description is at least equally applicable to the vast
plain of the Lower Ganges. Whatever .the Bengalee does
he does languidly. His favourite pursuits are sedentary.
He shrinks from bodily exertion; and, though voluble in
dispute, and singularly pertinacious in the war of chicane,
he seldom engages in a personal conflict, and scarcely ever
enlists as a soldier. We doubt whether there be a
hundred genuine Bengalees in the whole army of the East
India Company. 'There never, perhaps, existed a people so
thoroughly fitted by nature and by habit for a foreign
yoke.

The great commercial companies of Europe had long
possessed factories in Bengal. The French were settled,
as they still are, at Chandernagore on the Hoogley.
Higher up the stream the Dbl teaders held Chinsarah.
Nearer to the sea, the English had built Fort William.
A church and ample warehouses rose in the vicinity. A
row of spacious houses, belonging to the chief factors of
the Hast India Company, lined the banks of the river;
and in the neighbourhood had sprung up a large and
busy native town, where some Hindoo merchants of great
opulence had fixed their abode. But the tract now
covered by the palaces of Chowringhee contained only a
few miserable huts thatched with straw. A jungle, aban-
doned to waterfowl and alligators, covered the site of the
present  citadel, and the Course, which is now daily
crowded at sunset with the gwyest equipages of Calcutt.
For the gronnd on which the settlement stood, the Fng
lish, like other great landholders, paid rent to the govern-
ment ; and they were, like other great landholders,
permitted to exercise a certain jurisdiction within their
domain.
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The great province of Bengal, together with Orissa and
Bahar, had long been governed by a viceroy, whom the
English called Aliverdy Khan, and who, like the other
viceroys of the Mogul, had become virtually independent.
He died in 1756, and the sovereignty descended to his
grandson, a youth under twenty years of age, who bore
the name of Surajah Dowlah. Oriental despots are perhaps
the worst class of human beings; and this unhappy boy
was one of the worst specimens of his class. His under-
standing was naturally feeble, and his temper naturally
unamiable. His education had been such as would have
enervated even a vigorous intellect and perverted even a
generous disposition. He was unreasonable, because nobody
ever dared to reason with him, and selfish, because he had
never been made to feel himself dependent on the good-
will of others. Early debauchery had unnerved his body
and his mind. He indulged immoderately in the use of
ardent spirits, which inflamed his weak brain almost to
madness. I3 chosen companions were flatterers, sprung
from the dregs of the people, and recommended by
nothing but buffoonery and servility. It is said that he
had arrived at that last stage of human depravity, when
cruelty becomes pleasing for its own sake, when the sight
of pain, as pain, where no advantage is to be gained, no
offence punished, no danger averted, is an agrecable excite-
ment. Tt had early been his amusement to torture beasts
and birds; and, when he grew up, he enjoyed with still
keener relish the misery of his fellow-creatures.

Krom a child Surajah Dowlah had hated the English.
Tt was his whim to do so; and his whims were never
opposed. He had also formed a very exaggerated notion
of the wealth which might be obtained by plundering
them ; and his feeble and uncultivated mind was incapable
of perceiving that the riches of Calcutta, had they been
even greater than he imagined, would not compensate him
for what he must lose, if the Euxe %{1 ek, E&'E\Q‘I .
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Bengal was a chief seat, should be driven by his violence
to some other quarter. Pretexts for a quarrel were
readily found. The English, in expectation of a war with
Trance, had begun to fortify their settlement without
gpecial permission from the Nabob. A rich native, whom
he longed to plunder, had taken refuge at Calcutta, and
had not been delivered up. On such grounds as these
Surajah Dowlah marched with a great army against Fort
William.

The servants of the Company at Madras had been forced
by Dupleix to become statesmen and soldiers. Those in
Bengal were still mere traders, and were terrified and
bewildered by the approaching danger. The governor, who
had heard much of Surajah Dowlah’s cruelty, was frightened
out of his wits, jumped into a boat, and took refuge in the
nearcst ship.  The military commandant thought that he
could not do better than follow so good an example. The
fort was taken after a feeble resistance ; and great numbers
of ihe Hnglish foll fntv the hands of the conguerors.  The
Nabob scated himsel with regal pomp in the principal
hall of the factory. and ordered Mr. Holwell, the first in
rank wnong the prisoners, to be brought before him.  His
Highness abused the insolence of the English, and grumbled
at the smallness of the treasure which he had found ; but
promised to spare their lives, and retired to rest.

Then was committed that great crime, memorable for
its singular atrocity, memorable for the tremendous retri-
bution by which it was followed. The English captives
were left to the mercy of the guards, and the guards
determined to secure them for the night in the prison of
the garrison, a chamber known by the fearful name of the
Rlack Hole, Rven for a gingle Eanropean malefactor, that
dungeon would, in such a climate, have been too close and
narrow. The space was only twenty feet square. The air-
holes were small and obstructed. It was the summer sol-
stice, the season when the fierce heat of Bengal can
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scarcely be rendered tolerable to natives of England by
lofty halls and the constant waving of fans. The
number of the prisoners was one hundred and forty-six.
When they were ordered to enter the cell, they imagined
that the soldiers were joking; and, being in high spirits
on account of the promise of the Nabob to spare their
lives, thoy laughed and jested at the absurdity of the
notion. They soon discovered their mistake. They expos-
tulated ; they entreated; but in vain. The guards
threatened to cut down all who hesitated. The captives
were driven into the cell at the point of the sword, and
the door was instantly shut and locked upon them.

Nothing in history or fiction, not even the story which
Ugolino told in the sea of everlasting ice, after he had
wiped his bloody lips on the scalp of his murderer,
approaches the horrors which were recounted by the few
gurvivors of that night. They cried for mercy. They
strove to burst the door. Holwell who, even in that ex-
trc'mi‘ily, vetained soma presonce of wmind. offered large bribes
to the gaolers. But the answer was that nothing could be
done ‘without the Nabob’s orders, that the Naboh was
adleep, and that he would be angry if anybody woke him.
Then the prisoners wenb mad with despair. They trampled
each other down, fought for the places at the windows,
fought for the pittance of water with which the cruel mercy
of the murderers mocked their agonies, raved, prayed,
blasphemed, implored the guards to fire among them. The
gaolers in the mean time held lights to the bars, and
shouted with laughter at the frantic struggles of their
victims. At length the tumult died away in low gaspings
and moanings. The day broke. The Nabob had slept off
his debauch, and permitted the door to be opened. But it
was some time before the soldiers could make o lane for the
survivors, by piling up on each side the heaps of corpses on
which the burning climate had already beguo to do its
loathsome work. When at length a passage was made,
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twenty-three ghastly figures, such as their own mothers
would not have known, staggered one by one out of the
charnel-house. A pit was instantly dug. The dead bodies,
a hundred and twenty-three in number, were flung into it
promiscuously, and covered up.

But these things which, after the lapse of more than
eighty years, cannot be told or read without horror,
awakened neither remorse nor pity in the bosom of the
savage Nabob. He inflicted no punishment on the mur-
derers. He showed no tenderness to the survivors. Some
of them indeed, from whom nothing was to be got, were
guffered to depart; but those from whom it was thought
that any thing could be extorted were treated with
execrable cruelty. Holwell, unable to walk, was carried
before the tyrant, who reproached him, threatened him, and
gent him up the country in irons, together with some other
gentlemen who were suspected of knowing more than they
chose to tell about the treasures of the Company. These
persons, still bowed down by the sufferings of that great
agony, were lodged in miserable sheds, and fed only with
grain and water, till at length the intercessions of the female
relations of the Nabob procured their release.  One Tnglish-
woman had survived that night. She was placed in the
harem of the Prince at Moorshedabad.

Surajah Dowlah, in the mcan time, sent letters to his
nominal sovereign at Delhi, describing the late conquest
in the most pompous language. He placed a garrison in
Fort William, forbade any BEnglishman to dwell in the
neighbourhood, and directed that, in memory of his great
actions, Caleutta should thenceforward be called Alinagore,
that is to say, the Port of God.

In Angust the news of the fall of Calentta reached
Madras, and excited the fiercest and bitterest resentment.
The cry of the whole settlement was for vengeance. Within
forty-eight hours after the arrival of the intelligence it was
determined that an expedition should be sent to the

LORD CLIVE 37

Hoogley, and that Clive should be at the head of the land
forces. The naval armament was under the command of
Admiral Watson. Nine hundred English infantry, fine
troops and full of spirit, and fifteen hundred sepoys, com-
posed the army which sailed to punish a Prince who had
more subjects than Louis the Fifteenth or the Empress
Maria Theresa. In October the expedition sailed ; but it
had to make its way against adverse winds, and did not
reach Bengal till December.

The Nabob was revelling in fancied security at Moor-
shedabad. He was so profoundly ignorant of the state of
foreign countries that he often used to say that there were
not ten thousand men in all Europe; and it had never
occurred to him as possible, that the Englisk would dare to
invade his dominions. But, though undisturbed by any
fear of their military power, he began to miss them greatly.
His revenues fell off ; and his ministers succeeded in making
him vpderstand that a ruler may sometimes find it more
profitable to protect traders in the open enjoyment of their
gains than to put them to the torture for the purpose of
discovering hidden chests of gold and jewels. He was
already disposed to permit the Company to resume its mer-
cantile operations in his country, when he received the news
that an English armament was in the Hoogley. He instantly
ovdered all his troops to assemble at Moorshedabad, and
marched towards Caleutta.

Clive had commenced operations with his usual vigour.
He took Budgebudge, routed the garrison of Fort William,
recovered Calcutta, stormed and sacked Hoogley. The
Nabob, already disposed to make some concessions to the
English, was confirmed in his pacific disposition by these
proofs of their power and spirit. He accordingly made
overtures to the chiefs of the invading armament, and offered
to restore the factory, and to give compensation to those
whotn he had despoiled.

(live’s profession was war; and he felt that there was
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something discreditable in an accommodation with Surajah
Dowlah. But his power was limited. A commiittee, chiefly
composed of servants of the Company who had fled from
Caleutta, had the principal dircction of affairs; and these
persons were eager to be restored to their posts and com-
pensated for their losses. The government of Madras,
apprised that war had commenced in Europe, and appre-
hensive of an attack from the French, became impatient
for the roturn of the armament. The promises of the
10 Nabob were large, the chances of a contest doubtful; and
(live consented to treat, though he expressed his regret that
things should not be concluded in so glorious a manner as he
could have wished.

With this negotiation commences a new chapter in the life
of Clive. Hitherto he had been merely a soldier, carrying
into effect, with eminent ability and valour, the plans of
others.  Henceforth he is to be chiefly regarded as a states-
man ; and his military movements are to be considered ag
gubordinate to his politicsl designs. That dn his new

) capacity he displayed great talents, and obtained great
suecess, i unquestionable.  Rut it is also unquestionable,
that the transactions in which he now began to take a park
have left a stain on his moral character.

We can hy no means agree with Sir John Malcolm, who i3
obstinately resolved to see nothing but honour and integrity
in the conduct of his hero. But we can ag little agree with
Mr. Mill, who has gone so far as to say that Clive was a
man ¢ to whom deception, when it suited his purpose, never
cost a pang.”  Clive seems to us to have been congtitution-

30 ally the very opposite of a knave, bold even to temerity,

gincere even to indiseretion, hearty in friendship, open iu
citniby,  Neither in iz private life, nor in those parts of hig
public life in which he had to do with his conntrymen, do
we find any signs of a propensity to cunning.  On the con-
travy, in all the disputes in which he was engaged as an
Englishman against Englishmen, from his boxing-matehes
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at school to those stormy altercations at the India House
and in Parliament amidst which his later years were passed,
his very faults were those of a high and magnanimous spirit.
The truth seems to have been that he considered Oriental
politics as a game in which nothing was unfair. He knew
that the standard of morality among the natives of India
differed widely from that established in England. He knew
that he had to deal with men destitute of what in Europe is
called honour, with men who would give any promise with-
out hesitation, and break any promise without shame, with
men who would unscrupulously employ corruption, perjury,
forgery, to compass their ends. His letters show that the
great difference between Asiatic and European morality was
constantly in his thoughts. He seems to have imagined
most erroneously in our opinion, that he could effect nothing
against such adversaries, if he was content to be bound by
ties from which they were free, if he went on telling truth,
and hearing none, if he fulfilled, to his own hurt, all his
engngements with confederatos who never kopt an engage
ment that was not to their advantage. Accordingly this
man. in the other parts of his life an honourable English
gentleman and & soldier, was no sooner matched against an
Tndian intriguer, than he became himself an Indian intriguer,
and descended, without scruple, to falsehood, to hypocritical
saresses, to the substitution of documents, and to the counter-
feiting of hands.

The negotiations between the English and the Nabob were
arried on chicfly by two agents, Mr. Watts, a servant of
the Company, and a Bengalee of the name of Omichund.
"This Omichund had been one of the wealthicst native mer-
chants resident at Calcutta, and had sustained great losses
in consequenee of the Nahob’s expedition against that place.
Tn the course of his commercial transactions, he had seen
much of the Hnglish, and was peculiarly qualified to serve
as 4 medium of communication between them and a native
court.  He possessed great influence with his own race, and

Bl
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had in large measure the Hindoo talents, quick observation,
tact, dexterity, perseverance, and the Hindoo vices, servility,
greediness, and treachery.

The Nabob behaved with all the faithlessness of an

Indian statesman, and with all the levity of a boy whose .

mind had been enfeebled by power and self-indulgence.
He promised, retracted, hesitated, evaded. At one time he
advanced with his army in a threatening manner towards
Calcutta ; but when he saw the resolute front which the
English presented, he fell back in alarm, and consented to
make peace with them on their own terms. The treaty was
no sooner concluded than he formed new designs against
them. Xe intrigued with the French authorities at Chan-
dernagore. He invited Bussy to march from the Deccan to
the Hoogley, and to drive the English out of Bengal. All
this was well known to Clive and Watson. They deter-
mined accordingly to strike a decisive blow, and to attack
Chandernagore, before the force there could be strengthened
by new arrivals, either from the south of Indis, or from
Europe. Watson directed the expedition by water, Clive
by land. The success of the combined movements was rapid
and complete. ‘Lhe fort, the garrison, the artillery, the
military stores, all fell into the hands of the English. Near
five hundred European troops were among the prisoners.

The Nabob had feared and hated the Euglish, even while
he was still able to oppose to them their French rivals.
The French were now vanquished ; and he began to regard
the Knglish with still greater fear and still greater hatred.
His weak and unprincipled mind oseillated between servility
and insolence. One day he sent a large sum to Calcutta, as
part of the compensation due for the wrongs which he had
committed. The next day he sent a present of jewels to
Busyy, exhorting that distinguished officer to hasten to pro-
tect Bengal “ against Clive, the daring in war, on whom,”
says his Highness, “may all bad fortune attend.” He
ordered his army to march against the English. He coun-
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termanded his orders. He tore Clive’s letters. He then
sent answers in the most florid language of compliment.
Te ordered Watts out of his presence, and threatened to
impale him. He again sent for Watts, and begged pardon
for the insult. In the mean time, his wretched maladminis-
tration, his folly, his dissolute manners, and his love of the
lowest company, had disgusted all classes of his subjects,
soldiers, traders, civil functionaries, the proud and ostenta-
tious Mahommedans, the timid, supple, and parsimonious
Hindoos. A formidable confederacy was formed against
him, in which were included Roydullub, the minister of
finance, Meer Jaffier, the principal commander of the troops,
and Jugget Seit, the richest banker in India. The plot was
confided to the English agents, and a communication was
opened between the malcontents at Moorshedabad and the
committee at Calcutta.

In the committee there was much hesitation ; but Clive’s
voice was given in favour of the conspirators, and his vigour
andl firmnese bore down all opposition. It was determined
that the English should lend their powerful assistance to
depose Surajah Dowlah, and to place Meer Jaffier on the
ilirone of Bengal. In return, Meer Jaffier promised ample
compensation to the Company and its servants, and a liberal
donative to the army, the navy, and the committee. The
odious viees of Surajah Dowlah, the wrongs which the
inglish had suffered at his hands, the dangers to which our
trade must have been exposed had he continued to reign,
appear to us fully to justify the resolution of deposing him.
But nothing can justify the dissimulation which Clive
stooped to practise. He wrote to Surajah Dowlah in terms
g0 affectionate that they for a time lulled that weak prince
into perfect security. The same courtier who carried this
“ goothing letter,” as Clive calls it, to the Nabob, carried to
Mr. Wadts a letter in the following terms: ¢ Tell Meer
Jaffier to fear nothing. T will join him with five thousand
men who never turned their backs. Assure him I will
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march night and day to his assistance, and stand by him as
long as T have a man left.”

It was impossible that a plot which had so many rami-
fications should long remain entirely concealed. Enough
reached the ears of the Nabob to arouse his suspicions.*
But he was soon quieted by the fictions and artifices which
the inventive genius of Omichund produced with miraculous
readiness. All was going well; the plot was nearly ripe ;
when Clive learned that Omichund was likely to play false.

10 The artful Bengalee had been promised a liberal compensa-
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tion for all that he had logt at Calcutta. But this would
not satisfy him. His services had been great. He held the
thread of the whole intrigue. By one word breathed in the
ear of Surajah Dowlah, he could undo all that he had done.
The lives of Watts, of Meer Juttier, of all the conspirators,
were ab his mercy ; and he determined to take advantage of
his sitnation and to make his own terms. He demanded
three hundred thousand pounds sterling as the price of his
secrecy and of his . aree, The commitiee, inoenged by
the treachery and app

alled by the danger, knew not what
course to take.  But Clive was more than Omichund’s match
in Omichand’s own arts.  The man, he said, was a villain.
Any artifice which would defeat such knavery was justi-
fiable.  The best course would be to promise what was
asked.  Omichund would soon be at their mercy ; and then
they might punish him by withholding from him, not only
the bribe which he now demanded, but also the compen-
sation which all the other sufferers of Caleutta were to
receive.

