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Scottish Union, although registered as an ordinary Act of Par-

liament, was made by a treaty between the representatives of =«

England und Scotland. There was no suggestion of inferiority
on either side, The Scots and English made a fair compacut
Wij;h wich other, and entered upon their union on equal terms.

In the second place, there was no very deep religious ditfer-
ence between the Scots and English. One nation was chietls
Presbyterian, the other was chiefly Episcopalian ; but hoth
were Protestant, and in each country the faith of the majority
of the people was the faith of the legally established ( Shurch.

Thirdly, owing to the absence of any feeling of difference
in religion, or even any special difference of race, the Scots
passed frecly into England and the colonics, and made greal
carcers there. Not so with the Catholic Trish : they were
not anxious to come to Bngland ; those who did come were
not particulacly successful 3 Kngland was never a home For
them.  But Scots filled the highest posts in Kngland and the
Kpive @ the Chureh, the Undversitios, bhe Law, the Cabinel,
bhe Kast India Company, the great mercantile houses, provided
them with careers, honours, emoluments, in exchange for their
probity, their industry, their idealism, and their courage.
For the Scot is not, as stories so often describe him, shrewd,
cautious, slow in thought. He is brave, adventurous, enthy
siastic ; he has still the perfervidum ingenium Scotorum . and
the woalth of Eongland, the spacious fields of the Burpire,
have given his spirit the range which his own poor country
could not offer. Therefore the Union has suited him. i
has suited Kngland too, for it has added to her the olements
of strength which the Scots provide alongside of the sterling
worth of the Anglo-Saxon.

The Years after the Union. It is true that at first the Union
wus unpopular in Scotland. The ecitizens of Fdinburgh
disliked the loss of their Parliament. The Legislature in
London was too far off to be much inflaenced by local Scottish
opinion ; when the Scots Parliament sat in the High Street
of Edinburgh, the people, as the old woman savs in the
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oart of Midlothian, ©could aye peeble them with stanes’.
liore were rankling memories of the ¢ Massacre ’ of Glencoe,
on February 13, 1692, thirty-eight Highlanders were

[ledl and the rest of the inhabitants driven into the moun-

e by the soldiery of William ITI.

(iradually, however, the Union won its way. When the
lncobite rising occurred in 1715 (see p. 440) considerable
upport was given not merely in the uncultivated Highlands,
it in the well-to-do Lowlands. As late as 1736, much ill-
«ling was shown against the Government in London, during
{}i= Porteous riots. These occurred at Edinburgh. Two
mugglers, imprisoned in the Tolbooth, had attempted to

cape, but one of them, Andrew Wilson, a stout man, had
tuck in the grating, and so prevented the other, George
I1obertson, from escaping likewise. Next Sunday, when the
L wo prisoners were taken to St. Giles’s, to hear the ‘condemned

rmon ’, Wilson seized hold of the guard, and shouting

Bun, Geordie, run for your life °, gave his companion the
hance to tlee. Robertson escaped ; Wilson was taken back
1 prison, and then hanged in the Grassmarket on April 14.
~ome disturbance took place at the execution, and Captain
Jdohn Porteous of the City Guard gave orders to fire; and

me sixteen ten and women were killed or wounded. Hor
this act, Porteous himself was condemned to death, but was
reprieved. The mob, however, furious with this interference
irom London, broke into the Tolbooth prison and murdered
him. Walpole at first meditated a severe punishment of
ldinburgh, but feeling ran very high in Scotland, and the
I mion itself almost seemed in danger. He therefore contented
himself with getting the city fined £1,500 for the benefit of
Portcous’s widow. In 1745, however, the Lowlanders had
learned their lesson. . They had found that England was
n splendid market for their cloth ; and they had experienced
the just and mild rule of the Hanoverian Government. There-
fore, while the Highlands, even then almost a foreign country

' Tor the history of the Rebellion of 1745, see pp. 468-75,
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Nutions in 1776. He showed how the richness of one country
& (does not necessitate the poorness of another, but that, on

the contrary, the wealth of nations consists in each doing

only what each can vest do, and then in mutual exchange of
the fruits of their labour. The Wealth of Nations is history,
oconomics, philosophy, and romance, none the. less romantic
heeause every word of it is true.

In Art Scotland was no whit behind what she achieved in

the speculative studies. British portrait-painting reached
its highest achievement in the work of Sir Henry Raeburn,?
whose magnificent men—judges, and lords, chiefs with sword
nnd musket, and soldiers with splendid chargers—equal the
majestic pictures of Velasquez or the grave and lofty portraits
of Vandyke. Sir David Wilkie’s 2 charming pictures of rural

life are as justly celebrated as those of Teniers or Van Ostade.

The graceful houses, with beautiful ceilings and mantels,

which still stand serene in the old squares of Mayfair, were
designed by two Scotsmen, the brothers Robert and James

Adam, towards the end of the eighteenth century.

In literature progress has heen continuous, and all those
who were distinguished for learning or speculation wrote
with a style which is singularly pure and wholesome. Hume’s
style is a model, beautiful, clear, impressive. [t was at the
end of the eighteenth century, however, that the greatest
glory was to come when the Ayrshire peasant Robert Burns
kindled the lamp of lyric poetry in its purest flame. The
Bame rose, burned brightly, then died an early death. This
rare genius was only thirty-seven when he died, in 1796.
He has left a heritage of song which will endure as long as
licarts beat and eyes see. There Is no purer expression oi

feeling in the KEnglish language than the lyrics O my luve’s like
@ red red rose, or Ye Banks and Braes o’ bonnie Doone. To
Purns succeeded Scott, after Shakespeare, the deepest and
the widest literary genius of our people. Here, then, on the
threshold of the nineteenth century, we may leave the

! Raebura, 1756-1823, 2 Wilkie, 1785-1841.
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which had learned nothing and forgotten nothing since.the
davs of Montrose and Dundee, rose to the call of Prince
(‘:h‘awlie, the Lowlands did not move. The p.ort of Glangﬁ"
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in the cause of law and order. _
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Lord Monboddo, who became a Scots judge in 1767, wrote
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at the end of the eighteenth century easily the leader of the
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the greatest of the philosnphiu: 1 historians till (.llblm.tl uu.m‘u;
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Kant said * woke him from his dogmatic slumber i /}m!
following Hume came the great figure of Adam Smith,

whose wholesome influence has made for peace and prosperity

1 i i : Sfiit s
wherever sound economics are studied.  Adam Soiith wis
4 Spell Bxhibitioner of Bailiol College, who became tutor to

the young Duke of Buceleugh, and published The Wealth of
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Nations in 1776. He showed how the richness of one country

# does not necessitate the poorness of another, but that, on

Iho contrary, the wealth of nations consists in each doing
only what each can best do, and then in mutual exchange of
the fruits of their labour. 7The Wealth of Nations is history,
soonomics, philosophy, and romance, none the. less romantic
beeause every word of it is true.

[n Art Scotland was no whit behind what she achieved in
the speculative studies. British portrait-painting reached
its highest achievement in the work of Sir Henry Raeburn,?
whose magnificent men—judges, and lords, chiefs with sword
and musket, and soldiers with splendid chargers—equal the
majestic pictures of Velasquez or the grave and lofty portraits
ol Vandyke. Sir David Wilkie’s 2 charming pictures of rural
lile are as justly celebrated as those of Teniers or Van Ostade.
The graceful houses, with beautiful ceilings and mantels,
which still stand serene in the old squares of Mavfair, were
designed by two Scotsmen, the brothers Robert and James
Adam, towards the end of the eighteenth century.

In literature progress has been continuous, and all those
who were distinguished for learning or speculation wrote
with a style which is singularly pure and wholesome. Hume’s
style is a model, beautiful, clear, impressive. [t was at the
eiid of the eighteenth century, however, that the greatest
glory was to come when the Ayrshire peasant Robert Burns
kindled the lamp of lyric poetry in its purest flame. The
fiame rose, burned brightly, then died an early death. This
rare genius was only thirty-seven when he died, in 1796.
He has left a beritage of song which will endure as long as
hearts beat and eyes see. There is no purer expression of
feeling in the Knglish language than the lyrics O my luve’s like
i red red rose, ov Ye Banks and Braes o bonnie Doone. To
Burns succeeded Scott, after Shakespeare, the deepest and
the widest literary genius of our people. Here, then, on the
threshold of the ninecteenth century, we may leave the

t Racburn, 1756-1823. 2 Wilkie, 1785-1841.




620 IRELAND AND SCOTLAND; INDIA
northern land, which Scott describes so well, with its lairds
and its farmers, its Nantie Ewart the smuggler, and its Gifted
Gililan the ranter ; its world of heroes, grave and gay, brave
and humorous, idealistic and shrewd. Scott’s novels are the
Tragedy and Comedy of the old and new Scotland, the com-
plete picture of her life.

CHAPTER XXVIIT
INDIA

§ 1. Tue RisE or THE BRITISH POWER

InDIA was not completely unknown to Burope in the Middle |
Ages, but it was not till Bartholomew Diaz sailed round the
Cape of Good Hope in 1487, and Vasco da Gama actually
reached India by sea in 1498, that a steady direct traffic
became possible,
who ranged the seas in the sixteonth century, were the first
Kuropean Power to make permanent settlements, The union
of the crowns of Spain and Portugal in 1580 was one of the
chief causes of the ultimate failure of the Portuguesc in their
attempt to found an Empire in the East. The Dutch. bold
sailors and keen traders, devoted their attention c¢hicily to
the spice trade of the Indian Archipelago, where they succeeded
in excluding competition. Their settlements on the mainland
of India never were important, and offered little hindrance
to their French and Tnglish rivaly in the seventeenth century.

The Honourable East India Company. The British East
India Company was an association of traders, formed in 1600.
On the last day of that year Queen Elizabeth gave to certain
merchants of London a Royal Charter, which authorized
them, and none but them, to trade with India. They began
business in a warehouse at Surat (on the Tapti, 160 miles
north of Bombay), built on land occupied with the sanction
ot the local Indian prince. The next hundred years saw their
trade and factories increase, but they remained practically

The Portuguese, those daring navigators

L
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without political power. The Surat settlement is thus
described by Dr. John Fryer, an English traveller who
visited it in 1673 :

‘The house the English live in at Surat, is partly the
King’s (Moghul’s) gift, partly hired ; built of stone and excel-
lunt timber, with good carving . . . very strong, for that each
lloor is half a yard thick at least, of the best plastered cement,
which is very weighty. . . . The President has spaciouslodgings,

BOMBAY FORT FROM THE SEA, 1720

noble rooms for counsel and entertainment, pleasant tanks,
vards, and an hummum [Turkish bath]to washin. ...