His advice was taken,  But how was the wary and saga-
cious Hindoo to be deceived ¥ He had demanded that an
article touching his claims should be inserted in the treaty
between Meer Juflier and the English, and he would not he
satisfied unless he saw it with his own eyes. Clive had an
expedient ready.  T'wo treatics were drawn up, one on white
paper, the other on ved, the former real, the Iatter fictitious.
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In the former Omichund’s name was not mentioned ; the
latter, which was to be shown to him, contained a stipula-
tion in his favour.

But another difficulty arose. Admiral Watson had scruples
about signing the red treaty. Omichund’s vigilance and
acuteness were such that the absence of so important a name
would probably awaken his suspicions. But Clive was not a
man to do any thing by halves. We almost blush to write
it. He forged Admiral Watson’s name.

All was now ready for action. Mr. Watts fled secretly
from Moorshedabad. Clive put his troops in motion, and
wrote tc the Nabob in a tone very different from that of his
previous letters. He set forth all the wrongs which the
British had suffered, offered to submit the points in dispute
to the arbitration of Meer Jaffier, and concluded by announe-
ing that, as the rains were about to set in, he and his men
would do themselves the honour of waiting on his Highness
for ap, answer.

Surajah Dowlah instantly assembled his whole foree, and

marched to encounter the English. It bad been agreed that 2

Meer Jaffier should separate himself from the Nabob, and
carry over his divigion to Clive.  But, as the decisive moment
approached, the fears of the conspirator overpowered his
ambition. Clive had advanced to Cossimbuzar ; the Nabob
lay with a mighty power a few miles off at Plassey : and still
Meer Jaffier delayed to fulfil his engagements, and returned
evasive answers to the earnest remonstrances of the English
general.

Clive was in a painfully anxious situation. He could

plage 1o confidence in the sincerity or in the courage of his 3

confederate : and, whatever confidence he might place in hig
own military talents, and in the valour and discipline of hig
troops, it was no light thing to engage an army twenty times
as numerous as his own.  Before him lay a viver over which
it was easy to advance, but over which, if things went ill,
not one of hig little band would ever retuwrn.  On this oc-
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casion, for the first and for the last time, his dauntless spirit,
during a few hours, shrank from the fearful responsibility of
making a decision. He called a council of war. The majority
pronounced against fighting; and Clive declared his con-
currence with the majority. Long afterwards, he said that
he had never called but one council of war, and that, if he
had taken the advice of that council, the British would never
bave been masters of Bengal. But scarcely had the meeting
broken up when he was himself again. He retired alone
under the shade of some trees, and passed near an hour there
in thought. He came back determined to put every thing to
the hazard, and gave orders that all should be in readiness
for passing the river on the morrow.

The river was passed ; and at the close of a toilsome day’s
march, the army, long after sunset, took up its quarters in a
grove of mango-trees near Plassey, within a mile of the
enemy. Clive was unable to sleep ; he heard, through the
whole night, the sound of drums and cymbals from the vast
camp of the Nabob. Tt is not strange that cven his stout
heart should now and then have sunk, when he reflected
against what odds, and for what a prize, he was in a few
hours 1o contend.

Nor was the rest of Surajab Dowlah more peaceful. His
mind, at once weak and stormy, was distracted by wild and
horrible apprehensions.  Appalled by the greatness and
nearness of the crisis, distrusting his captaing, dreading
every one who approached him, dreading to be left alone, he
sat gloomily in his tent, haunted, a Greck poet would have
said, by the furies of those who had cursed him with their
Iast breath in the Black Hole.

The day broke, the day which was to decide the fate of
India. At sunrise the army of the Nabob, pouring through
many openings from the camp, began to move towards the
grove where the KEnglish lay. Torty thousand infantry,
armed with firelocks, pikes, swords, bows and arrows, covered
the plain. They were accompanied by fifty picces of ordnance

[
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of the largest size, each tugged by a long team of white oxen,
and each pushed on from behind by an elephant. Some
smaller guns, under the direction of a few French auxiliaries,
were perhaps more formidable. The cavalry were fifteen
thousand, drawn, not from the effeminate population of
Bengal, but from the bolder race which inhabits the northern
provinces ; and the practised eye of Clive could perceive that
both the men and the horses were more powerful than those
of the Carnatic. The force which he had to oppose to this
great multitude consisted of only three thousand men. But
of these nearly a thousand were English ; and all were led by
English officers, and trained in the English discipline. Con-
spicuous in the ranks of the little army were the men of the
Thirty-Ninth Regiment, which still bears on its colours,
amidst many honourable additions won under Wellington in
Spain and Gascony, the name of Plassey, and the proud
motto, Primus in Indis.

Ths battle commenced with a cannonade in which the
arbillery of the Naubob did scarcely any execution, while the
fow field-pieces of the English produced great effect. Several
of the most distinguished officers in Surajah Dowlah’s service
fell.  Disorder began to spread through his ranks. His own
terror increagsed every moment. One of the conspirators
urged on him the expediency of retreating. The insidious
advice, agreeing as it did with what his own terrors suggested,
was readily received. He ordered his army to fall back, and
this order decided his fate. Clive snatched the moment, and
ordered his troops to advance. The confused and dispirited
multitude gave way before the onset of disciplined valour.
No mob attacked by regular soldiers was ever more com-
pletely routed. The little band of Frenchmen, who alone
ventured to confront the Fnglish, were swept down the
stream of fugitives. In an hour the forces of Surajah Dowlah
were dispersed, never to reassemble. Only five hundred of
the vanquished were slain. But their camp, their guns, their
baggage, innumerable waggons, innumerable cattle, remained
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in the power of the conquerors. With the loss of twenty-
two soldiers killed and fifty wounded, Clive had scattered an
army of nearly sixty thousand men, and subdued an empire
larger and more populous than Great Britain.

Meer Jaffier had given no assistance to the English during
the action. But as soon as he saw that the fate of the da;
was decided, he drew off his division of the army, and, when
the battle was over, sent his congratulations to h.ié z»llv.’ T};e
next morning he repaired to the English quarters, not a little

10 uneasy as to the reception which awaited him there. He

gave evident signs of alarm when a guard was drawn out to
receive him with the honours due to his rank. But his
apprehensions were speedily removed. Clive came forward
to meet him, embraced him, saluted him as Nabob of the
three great provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, listened
graciously to his apologies, and advised him to march \vitll()ld"
delay to Moorshedabad. ' '

Surajah Dowlah had fled from the field of battle with all

the speed with which a flect camel could carry him, and
. , and

20 arrived at Moorshedabad in little more than twenty-four

hours. There he called his councillors round him. ‘I'he
wisest advised him to put himself into the hands of .Hw
English, from whom he had nothing worge to fear ‘th:u;
d.o}_)osition and continement. But he attributed this ﬂ‘u«r(rus-
tion to treachery. Others urged him o try the (:.lmn:: of
war again, He approved the adviee, and issued orders ac
cordingly.  But he wanted spirit to adhere even during one
day to a manly resolufion. He learned that Meer Ji:l.ﬂinr'
had arrived ; and his terrors became insupportable.  Dis-

30 guiscd in o mean dress, with a casket of jewels in his hand
3 / hand,

he let himsol SE L et ; ;
let hinwself down at night from a window of his palace,
and. accompanied ]\y nn]y two attendants, embarlced r'm the
river for Patna. ' |
N 1 g2 Th 13 1 ' ]
In a ftyv dwys Clive arrived at Moorshedabad, escorted by
e K 1 1 | : -
‘;Wo bundred English soldiers and three hundred sepovs
For his residence h WOIL st os s
s residence had been assigned a palace, which was
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surrounded by a garden so spacious that all the troops who
accompanied him could conveniently encamp within it. The
ceremony of the installation of Meer Jaffier was instantly
performed. Clive led the new Nabob to the seat of honour,
placed him on it presented to him, after the immemorial
fashion of the East, an offering of gold, and then, turning to
the natives who filled the hall, congratulated them on the
good fortune which had freed them from a tyrant. He was
compelled on this occasion to use the services of an inter-
preter ; for it is remarkable that, long as he resided in India,
intimately acquainted as he was with Indian politics and with
the Indian character, and adored as he was by his Indian
goldiery, he never learned to express himself with facility in
any Indian language. He is said indeed to have been some-
times under the necessity of employing, in his intercourse
with natives of Tndia, the smattering of Portuguese which
he had acquired, when a lad in Brazil,

The new sovereign was now called upon to fulfil the
entered with his allies. A

engagements into which he ha
conference was held at the house of Jugget Seit, the great
banker, for the purpose of malking the necessary arrangoc-
ments.  Omichund ceme thither, fully believing himself to
stand high in the favour of Clive, who, with dissimulation
surpassing even the dissimulation of Bengal, had up to that
day treated him with undiminished kindness. The white
treaty was produced and read. (live then turned to Mr.
Serafton, one of the servants of the Company, and said in
TFnglish, “ 1t is now time to undeceive Omichund.”  “ Omi-
c¢hund,” said Mr. Serafton in Hindostanee, © the red treaty is
a trick. You are to have nothing.””  Omichuad fell back
insensible into the arms of his attendants. He revived ; but
his mind wag irreparably ruined. Clive, who, though little
troubled by scruples of conscience in his dealings with Indian
politicians, was not inhuman, scemns to have heen touched.
He saw Omichund a few days later, spoke to him kindly,
advised him to make a pilgrimage to one of the great temples
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of India, in the hope that change of scene might restore his

health, and was even disposed, notwithstanding all that had

passed, again to employ his talents in the public service.

But, from the moment of that sudden shock, the unhappy

man sank gradually into idiocy. He, who had formerly been

distinguished by the strength of his understanding and the

simplicity of his habits, now squandered the remains of his

fortune on childish trinkets, and loved to exhibit himself

dressed in rich garments, and hung with precious stones.
10 In this abject state he languished a few months, and then
died.

We should not think it necessary to offer any remarks for
the purpose of directing the judgment of our readers with
respect to this transaction, had not Sir John Malcolm under-
taken to defend it in all its parts. He regrets, indeed, that
it was necessary to employ means so liable to abuse as
forgery ; but he will not admit that any blame attaches
to those who deceived the deceiver. He thinks that, the
English were nofi hormd to keep faith with one who kept no
faith with them, and that, if they had fulfilled their engage.
ments with the wily Bengalee, so signal an example of
suceesstul treason would have produced a crowd of imitators,
Now, we will not discuss this point on any rigid principles
of morality. Indeed, it is quite unnecessary to do so: for,
looking at the question as a question of expediency in the
lowest sense of the word, and using no arguments but such
a8 Machiavelli might have employed in his conferences with
Borgia, we are convinced that Clive was altogether in the
wrong, and that he committed, not merely a crime, but a
blunder. That honesty is the best policy is a maxim which
we firmly believe to be generally correct, even with respect
to the temporal interests of individuals ; but, with respect to
societics, the rule is subject to still fower exceptions, and
that, for this reason, that the life of societics is longer than
the life of individuals. It is possiblo to mention men who
have owed great worldly prosperity to breaches of private
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faith. But we doubt whether it be possible to mention a state
which has on the whole been a gainer by a breach of public
faith., The entire history of British India is an illustration
of the great truth, that it is not prudent to oppose perﬁ.dy
to perfidy, and that the most efficient weapon with which
men can encounter falsehood is truth. During a long course
of years, the English rulers of India, surrounded by allies and
enemies whom no engagement could bind, have generally
acted with sincerity and uprightness; and the event }:.las
proved that sincerity and uprightness are wisdom. English
valour and English intelligence have done less to ex'fend and
to preserve our Oriental empire than English verac.lty. All
that we could have gained by imitating the doublings, the
evasions, the fictions, the perjuries which have been employed
against us, is as nothing, when compared with what we have
gained by being the one power in India on wh.os.e word
reliance can be placed. No oath which superstition can
devise, no hostage however precious, inspires a hundredt}}
part of the coufidence which is produced by the © yea, yea,

and ““ nay, nay,” of a British envoy. No fastness, h.owex.rer
strong by art or nature, gives to its inmates a security hkle
that enjoyed by the chief who, passing through th‘? terri-
tories of powerful and deadly enemies, is armed with the
British guarantee. The mightiest princes of the East can
scarcely, by the offer of enormous usury, draw forth any
portion of the wealth which is concealed under the hearths
of their subjects. The British Government offers little more
than four per cent. ; and avarice hastens to bring forth tens
of millions of rupees from its most sccret repositories. A
hostile monarch may promise mountaing of gold to our
sepoys, on condition that they will desert the standard of
the Company. The Company promises only a moderate
pension after a long service. Butb every sepoy knows thab
the promise of the Company will be kept: he knows that
if he lives a hundred years his rice and salt are as secure
as the salary of the Governor-General: and he knows that
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there is not another state in India which would not, in spite
of the most solemn vows, leave him to die of hunger in a
ditch as soon as he had ceased to be useful. The greatest
advantage which a government can possess is to be the one
trustworthy government in the midst of governments which
nobody can trust. This advantage we enjoy in Asia. Had
we acted during the last two generations on the principles
which Sir John Malcolm appears to have considered as
sound, had we, as often as we had to deal with people like
Omichund, retaliated by lying, and forging, and breaking
faith, after their fashion, it is our firm belief that no courage
or capacity could have upheld our empire.

Sir John Malcolm admits that Clive’s breach of faith could
be justified only by the strongest necessity. As we think
that breach of faith not only unnecessary, but most in-
expedient, we need hardly say that we altogether condemn
it.

Omichund was not the only vietim of the revolytion.
Surajal Dowlah was taken a few days wlter his tlight, and
was brought hefore Meer Jaffier. 'There he flung himgelf
on the ground in convulsions of fear, and with tears and
loud eries implored the mercy which he had never shown.
Meer Jaffier hesitated ; but his son Meeran, a youth of
seventeen, who in feebleness of brain and savageness of
nature greatly resembled the wretched captive, was implac-
able. Surajah Dowlah was led into a secret chamber, to
which in a short time the ministers of death were sent. In
this act the English bore no part; and Meer Jaffier under-
stood 8o much of their feelings, that he thought it necessary
to apologise to them for having avenged them on their most
malignant enemy.

The shower of wealth now fell copiously on the Com-
pany and its servants. A sum of eight hundred thousand
pounds sterling, in coined silver, was sent down the river
from Moorshedabad to Fort William. The fleet which
conveyed this treasure consisted of more than a bundred
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boats, and performed its triumphal voyage with fiags fly-
ing and music playing. Calcutta, which a few months
before had been desolate, was now more prosperous than
ever. Trade revived; and the signs of affluence appeared
in every English house. As to Clive, there was no limit
to his acquisitions but his own moderation. The treasury
of Bengal was thrown open to him. There were piled up,
after the usage of Indian princes, immense masses of coin,
among which might not seldom be detected the florins and
byzants with which, before any European ship had turned
the Cape of Good Hope, the Venetians purchased the
stuffs and spices of the East. Clive walked between heaps
of gold and silver, crowned with rubies and diamonds,
and was at liberty to help himself. He accepted between
two and three hundred thousand pounds.

The pecuniary transactions between Meer Jaffier and
Clive were sixteen years later condemned by the public
voice,y and severely criticised in Parliament. They are
vehewently defended by Sir John Maleolm, The acousers
of the victorious general represented his gains as the
wages of corruption, or as plunder extorted at the point
of the sword from a helpless ally. The biographer, on
the other hand, considers these great acquisitions as free
gifts, honourable alike to the donor and to the receiver,
and compares them to the rewards bestowed by foreign
powers on Marlborough, on Nelson, and on Wellington.
It had always, he says, been customary in the East to
give and receive presents; and there was, as yet, no Act
of Parliament positively prohibiting English functionaries

in Indie from profiting by this Agiatic usage. This

reasoning, we own, does not quite satisfy us. We do not
sugpect Clive of selling the inferests of his employers or
his country ; but we cannot acquit him of having done
what, if not in itself evil, was yet of evil example.
Nothing is more clear than that a general ought to be
the servant of his own government, and of no other. It
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follows that whatever rewards he receives for his services
ought to be given either by his own government, or with
the full knowledge and approbation of his own govern-
ment. This rule ought to be strictly maintained even
with respect to the merest bauble, with respect to a cross,
a medal, or a yard of coloured riband. But how can any
government be well served, if those who command %ts
forces are at liberty, without its permission, without 1§s
privity, to accept princely fortunes from its allies ?. It is
idle to say that there was then no Act of Parhalnfler}t
prohibiting the practice of taking presents from Asiatic
govereigns, It is not on the Act which was passed at a
later period for the purpose of preven'ting any su(?h
taking of presents, but on grounds which were valid
before that Act was passed, on grounds of common law
and common sense, that we arraign the conduct of Clive.
There is no Act that we know of, prohibiting the Secre-
tary of State for Foreign Affairs from being in the pay
of continental powers. But it is not the less truc that a

. . -
20 Secretary who should receive a secret pension from France

would grossly violate his duty, and would deserve severe
punishment.  Sir John Malcolm compares the conduet of
Clive with that of the Duke of Wellington. Suppose—
and we beg pardon for putting such a supposition even
for the sake of argument—that the Duke of Wellington
had, after the campaign of 1815, and while he commanded
the army of occupation in France, privately accepted two
hundred thousand pounds from lLouis the Bighteenth, as
a mark of gratitude for the great services which his Grace

30 had rendered to the House of Bourbon; what would be

thought of such a transaction ? Yet the statute-book no
more forhids the taking of presents in Hurope now than
it forbade the taking of presents in Asia then. .

At the same time, it must be admitted that, in OliV(f’s
case, there were many extenuating circumstances. He
considered himself as the general, not of the Crown, but
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of the Company. The Company had, by implication at
least, authorised its agents to enrich themselves by means
of the liberality of the native princes, and by other
means still more objectionable. It was hardly to be
expected that the servant should entertain stricter notions
of his duty than were entertained by his masters. Though
Clive did not distinctly acquaint his employers with what
had taken place, and request their sanction, he did not,
on the other hand, by studied concealment, show that he
was conscious of having done wrong. On the contrary,
he avowed with the greatest openness that the  Nabob’s
bounty had raised him to afuence. Lastly, though we
think that he ought not in such a way to have taken

any thing, we must admit that he deserves praise for -

baving taken so little. He accepted twenty lacs of rupees.
It would have cost him only a word to make the twenty
forty. Tt was a very easy exercise of virtue to declaim
in .Jng;l;md against Clive’s rapacity ; but not one in a
hoodeed of hiv soouscee would bave showi so much sell-
gomand in the treasury of Moorshedabad.

Meer Jaffier could be upheld on the throne only by the
hand which had placed him on it. He was not, indeed,
a mere boy; nor had he been so unfortunate as to be
homm in the purple. He was not therefore quite so
mbeeile ov quite so depraved as his predecessor had been,
But he had none of the talents or virtues which his post
required ; and his son and heir, Meeran, was another
Surajah Dowlah. The recent revolution had wunsettled the
minds of men. Many chiefs were in open  insurrection
againgt the new Nabob. The viwroy of the rich and
powerful province of Oude, who, like the other viceroys
of the Mogul, was now in truth an independent snvereion,
menaced. Bengal with invasion.  Nothing but the talents
and authority of Clive could support the tottering govern-
ment.  While things were in this state a ship arrived
with despatches which had been written at the India
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House before the news of the battle of Plassey had
reached London. The Directors had determined to place
the English settlements in Bengal under a government
constituted in the most cumbrous and absurd manner ;
and, to make the matter worse, no place in the arrange-
ment, was assigned to Clive. The persons who were
selected to form this new government, greatly to their
honour, took on themselves the responsibility of disobeying
these preposterous orders, and invited Clive to exercise

10 the supreme authority. e consented; and it soon

appeared that the servants of the Company hs?d only
anticipated the wishes of their employers. The Directors,
on reéeiving news of Clive’s brilliant success, instantly
appointed him governor of their possessions in Benga.l,
with the highest marks of gratitude and esteem. His
power was now boundless, and far surpassed even that
which Dupleix had attained in the south of India. Meer
Jaffier regarded him with slavish awe. On one ogcasion,
the Nabob spoke with severity to a native chief of high

20 rank, whose followers had been engaged in a brawl with

some of the Company’s sepoys. ** Are you yet to learn,”
he said, © who that Colonel Clive is, and in what station
CGod has placed him ?>*  The chief, who, as a famous
jester and an old friend of Meer Jaffier, could ven‘qxru to
take liberties, answered, LI atfront the Colonel! 1, who
never get up in the morning without making three low
bows to his jackass!” This was hardly an exaggeration.
Europeans and natives were alike at Clive’s feet. The
English regarded him as the only man who could force

30 Meer Jaffier to keep his engagements with them. Meer

Jaffier regarded him as the only man who could protect
the new dynasty against turbulent subjects and encroach-
ing neighbours.

It is but justice to say that Clive used his power ably
and vigorously for the advantage of his country. He
sent forth an expedition against the tract lying to the
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north of the Carnatic. In this tract the French stll had
the ascendency; and it was important to dislodge them.
The conduct of the-enterprise was intrusted to an . officer
of the name of Forde, who was then little known, but in
whom the keen eye of the Glovernor had detected military
talents of a high order. The success of the expedition
was rapid and splendid.

While a considerable part of the army of Bengal was thus
engaged at a distance, a new and formidable danger menaced

the western frontier. The Great Mogul was a prisoner at 10

Delhi in the hands of a subject. His eldest son, named
Shah Alum, destined to be, during many years, the sport of
adverse fortune, and to be a tool in the hands, first of the
Mahrattas, and then of the English, had fled from the palace
of his father. His birth was still revered in India, Some
powerful princes, the Nabob of Qude in particular, were
inclined to favour him. Shah Alum found it easy to draw to
his standard great numbers of the military adventurers with
whom every part of the country swarmed. An army of
forty thousand men, of various races and religions, Mahrattas, 20
Rohillas, Jauts, and Afghans, was speedily assembled round
him ; and he formed the design of overthrowing the upstart
whom the English had elevated to a throne, and of establish-
ing his own authority throughout Bengal, Orissa, and Bahar.

Meer Jaffier’s terror was extreme ; and the only expedient
which oceurred to him was to purchase, by the payment of a
large sum of money, an accommodation with Shah Alum.
This expedient had been repeatedly employed by those who,
before him, had ruled the rich and unwarlike provinces near
the mouth of the Ganges. Butb Clive treated the suggestion 30
with a scorn worthy of his strong sense and dauntless
courage. “If you do this.” he wrote, von will have the
Nabob of Oude, the Mahrattas, and many more, come from
all parts of the confines of your country, who will bully you
out of money till you have none left in your treasury. I beg
your excellency will rely on the fidelity of the English, and
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of those troops which are attached to you.” He wrote in &

wimilar strain to the governor of Patna, a brave native
goldier whom he highly esteemed. ‘.Come to no terms ;
defend your city to the last. Rest assured that the English
are staunch and firm friends, and that they never desert a
cause in which they have once taken a part.”

He kept his word. Shah Alum had invested Patna, and
was on the point of proceeding to storm, when he learned
that the Colonel was advancing by forced marches. The

10 whole army which was approaching consisted of only four

hundred and fifty Europeans, and two thousand five hundred
gepoys. But Clive and his Lnglishmen were now objects of
dread all over the Kast. As soon as his advanced guard
appeared, the besiegers fled before him. A few French
adventurers who were about the person of the prince advised
him to try the chance of battle ; but in vain. In a few days
this great army, which had been regarded with so much
uneasiness by the Court of Moorshedabad, melte% away
before the mere terror of the British name,

The congueror returned in triumph to Fort William. The
joy of Meor Jaffier was as unbounded as his fears had been,
and led him to bestow on his preserver a princely token of
gratitude, The quit-rent which the East India Company
were bound to pay to the Nabob for the extensive lands held
by them to the sonth of Caleutta amounted to near thicty
thousand pounds sterling a year. he whole of this splendid
estate, sutlicient to support with dignity the highest rank of
the British peerage, was now conferred on Clive for life.

This present we think Clive justified in accepting, 1t was

30 @ present whivh, from its very sature, could be no secrel. In

fact, the Company itself was his tenant, and, by its acquies-
cence, signified its approbation of Meer Jaftier’s grant.

But the gratitude of Meor Jaflier did not last long.  He
had for some time felt that the powerful ally who had set
him up might pull him down, and had been looking round
for support against the formidable strength by which be had
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himself been hitherto supported. He knew that it would be
imposgible to find among the natives of India any force
which would look the Colonel’s little army in the face. The
French power in Bengal was extinct. But the fame of the
Dutch had anciently been great in the Eastern seas; and it
was not yet distinetly known in Asia how much the power of
Holland had declined in Hurope. Secret communications
passed between the court of Moorshedabad and the Dutch
factory at Chinsurah; and urgent letters were sent from
Chinsurah, exhorting the government of Batavia to fit out an
expedition which might balance the power of the English in
Bengal. The authorities of Batavia, eager to extend the
influence of their country, and still more eager to obtain for
themselves a share of the wealth which had recently raised
s0 many English adventurers to opulence, equipped a power-
ful armament. Seven large ships from Java arrived un-
expectedly in the Hoogley. The military force on board
amounted to fifteen hundred men, of whom about one half
were Europeans. The enterprise was well timed. Clive had
sent such large detachments to oppose the French in the
Carnatic that his army was now inferior in number to that
of the Dutch. He knew that Meer Jaffier secretly favoured
the invaders. He knew that he took on himself a serious
responsibility if he attacked the forces of o frieudly power ;
that the English ministers could not wish to see a war with
Holland added to that in which they were already engaged
with France ; that they might disavow his acts; that they
might punish bim. He had recently remitted a great part
of his fortune to Europe, through the Duteh Kast Tndia
Company ; and he had therefore a strong intevest in avoiding
any quarrel. But he was satisfied, that if he suffered the
Batavian armament to pass up the river and to join the
garrison of Chinsurah, Meer Jaffier would throw himself
into the arms of these new allies, and that the lnglish
ascendency in Bengal would be exposed to most serious
danger. He took his resolution with characteristic boldness,
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and was most ably seconded by his officers, particularly by
Colonel Forde, to whom the most important part of the
operations was intrusted. The Dutch attempted to force a
passage. The English encountered them both by land and
water. On both elements the enemy had a great superiority
of force. On both they were signally defeated. Their ships
were taken. Their troops were put to a total rout. Almost
all the European soldiers, who constituted the main strength
of the invading army, were killed or taken. The conquerors
sat down before Chinsurah ; and the chiefs of that settlement,
now thoroughly humbled, consented to the terms which Clive
dictated. They engaged to build no fortifications, and to
raise no troops beyond a small force necessary for the police
of their factories; and it was distinetly provided that any
violation of these covenants should be punished with instant
expulsion from Bengal.

Three months after this great victory, Clive sailed for
England. At home, honours and rewards awaited hén, not
indeed equal to his claims or to his ambition, but still such
as, when his age, his rank in the army, and his original place
in society are considered, must be pronounced rare and
splendid.  He was raised to the Irish peerage, and en-
couraged to expect an English title. George the Third, who
had just ascended the throne, received him with great distine-
tion. The ministers paid him marked attention ; and Pitt,
whose influence in the House of Commons and in the country
was unbounded, was eager to mark his regard for one whose
exploits liad contributed so much to the lustre of that memor-
able period. The great orator had already in Parliament
described Clive as a heaven-born general, as a man who, bred
to the labour of the desk, had displayed a military genius
which might excite the admiration of the King of Prussia.
There were then no reporters in the gallery; but these
words, emphatically spoken by the first statesman of the age,
had passed from mouth to mouth, had been transmitted to
Clive in Bengal, and had greatly delighted and flattered
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him. Indeed, since the death of Wolfe, Clive was the only
English general of whom his countrymen had much reason
to be proud. The Duke of Cumberland had been generally
unfortunate ; and his single victory, having been gained over
his countrymen, and used with merciless severity, had been
more fatal to his popularity than his many defeats. Conway,
versed in the learning of his profession, and personally
courageous, wanted vigour and capacity. Granby, honest,
generous, and as brave as a lion, had neither science nor
genius. Sackville, inferior in knowledge and abilities to
none of his contemporaries, had incurred, unjustly as we
believe, the imputation most fatal to the character of a
soldier. It was under the command of a foreign general that
the British had triumphed at Minden and Warburg. The
people therefore, as was natural, greeted with pride and
delight a captain of their own, whose native courage and
self-taught skill had placed him on a level with the great
tacticiens of Germany.

'I'he wealth of Clive was such as enabled him to vie with
the first grandees of England. There remains proof that he
had remitted more than a hundred and eighty thousand
pounds through the Dutch East India Company, and more
than forty thousand pounds through the English Company.
The amount which he had sent home through private houses
was also considerable. He had invested great sums in
jewels, then a very common mode of remittance from India.
His purchases of diamonds, at Madras alone, amounted to
twenty-five thousand pounds. Besides a great mass of ready
money, he had his Indian estate, valued by himsclf at twenty-
geven thousand a year. His whole annual income, in the
opinion of Sir John Malcolm, who is desirous to state it as
low s possible, exceeded forty thousand pounds; and in-
comes of forty thousand pounds at the time of the accession
of George the Third were at least as rare as incomes of a
hundred thousand pounds now. We may safely affirm that
no Knglishman who started with nothing has ever, in any
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line of life, created such a fortune at the early age of thirty-
four.

Tt would be unjust not to add that Clive made a creditable
use of his riches. As soon as the battle of Plassey bad laid
the foundation of his fortune, he sent ten thousand pounds
to his sisters, bestowed as much more on other poor friends
and relations, ordered his agent to pay eight hundred a year
to his parents, and to insist that they should keep a carriage,
and settled five hundred a year on his old commander
Lawrence, whose means were very slender. The whole sum
which Clive expended in this manner may be calculated at
fifty thousand pounds.

He now set himself to cualtivate parliamentary interest.
His purchases of land seem to have been made in a great
measure with that view, and, after the general election of
1761, he found himself in the House of Commons, at the
head of a body of dependents whose support must have been
important to any administration. Tn English politicy, how-
ever, he did not take a prominent part. Iis first attach:
ments, ag we have seen, were to Mr. Fox ; at a later period
he was attracted by the genius and success of Mr. Pitt; but

finally he connected himselt in the closest manner with
George Grenville. Early in the session of 1764, when ihe
illegal and impolitic persecution of that worthless demagose
Wilkes had strongly excited the public mind, the town was
amused by an anccdote, which we have seen in some un-
published memoirs of Horace Walpole. 0Old Mr. Richard
(llive, who, since his son’s elevation, had been introduced
into society for which his former habits had not well fitted
him, presented himself at the levee. The King asked him
where Lord Clive was. “ He will be in town very soon,”
said the old genileman, loud cnough to be heard by the
whole circle, ““and then your Majesty will have another
vote.”

But in truth all Clive’s views were directed towards the
country in which he had so eminently distinguished himself
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as a soldier and a statesman ; and it was by considerations
relating to India that his conduct as a public man in England
was regulated. The power of the Company, though an
anomaly, is in our time, we are firmly persuaded, a beneficial
anomaly. In the time of Clive, it was not merely an
anomaly, but a nuisance. There was no Board of Control.
The Directors were for the most part mere traders, ignorant
of general politics, ignorant of the peculiarities of the empire
which had strangely become subject to them. The Court of
Proprietors, wherever it chose to interfere, was able to have
its way. That court was more numerous, as well as more
powerful than at present ; for then every share of five hun-
dred pounds conferred a vote. The meetings were large,
stormy, even riotous, the debates indecently virulent. All
the turbulence of a Westminster election, all the trickery
and corruption of a Grampound election disgraced the pro-
coedings of this assembly on (uestions of the most solemn im-
portagee.  Fictitions votes were manufactured on a gigantic
ceale,  (ive hmself laid enb a hindred thongand pounds in
the purchase of stock, which he then divided among nominal
proprietors on whom he could depend, and whom he brought
down in his train, to every discussion and every ballot.
Others did the same, though not to quite so enormous an
extent.

The interest taken by the public of England in Tndian
questions was then far greater than at present, and the
reason is obvious. At present a writer enters the service
young ; he climbs slowly ; he is fortunate if, at forty-five,
he ean return to his country with an annuity of a thousand
o year, and with savings amounting to thirty thousand
pounds. A great quantity of wealth is made by Knglish
functionaries in India, but no single functionary makes a
very large fortune, and what is made is slowly, hardly, and
honestly eatned.  Only four or five high political offices are
reserved for public men frora England. "The residencies, the
gecretaryships. the seats in the boards of revenue and in the
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Sudder courts, are all filled by men who have given the best
years of life to the service of the Company ; nor can any
talents however splendid or any connections however power-
ful obtain these lucrative posts for any person who has not
entered by the regular door, and mounted by the regular
gradations. Seventy years ago, less money was brought
home from the Tast than in our time. But it was divided
among 2 very much smaller number of persons, and immense
sums were often accumulated in a few months. Any English-
man, whatever his age might be, might hope to be one of the
lucky emigrants. If he made a good speech in Leadenhall
Street, or published a clever pamphlet in defence of the
chairman, he might be sent out in the Company’s service,
and might return in three or four years as rich as Pigot or
as Olive. Thus the India House was a lottery office, which
invited every body to take a chance, and held out ducal
fortunes as the prizes destined for the lucky few. As soon
as it was known that there was a part of the world where a
lieutenant-colonel had one morning received as a present an
estate as large as that of the Harl of Bath or the Marquis of
Rockingham, and where it geemed that such a trifle as ten or
twenty thousand pounds was to be had by any British func-
tionary for the asking, socicty began to exhibiv all the
gymptoms of the South Sea year, a feverish excitement, an
ungovernable impatience to be rich, a contempt for slow,
sure, and moderate gains.

At the head of the preponderating party in the India
House, had long stood a powerful, able, and ambitious
director of the name of Sulivan. He had conceived a
strong jealousy of Clive, and remembered with bitterness
the audacity with which the late governor of Bengal had
repeatedly set at nought the suthority of the distant Directors
of the Company. An apparent reconciliation took place after
Clive’s arrival ; but enmity remained decply rooted in the
hearts of both. The whole body of Directors was then
chosen annually. At the election of 1763, Clive attempted
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to break down the power of the dominant faction. The
contest was carried on with a violence which he describes as
tremendous. Sulivan was victorious, and hastened to take
his revenge. The grant of rent which Clive had received
from Meer Jaffier was, in the opinion of the best English
lawyers, valid. It had been made by exactly the same
authority from which the Company bad received their chief
possessions in Bengal, and the Company had long acquiesced
in it. The Directors, however, most unjustly determined to
confiscate it, and Clive was forced to file a bill in Chancery
against them.