‘ Here they live (in shipping time) in a continual hurly-
burly, the Banvans [native agents] presenting themselves
from the hour of ten till noon ; and then atternoon at four
till night as if it were an Kxchange in every row ; below
stairs the packers and warchouse-keepers, together with
merchants bringing and receiving musters [samples), makoe
a mere Billingsgate. . .

“Phe whole mass of the Company’s servants may be
comprehended in these classes, viz. merchants, factors, and

Cwriters ¢ some Bluecoat hoys also have been entertained

v
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622 INDIA

under notion of apprentices for seven years, which being
expired, if they can get security, they are capable of employ-

ments. The Writers are obliged to serve five years for £10 .

per annum, giving in bond of £500 for good behaviour, all
which time they serve under some of the fore-mentioned
offices. After which they commence Factors . . . and lastly
Merchants . . . out of whom are chose chiefs of Factories.’ !

The Moghul Empire. The Moghul Empire began in 1526
with the conquest of Delhi by Baber, a great Tatar warrior.
Under him, and under the ablest of his descendants-—Akbar,
who was a contemporary of Queen Elizabeth, and even under
Aurungzebe (when the Moghul Empire began to decline)—
India was, to a large extent, a united country. Aurungzebe
died in 1707, In the Moghul Empire the great provinces
were held by viceroys and governors under the orders of the
Emperor at Agra or Delhi.

With the death of Aurungzebe, the Moghul Empire began
to fall to picces : anarchy and confusion spread over Tndia.
The viceroys converted themselves into local sovereigns,
and as none had any definite right, internecine wars raged
intermittently over all the country. In Central India the
Mahratta tribes began to create their system of military
States, which were usually little more than armies living by
plundering the peaceful population : © the Indian people were
becoming a masterless multitude swaying to and fro in the
political storm, and clinging to any power, natural or super-
natural, that seemed likely to protect them.” It was in this
crisis of Indian history, when the native structure of society
was dissolving into atoms, that the English East India
Company, bereft of the strong protection which the Moghals
had formerly given to it, began to extend its influence
from commerce to politics. That its neighbours should be
peaceful and orderly was a vital interest of the Company :
otherwise its trade could not be carried on and its factories
could not exist. Once involved in Indian politics, the Company

1 Fryer, 4 New Account, &c., ed. Crooke, Hakluyt Society, 1909, vol. i,
Pp. 214-16.
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vonld neither go back, nor stay still. Order and disorder
sunnot exist side by side. So as the Moghul system dissolved,
the Company’s predominance advanced, till the British peace
roigned throughout the land.

§ 2. FounpaTioN OF BRITISH INDI1A

The British and French Companies. The year 1739 was
fateful for three continents. When the over-prosperous and
irapatient English forced Walpole to declare war on Spain,
a struggle for Empire was started between France and Britain,
and was continued with brief interruptions for seventy-five
years. Europe, India, and North America were the fields of
this titanic contest. When the struggle ended at Waterloo
France had been made powerless for harm in Europe, and
had lost North America, while India had passed almost
wholly under British control.

By the year 1739 neither the British nor the French Com-
paty had gained much influence in the country. The British
held Bombay, Madras, and Fort William near Calcutta. The
French held Chandarnagore on the Hooghly, and Pondicherry
on the east coast about a hundred miles south of Madras.
[n 1739 Nadir Shah, the Persian, had invaded India and
sacked Delhi. This was the last blow needed to cut the reins
of government, still feebly held by the ‘ Great’ Moghul. The

““Deccan, the southern viceroyalty, became independent under
its own € Nizam ’, while its eastern province, the Carnatic,

assumed practical independence likewise under its ¢ Nawab °.

The two Companies during the War of the Austrian Succes-
sion. When the war with Spain merged into the War of the
Austrian Succession, and French and English armies met on
the battle-fields of Hurope, it was not to be expected that their
overseas traders and colonists should remain at peace. In
the North American backwoods and on Cape Breton Island
they were soon at war. An expedition of New Englanders
saptured Louisbourg, the capital of Cape Breton (June 17,
1745). In India fortune went the other way ; Labourdonnais,

Y 2



624 INDIA
the governor of Mauritius, came with a squadron of ghips
and captured Madras. It was in Europe, however, that the
fate of India and of the North American colonies was settled.
————— :

I'he fighting both in Kurope and overscas was indecisive. At

the Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle (1748) Louisbourg was exchanged
for Madras, and France and Kngland were for a moment at
peace officially.