But a great and sudden turn in affairs was at hand. Every
ship from Bengal had for some time brought alarming tidings.
The internal misgovernment of the province had reached such
a point that it could go no further. What, indeed, was to be
expected from a body of public servants exposed to temp-
tation such that, as (live once said, flesh and blood could not
bear i, armed with irresistible power, and responsible only
to the corrupt, turbulent, distracied, ill-informed Conrpany,
gituated at such a distance that the average interval between
the sending of a despatch and the receipt of an answer was
above a year and a half ?  Accordingly, during the five years
which followed the departure of Clive from Bengal, the mis-
government of the English was carried to a point such as
seems hardly compatible with the very existence of society.
The Roman proconsul, who, in a year or two, squeezed out of
a province the means of rearing marble palaces and baths on
the shores of Campania, of drinking from amber, of feasting
on singing birds, of exhibiting armies of gladiators and

flocks of camelopards, the Spanish viceroy, who, leaving &

behind him the curses of Mexico or Lima, entered Madrid
with & losg train of gilded coaches, and of sumpter-horses
trapped and shod with silver, were now outdone. Cruelty,
indecd, properly so called, was not among the vices of the
servants of the Company. But cruelty itself could bardly
have produced greater evils than sprang from their unprin-
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cipled eagerness to be rich. They pulled down their creature,
Meer Jaffier. They set up in his place another Nabob, named
Meer Cossim. DBut Meer Cossim had talents and a will;
and, though sufficiently inclined to oppress his subjects him-
self, he could not bear to see them ground to the dust by
oppressions which yielded him no profit, nay, which destroyed
his revenue in its very source. The English accordingly
pulled down Meer Cossim, and set up Meer Jaffier again ;
and Meer Cossim, after revenging himself by a massacre
surpassing in atrocity that of the Black Hole, fled to the
dominions of the Nabob of Oude. At every one of these
revolutions, the new prince divided among his foreign masters
whatever could be scraped together from the treasury of his
fallen predecessor. The immense population of his dominions
was given up as a prey to those who had made him a sove-
reign, and who could unmake him. The servants of the
Company obtained, not for their employers, but for them-
gelves, a monopoly of almost the whole internal trade.. They
forced the natives to buy dear and to sell cheap.  They
insulted with impunity the tribunals, the police, and the
fiscal authorities of the country. They covered with their
protection a set of native dependents who ranged through
the provinces, spreading desolation and terror wherever they
appeared. Every servant of a British factor was armed with
all the power of his master ; and his muster wag armed with
all the power of the Company. Boormous fortuncs were
thus rapidly accumulated at Caloutta, while thirty millions
of human beings were reduced to the extremity of wretched-
ness. They had been accustomed to live under tyranny, but
never under tyranny like this. They found the little finger
of the Company thicker than the loins of Surajah Dowlah.
Tader their old measters they had ati leagt one resonree @ when
the evil became insupportable, the people rose and pulled
down the government. But the English government was
not to be shaken off. That government, oppressive as the
most oppressive form of barbarian despotism, was strong
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with all the strength of civilisation. It resembled the
government of evil Genii, rather than the government of
human tyrants. Even despair could not inspire the soft
Bengalee with courage to confront men of English breed, the
hereditary nobility of mankind, whose skill and valour had
80 often triumphed in spite of tenfold odds. The unhappy
race never attempted resistance. Sometimes they submitted
in patient misery.  Sometimes they fled from the white man,
as their fathers bad been used to fly from the Mahratta ; and
the palanquin of the English traveller was often carried
through silent villages and towns, which the report of his
approach had made desolate.

The foreign lords of Bengal were naturally objects of
hatred to all the neighbouring powers; and to all the
haughty race presented a dauntless front. Their armies,
every where outhumbered, were every where victorious. A
guccession of commanders, formed in the school of Clive, still
mainteined the fame of their country. Tt must be acknow-
ledged,” says the Mussulman historian of those times, ** that
this nation’s presence of mind, firmness of temper, and un-
daunted bravery, are past all question. They join the most
resolute courage to the most cautious prudence ; nor have
they their equals in the art of ranging themselves in battle
array and fighting in order. Tf to so many military qualifi-
cations they knew how to join the arts of government, if
they exerted ag much ingenuity and solicitude in relieving
the people of God, as they do in whatever concerns their
military affairs, no nation in the world would be preferable
to them, or worthier of command. But the people under
their dominion groan every where, and are reduced to poverty
and digtress. Oh God! come to the assistance of thine
afflicted servants, and deliver them from the oppressions
which they suffer.”

It was impossible, however, that even the military estab-
lishment should long continue exempt from the vices which
pervaded every other part of the government. Rapacity,

10

20

30




66 LORD CLIVE

luxury, and the spirit of insubordination spread from the
civil service to the officers of the army, and from the officers
to the soldiers. The evil continued to grow till every mess-
room became the scat of conspiracy and cabal, and ill the
sepoys could be kept in order only by wholesale execu-
tions.

At length the state of things in Bengal began to excite
uneasiness at home. A succession of revolutions ; a dis-
organized administration ; the natives pillaged, yet the Com-

10 pany not enriched ; every fleet bringing back fortunate
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adventurers who were able to purchase manors and to build
stately dwellings, yet bringing back also alarming accounts
of the financial prospects of the government ; war on the
frontiers ; disaffection in the army ; the national character dis-
graced by excesses resembling those of Verres and Pizarro ;
such was the spectacle which dismayed those who were con-
versant with Indian affairs. The general cry was that (live,
and Clive alone, could save the empire which he had femded.

This feeling manifested itself in the strongest manner at g
very full General Court of Proprictors. Men of all parties,
forgetting their fouds and trembling for their dividends,
exclaimed thati Clive was the man whomn the erisis cequired,
that the oppressive proceedings which had been adopted
respecting his estate ought to be dropped, and that he ought
to be entreated to return to India.

Clive rose. As to his estate, he said, he would make such
propositions to the Directors as would, he trusted, lead to an
amicable settlement. But there was a still greater difficulty.
It was proper to tell them that he would never undertake
the government of Bengal while his enemy Sulivan was chair-
man of the Company. The tumult was violent. Sulivan
could scarcely obtain a hearing. An overwhelming majority
of the assembly was on Clive’s side. Sulivan wished to try
the result of a ballot. But, according to the by-laws of the
Company, there can be no ballot except on a requisition
signed by nine proprietors ; and, though hundreds were

]
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present, nine persons could not be found to set their hands
to such a requisition.

Clive was in consequence nominated Governor and Com-
mander-in-Chief of the British possessions in Bengal. But
he adhered to his declaration, and refused to enter on his
office till the event of the next election of Directors should
be known. The contest was obstinate ; but Clive triumphed.
Sulivan, lately absolute master of the India House, was
within a vote of losing his own seat ; and hoth the chairman
and the deputy-chairman were friends of the new governor.

Such were the circumstances under which Lord Clive gailed
for the third and last time to India. In May, 1765, he
reached Caleutta; and he found the whole machine of
government even more fearfully disorganized than he had
anticipated. Meer Jaffier, who had some time before lost
his eldest son Meecran, had died while Clive was on hiyg
voyage out. The English functionaries at Calcutta had
alreaely received from home strict orders not to aceepts pro-
sents from the native princes. But, eager for gain, and
unaccustomed to respect the commands of their distant,
ignorant, and negligent masters, they again set up the
throne of Bengal to sale. About one hundred and forty
thousand pounds sterling was distributed among nine of the
most powerful servants of the Company ; and, in considera-
tion of this bribe, an infant son of the deccased Nabob wasg
placed on the seat of his father. The news of the igno-
minious bargain met Clive on his arrival. In a private letter
written immediately after his landing to an intimate friend,
he poured out his feelings in language which, proceeding
from a man so daring, so resolute, and so Little given to
theatrical display of sentiment, seems to us singularly touch-
ing. ““Alas!” he says, “ how is the Kinglish name sunk !
I could not avoid paying the tribute of a few tears to the
departed and lost fame of the British nation—irrecoverably
80, I fear. However, I do declare, by that great Being who
is the searcher of all hearts, and to whom we must be
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accountable if there be a hereafter, that 1 am come out with
a mind superior to all corruption, and that I am determined
to destroy these great and growing evils, or perish in the
attempt.”

The Council met, and Clive stated to them his {full deter-
mination to make a thorough reform, and to use for that
purpose the whole of the ample authority, civil and military,
which had been confided to him. Johnstone, one of the
boldest and worst men in the assembly, made some show of
opposition. Clive interrupted him, and haughtily demanded
whether he meant to question the power of the new govern-
ment. Johnstone was cowed, and disclaimed any such in-
tention. All the faces round the board grew long and pale ;
and not another syllable of dissent was uttered.

Clive redeemed his pledge. He remained in India about a
year and a half ; and in that short time effected one of the
most extensive, difficult, and salutary reforms that ever was
accomplished by any statesman. 'This was the partoof his
life on which he afterwards looked back with most pride.
He had it in his power to triple his already splendid for
tune ; to connive at abuses while pretending to remove
them ; to conciliate the good-will of all the English in
Bengal, by giving up to their rapacity a helpless and timid
race, who knew not where lay the island which sent fortt
their oppressors, and whose complaints had little chance of
being heard across fifteen thousand miles of ocean.  He knew
that, if he applied himself in earnest to the work of refor-
mation, he should raise every bud passion in amms against
him. He knew how unscrupulous, how inrplacable, would
be the hatred of these ravenous adventurers who, having
counted on accumulating in a few months fortunes sufficient
o support pesrages, shoukt lind afl thete hopes frustrated.
But he had chosen the good part; and he called up all the
force of his mind for a battle far harder than that of Plassey.
At first success scemed hopeless; but soon all obstacles
began to bend bcfore that ivon courage and that vehement
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will. - The receiving of presents from the natives was rigidly
prohibited. The private trade of the servants of the Com-
pany was put down. The whole settlement seemed to be
set, as one man, against these measures. But the inexorable
governor declared. that, if he could not find support at Fort
William, he would procure it elsewhere, and sent for some
¢ivil servants from Madras to assist him in carrying on the
administration. The most factious of his opponents he
turned out of their offices. The rest submitted to what
wag inevitable ; and in a very short time all resistance was
quelled. _

But Clive was far too wise a man not to see that the
recent abuses were partly to be ascribed to a cause which
could not fail to produce similar abuses, as soon as the
pressure of his strong hand was withdrawn. The Company
had follewed a mistaken policy with respect to the remunera-
tion of its servants. The salaries were too low to afford even
those induluences which are necessary to the health and com-
fort of Europeans in a tropical climate. To lay by a rupee
from such scanty pay was impossible. It could not be sup-
posed that men of even average abilities would consent to
pass the best years of life in exile, under a burning sun, for
no other consideration than these stinted wages. It had
accordingly been understood, from a very early period, that
the Company’s agents were at liberty to eunrich themselves
by their private trade. This practice bad been seriously
injurious to the commercial interests of the corporation.
That very intelligent observer, Siv Thomas Roe, in the reign
of James the First, strongly urged the Directors to apply
a remedy to the abuse.  “ Absolutely prohibit the private
trade,” said he; “for your business will be better done.
1 know this is harsh, Men profess thoy come nob for bare
wages. But you will take away this plea if you give great
wages to their content ; and then you know what you part
from.”

Tn spite of this excellent advice, the Company adhered to
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the old system, paid low salaries, and connived at the in-
direct gains of the agents. The pay of a member of Council
was only three hundred pounds a year. Yet it was notorious
that such a functionary could not live in India for lesy than
ten times that sum ; and it could not be expected that he
would be content to live even handsomely in India without
laying up something against the time of his return to Kng-
land. This system, before the conquest of Bengal, might
affect; the amount of the dividends payable to the proprietors,

10 but could do little harm in any other way. But the Com-

pany was now a ruling body. Its servants might still be
called factors, junior merchants, senior merchants. But they
were in truth proconsuls, proprators, procurators of exten-
give regions. They had immense power. Their regular pay
was universally admitted to be insufficient. They were, by
the ancient usage of the gervice, and by the implied per-
mission of their employers, warranted in enriching them-
selves by indirect means ; and this had been the orivin of
the frightful oppression and corruption which had desolated

20 Bengal. Clive saw clearly that it was absurd to give men

power, and to require them to live in penury. He justly
concluded that no reform could be effectual which should
not be coupled with a plan for liberally remunerating the
civil servants of the Company. The Directors, he knew,
were not disposed to sanction any increase of the salaries
out of their own treasury. The only course which remained
open to the governor was one which exposed him to much
misrepresentation, but which we think him fully justified in
adopting. He appropriated to the support of the service

30 the monopoly of salt, which has formed, down to our own

time, a principal head of Indian revenue; and he divided
the proceeds according to a scale which seems to have been
not unreasonably fixed. He wag in consequence accused by
his enemies, and has been accused by historians, of disobeying
his instractions, of violating his promises, of authorising that
very abuse which it was his special mission to destroy,
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namely, the trade of the Company’s servants. But every
discerning and impartial judge will admit, that there was
really nothing in common between the system which he set
up and that which he was sent to destroy. The monopoly
of salt had been a source of revenue to the governments
of India before Clive was born. It continued to be so long
after his death. The civil servants were clearly entitled to
a maintenance out of the revenue; and all that Clive did
was to charge a particular portion of the revenue with their
maintenance. He thus, while he put an end to the practices
by which gigantic fortunes had been rapidly accumulated,
gave to every British functionary employed in the East the
means of slowly, but surely, acquiring a competence. Yet
such is the injustice of mankind that none of those acts
which are the real stains of his life has drawn on him so
much obloguy as this measure, which was in truth a reform
necessary to the success of all his other reforms.

e had guelled the opposition of the civil service : that
of the army was more formidable. Some of the retrench-
ments which had been ordered by the Directors affected the
interests of the military service ; and a storm arose, such as
even Cwesar would not willingly have faced. It was no light
thing to encounter the resistance of those who held the
power of the sword, in a country governed only by the
sword. Two hundred English officers engaged in a con-
spiracy against the government, and determined to resign
their commissions on the same day, not doubting that Clive
would grant any terms rather than see the army, on which
alone the British empire in the Hasgt rested, left without
commanders. They little knew the unconquerable spirit
with which they had to deal. Clive had still a few officers
round his person on whom he could rely. He sent to Fort
St. George for a fresh supply. He gave commissions even
to mercantile merchants who were disposed to support him at
this crisis ; and he sent orders that every officer who re-
signed should be instantly brought up to Caleutta. The
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conspirators found that they had miscaleulated. The gover-
nor was inexorable. The troops were steady. The sepoys,
over whom Clive had always possessed extraordinary in-
fluence, stood by him with unshaken fidelity. The leaders
in th_e plot were arrested, tried, and cashiered. The rest,
humbled and dispirited, begged to be permitited to withdraw
their resignations. Many of them declared their repentance
even with tears. The younger offenders Clive treated with
lenity. To the ringleaders he was inflexibly severe; but

10 his severity was pure from all taint of private malevolence.
While he sternly upheld the just authority of his office, he
passed by personal insults and injuries with magnanimous
disdain. One of the conspirators was accused of having
planned the assassination of the governor ; but Clive would
not listen to the charge. “The officers,” he said, *are
Englishmen, not assassins.”

While he reformed the civil service and established his
authority over the army, he was equally successful in his
foreign policy. His landing on Indian ground was the

20 signal for immediate peace. The Nabob of Oude, with a
large army, lay at that time on the frontier of Bahar. He
had been joined by many Afghans and Mahrattas, and there
was no small reason to expect a general coalition of all the
native powers against the English. But the name of Clive
quelled in an instant all opposition. 'The enemy implored
peace in the humblest language, and submitted to such terms
as the new governor chose to dictate.

At the same time, the government of Bengal was placed on
a new footing. The power of the Inglish in that province

30 had hitherto been altogether undefined. 14 was unknown to
the ancient constitution of the enipire, and it had been ascer-
tained hy no compact. Tt regembled the power which, in
the last decrepitude of the Western Empiré, was exercigsed
over Italy by the great chiefs of foreign mercenaries, the
Ricimers and the Odoacers, who put wp and pulled down at
their pleasure a succession of insignificant princes, dignified
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with the names of Cesar and Augustus. But as in Italy, so
in India, the warlike strangers at length found it expedient
to give to a domination which had been established by arms
the sanction of law and ancient prescription. Theodoric
thought it politic to obtain from the distant court of By-
zantium a commission appointing him ruler of Italy; and
(ilive, in the same manner, applied to the Court of Delhi
for a formal grant of the powers of which he already
possessed the reality.  The Mogul was absolutely helpless ;
and, though he murmured, had reason to be well pleased
that the English were disposed to give solid rupees which
he never could have extorted from them, in exchange for a
fow Persian characters which cost him nothing. A bargain
was speedily struck ; and the titular sovereign of Hindostan
issued a warrant, empowering the Company to collect and
administer the revenues of Bengal, Orissa, and Bahar.

There was still a Nabob, who stood to the British au-
thowties in the same relation in which the last drivelling
Chilperics and Childerics of the Merovingian line stood to
their able and vigorous Mayors of the Palace, to Charles
Martel and to Pepin. At one time Clive had almost made
wp his mind to discard this phantom altogether; but he
afterwards thought that it might be convenient still to
use the name of the Nabob, particularly in dealings with
other Kuropean nations. The French, the Dutch, and the
Danes would, he conceived, submit far more readily to the
authority of the native Prince, whom they had always been
accustomed to respect, than to that of a rival trading corpor-
ation. This policy may, at that time, have been judicious.
Bat the pretence was soon found to be too flimsy to impose
on any body; and it was altogether laid aside. The heir
of Meer Jafficr still vesides at Moorshedabad, the ancient
capital of his house, still bears the title of Nabob, is still
accostod by the English as  Your Highness,” and is still
suffered o retain a portion of the regal state which sur-
rounded his ancestors. A pension of a hundred and sixty
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thousand pounds a year is annually paid to him by the
government. His carriage ig surrounded by guards, and
preceded by attendants with silver maces. His person and
his dwelling are exempted from the ordinary authority of
the ministers of justice. But he has not the smallest share
of political power, and is, in fact, only a noble and wealthy
subject of the Company.