The War of the Coromandel. In India, however, there was
no peace. In the Carnatic—the south-castern or ¢ Coro-
mandel > coast of the Decean—two claimants arose for the

&1 i} I T
Nawab’s throne. One was called Mohammed Ali, the other,
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(unda Sahib. The French Governor-General of Pondicherry.
Joseph, Marquis Dupleix,!saw that by supporting one claimant
Ly might gain for France a paramount position in the Carnatic,
und might expel the English. He found that the assistance of
one or two thousand trained French troops would decide
uny native battle. So he intervened in the War of the
{!oromandel (or Carnatic) on the side of Chunda Sahib. The
linglish Company, threatened with destruction (for Dupleix
was undermining their influence on every hand) allied them-
sclves with Mohammed Ali. Thus began the action of the
linglish on Indian politics. It was in this unofficial War of
the Coromandel that Robert Clive first showed his genius,
. as may be read in the sober history of Orme, or the more
( glowing pages of Macaulay’s essay.

Clive. Robert Clive was born at Market Drayton in Shrop-
shire on September 29, 1725. His father was a small landed
proprietor of an old but undistinguished family. Robert
was senb to school at the Merchant Taylors’ and Hemel
Hempstead and proved € out of measure addicted to fighting *.
When he was eighteen, his family procured for him the post
of a © writer ” in the Kast India Company’s service. In 1743
the Company was still only a trading body : and the duties
of its writers were purely mercantile—checking invoices,
arranging the advances of money to weavers, or to Indian
merchants, and, generally, looking after the year’s ©irvest-
ment ~ of the Company’s funds. The young officials were
boarded in the ° Writers® Buildings® at Madras ; their
acecommodation was poor, and their pay—about £80 a yeur
wag scarcely able to provide them with clothing and the
ordinary comforts necessary in India. Clive’s harsh amnd
withered under that sys=i
and refreshment. in reading
allowed Clive the ase of i

1&.

N

melancholy nature would have
had he not found some solace

The Governor had a library and

! There is a touching and informing account of the career of Diiplaix
by the descendant of one of his fellow sufferers, Lally Tollendal, i thn
Riographic Universelle (Paris, 1819).
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With Clive, however, any life but a life of action was
insupportable. When the War of the Austrian 'Successmn
sent ripples of battle from Rurope over the Indian Oceax},
Clive obtained a temporary commission in the Company’s
forces, and soon distinguished himself by his physical courage,
as well as by his enthusiasm and resourc'efulness. .The
melancholy ¢ writer * became an alert, clear-sighted, decided

el o s -

VIEW IN THE FORT OF TRICHINOPOLY

soldier. After the Peace of 1748 he had to go back to the
desk again, but soon volunteered for the War of the Coro?
mandel, He was given a Company. At this momen‘t (175131)
Dupleix was carrying all before him in the Carnatic. '.l.lm
English candidate for the Nawab’s throno——Mohzu'nmed vAh—m
was besieged in Trichinopoly by Chunda Sahib and ?;he»
French. Clive, however, made a dash at Arcot, the capital
of the Carnatie, seized it and then held it against all comers.
The Sepoys, or Indian soldiers trained in Huropcan f%tshi()p,
who formed this small garrison under Clive, recognized in

—
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him a leader of men ; they endured privation with the simple
Jotormination of heroes, and the assaults of the enemy were
i no effect.  Orme tells how, when food ran short, they offered
their rice to Clive and the English soldiers, saying they
i hemselves could live and fight on the water it was boiled in.
\yainst such a spirit, the numbers of Chunda Sahib, the subtle
senius of Dupleix, could not prevail. The siege was raised
After fifty-three days. The defence of Arcot, in the judgement
of the historian, Colonel Malleson, was °the turning-point
in the Fastern career of the English’. Soon the cause of
Mohammed Ali triumphed everywhere. The English Company
obtained the lead in the Carnatic, and Dupleix was recalled
to France. The Seven Years’” War ruined his property in
[ndia, and he died in poverty in 1763.

The Conquest of Bengal. After a period spent in England,
Clive returned to India in 1755 as Lieutenant-Governor of
Fort St. David near Madras. Next year Surajah Dowlah,
the Nawab of Bengal, a young man about twenty-eight years
of age and of dissolute character, descended upon the factory
of the Company at Calcutta, and captured the inmates after
a brief siege. ¢ Then was committed that great crime, equally
memorable for its singular atrocity, and for the tremendous
retribution by which it was followed.”! One hundred and
forty-six British prisoners were put into a cell which was only

" twenty feet square. Packed together in this narrow chamber,
" they suffered awful agonies from thirst and heat, through the

summer night. Many lost their self-control and fought like
madmen, while their jailors laughed at them through the
window-bars. ¢ At length the tumult died away in low gaspings
and moanings.”2 Only twenty-three of the prisoners survived
the horrors of that night (June 21, 1756).

The news of the capture of Calcutta and of the tragedy ©f
the Black Hole reached Madras in August. After two months
delay the Madras Government got together a force of nine

\ hundred Knglish soldiers and fifteen hundred sepoys e

e

1 Macaulay, Essay on Clive. 2 Ihill
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the command of Clive, ‘ to punish a prince who had more
subjects than Lewis the Fifteenth or the Empress Maria
Theresa’.t A squadron commanded by Admiral Watson con-
veyed the expeditionary force to the Hooghly., Some time
was spent in negotiations until hostilities were brought on
by an ultimatum from Clive. The two armies drew near
each other on June 23 (1757) at Plassey. Clive's force, even
with all its reinforcements, numbered only about 3,000 men,
of whom nearly 1,000 were English. The Nawab had about
50,000 foot and 18,000 cavalry, with 50 heavy guns directed
by French officers. "The story, although of doubtful anthen-
ticity, is well known, how Clive held a Council of War, the
only one he ever consulted ; how the Council gave its advice
for o retreat ; and how Clive sat down in the ghade of some
trees by the camp, to turn the subject over in his mind. At
the end of an hour, he is said to have arisen strengthened and
refreshed, with the fixed determination of fighting a battle
Quch is Orme's account of the decision to which the existence
of British India is due,