It would have been cagy for Clive, during his second
administration in Bengal, to accumulate riches such a8 no
subject in Europe possessed.  He might indeed, without
subjecting the rich inhabitants of the province to any
pressure beyond that to which their mildest rulers had
acoustomed them, have received presents to the amount of
three hundred thousand pounds a year. The neighbouring
princes would gladly have paid any price for his favour,
But he appears to have strictly adhered to the rules which
he had laid down for the guidance of others. The Rajah of
Benares offered him diamonds of great value. The Nabob
of Oude pressed him to aceept a large sum of money and a
casket of costly jewels. Clive courteously, but peremptorily
refused ; and it should be observed that he made no merit of
his refusal, and that the facts did not come to light till after
his death. He kept an exact account of his salary, of his
share of the profits accruing from the trade in salt, and of
those presents which, according to the fashjon of the Kasgt, it
would be churlish to refuse. Out of the sum arising from
these resources he defrayed the expenses of his situation.
The surplus he divided among a few attached friends who
had accompanied him to India, He always boasted, and, ag
far as we can judge, he boasted with truth, that his last
administration diminished ingtead of increased his fortune.

One large sum indeed he aceepted.  Meer Jaffier had
left him by will above sixty thousand pounds sterling in
specie and jewels: and the rules which had been recently
laid down extended only to presents from the living, and
did not affect legacies from the dead. Clive took the
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money, but n(;t for himself. He made the Wl}ole (')ver 1.30
the Company, in trust for officers and soldiers invalided in
their service. The fund which still bears his name owes
its origin to this princely donation. .

After a stay of eighteen months, the state of his health
made it necessary for him to return to Europe. At the
close of January, 1767, he quitted for the last t.ime the
country on whose destinies he had exercised so mighty an
influence.

His second return from Bengal was not, like his first,
greeted by the acclamations of his countrymen. Numerqus
causes were already at work which embittered the remain-
ing years of his life, and hurried him to an untlme?y
grave. His old enemies at the India House were still
powerful and active; and they had been reinforcet'i by a
]?u'gu band. of allies whose violence far exceeded their own.
The whole crew of pilferers and oppressors from. whom he
had pescued Bengal persecuted him with the implacable
rancour which belongs to such abject natures. Many of
them even invested their property in India stock, merely
that they might be better able to annoy the man whose
firmuess had set bounds to their rapacity. Lying news-
papers were set up for no purpose but to abuse him ; and
the temper of the public mind was then such, that these
arts, which under ordinary circumstances, would have been
ineffectual against truth and merit, produced an extra-
ordinary impression. .

The great events which had taken place in India had
called into existence a new class of Englishmen, to whom
their countrymen gave the name of Nabobs. 'l‘hcse. persons
had generally sprung from families neither ancient nor
opulent 5 they had generally been sent at an early age o
the Bast; and they had there acquired large fortunes,
which they had brought back to their native land. It. was
natural that, not having had much opportunity of mixing
with the best society, they should exhibit some of the
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awkwardness and some of the pomposity of upstarts. Tt
was natural that, during their sojourn in Asia, they should
have acquired some tastes and habits surprising, if not
disgusting, to persons who never had quitted Kurope. 1t
was natural that, having enjoyed great consideration in
the Kast, they should not be disposed to sink into obscurity
at home; and as they had money, and had not birth or
high connection, it was natural that they shonld display a
little obtrusively the single advantage which they possessed.

10 Wherever they settled there was a kind of feud between

20

30

them and the old nobility and gentry, similar to that
which raged in France between the farmer-general and
the marquis. Thig enmity to the aristocracy long con-
tinued to distinguish the servants of the Company. More
than twenty years after the time of which we are now
speaking, Burke pronounced that among the Jacobins might;
be reckoned *“ the East Indians almost to a man, who cannot
bear to find that their present importance does not hear a
proportion to their wealth.”

The Nabobs soon became a mosgt unpopular class of men.
Some of them had in the HKast displayed eminent talents.
and rendered great sevvices to the state; but ab home
their talents were not shown to advantage, and their ser-
vices were little known. That they had sprung from
obscurity, that they had acquired great wealth, that they
exhibited it insolently, that they spent it extravagantly,
that they raised the price of every thing in their neigh-
bourhood, from fresh eggs to rotten boroughs, that their
liveries outshone those of dukes, that their coaches were
finer than that of the Loed Mayor, that the examples of
their large and ill-governed households corrupted half the
servants in the country. that some of them. with all their
magnificence, could not catch the tone of good society,
but, in spite of the stud and the crowd of menials, of the
plate and the Dresden china, of the venison and the Bur-
gundy, were still low men; these were things which
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excited, both in the class from which they had sprung and
in the class into which they attempted to force themselves,
the bitter aversion which is the effect of mingled envy
and contempt. But when it was also rumoured that the
fortune which had enabled its possessor to eclipse the
Lord-Lieutenant on the race-ground, or to carry the county
against the head of a house as old as Domesday Book, had
been accumulated by violating public faith, by deposing
Jegitimate princes, by reducing whole provinces to beggary,
all the higher and better as well as all the low and evil
parts of human nature were stirred against the wretch
who had obtained by guilt and dishonour the riches which
he now lavished with arrogant and inelegant profusion.
The unfortunate Nabob seemed to be made up of those
foibles against which comedy has pointed the most merci-
less ridicule, and of those crimes which have thrown the
deepest gloom over tragedy, of Turcaret and Nero, of
Mongwor Jonrdain and Richard the Third. A tempest
of execration and derision, such as can be compared only
to that outbreak of public feeling against the Puritans
which took place at the time of the Restoration, bursi
on the servants of the Company. The humane man was
horror-struck at the way in which they had got their
money, the thrifty man at the way in which they spent
it.  The dilettante sucered ot their want of taste. The
macearoni  black-balled them as valgar fellows.  Writers
the most unlike in sentiment and style, Methodists and
libertines, philosophers and buffoons, were for once on the
same side. It is hardly too much to say that, during a
space of about thirty years, the whole lighter literature
of England was coloured by the feelings which we have
desciibed.  Foote brought on the sltage an Anglo-Indian
chief, dissolute, ungenerous, and tyrannical, ashamed of the
humble friends of his youth, hating the aristocracy, yet
childishly eager to be numbered among them, squander-
ing his wealth on pandars and Hlatterers, tricking out his

=

0

20

30




10

78 LORD CLIVE

chairmen with the most costly hot-house flowers, and
astounding the ignorant with jargon about rupees, lacs,
and jaghires. Mackenzie, with more delicate humour,
depicted a plain country family raised by the Indian
acquisitions of one of its members to sudden opulence,
and exciting derision by an awkward mimicry of the
manners of the great. Cowper, in that lofty expostula-
tion which glows with the very spirit of the Hebrew
poets, placed the oppression of India foremost in the Ligh
of those national crimes for which God had punished
England with years of disastrous war, with discomfiture in
her own scas, and with the loss of her transatlantic em-
pire. If any of our readers will take the trouble to
search in the dusty recesses of circulating libraries for
some novel published sixty vears ago, the chance is that
the villain or sub-villain of the story will prove to be a
savage old Nabob, with an immense fortune, a tawny
complexion, a bad liver, and a worse heart. "
Such, as far as we can now judge, was the feeling of

20 the country respecting Nabobs in general. And Clive ‘was

eminently the Nabob, the ablest, the most celebrated, the
highest in rank, the highest in fortune, of all the frater-
nity. His wealth was exhibited in a manner which could
not fail to excite odium. He lived with great magnificence
in Berkeley Square. He reared one palace in Shropshire
and another at Claremont. His parliamentary influence
might vie with that of the greatest families. But in all
this splendour and power envy found something to sneer
at. On some of his relations wealth and dignity seem to

30 have sat as awkwardly as on Mackenzie’s Margery Mush-

room. Nor was he himself, with all his great qualities,
free from those weaknesses which the sativists of that age
represented as characteristic of his whole class. In the field,
indeed, his habits were remarkably simple. He was con-
stantly on horseback, was never seen but in his uniform,
never wore silk, niever entered a palanquin, and was content
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with the plainest fare. But when he was no longer at the
head of an army, he laid aside this Spartan temperance for
the ostentatious luxury of a Sybarite. Though his person
was ungraceful, and though his harsh features were re-
deemed from vulgar ugliness only by their stern, dauntless
and commanding expression, he was fond of rich and gay
clothing, and replenished his wardrobe with absurd pro-
fusion. Sir John Malcolm gives us a letter worthy of Sir
Matthew Mite, in which Clive orders * two hundred shirts,
the best and finest that can be got for love or money.” A
few follies of this description, grossly exaggerated by report,
produced an unfavourable impression on the public mind.
But this was not the worst. Black stories, of which the
greater part were pure inventions, were circulated respect-
ing his conduct in the East. He had to bear the whole
odium, not only of those bad acts to which he had once or
twice stooped, but of all the bad acts of all the English in
Indics, of bad acts committed when he was absent, nay, of
bad acts which he had manfully opposed and severcly
punished. The very abuses against which he had waged an
honest, regolute, and successful war, were laid to his account.
He was, in fact, regarded as the personification of all the
vices and weaknesses which the public, with or without
reason, asceribed to the English adventurers in Asia. We
have ourselves heard old men, who knew nothing of his
history, but who still retained the prejudices conceived in
their youth, talk of him as an incarnate fiend. Johnson
always held this language. Brown, whom Clive employed
to Iay out his pleasure grounds, was amazed to see in the
house of his noble employer a chest which had once been
filled with gold from the treasury of Moorshedabad, and
could not understand how the conscience of the criminal
could suffer him to sleep with such an object so near to
his bedchamber. The peasantry of Surrey looked with
mysterious horror on the stately house which was rising at
Claremont, and whispered that the great wicked lord had

30
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ordered the walls to be made so thick in order to keep out,
the devil, who would one day carry him away bodily.
Among the gaping clowns who drank in this frightful story
was a worthless ugly Iad of the name of Hunter, since
widely known ag  William Huntington, S.8.; and the
superstition which was strangely mingled with the knavery
of that remarkable impostor seems to have derived no small
nufriment from the tales which he heard of the life and
character of (live.

10 In the mean fime, the impulse which Clive had given to
the administration of Bengal was constantly  becoming
fainter and fainter. i policy was to a great extent
abandoned ; the abuses which he had suppressed began to
revive ; and at length the evils which a bad government
had engendered were ageravated by one of those fearful
visitations which the best government cannot avert.  in
the summer of 1770, the rains failed i the earth was parchid
up ; the tanks were emipty ; the rivers sheank withineihen
beds ; and a famine, such as is known only in countrios

20 wheie every household depends for support on its own it
patch of cultivation, filled the whole vallay of the Canges
with misery and death.  Pender and delieate women, whose
veils bad never been lifted before the public gaze, came
forth from the inner chambers in which astern jealousy
had kept watch over their beauty, threw themselves on the
earth before the passers-by, and, with Joud wailings,
implored a handful of rice for their children. The Hoogley
every day rolled down thousands of corpses close to the
porticoes and gardens of the English conipuerors,  The very

30 streets of Caleutta were blocked up by the dying and the
dead. The lean and feeble survivors had not energy enongh
to bear the bodies of theiv Kindred (o ihe Tuncead pile or
to the holy river, or even to seare away the jackals and
vultures, who fed on human remaing in the face of day.
The extent of the mortality was never ascertained ; but it
was popularly reckoned by millions, This melancholy in-
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telligence added to the excitement which ah'?ady prevailed
in England on Indian subjects. The proprietors of East
India stock were uneasy about their dividends. All men
of common humanity were touched by the calamities of our
unhappy subjects ; and indignation soon began to ming{e
itself with pity. It was rumoured that the Companys
servants had created the famine by engrossing all the rice
of the country; that they had sold grain for eight, ten,
twelye times the price at which they had bought it; that
one English functionary who, the year before, was not
worth a hundred guineas, had, during that season of misery,
remitted sixty thousand pounds to London. These charges
we believe to have been unfounded. That servants _of t;]_:e
Company had ventured, since Clive’s departure, to deal in
rice, is probable. That, if they dealt in rice, they must have
gained by the scarcity, is certain.  But there is no reason fo.r
thinking that they either produced or aggravated an 0.v11
which physicid cinses sufticicntly explain. The outory ‘wluulh
was radsed against thetn on this oceasion was, woe suspeci,
an absurd ag the imputations which, in times of dunrﬂl ab
home. were once thrown by statesmen and judges, and are
still thrown by two or three old women, on the corn factors.
It was, however, so loud and so general, that it appears to
have imposed even on an intellect raised so high abox.re
vulgar prejudices as that of Adam Smith. Wlmt.wzts still
more extraordinary, these unhappy events greatly iner a:m(jd
the unpopularity of Lord Clive. He had_ been some years in
Kngland when the famine took place.  None of hw measires
bad the smallest tendency to produce such a (::mlmmty.. If
the servants of the Company had traded in vice, they #1;»(1
done so in direct contravention of the rule which he had
Inid down, and, while in power, had resclutely enforced.

l .
But, in the eyes of his countrymen, he was, as we have said,

the Nabob, the Anglo-Indian churacter personified ; and,
while he was bnilding and planting in Surrey, he was held
responsible for all the effects of a dry season in Bengal.
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Parliament had hitherto bestowed very little attention on
our BEastern possessions. Since the death of George the
Second, a rapid succession of weak administrations, cach of
which was in turn flattered and betrayed by the Céurt, had
held the semblance of power. Intrigues in the palace, riots
in the capital, and insurrectionary movements in the
American colonies, had left the advisers of the Crown little
leisure to study Indian politics. Where they did interfere,
their interference was feeble and irresolute. TLord Chatham

10 indeed, during the short period of his ascendency in th(;
councils of George the Third, had meditated a bold and
sweeping measure respecting the acquisitions of the Com-
pany. But his plans were rendered abortive by the strange
malady which about that time began to overcloud his
splendid genius,

At length, in 1772, it was generally felt that Parliament
could no longer neglect the affairs of India. The Govern-
ment was stronger than any which had held power sinee the
breach betweon Mr. Ritt and the grewt Whig uummct,i(‘)'n in

20 1761. No pressing question of domestic or Huropean policy
required the attention of public men. There was a short
and delusive lull between two tempests.  The excitement
produced by the Middlesex election was over; the dis-
contents of America did not yet threaten civil war: the
ﬁr?a,neia,l difficulties of the Company brought on a crisis ; the
Ministers were forced to take up the subject ; and the whole
storm, which had long been gathering, now broke at once on
the head of Clive.

His situation was indeed singularly unfortunate. Ho was

30 hated throughout the country, hated at the India House,
hated, above all, by those wealthy and powerful servants of
the (Tom.p:mya whose rapacity and tyrauny he had withe
stooq.. He had to bear the double odium of his bad and
of }.JIS good actions, of every Indian abuse and of every
Indian reform. The state of the political world was such
that he could count on the support of no powerful con-
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nection. The party to which he had belonged, that of
George Grenville, had been hostile to the Government, and
yet had never cordially united with the other sections of the
Opposition, with the little band which still followed the
fortunes of Lord Chatham, or with the large and respectable
body of which Lord Rockingham was the acknowledged
leader. George Grenville was now dead ; his followers were
seattered ; and Clive, unconnected with any of the powerful
factions which divided the Parliament, could reckon only
on the votes of those members who were returned by him- 10
gelf. 'His enemies, particularly those who were the cnemies
of his virtues, were unscrupulous, ferocious, implacable.
Their malevolence aimed at nothing less than the utter ruin
of his fame and fortune. They wished to see him expelled
from Parliament, to see his spurs chopped off, to see his
cstate confiscated ; and it may be doubted whether even
such a result as this would have quenched their thirst for
revenge.

Clive’s parliamentary tactics resembled his military tactics.
Deserted, surrounded, outnumbered, and with every thing 20
at stake, he did not even deign to stand on the defensive,
but pushed boldly forward to the attack. At an early
stage of the discussions on Indian affairs he rose, and in
a long and elaborate speech vindicated himself from a
large part of the accusations which had been brought
against him. He is said to have produced a great im-
pression on his audience. Lord Chatham, who, now the
ghost of his former self, loved to haunt the scene of his
glory, was that night under the gallery of the House of
(lommons, and declared that he had never heard a finer 30
speech. It was subsequently printed under Clive’s direc-
tion, and, when the fullest allowance has been made for
the assistance which he may have obtained from literary
friends, proves him to have possessed, not merely strong
gense and a manly spirit, but talents both for disquisition
and declamation which assiduous culture might have
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improved into the highest excellence.  He contined  his
defence on this occasion to the messures of Lis last
adminigtration, and succeeded so far that his enemies
thenceforth thought it expedient to direct their attacks
chiefly against the earlier part of his life.

The earlier part of hiy lifc unfortunately presented some
assailable points to their hostility. A commitlee was
chosen by ballot to inquire into the affaies of India; and
by this committee the whole history of that great revolu-

10 tion which threw down Surajah Dowlah and raised Meer

Jatfier was gifted with malignant care.  Clive was sub-
jected to the most unsparing examination and cross-exam-
ination, and afterwards bitterly complained that he, the
Baron of Plassey, had been treated like u sheep-stealor.
The boldness and ingenuousness of his replies would alone
suffice to show how alien from his nature were the frands
to which, in the course of his Basturn negotistions, he
had sometimes descended.  He avowed the arts which he
had employed 4o decsive Omichand, and resoluiely  said

20 that he was not ashamed of them, and that, in the same

3¢

circumstances, he would again act in the same manner,
He admitted that he had IeiHe Jus
Meee Jafiier; but he denied that, in doing so, he bhad
violated any obligation of morality or honour. He luid
claim, on the continry, and not withoub some reagon, Lo
the praise of eminent disinterestedness.  He  deseribed in
vivid language the situstion in which his victory had
placed him; a great prince dependent on his pleasure ;
an opulent city afraid of being given ap to plunder;
wealthy bankers bididing against cach other for his smiles ;
vaults piled with gold and jewels thrown open to him
alone. “ By God. Mr. Chairman.”” he exclaimed,  at this
moment I stand astonished at my own moderation.”

The inquiry was so extensive that the Houses rosc
before it had been completed. Tt was continued in the
following session. When at length the committee had

ety frosn
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concluded its labours, enlightened and impartial men had
little difficulty in making up their minds as to the result.
It was clear that Clive had been guilty of some acts
which it is impossible to vindicate without attacking the
authority of all the most sacred laws which regulate the
intercourse of individuals and of states. But it was
equally clear that he had displayed great talents, fmd
even great virtues; that he had rendered eminent services
hoth to his country and to the people of India; and that
it was in truth not for his dealings with Meer Jaffier
nor for the fraud which he had practised on Omichund,
but for his determined resistance to avarice and tyranny,
that he was now called in question.

Ordinary criminal justice knows nothing of set-off. The
greatest desert cannot be pleaded in answer to a charge
of the slightest transgression. If a man has sold beer on
Sundwy morning, it is no defence that he has saved the
life of a fellow-creature at the risk of his own. Tf he has
harnessed a Newfoundland dog to his little child’s carriage,
it is no defence that he was wounded at Waterloo. But
it is not in this way that we ought to deal with men
who, raised far above ordinary restraints, and tried by far
more than ordinary temptations; are entitled to a more
than ordinary measure of indulgence. Such men should be
judged by their contemporaries as they will be judged by
posterity. Their bad actions ought not, indeed, to be o,a,l'led
good ; but their good and bad actions ought to be fairly
weighed ; and, if on the whole the good preponderate, the
sentence ought to be one, not merely of acquittal, but of
approbation. Not a single great ruler in history can be
absolved by a judge who fixes his eye inexorably on one
or two unjustifiable acts. Bruce the deliverer of Scotland,
Maurice the deliverer of Germany, William the deliverer
of Holland, his great descendant the deliverer of England,
Murray the good regent, Cosmo the father of his country,
Henry the Fourth of France, Peter the Great of Russia,

B

20

30




10

20

86 LORD CLIVHE

how would the best of them pass such a seruting 7 Hig-
tory takes wider views; and the best tribunal for reat
political cases is the tribunal which anticipates the verdict
of history.

Reasonable and moderate men of all parties felt this
in Clive’s cage. They could not pronounce him blameless ;
but they were not disposed to abandon him to that low-
minded and rancorous pack who had run him down and
were eager to worry him to death. TLord Novth, though
not very friendly to him, was not disposed to go to
extremities against him. While the inquiry was still in
progress, Clive, who had some years before been created
a Knight of the Bath, was installed with great pomp in
Henry the Seventh’s Chapel. Ue was soon after ap-
pointed Lord-Lieutenant of Shropshire.  When he kissed
hands, George the Third, who hud always besn partial to
him, admitted him to a private audience, talked to him
half an hour on Indian politics, and was visibly affected
when the porsecuted general spoke of his services and of
the way in which they had been reguited.

At length the charges cams in a definite form  before
the House of Commons. Burgoyne, chairman of the com-
mittee, a man of wit, fashion, and honour, an agreeable
dramatic writer, an officer whose courage was never et
tioned and whose skill was ati thad tine highly esteenad,
appeared as the accuser.  'i'he membars of the adminigtra.
tion took different sides: for in that age all questions
were open questions, excopt such ag woere broughts forwad
by the Government, or such as mplied some censure on
the  Govornment.  Thuwlow. the
among the agsailants. Wedderburne, the Soficitor-General,
strongly attached fo Clive, defonded Bin feio,
traordinary ftorce of argaiment and  lngusee. 16 is a
curious circumstance that. seine vears Tader, Thurlow wis
the most; congpicuous champion of Warren Hastings, while
Wedderburne was among the most, anrelenting persecutors
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of that great though not faultless statesmun. Clive spoke
in his own defence at less length and with less art
than in the preceding year, but with much energy and
pathos.  He recounted his great actions and his wrongs ;
and, after bidding his hearers remember that they were
about to decide not only on his honour but on their own,
he retired from the House.

The Commons resolved that acquisitions made by the arms
of the State belong to the State alone, and that it is illegal
in the servants of the State to appropriate such acquisitions
to themselves. They resolved that this wholesome rule
appeared to have been systematically violated by the English
functionaries in Bengal. On a subsequent day they went a
step farther, and resolved that Clive had, by means of the
power which he possessed as commander of the British forces
in India, obtained large sums from Meer Jaffier. Here the
House stopped. They had voted the major and minor of
Burgoyne’s syllogism ; but they shrank from drawing the
logical conclusion. When it was moved that Lord Clive had
abused his powers, and set an evil example to the servants of
the public, the previous question was put and carried. At
length, long after the sun had risen on an animated debate,
Wedderburne moved that Lord Clive had at the same time
rendered great and meritorious services to his country ; and
fhis motion passed without a division.

fhe result of this memorable inquiry appeears to us, on the
whole, honourable to the justice, moderation, and discern-
sent of the Commons.  They had indeed no great tem pta-
tion to do wrong.  They would have boen very bad judges
of an accusstion brought against .Jenkingon or against
Willes, But the question respecting Clive was not a
burby yuaesilor s and the House accordingly acted with the
good sense and good feeling which may always be expected
from an assembly of English gentlemen, not blinded by
faction.

The equitable and temperate proceedings of the British
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Parliament were set off to the greatest advantage by a foil.
The wretched government of Louis the Fifteenth had mur-
dered, directly or indirectly, almost every Frenchman who
had served his country with distinction in the East. Labour-
donnais was flung into the Bastile, and, after years of suffer-
ing, left it only to die. Dupleix, stripped of his immense
fortune, and broken-hearted by humiliating attendance in
antechambers, sank into an obscure grave. Lally was
dragged to the common place of execution with a gag

10 between his lips. The Commons of England, on the other

hand, treated their living captain with that discriminating
justice which is seldom shown except to the dead. They
laid down sound general principles ; they delicately pointed
out where he had deviated from those principles ; and they
tempered the gentle censure with liberal eulogy. The con-
trast struck Voltaire, always partial to England, and always
eager to expose the abuses of the Parliaments of France.
Indeed he seems, at this time, to have meditated a history of
the conquest of Bengal. He mentioned hig design to Dr.

20 Moore when that amusing weiter visited him at Ferney.

Wedderburne took great interest in the neatter, and pressed
Clive to furnish materials. Had the plan been carried into
execution, we have no doubt that Voltaire would have pro-
duced a book containing much lively and picturesque narra-
tive, many just and humane sentiments poignantly expressed,
many grotesque blunders, many sneers at the Mosaic chron-
ology, much scandal about the Catholic missionaries, and
much sublime theo-philanthropy, stolen from the New Testa-
ment, and put into the mouths of virtuous and philosophical
Brahming.

Clive was now secure in the enjoyment of his fortune and
his honours. He was surrounded by attached friends and
relations ; and he had not yet passed the season of vigorous
bodily and mental exertion. But clouds had long been
gathering over his mind, and now settled on it in thick
darkness. Hrom early youth he had been subject to fits of
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that strange melancholy  which rejoiceth exceedingly and is
glad when it can find the grave.”” While still a writer at
Madras, he had twice attempted to destroy himself. Business
and prosperity had produced a salutary effect on his spirits.
In India, while he was occupied by great affairs, in England,
while wealth and rank had still the charm of novelty, he had
borne up against his constitutional misery. But he had now
nothing to do, and nothing to wish for. His active spirit in
an inactive situation drooped and withered like a plant in an
uncongenial air. The malignity with which his enemies had
pursued him, the indignity with which he had been treated
by the committee, the censure, lenient as it was, which the
House of Commons had pronounced, the knowledge that he
was regarded by a large portion of his countrymen as a cruel
and perfidious tyrant, all concurred to irritate and depress
him. In the mean time, his temper was tried by acute
physical suffering. During his long residence in tropical
¢limages, he had contracted several painful distempers. In
order to vbtain eage he called in the help of opium ; and he
was gradually enslaved by this treacherous ally. To the
last, however, his genius occasionally flashed through the
gloom. 1t is said that he would sometimes, after sitting
silent and torpid for hours, rouse himself to the discussion of
some great question, would display in full vigour all the
talents of the soldier and the statesman, and would then
sink back into his melancholy repose.

The disputes with America had now become so serious
that an appeal to the sword seemed inevitable; and the
Ministers were desirous to avail themselves of the services of
Clive. Had he still been what he was when he raised the &
siege of Patna, and annihilated the Dutch army and navy at
the mouth of the Ganges, it is not improbable that the
resistance of the Colonists would have been put down, and
that the inevitable separation would have been deferred for
a few years. But it was too late. His strong mind was fast
sinking under many kinds of suffering. On the twenty-
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second of November, 1774, he died by his own hand. He
had just completed his forty-ninth year.

In the awful close of so much prosperity and glory, the
vulgar saw ouly a confirmation of all their prejudices ; and
some men of real piety and genius so far forgot the maxims
both of religion and of philosophy as confidently to ascribo
the mournful event to the just vengeance of God, and to the
horrors of an evil comscience. It is with very different
feelings that we contemplate the spectacle of a greab mind
ruined by the weariness of satiety, by the pangs of wounded
honour, by fatal diseases, and more fatal remedies.

(live committed great faults ; and we have not attempted
to disguise them. But his faults, when weighed against his
merits, and viewed in connection with his temptations, do
not appear to us to deprive him of his right to an honourable
place in the estimation of posterity.

From his first visit to India dates the renown of the
English arms in the East. Till he appeared, his count: ymen
were despised as mere pedlars, while the Xrench were revered
as a people formed for vietory and command. His courags
and capacity dissolved the charm. With the defence of
Arcot commences that long series of Oriental triumphs which
closes with the fall of Ghizni. Nor must we forget that bhe
was only twenty-five years old when he approved himself
ripe for military command. This is a rare if not a singular
distinction. It is true that Alexander, Condé, and Charles
the Twelfth, won great battles at a still earlier age; but
those princes were surrounded by veteran generals of dis-
tinguished skill, to whose suggestions must be attributed the
vietories of the Granicus, of Rocroi, and of Narva. Clive,
an inexperienced youth, had yet more experience than
any of those who served under him. He had to form
himself, to form his officers, and to form his army. The
only man, as far as we recollect, who at an equally early
age ever gave equal proof of talents for war, was Napoleon
Bonaparte.
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From Clive’s second visit to India dates the political
ascendency of the English in that country. His dexterity
and resolution realised, in the course of a few months,
more than all the gorgeous visions which had floated
before the imagination of Dupleix. Such an extent of
cultivated territory, such an amount of revenue, such a
multitude of subjects, was never added to the domtinion
of Rome by the most successful proconsul. Nor were
such wealthy spoils ever borne under arches of triumph,

down the Sacred Way, and through the crowded Forum, 10

to the threshold of Tarpeian Jove. The fame of those
who subdued Antiochus and Tigranes grows dim when
compared with the splendour of the exploits which the
young English adventurer achieved at the head of an
army not equal in numbers to one half of a Roman
legion.

From Clive’s third visit to India dates the purity of
the gdministration of our Eastern empire. When he
landed in Calcutta in 1765, Bengal was regarded as a

place to which Englishmen were gent only to get rich, 20

by any means, in the shortest possible time. He tirst
made dauntless and unsparing war on that gigantic
system of oppression, extortion, and corruption. In that
war he manfully put to hazard his ease, his fame, and
his splendid fortune. The same sense of justice which
forhids us to conceal or extenuate the faults of his earlier
days compels us to admit that those faults were nobly
repaired. If the reproach of the Company and of its
servants has been taken away, if in India the yoke of

foreign masters, elsewherc the heaviest of all yokes, has 3¢

been found lighter than that of any native dynasty, if
to that gang of public robbers which formerly spread
terror through the wholé plain of Bengal has succeeded
a body of functionaries not more highly distinguished by
ability and dilgence than by integrity, disinterestedness,
and public spirit, if we now see such men as Munro,
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Elphinstone, and Metealfe, after leading victorious armies,
after making and deposing kings, return, proud of their
honourable poverty, from a land which once held out to
every greedy factor the hope of boundless wealth, the
praise is in no small measure due to Clive. His name
stands high on the roll of conquerors. But it is found
in a better list, in the list of those who have done and
suffered much for the happiness of mankind. To the
warrior, history will assign a place in the same rank with

10 Lucullus and Trajan. Nor will she deny to the reformer

a share of that veneration with which France cherishes
the memory of Turgot, and with which the latest genera-
tions of Hindoos will contemplate the statue of Lord
William Bentinck.

LIBRARY

360

P. 1, 1. 5. Every schoolboy knows. This expression has become
almost proverbial, but Macaulay attributed to schoolboys an
amount of information far beyond their ordinary acquirements,
though slight enough to his own precocity and insatiable love of
reading. who imprisoned Montezuma. In 1518, Hernando
Cortes, a Spaniard of good family, was entrusted by Diego
Velasquez, governor of Cuba, with an expedition of discovery
on the mainland of America. Passing round the coast of
Yucatan, Cortes, with some five hundred Spaniards, two
hund®ed Indian allies, and a few guns, entered what was after-
wards called New Spain at the river Grijawa. Pushing on to
Tabasco, and defeating the Tabascans, he continued his march
along the coast by Cempoalla and Tlascala, and reached Mexico
in November, 1519. There, though Montezuma, the king, was
naturally suspicious of his designs, he was received in a friendly
manner, a place of residence being allotted to the Spanish forces.
For & time these friendly relations continued ; but Cortes, finding
his position one of great hazard in the midst of a city so
populous as Mexico, before long determined to seize the person
of the king, and keep him as a hostage. This design he carried
out, and the unfortunate monarch was compelled to take up his
residence in the Spanish quarters where, though still allowed to
play at being a king, he was in reality a prisoner. In the follow-
ing year, hostilities having broken out between the Spaniards
and the Mexicans, Montezuma was slain by his own subjects
while endeavouring to pacify them.

1. 6. who strangled Atahualpa. In 1524 Francisco Pizarro
and Diego Almagro were permitted by the king of Spain to
fit out an expedition to the East. After many adventures in
various parts of the New World, they in 1532 reached Peru where
Atahualpa, or Atahuallpa, was king, or Ynea, as the title was.
Entering Cassamarca, a city before which Atahuallpa was then
encamped, Pizarro persuaded the monarch to grant him an
interview, At this interview Father Vicente, Pizarro’s spokes:

12 93
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man, endeavoured the conversion of the Ynca to the Christian
faith, and demanded payment of tribute to the king of Spain.
On both points Atahuallpa returned an indignant refusal ; where-
upon Pizarro, who had already disposed his troops in readiness
for such a contingency, treacherously massacred the Ynca’s body-
guard, and made him prisoner, Shortly afterwards, on' the
pretence of a conspiracy, Pizarro caused Atahuallpa to be
strangled with a cross-bow string, having previously compelled
him to embrace Christianity in order to escape the still more
painful death of burning.

1. 8. the battle of Buxar, in 1764 Shuja-ud-daunla, Nawdb of
Oudh, with Shih Alam, the emperor’s son, and Mir Késim,
Nawdb of Bengal, whose cause against the English he had
espoused, marched upon Patna, but being repulsed from that
place, withdrew for the rainy scason to Baksir on the Ganges.
In October, Major Munro, with a force of seven thousand men,
mostly sepoys, with twenty-eight guns, met the Nawdb’s army
of more than fifty thousand men, including many thousand
hardy Afghdn horsemen, and completely defeated him, ‘This
great victory opened the way to the capture of Allahdbdd, and
drove Shdh Alam to treat for peace when he succesded Alamgir
as emperor. Shuja-ud-daula afterwards became an ally of the
English, who maintained him on his throne, and later on helped
him to a large accession of terrvitory, :

il. 8, 9. who perpetrated ... Patna, in the earlier days of his
rule, Mir Kisim had done everything to cultivate the gaodwill
of the English, but before long the rapacity of the factors of the
Jompany Jed to a quarrel, asd in June, 1763, Kllis, a violent
and unscrupulous man, nt the head of the Patua factory, seized
upon that city. 'The Nawdb easily recovered it, making
prisoners of Ellis and about one hundred and fifty other
Englishmen, of whom fifty were officers of the Cempany. In
August, Mir Kdsim was defeuted in the battle of Gtheriah, while
Manghir was tuken in the following month. TIn his rage ab
these reverses, Mir Kdsim put to death all his Knglish prisoners
at Patna, together with several of his own mobles and officers
who had been friendly to the English,

1, 10. Travancore, a province on the sonth-eastern coust be-
longing to the Peru Mal dynasty, a Kshatriya race dating from
the fourth century A.n. They have always been bold and war-
like and successfully opposed Muslim agzression. In 1805 the
Réja made a ‘“subsidiary slliance” with the British., Holkar,
Jeswant Rio, one of the principal chiefs of the Mardthas, ruling
in Mdlwa. He was frequently In arme against: the Knglish, but
was ultimately stripped of much of his territory, and reduced to
gubjection. His descendant still rales at Indor vnder the pro
tection of the British Government. See Introduction

NOTES. o5

IL 11-8. Yet the victorles ... skies. Macaulay’s picture of the
Mexicans underrates the pitch of civilization at which they had
arrived. Though they had no letters, their picture-writing
evidenced considerable art, they were skilful painters, and had
numerous colleges. They excelled greatly in architecture, and
while Mexico itself was superior as u city to anything in Spain,
the neighbouring cities of Tlascala, Cholula, Yzzucan, were as
large and well-built as Cordova, Sevile, Barcelona. The market-
place at Mexico for its vast size, the variety of its merchandize,
and the perfection of its arrangement, was such as the Spaniard
soldiers had never seen. The population of the place is
estimated at three hundred thousand inhabitants, a number
greater than that of any city in Spain, exeept perhaps Madrid.
The Mexicans were by no means ‘‘ignorant of the use of
metals,” but showed cunning workmanship in gold, silver, lead,
tin, brass, and copper. Their weapons were lamces, darts,
bows and arrows, and a peculiar kind of sword formed, says
Helps, of ““a stout stick, three feet and a half long, and about
four inches broad, armed on each side with a sort of razors
of the stone dtzli (obsidian) extraordinarily sharp,” and so
powerful as to cut through the body of a man or even of a horse
at a single blow. Their defensive armour also, though inferior
to that of the Spaniards, was effective. If they ‘““had not broken
in a sihgle animal to labour.” it was Lecause there were none for
them to break in.