The battle of Plassey lasted from daybreak until about
four o’clock in the afternoon. The Nawab’s troops were
badly led, and dejected in spirib. Several of hig highest
officers had treacherously come to an understanding with
the enemy. At first, indeed, they gave no open help to
(live, but when his determined attack began to spread con-
fusion among the Nawab's troops, they began to withdraw
their contingents. The defection of Mir J'afar completed
the discomfiture of Surajah Dowlah’s army, and Clive held
the field with the loss of only twenty-two soldiers killed.
The Nawab fled, and Mir Jafar was placed by Clive on the
vacant throne. Some time afterwards Surajah Dowlah was
caught and hacked to death by the men of the new Nawab.
In February 1760 Clive sailed for home.

Before the Seven Years” War was far advanced in Kurope,
the French Government made a vigorous effort to conguer

¥ Macaulay, Essay on Clive,
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the English power in India. A distinguished officer of Irish
descent in the French gervice,
was sent to Pondicherry, with a well-supplied force. He is |
described by a contemporary as a man of ¢ a savage ferocity ’,
and ¢ a contempt for every person that moves in a sphere
bolow that of a general*. Lally’s attack upon the English
in Madras in 1758 was foiled by the splendid defence of Colonel
Stringer Lawrence ; and in 1760 he was signally defeated by
Colonel Eyre Coote at Wandiwash. After sustaining a long
siege in Pondicherry with the utmost heroism (May 1760 to
January 1761), Lally was taken prisoner by the English |
forces. He was sent back to France in 1763 at the close of |
the Seven Years’ War, and, after two and a half years’ coutine-
ment in the Bastille, was most unjustly executed as a traitor. &

The military history of British India is the story of great
things dono by small bodies of soldiers led by officers who,
anknown though many of them remain, showed the most
heroic  qualities in courage, endurance, golf-sacrifice, and
devotion to duty. TIn September 1764, shortly atter the
ostublishing of the British power in Bengal, the Nawab of
Oudh, supported by the Emperor of Delhi, snd the Nawab of
jengal who had turned against the English, came with a. large
army against the Company. They were met by Major Hector
Munro at Buxar on the Ganges; Munro had 7,072 men (857 1
heing Furopean) against aboub 50,000. The fight lasted frorn 3
nine in the morning till noon, and then the enemy broke and
fled. ¢ The victory, which was absolutely decisive, completed |
the work of Plassey.’® The Emperor of Delhi accepted |
British protection. The Naw ab of Bengal ceased to have any
power in the country. Oudh next year (1765) entered into |
alliance with the Company, and remained henceforward most |
closely connected with the British ‘¢ Raj .

The Government of Bengal. When Clive quitted India for
the second time, in 1760, he loft the Company in the posses- |

sion of power without responsibility. Tt controlled Bengal | i Bengal in 1772, two things in particular had to be dunc -

1 Vincent Smith, The Ozford History of India (1919}, p. 501. 4

the Count de Lally Tollendal,
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{iroush the Nawab, but was still only a trading corporatien.
{1, sents of the Company, poorly paid, were permitted to
I the bulk of their income by trading on their own account.

U1y could exercise power through the nominal government of
(I« Nawab, and yet had none of the responsibility attaching
| cificials in a regular civil service. It is to this period that
Ui abuses belong, from which at other times the British
wilministrators in India have been free.

[n 1763 Clive, now Baron Clive of Plassey, returned to
liinual as Governor, and at once took the steps necessary
1 produce honourable dealing by the British agents in India :
Iy« absolutely forbade the officials of the Company to engage
I irade on their own account; and (so that no excuse for
jrivate trading should be left to them) he increased their

\liries by using the proceeds of the salt monopoly for this
yurpose. At the same time he obtained a grant from the

\uzhul Bmperor at Delhi, to allow the Company to collect
W11 the revenues of the three provinces of Bengal,.’ Bihar, and
{)rissa 3 and, as compensation, he arranged that the Company

hould pay to the Nawab a fixed annual sum. The Nawah
thus became merely a wealthy pensioner, and passes out of
history. The East India Company from that time was forced
t» take up the work of political administration. Henceforth
\14 functions were of two kinds ; firstly, to manage the export
irade of India; and secondly, to administer the country.
T'he second function soon became the more important and in
Lhe end superseded the other.

From Clive’s first visit to India (1743), says Macaulay, dates
{he renown of the English arms in the East. From his second
visit (1755) dates the political ascendancy of the English.
|*rom his third visit (1765) dates the purity of the administra-
tion of our Eastern Empire.

The crisis in British India. When Warren Hastings, the
imost able official in the Company’s service, was made Governor

the attacks of formidable Indian Powers had to be met ; and
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loose State or confederation of military chiefs. Such a plun-
ering State was bound, of course, to come into collision with
¥ {li¢ Company, whose interest was commerce and the suppres-
yion of violence and robbery. '

The Mahratta War. The First Mahratta War began with
i rash and unauthorized act of the Administration of the
Bombay Presidency. The authority of the Governor-General
uf Bengal over the other
P'residencies was then
varue and not clearly
tecognized. In 1774 the
Bombay officials, with-
put consulting Bengal,
pepoused the cause of
n Mahratta pretender to
the Peshwa-ship. They
lispatched a military
lorce against Poona.
The Mahrattas met it
ut the battle of Arras in
Ginjarat 3 victory re-
mained with the British
only at a very heavy
vost (1775). Some com-
Plicated  megotiations
followed, Hastings af
this time being involved
in a serious quarrel with his council in Bengal. When he
ticovered power, he retrieved the British reputation in Central
India by sending Colonel Goddard with aforce of 6,000 fighting
men right across from Bengal to Bombay. This march, ad-
mirably conducted, was followed in the beginning of the next
vear (1779) by the capture of Ahmadabad by Goddard ; but the
most brilliant exploit was the capture of Gwalior (one of the
finest fortresses, natural and artificial, in India) by Major
Popham (August 1780). This operation was carried out ot

a regular eivil administration had to be created out of an
organization which had been constructed simply for trading
purposes. These two things Warren Hastings, amid incredible
difficulties, successtully accomplished.

"There have been three especially severe crises in the history
of British India; one in the time of Warren Hastings,
between U772 and 1783 ; one in the time of the Marquess
Wellesley, between 1800 and 1805 ; the third in 1857 was the
Mutiny. In the Mutiny, however, the final result was never
in._doubt, although the personal fate of the British residents
in India at the moment was at stake. Inthe time of Wellesley, |
too, it was not so much the existence of British India as the
extent of it which had to be fought for; but in the time of
Warren Hastings it was nothing more nor fess than the exist-
ence of British India which was in jeopardy. The Company's
military and administrative power wis still weak ; while
the Mahratta Confederation and Haidar Ali of Mysore might,
with a lesser man than Warren Hastings in India, have swept
the English into the sea.

The Mahrattas. The Mahrattasz wore all sapposed to be
under & nominal sovereign called the Raja of Satara, whe
was indeed little better than a prisoner. The Raja's Prime
Minister, the Peshwa, had become practically sovercign ab
Poona, and had in fact founded a regular dynasty of hereditary
Prime Ministers.  On the outskirts of the Peshwa's State,
other Mahratta States were being founded, like those of
Sindia and Holkar.

"The Mahratta soldiers lived by levying plunder or taxation
L.

WARREN HASTINGS AS A YOUNG MAN

on the countries they had conguered, or oii their neigh
The Mahratta warrior did no peaceful work ; in general,
a musket, a lance, and a horse were his only property. o
maintain their military hordes, the Mahratta chiefs made
regular incursions into the provinces of Central India, and
levied blackmail on the peaceful inhabitants. A number of
clever Brahman officials kept the accounts at. Poona, and gave

some sort of semblance of eivil administration to this very
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night, without the loss of a single man ; the news of it, went
like magic throughout India. In 1782 the Treaty of Salbai
was concluded with the Mahrattas. They were not forced to
accept the pretender to the Peshwa-ship, and Bombay was
gratified by the cession of the little island of Salsctte.

The Mysore War. It wasnotthe Mahratta War alone which
threatened tho existence of the British in India; it was
combined with a war against Haidar Ali of Mysore. Haidar

THE FORT OF GWALIOR FROM THE NORTH-WEST

Ali, who was born in 1722, had started his active career as
an officer in the service of the old Hindu dynasty of Mysore,
Becoming a successful general, he had gradually got all the
power of the Mysore State into his own hands, and had then
displaced the old dynasty. Haidar, an able and encrgetic
soldier, was a man of shrewd, penetrating mind. Colonel
Wilks, who was Resident at Mysore from 1803 to 1808, and
the author of an old-fashioned and most interesting history
of Mysore, gives many instances of Haidar’s shrewd sayings.
One of the finest is: ‘The defeat of many Brathwaites and

Baillies will not destroy them [the English]. I can ruin
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Hiolr rosources by land, but T cannot dry up the sea.” So

% sl Haidar on his death-bed. He had won a notable victory
~ vor 0 British force under Colonel Baillie, and another over

{ulune! Brathwaite (whose contingent was destroyed); but
Hallny knew that the sea was Britain’s, and that as long as
Uil wis so, she was invincible. Able and shrewd as he was,
tolirint too, in religion (he was a Mussulman himself), he
Wit no better than a brute when his passions were roused.