11. 15, 6. who regarded ... monster, who fancied 4 horse soldier
to be partly a man, partly a beast ; a sort of Centaur,

L. 17. harguebusier, a harquebuse, or arquebus, was a hand-
gun ; the word literally means a ¢ gun with a hook,’ but whether
this hook was some peculiarity in the shape of the gun or was its
trigger is undecided.

1. 17. 8. able.. skies, in his first interview with Cortes,
Montezuma remarked that his subjects were greatly frightened
at the Spaniards, and said that ‘“they threw thunder and
lightning about.”

1. 23. saragossa, or Zaragoza, & city with at present about
oighty thousand inhabitants, chiefly famous for its defence
againgt the French in 1808 : Toledo, a city with about twenty
thousand inhabitants, celebrated for its manufacture of sword-
blades,

L 24, seville, a city of about one hundred and thirty thouwsand
inhabitants, with a magnificent cathedral containing the tomb
of Colunibus,

L. 25, Barcelona, a commercial city of two hundred and thirty
thousand inhabitants, next to Madrid the largest city in Spain:
Cadiz, with about sixty thousand inhabitants, a very ancient
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city, one of the strongest naval fortresses in Europe, and s
principal port for trade with colonies.

P. 2, 1. 1, 2. Ferdinand the Catholic, Ferdinand the Fifth,
1452-1516, king of Aragon, by his marriage with Isabella, queen
of Castile and Leon, and by the subsequent conquest of Granada
and Navarre, brought Spain under one crown. Ferdinand was
one of the ablest statesmen of his time and a gallant soldier, but
the glories of his reign are due even in greater measure to the
noble character and administrative power of his queen. It
was she who furnished Columbus with the means for his great
enterprise when no one else would listen to him. The
one blot on this joint reign was the intolerance shown to
Jews, Musalmdns, and heretics, and the establishment of the
Inquisition.

1. 2. myriads of cavalry, the allusion is especially to the horse-
men of the Mardthas : long trains of artillery, the artillery in
uge in India in these days was more formidable in appearance
than in reality.

L 3. the Great Captain, this title was given to Gonsalvo Her-
nandez de Cordovs for his exploits against the Moors in the wars
of Ferdinand and Tsabella.

II. 11. 2. ¥r. Mill’s ... merit, this opinion of Mill’s History is
one which later researches have shown to be unduly favourable,
Sir James Stephen, who, in his examination of the Nand Kumar
myth, has had occasion closely to examine the work, says that
his *“ excessive dryness and severity of style produce an im-
pression of accuracy and labour which a study of original
authorities does not by any means confirm,” and he elsewhere
speaks of his bad faith and great inaccuracy of statement. So,
too, Sir John Strachey, in dealing with the Rohilla War, says,
T can hardly express in moderate language my indignation at
the misrepresentations, the suppression of truth, the garbling of
documents of which I found that Mill had been guilty.”

1. 14. orme, formerly a servant of the East India Company,
and for many years a most intimate friend of Clive’s, who in
1763 published the first part of his History of the Military Trans-
actions of the British Nation in Indostan, but who wrote in such
excessive detail that at the end of his third volume he had only
brought things down to the year 1760, when Clive left the
country after his first government.

1. 15. minute even to tediousness, so minute in detail as to be
tedious.

L. 24, 8ir John Malcolm, a distinguished soldier in the Com-

any’s service, Governor of Bombay, and author of a History of

ersia.

L 25, Lord Powis, Edward Clive, 1754-1839, raised te the
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English peerage in 1794 as Baron (live of Walcot, Governor of
Madras from 1798-1803, at the end of which time he was thanked
for his services by both Houses of Parliament, and in 1804 was
created Earl of Powis.

1L 34-6. even when ... materials, even when we take intc
consideration the probability that those who furnished the
materials and those who arranged them (i.e, Lord Powis and Sir
John Malcolm), have chosen those materials and arranged them

in such a way as would most conduce to give a favourable view
of Clive.

P. 3, 1. 3. passes ... biographers, is greater even than that of
most biographers ; the expression is taken from ii. Samuel, i. 26,
“Thy love to me was wonderful, passing the love of women,”
Of this love of biographers Macaulay in his Essay on Warren
Hastings speaks as ‘‘that disease of the understanding which
may be called the Furor Biographicus,” and elsewhere as the lues
Boswelliana, the Boswellian disease, from the pronounced form
in which it exhibits itself in Boswell’s Life of Johnson.

L 15. on an estate ... value, the name of the estate was
Styche.

L 18. a plain man, a man of ordinary character. He is said to
have been a man of hasty and sometimes violent temper, and from
him no doubt Clive derived the passionate, haughty character for
which he was so well known.

L 19. tact, delicacy of feeling in dealing with his fellowmen.

1I. 20, 1. avocations ... proprietor, duties and occupations of a
man holding a small landed estate.

1. 21. alady from Manchester, ¢ His mother, to whom he always
said that he owed more than to any school, was a lady remarkable
for her virtues, her talents, and her sterling good sense” (Sir
Charles Wilson, Life of Clive, p. 22).

1 26. lineaments, a word more commonly used of physical
characteristics, especially those of the features of the face.

1l. 30-2. sustained ... mind, his strong will and fiery passions
did not show themselves in mere outbursts of violent temper, but
were accompanied, and in a measure redeemed, by a daring in
action which seemed scarcely that of a sane person.

1. 33. one of his uncles, this was Mr. Bayley, who had married
a sister of Mrs. Clive, and with whom, for what reason it is not
known, Clive was sent to live when only three years old.

1. 34. out of measure, beyond all bounds.

1. 35. flies out, flies into a passion.

P. 4, L 4. stone spout, one of the garyoyles of the spire for
carrying the rain watver off from the building.
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1. 5, 6, a kind ... army, a bard of schoolboys who demanded
tribute from the shopkeepers, on condition that they should be
protected from having their shop windows broken by other
boys ; a species of juvenile blackmail. On cne occasion, ‘‘on the
breaking down of a mound of turf, by means of which this
youthful banditti were labouring to turn a dirty water-course
into the shop-door of an obnoxious dealer, he threw bimself into
the gutter, and filled the breach with his body till his compa.niom
were in a condition more effectually to repair the damage.’

(Cleig, Life, p. 3.)

1l. 8, 9. He was sent ... school, first to Dr. Eaton, at Lostocke
in Cheshire, while still very young, then to Mr. Burslem at
Market Drayton, when eleven years old, for a short time after
this to Merchant Taylors’ school in London, and lastly to Mr.
Sterling at Hemel Homstead in Hertfordshire, where he remained
till he sailed for India. It was Dr. Katon who predicted, “If
that lad should live to be a man, and an opportunity be given
g(zr Izhu exertion of his talents, few names will be greater than

is,’

L 14 a dunce, a stupid lad. Origmnally in the phrase “a
Dunsman,” 7.¢. a follower of the great schoolman, Duns Scetus.
an appell“tmn given them by their great opponents the Thomists,
or disciples of a,nnth(r great scho Aoltn(m Thonius Az|1m|.w uns’

n thi of ol oy Do i
Berwickshire, accor dmgj to others fJ ot Dunston in Northuwmber
landshire.

1. 16, slender narts. small talent

L 18 a writership, the junior civil servants of former days
were called ©writers,” their work being thut of clerks in the
factories.

. 19, ship im off, as though he woere a bale of goods for

1. 19, shipped him off, as though k bale of gouds f
export.

1L 19-20. to make ... force, so of Hastings Macaulay says,
‘¢ Whether the young adventurer, when once shipped off, madea
fortune, or died of a liver complaint, he ecuslly ceased to he
a burdei to any body.”

1. 22 the Eact India Coliage, at Haile yhm\ in Hoertfordshive,
where those nominated for a “wrltorshlp studied for two years
before being sent out to Iudia., law and Oriental langnages being
MO the chief & 111!)’- s When the ¢ ZRnY wtition ¢ m eame
into force in 1858, the ¢ ulh“w passed into other hands.

1. 34, dirlomatic, that which lias to do with negotiations with
other powers,

1. 35. to take stock, to keep account of merchandise reccived
from and forwarded to Kngland: to make .. weavers, this iu

o

g — e
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early days wag one of the principal employments of the factories,
the weavers whose silk and cotton goods they sent to England
Leing too poor to buy the material for their weaving unless they
received money in advance,

L 6. private traders, the ‘“interlopers,” as they were called,
of whom the Compuany was naturally so jealous.

P. 5, 1 1. infringe, interfere with ; literally to break into.
This monopoly had been granted to the Company originally in
1657, renewed in 1661, 1698, and 1702,

11. 1-3. The younger ... debt, the senior merchants received
only £40 a year, the junior merchants £30, factors £15, and
writers £5. Iven the President of the Council bad but £300
a year, and his Councillors from £40 to £100.

L 6. Madras, at that time took official precedence of Bengal
a8 being an earlier settlement.

1. 12. with tke rapldity ... gourd, *‘which came up in a night,
and perished in a night,” Jonah, iv. 6-10.

1. 21. Many devices, such as pankhas, thermantidotes, fattis,
the use of ice, ete. g

I. 35. domain, estate, that over which lordship is exercised.

P. 6, 1. 1. Nabob of the Carnatic, the Karnitak is an extensive
len‘hnv vtu’tchmg w‘ong the (n-tnv lomm.mdrl coast from the
river Kistnn to € w_/.LlJ\, Comorin, and iti
Madras, Pondicherry, Tanjor, Trichinopoly, ete. Except for
the French settlement of Pondicherry, the whole of this territory
is now under the PBritish Government, and the Nawdb has
besome a private nobleman.

v her cition
uhuno, OIS VT BTN

1. 2. the Dececan, or Dakhan, i.e. the sonthern country, which
included the whole of the country bounded on the north by the
river Narbada, and on the east, south, and north, by the Indion
Ocean.

L 4. the Great Mogul, the Emperor of India, head of the
Mughals, who under Bébar first established their power in
India. Bdbar was grandson of Timir, more commonly known
ag Tasnevlane, the Scythian Shopheid, who, when over sixty
years of age, descended upon India with his vast hordes in 1598,
hut afterwards returned to Central Asin,  Bibar’s mother wus o
deseendant of the Mughal or Mongol family of Ghengiz Khdn,

11. 8-11. Thers is still ... disputed, the Nizdm of Haidardbdd is
Bow o tader of move ndependery power T Bacaulay represcnts
Liny, though in matters of importance, especially those not con-
veried multly with internal administration, he would not act
without asking the advice of the Resident, the vepresentative of
the Government of India. The cantoament veferred fo is that of
Sikandaribid, a few miles from the city of Haidardbid, with a
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strong force known as the Haidardb4d Contingent, whose services
are paid for by the Nizdm.

1. 11. There is still a Mogul, this was written in 1840. The
last of the Mughals, Badddur Shdh, was after the Mutiny de-
ported to Barma, where he died shortly afterwards.

L 17. picked up ... Portuguese, Malcolm says he acquired ““an
easy command of the Portuguese language.”

1. 21. He had contracted debts. During his stay at Brazil, where
his vessel was detained for nine months, he had to borrow money
from the captain of the ship in which he sailed.

1. 26. Fort St. George, the official title of Madras.

P. 7, 1. 5. more especlally Manchester, near which he had
lived with his uncle and aunt.

L. 17, a home-sick exile, one banished from his own country
and eagerly longing to return.

11. 18, 9. He hehaved ... schoolmasters, ‘“On one occasion, ”
says Malcolm, i, 38, ‘“it appears that his conduct to the secretary
under whom the writers were placed on their first arrival, was so
inconsistent with the rules of official discipline, that the governor,
to whom it was reported, commanded him to ask that gentle-
man’s pardon, With this order he complied rather ungraciously ;
but the secretary immediately after, before his irritatior had
time to subside, having invited bim to dinner,—¢ No, sir,’ replied
Clive, ‘ the governor did not command me to dine with you.’”

L. 21. the Writers’ Buildings, the quarters formerly allotted
to the young civil servants on their first coming to India.

L 24, Wallenstein, (fount von Waldstein, the great general of
the Imperialists in the Thirty Years’ War between pain and
Holland, then one of its dependencies.

1. 24, After satisfying...great, on one of his companions entering
his room after he had made the attempt, Clive asked him to take
up the pistol and fire it out of the window. On his doing so, Clive
jumped up, and exclaimed, “Well, I am reserved for some end
or another. I twice snapped that pistol at my own head, and it
would not go off.”

1 3l. the war...succession, shortly after the accession of
Frederic the Sccond to the throne of Prussia, in 1740, Charles
the Sixth, Emperor of Germany, died without male heir. Anxious
to secure his dominions to his daughter, the Archduchess Maria
Theresa, he had in his lutter days put forward a new law of suc-
cession, whereby she was to have the dukedom of Austria, and
the kingdom of Hungary and Bohemin. A renunciation of their
claims had been procured from all who would be considered ta
have any, and all the great Powers of Hurope had guaranteed the
arrangement. Yet Frederic, who was one of the guarantors, on
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» claim of the most shadowy kind, seized on Silesia, and his
example led France and Bavaria to endeavour further spoliation.
The Queen in the end beat back the French a,l}d Ba:valjlans, !out
was obliged to make a treaty with Frederic, ceding Silesia to him.

1. 33. The house of Bourbon, that reigning in France, and also
its representative on the Spanish throne,

P. 8, 1. 2, 3. obtained the ascendancy, got the upper hand,
were more powerful than the English.

. 3. Labourdonnais, a distinguished servant of the French
Fast India Company, appointed Governor of the island of
Mauritius, or as it was then called, Ile de France, in 1734, See
Introduction.

1. 7. to capitulate, to surrender ; properly to come to terr{ls: to
enter into arrangements, from Low Lat. capitulare ; to divide
into chapters or headings (Lat. caput, head), and so to propose
terms. )

1. 11. stipulated, made a condition ; Lat. stipulari, to bargain,
from old Lat. stipulus, fast, firm. Skeat says the old story of
the word being a derivatign from stipula, a straw, part of which
was retained by each of the parties, is a mere guess.

1. 12. on parole, on giving their word of honour that they
would, not attempt to escape.

1. 14, til .. ransomed, “Labourdonnais had entered into a
compact with the English for the ultimate restoration to them of
Fort St. George. Dupleix had, at the time, absolutely refused
to recognize the compact. The French force had been able, he
argued, to compel the surrender of Madras without conditions.
He would then ratify no arrangement of that character, r_na,d’e’
coutrary to his express directions, and therefore ulira wires.
(Malleson, Duplesz, p. 54.)

1. 17. Dupleix, another distinguished servant of th'e Frengh
Kast India Company, appointed Governor of Pondichery in
1742. See Introduction,

1. 24. rased to the ground, completely demolished ; rased, from
Low Lat. rasare, to demolish.

11. 80, 1. a triumphal procession, a march through the town to
proclaim the triumph won over the Knglish; a custom derived
from the triumphal entry into Rome of a general returning after
8 victorious campaign.

P. 9, 1. 10. a miMtary bully, a hectoriug, blus_teri_ng officer
whom Clive had detected cheating at cards. On Clive’s charging
him with this and refusing to pay, a duel ensued. Clive, firing
first, missed ; whereupon his adversary, walking up, presented
his pistol at Clive’s head, and desired him to ask his life. This
he did, but when the other further demanded an apology and a
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retractation of his charge of cheating, Clive refused to give
either. ““ Then I will shoot you,” exclaimed the bully. ““Shoeot,
and be damned,” answered Clive. “T said you cheated, say
8o still, and I will never pay you.” Thereupon the bully, declar-

ing that Clive was mad, threw down his pistol, and the matter
ended.

11. 16, 7. was particularly.. Lawrence, Major Stringer Lawrence,
who took such favourable notice of Clive, was a distinguished
officer of the Company to whom, after his death, a monument
was erected in Westmingter Abbey. In the days of his wealth
and greatness Clive endeavoured to repay Lawrence’s kindnesses
by settling on him an income of £500 a year. See p. 25,

11. 29, 30. The politics ... aspect, whereas snuch politics as the
Company had hitherto engaged in had to do with the native
states of India, the question that now arose was how the influ-
ence of the I'rench in India should be met and counteracted.

L 32. trading to the East. The title of the English Company
was ‘“ The United Company of Merchants of England trading to
the East Indies.” .

P. 10, 1. 5. travellers ... Peter’s, among such travellers were
the Frenchman Bernier, who has left a most interesting account
of his travels in the Mogul Empire, during 1656-1668 ; Tavernier,
the jeweller, who in 1665 was invited by Aurangzeb to see his
jewels, among them the famous Koh-i-Nir diamond, and wio
describes and values the Peacock Throne at Dehli ; and aur own
countryman Sir Thomas Roe, who in 1615 went on an embassy
to Jahangir : St. Peter’s, the great Catholic cathedral at Rome

L. 8. Versailies, about eleven miles from Paris, the seat of the
French court in former days, and especially famous for its mag-
nificence during the reign of Lounis XIV

1. 14. Elector, the Prince of Saxony, called ““ Elector” as one

of the princes of Germany having the right to take part in the
election of the emperor.

L 19. tainted, stained, blemished.
1. 20. the vices ... race, oppression and intolerance.

1L 21, 2. The conflicting ... disasters, such, for instance, were
the struggles Letween the four sons of Shahj4hén at his death
and even before it.