HYDER ALLY CAWN. Envapecas Mg,

St an bae Jtorbar

HAIDAR ALI

I16 punished one of his Prime Ministers, Kands Ras, by
dpprsenment for life in a cage.

e preat menace to the existence of the British in India
tine after 1777, In that year General Burgoyne capitulated
10 o American General Gates at Saratoga Springs in the
dliny of New York, The war in America turned against
lnelend, and France immediately joined the insurgents.
Wi not to America only, however, that her floets and soldiers
W sent 5 French officers came to India to rouse the princes
Suilist the Company, and a fleet under France’s best admiral

g Sopenred in the Indian Ocean. Hard pressed on land, in
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H Huldar died in December 1782, Next" year tz_}‘m F‘renc:h
Wnglish made peace (Treaty of Versailles, I 783) ; In(%la,
vl ved for the British, though the American colonies
g st .
il e Regulating Act. It was during the period (')f Warrejn
H Hings that Parliament began to take the k'een interest in
L0, of which record has been left not merely in the speeches

wn
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danger of losing communication by sea, Warren Hastir
may indeed be said to have had his * back to the wall .
In 1780 Haidar descended upon the Carnatic with
men, among whom were a number of capable French
General Munro, the hero of Buxar, had now lost all G-
and allowed & body of 3,700 Company troops under Co 2
Baillic to be isolated and cut down near Conjeveram, 8
Madras authoritios mise ably failed to deal with the a T
invasion, and the weight of all the duties which other pe
should have performed fell upon Hastings.  Harassed
overwork, in straits for mone >, men, aud supplies, ?
fogether a small army, and sent it, poorly supplir
transport and equipment, under Eyre Coote to Mad
months the veteran general, who was often too ill &

Ml
3
was

horseback, waged a war of defence against Haic &
July 1, 1781, he got the chance ul o decisive fight

Novo on the Madras coast.  Haidar was defeated
logs of 1O OO0 1y . Another babtle ab Pollilope ¢

the defeat of the Mysore forces : Madras was saved,
it, India.
Hughes and Suffren. Meanwhile Admiral Piorrdd
Bailli de Suffren, had been waging an honourable
command of the sea with Sir Edward Hughes, the
admiral. Suffren was a fine sailor, and his squadr ST
most powerful which France had equipped for
Indies. Hughes, although not brilliant, was sound,

oyl - *h - = s -
- e 2 R - —ee—

Il pos « BARLY ENGLISH TRAVELLER. An Indian Portrait
'”lt""'-' ake and the two famous essays of Ma :zwlzty,'but. algu
e Reports of Select Committees of the House of (,ommon.:;i.
o work of Select Committees in geneml‘has a ’groab ar—1
duserved reputation in English 1|'|Stm'y', and the i\,(.‘.p()ri:;s on
lndian affairs are no exception, The Fifth ,Ru|')()r."t (pub}lshe(}
i 1812) is full of sound judgement and N 8 'p{'u:ulfw?*s mine o
Iniormation on the social, judicial, and 'hmm'mal life of India
i the time of Warren Hastings and (10['11“(:1.1113. '
Macaulay says that the attention of l’:wlmnlet%t was directed
bo Indian affairs by the sight of men returning from that

areer as

and determined.  He could not destroy Suffren’s fle S(?r‘\'
in five separate actions severely handled the French, and ¢
his own tleet in being.  Suffren nearly starved Madras, w
began to suffer Trom actual tamune ;5 and yet he could nob
wrest command of the sea from the unbeaten Hughes, whose
flag was still flying at the end of the war, These operations,
although not on the grand geale of Kuropean warfare, were
so important in the world-wide struggle for command of the
sea that the naval historian Mahan devotes a whole chapter

Y i .4 . It 4 ’1 -,'11,-.,~. T ¥
to Ghem in his Influence of Sea Powey upion History. %0395 7
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country with stupendous fortunes. These were the so-called
?abo.lfs, 50 often reprosented in literature as being peppnr\’/
If‘f"ef:lbh, vulgar, and incredibly rich, East India traders ;ut
;)V ‘ng,lapls: Wﬁx.‘o(fver tholruason, Parliament, when Lord N orth
af(faim 1:111;(;1 k -Im;;tez:, did become most attentive to Indian
R 55 and in 1772 tw.o'Select Committeos were appointed
‘ Ff1{1(}[11.11'0 into the condition of the Company and of British
:ngn: in the East.. The Government too became interested.,
Gonp ((:nwontfije?l,) as it was rqeeiving £400,000 a year from tht;
taxpa‘ " 1)‘/’, aT l11'1 utf’, used :co lighten the expenses of the Finglish
b 1;y 1.77 18 tribute, it must be noted, was only paid from
0 1770, the year of the great famine in Bengal, when it
stopped and has never been renewed. ’ ik
tit'il;lll :1[373 }t.ho East India, Company had no Parliamentary
B 3 8 cn.Lrter hlad been renewed from time to time by
! (,A(Jrow.n, wﬂih which the Company nogotiated as one great,
(‘(.)r':")ra,tmn with another. In 1778, however, Tord N -H" :
Ministty renewed the Company’s charter by QAut of bl",:rlli] ‘
mu.n.t-, a.u'nd changed its Jonstitution, thus afiirming th;- (niiw"ldt-
'n‘f .P.‘Lrhmmsnt to eontrol all the British Possessions in ’Im:i-‘&-l
This Ac.t»-Lord North’s Regulating Act, as it is (\nm--ulldt
ca,lled—ls.the basis of the Constitution of British Indi% fo«fn;}
Tt us.babhshed a Governor-General of Bengal w‘itli fn' i
councillors. The Governor-General was to have £25 HI(I;(];
a year, the councillors £10,000 each, and they were fork:iddtxn
to trade or to receive presents. A Supreme Court of Judiu-mturl'o
szas also established, with a Chief Justice, on a s&]ar( uf
£8,000 a year, and three Judges with £6,000 year c};ch
'ljhe Act. thus aimed at getting well-paid officials, who R}lnl]]({
tg;,Ir‘lve their Whole.time to their work, without fua?r or favour
; }fle Bengal Presrd(u‘my was declared to have supremacy uvux:
et ;tge%' two Pres1flencles. The defects of the Act lay in
:}? (;: ning what this Supremacy meant ; and also in put‘ting
o (rovernor-General in a weak position in his Council, for
he had only one vote, like the other councillors, with a cas,‘tin
vote when they were equally divided. Thus t:he strong mar%