L. 24, Fierce ... Hindoos, such as the Jdts and R4jputs.
L. 26. fastnesses, fortresses, strongholds.
1. 32. Aurungzebe, who succeeded his father Shéhjdh4n in 1666,

1. 36. Violent shocks from without, such as the invasion of
Nidir Shdh in 1739, and that of Ahmad Shah, the Abddli, in
1748.
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P. 11, L. 3. Theodosing, Hmperor of the Kast, 378-395. On
his death in £9&, the cmpive came into the Lands of his sons
Arcadius and Houorius, whose wenkuess, with the still greater
weakness of their successors, led to the dissuemberment of the
empire by the Vandals, Goths, and Huns,

1. 5. the Carlovingians, or Kurlings, the dynasty of Charle-
magne. '

1. 9. the Franks, literally the ‘free pecple.” Their duke, or
leader, ultimately developed into sovereign of the whole of
France.

1. 12, 3. Charles... Simple, Lewis the Pious, son of Charles
the Great, or Charlemagne, was the last who relgned over the
whole of the Western Empire, At his death the Frankish domi-
nions were divided among his sons, of whora Charles the Bald
had the Western German provinces. He became Emperor of the
West Franks in 875, and in 882 all the Frankish dominions,
except Burgundy, were joined again under Charles the Fat. But
in 887 Charles the Fat was deposed, and his empire again divided ;
Count Odo, Duke of the Franks, that is of the Western Francia,
was chosen king of the Western Franks, but his reign was short,
and at his death Charles the Simple, grandson of Charles the
Bald, was crowned king. These kings had but small power, for
the gounts and dukes who ruled the provinces were fast growing
into princes owing the king a mere nominal homage, and some-
times defying him altogether.

1. 13-6. Fierce invaders ... defend, ‘‘Neustria, forrf\erly_the
Kingdom of Soissons in West Francia, was allotted to Clothair 1.
in 511, as his portion of the dominions of his father Clovis
(Hlodwig or Louis). The part of it which began to be called
Normandy about 876 was, after many incursions, ceded to the
Scandinavian chief Rollo by Charles the Simple, in 905. A
Scythian tribe called the Ungri, and a Finnish tribe of Magyars,
settled in Hungary in 890. But the ‘vestward progress of the
latter was checked by their defeat by Henry the Fowler, king of
the Germans, in 934. The Saracens in 712 commenced tl.le
expulsion of the Visigoths from Spain (who had settled there in
414), and_established the Caliphate of Cordova in 735. They
conquered Sicily between the years 832 and 878. It was in 887
that the Frankish kingdoms of Charles the Fut were finally split
up” (Bowen).

1L 14, 5. flocked ... conceit. The image is taken from the
gathering of vultures round a dead body.

1. 17. The pirates...Sea. The Northmen from Scandinavia
who ultimately occupied Normandy.

1. 21. Gog or Magog, a reference to Revelations xx. 8, ‘* And
when the tﬁousa.nd years are expired, Satan shall be lonsed out
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of his prison, and shall go out to deceive th i i

e e nations which

:71111 the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to Igca,t;z:
Ofeltr}ll etoget}’l,er PI(‘) battle ; the number of which is as the sand
Seyihia If;a,. he two names are supposed to indicate the

11, 22, 3. the Pannonian forests. P i

] ) 5 annonia was a Ro .

:ﬁnce between the Danube and the Alps, and correspomn?ig vlv);:’h

b ;Oliasgef{nu IFa,rt oé tAulstri{e:,},l S];yria, Carinthia, Carniola, the
ary between the b Slavoni

and a part of Croatia and Bosnia. e e el T S

1. 23, The Saracen, literall; people,
3 y one of the Eastern peo le,’ from
Arabic Shar qt, of the Ea,st, but especla,lly a name of the inhabi-

1. 24. Campania, a district of Italy, bounded o
by Latlulp, on the north and east b§ ,Samnium, &tt}fezﬁng;::
gy Lucania, and on the south and south-west by the Tyrrhenian
: }fa..b It was celebrated for the extraordinary fertility of its soil
e beauty of its scenery, and the softness of its climate. In the

almy days of Rome it was rouri
ﬁoma,n lays of as the fav ourlf,e summer retreat of the

1. 26, 7. The corruption ... life i i i i
genera,téd in Dbty P , the image is that of insect life

1. 31. feudal pIiVileg‘es the prlule es established by the feudal
3 44
Eysbelﬂ wher Eby the lords of the fiefs were entitled to the service

L. 33. vassals, dependents ; the origi i
: : ts 5 original sense is ‘servant,’ but
:lyl:t :I(:lugm\:v;s {)I.S(‘,ti especially of lords who under the f:',lu‘flzltl
AELgIn, lord:.u jects of the sovereign, and again of those subject

P, . B. oo B
wild }Ié;nlp5 bang, or bhang, an intoxicating drug made from
1. 6. listening to buffoons, allowing th
B 1
by the jests and antics of préfessioxmlgfooﬁ;.nse ves, o be ampgel

1. 8. A Persi i
e 17;{1‘: an conqueror, Nddir Shih, who descended upon
1. 11. the Peacock Throme. Tavernier, th j
. 2 2,00 . T 3 e French B
aﬁ.xys-—“ The principal throne, which is pl;u,ced in the ha,]l‘f‘z;3 lklfe’
rst court, is _nqarly of the formn and size of our camp-beds ;
};haAf is to say, it is about 6 feet long and 4 feet wide. Upon the
olljffcut;, which are very wassive, and from 20 to 25 inches high
a,r(i1 ixed the four bars which support the base of the throne,
a,ln upon these bars are ranged twelve columms which sustain
;, ::eczméllopy on tthr%) ts}uleiﬁ, there not being any on that which
aces the court. Both the feet and the bars, which are ‘
than 18 inches long, are covered with gold inlaid and enrizll?:s

NOTES. 105

with numerous diamonds, rubies, and emeralds. . . . The under-
side of the canopy is covered with diamonds and pearls, with a
fringe of pearls all round, and above the canopy, which is a
quadrangular-shaped dome, there is to be seen a peacock with
alevated tail made of blue sapphires and other coloured stones,
the body being of gold inlaid with precious stones, having a large
ruby in front of the breast, from whence hangs a pear-shaped
pearl of 50 carats or thereabouts, and of a somewhat yellow
water. On hoth sides of the peacock there is a large bouguet of
the same height as the bird, and consisting of many kinds of
flowers made of gold inlaid with precious stones. On the side of
the throne which is opposite the court, there is to be seen a
jewel consisting of a diamond of from 80 to 90 carats weight,
with rubies and emeralds round it, and when the king is seated
he has this jewel in full view . . .” (Appendix iii. to Constable’s
edition of Bernier’s Travels.) Tavernier estimated the cost of
the throne at something over twelve millions sterling. 1t was
begun by Timar and completed by Shah Jahdn,

1. 12. Golconda, about seven miles from Haidaribdd, famons
for its diamond mines. »

1. 13, 14. Mountain of Light, the Koh-i-Nir, obtained from
the Kohtr mine on the Kistna, and presented by Mir Jumla to
ShahsJab4n in 1656 or 1657. From his descendant, Muhammad
Shéh, it was taken by Nadir Shah, and carried off to Persia.
Subsequently it passed into the hands of Ahmad Shéh Durédni in
1751, to Shéh Zamén in 1793, to Shih Shuja in 1795, to Ranjit
Singh in 1813, and on the annexation of the Panjab in 1849, to the
Tast India Company, by whom it was presented to the Queen.
It is now one of the crown jewels.

1. 15. Runjeet Sing, the famous ruler of the Panjdb from 1780
to 1839.

L 16. the hideous ... Orissa, Jagganith, at Puri, near the mouth
of the M4hénadi, one of the most sacred places of pilgrimage.
Ranjit Singh bequeathed the Koh-i-Nur to this tewple, but it
never reached its destination. The Afghan, Ahmad Shdh, the
Abd4li, in 1748.

1. 18. The Warlike ... Rajpootana, a large tract of country in
the north-west of India, of which the principal states are those
of Udaipur, Jaipur, Jodpur, etc., all Hindus.

il. 19, 20. A band ... Rohilcund, the Rohillas, for the most part
of the Yusufzai clan of Afghdns, carly in the eighteenth century
got possession of the district of Katehr in the north-west of India,
wnd gave it the name of Rohilkhand. ¢ Rohilla’ means merely
mountaineer or highlander, but it became synonymous in India
with Afghén or Pathdn.

L 20. the Seiks, or Siks, the followers of a theistic reform of
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Hinduism preached in the Panjéb by Guru Nénak during the
latter half of the fifteenth century; they rapidly rose to be
a military power, and under Ranjit Sing (b. 1780) conquered
the whole of the Panjib., In 1845 they came into collision with
the English, and in 1849 were finally crushed, the Panjsb being
annexed to the British crown.

L 21. the Jauts, or Jdts, are supposed to be a people who
entered India by the Indus, at a period subsequent to the im-
migration of the Vedic Aryans. They are a brave and warlike
race, who have frequently given trouble in India, and were not
brought into subjection until 1826, when Lord Combermere took
by assault their fortress-capital, Bharatpur, about 80 miles from
Agra,

1l. 25, 6. yielded ... England, by the treaty of Salbdi in 1742,
the Mardthas, whose power had Leen so largely curtailed since
they came into collision with the English, entered into an
alliance that has never since Leen disturbed. For a sketch of
their histaiy, so fur as it conflicted with British interests, see
Introduction.

L. 83. Poonah, about 86 miles sonth-cast of Bombay : Guallor,
the capital of Nindhids dominions, about 8¢ miles south-cast of
Agra : Guzerat, a province stretching north of the Gulf of Cam-
bay, from the Gulf of Cutch to Mdlwa : Berar, a provines im.
mediately north of the Nizdm’s tevritories and now helonging to
that Prince : Tanjore, a state south of Pondicherry,

P. 13, 1. 2. ¥etfle-drumas, drnms whose parchment is stretehed
upon a concave vessel, somewhat resembling a caldron, or large
kettle for conking purposes,

1L 6, 7. Many provinces ... ransom, the Mardthas exacted from
the provinces they plundered a ransom called chauth, 4.e. a fourth
part of the revenue raised in them,

IL. 7, 8. the wretched phantom, the Mughal Hmperor, who
was now nothing move than a phantom of the power possessed
by his ancestors.

L 9. black-mail, from black, and F. mail, rent, tribute ; an
exaction of tribute from farmers and smail owners in the horder
counties of Kugland and Scotland, and along the Highland fron-
tier, by freeboating ehiefs, in return for protection or immunity
from plunder ; thence, any payiment extorted by intimidation or
pressure.

1l, 9-12, The camp-fires .., Bengal, in 1786 B4ji Rdo appeared
before the gates of Dehli, just to show Muhammad Shih, as he
said, ““that he was still in Hindustdn” : o little luter Bengal
was repentedly ravaged by the forces of Réghuji, the Bhonsle
chief of Berur.

1. 13. magazines, storehouses, factories.
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1. 16. the Ma!irahta ditch, a ditch cut by the English in 1742
on the outskirts of Calcutta, on a rumour of the approach of the
Maréthas.

L 21. Count ... Burgundy, they being nominaily vassals of the
Carlovingian Empire.

1. 22, 3. the most ... Carlovingians, such as Charles the Fat or
Charles the Simple,

L. 30. at Lucknow, the King of Oudh was depesed and pensioned
by Dalhousie in 1856, and no representative of the family now
enjoys any power at all. For the Nizdm, see p. 6, . 8.

P. 14, 1. 1. Chorasan (Khurdsin), a province of Persia.

1. 14. the Burrampooter, the Brahmaputra, the great river to
the north-east of India: the Hydaspes, the modern Jhelam, one
of the five rivers of the Panjdb.

L. 17. Candahar, in Afghdnistin, to the south-west of Kdbul.
1. 22, pills of lading, schedules of goods exported.

1. 29. $axe, Maurice, Cbunt de Saxe, b. 1696, d. 1750, Marshal
of France, was a natural son of Augustus II. of Saxony and
Poland. His greatest achievements were the victories of Fon-
tenoyw Laufeldt, and Raucoux, and the capture of Maestricht.

1. 30. Frederic, the Second of Prussin, gencrally &nown as *“the
Great,” 1740-86.

1. 34. some glittering puppet, who was allowed the outward
show of royalty, but no real power: puppet. a little doll. In
the plrase ** govern the motions” Macaulay probably };eculls
the fact that a puppet-dance was of old called a ‘*‘ motion.

P. 15, L 7. confounded the confusion, made the confusjpn
alteady existing doubly great. Frow Pur. Losi, il 896, ‘,: With
ruin upon ruin, rout ou rout, Confusion worse confounded.

L 23. de facto, in reality.

1. 28. the great ... Mulk, this was Chin Killich Khdn, son of
thézi-ud-din, a favourite of Aurangzeh.

I. 83. Anaverdy Kuan, properly Aln Vardi.

P. 16, 1. 2. a former Nabob, Dost Al

1. 10. the recent war, in which Madras was taken, and the

English failed in their attack upon Pondichery.
)

123, 4. owes ... linitortaisy, e Nawdl hiwd ’nui—_ranfi large
sums of money, and his bonds were toa great extent in Luropean
hands. The holders let principle and interest accumulate until
at last (Govermment interference became unavoidable. The matter
zot inte Parlinment about 1795, and the Nawdb’s extravagant
folly called down Burke’s denunciations.




108 LORD CLIVE.

1. 34, Te Deum, the first words of a hymn in the Church
Service, beginning, ‘“ We praise thee, O Lord ” ; sometimes used
for a song or piece of music in celebration of a triumph.

P. 17,11 1, 2. the garb ... rank, there is no special girb worn
by such Musulmdns, but Dupleix clad himself in costly native
dress trimmed with jewels.

1. 5. Kristna, which rises in the Western Ghats, and flows into
the Bay of Bengal.

1. 7, 8. He was intrusted ... cavalry, Dupleix was created a
¢ Commander of Seven Thousand,” one of the highest honours
known under the Mughals, but the dignity in his case was &
purely honorary one.

1. 20. Mirzapha Jung, more corrcetly Muzafar Jang, offended
the Pathén chiefs who had raised him to the throne by refusing
to comply with some of their exorbitant demands. They broke
out into a mutiny, during which the Nizdm was slain.

1. 29. the vain-glorious Frenchman, Macaulay speaks with un
necessary depreciation of Dupleix, and fails to see that his love
of display, etc., was a calculated polizy, with the view of im-
pressing the natives of India.

P. 18, L 10. invested, besieged, girt round by a besieging
force ; from Lat. snvestire, to clothe in or with.

1. 14. not a single ... character, no officer who had 8o proved
his capacity for command as to be thoroughly trusted.

1. 20. counsels, projects, devices.

L. 29. commissary ... troops, the officer in charge of arrangements
for feeding the troops.

1. 36. Arcot, on the left bank of the river Palar, was built by
the Musulméns in 1716. Its citadel, though a mile in circum-
ference, was surrounded by the town, and was never accounted
of much strength.

P. 19, 11. 2, 3. The heads ... settlement, the Governor of Madras
at the time was Mr. Saunders, and it was to his encouragement
and support that Clive owed his command. Of Mr. Saunders,
Malleson, History of the French in Indin, pp. 432, 3, says, ““In
striking contrast to the couduet of the French (overnor
[Godehen] was the action of the Knglishman, Saunders, If the
empire of Hindostan is an appanage of which the Fnglish have
reason to be proud ; if the possession of India has brought with
it solid advantages to Great Britain, then do his counteyinen
still owe to the memory of Mr. Saunders a debt which was never
fully acknowledged to himself. 1t was his constancy and resolu-
tion, his determination, when the English fortunes were at their
lowest, to support Mahomed Ali, in order that through him he
might stop the progress of Dupleix ; that, more than any othet
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circumstances, changed the face of eveats ; that tended, by a slow
but certain procedure, to lower the pride of France, to exalt the
fortunes of England. Never did he despair, never did he hesitate
in his determination to oppose those pretensions which, if sub-
mitted to, wounld, he felt, have overwhelmed the English settle-
ment in ruin. True it is that he was fortunate ; true, that he
enjoyed the rare advantage of having a Clive and a Lawrence
under his command. But it is not too much to affirm, that but
for his stubborn policy even these advantages would have availed
nothing ; that but for his promptitude in recognizing and employ-
ing merit, Clive might even have languished in obscurity.”

1. 20. works, sc. of defence.

1. 35. Vellore, about forty miles west of Madras.

P.20, 1. 19. marshal, the highest title in European armies.

1. 28. the Tenth ... Czsar, the legion on which above all Julius
Cesar relied, and to which he showed many marks of favour.
A legion varied in numbers at different periods, from about
3000 men in the period of the Kings, to about 6000 during the
Empire. N

11. 28, 9. the 0ld... Napoleon, the Imperial Guard formed by
Napolcon consisted of the Old Guard and the Young Guard, and
no scddier could enter the former until he had served four cam-
prigns in the line with distinction. The Old Guard was devoted
to Napoleon, and on it he relied when any special effort was to
be made or any great crisis occurred. Its rout at Waterloo
decided the battle, and Napoleon thereupon quitted the field.

1. 29.34. The Sepoys...themselves. This story is given by
Malcolm ¢ from authority | cannot doubt,” but he does not state
who that authority was.

P. 21, 1. 2. to relieve the place, by pouring in re-inforcements.
A small detachment sent from Madras was compelled to return
without effecting its object, but its numbers being increased it
marched again under Captain Kilpatrick, and joined Clive just
after he had beaten off the assault.

1. 22. poltroons, cowards, dastards; the original sense is slug-
gard.

1 26. the great... festival, the Muharram, held by the Shia
sect of Musalmdns in honour of Husen and Hasan, the two sons
of Ali, cousin and first disciple of Muhammad, who were murdered
by the order of Yazid, their rival. The festival is a movable
one, being held as early as March and as late as September,

L 27. Islam, the religion of the Musalméns ; literally, obedience
to the will of God, from Ar. salama, to submit ; from the same
root also are musalmdan, and salaam.