h
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‘n @ turbulent land might have his hands tied, as Warren
Hastings’s were tied, by factious colleagues. Not till 1780,
when the most troublesome member of his Council, Philip
irancis, retired to England after fighting a duel with Hastings,
did the Governor-General have peace in his Council.

The work of Warren Hastings was not merely to save

British India from being overwhelmed by the Mahrattas and
ilaidar Ali. He also gave the country, in so far as it came
under British rule, something like a regular administration.
The Company, in the words of the Fifth Report, had resolved ‘Zo

tandforth as Diwan’—that is, to become the collector of revenue

in Bengal, but it had no real control over the expenditure.
ilastings remedied this; he transferred the revenue affairs
Y from the old Mohammadan capital at Murshidabad to Cal-
cutta, which thus became the capital of British India till 1912,

when Delhi took its place. The careful, efficient, all-pervading
sdministration, which impresses all visitors to India, really
hegan with Hastings ; but in his time a vast amount of the
work foll on his shoulders alone. He worked long, all day
and every day, only leaving Caleutta, even at the worst seasons,
on official business. He learned Bengali, Persian, and Urdu,
in order to understand the people he governed. He encouraged
travel, learning, and education. He was fearless, honest,
jofty, a great man, worthy of the English name.

Macaulay’s Essays. Macaulay’s two essays on Indian
History-—Clive and Warren Hastings—are splendid works,
which cast a brilliant light over a country too little known to
iinglishmen. Too easily, however, he accepted the charges
against Hastings, which are chiefly four—the Rohilla War,
the trial of Nundkomar, the affair of Chait Singh, and the
lining of the Begams of Oudh.

The Rohilla War. The Rohillas were an Afghan tribe who
had occupied for a few ycars the country on the north of
Oudh between the Upper Ganges and the Himalayas. In
order to preserve their territory from Mahratta invasions,
they had made a defensive treaty with the Nawab Vizir

72
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of Oudh, agreeing to pay a subsidy in return for military
help (1772). In 1773 the Mahrattas invaded Rohilcund, and
the army of Oudh threatened war with them on behalf of the
Rohillas. The Mahrattas were forced to withdraw, but the
Rohillas, although they had thus been saved, refused to pay
the subsidy for the assistance received. The Nawab asked
Hastings, in accordance with treaty engagements, to co-operate
in compelling the Rohillas to keep their bargain. Hastings
accordingly lent an English brigade, and in 1774 Rohileund
was invaded ; the Rohillas resisted with the utmost courage,
but were defeated and their land was annexed to Oudh. The
result was to give Oudh, the ally of the English, a safe frontior
on the north. It is, however, a matter of deep vegret that
this was done by shedding the blood of the Rohillas and by
taking away their independence, although by their bad faith
they had brought their fate upon themselves. Macaulay’s
impassioned description of the devastation of Rohileund is
not: borne out by the facts.

Nundkomar. Macaulay next makes a severe charge againat
Hastings for the trial and execution of Nundkomar. ‘The truth
is simply that Nundkomar, a Brahman of bad character, had
forged a letter to show that Hastings took bribes. It was not
for this forgery, however, that he was tried in the Supréeme
Court under the Presidency of Sir Elijah Tmpey, but on a charge
brought by a private person, arising out of an old law-suit.
This had no connexion whatever with Hastings. Nundkomar
was given a very fair trial for eight davs (June 9-16, 1776).
In the height of the Caleutta summer, the jury and judges sat
from 8 a.m. till late at night ; in the end Nundkomar was
clearly convicted of forgery by the jury; and execution
followed inevitably on the verdict. Kverything goes to show
that Impey was a just, laborious judge. British India owes
to him, among other things, the compiling of a code of law.

Chait Singh. Chait Singh, Raja of Benares, was a great;
landowner in a high feudal position, but was not a soversign
prince. In 1778 and in [779 Hastings made him pay

.
L
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fwo special contributions of about £5(),009 each to |.'l.u|[|
Lowards meoting the heavy expenditure nq:urr(-.(_l during
(o Mahratta War. In 1780 the Raja refused to pay any
wore, and revolted. The revolt was quelled, and a new
':iljll. was put in Chait Singh’s place. There .is no doubt,‘ l_;ln.-:‘t:
e Uompany was justified in asking for special 'war‘-com.,n l_».u.
{lons from the Raja, and the amount asked .for is said by
yom petent authorities not to have been (.axcesswe. -

The Manny Begams. The Nawab Vizir of Oudh received
the support of a brigade of the Company’s troops to gu.m'(l
Il territories. In return he was supposed to pay & subsidy,
which. however, was frequently in arrear. In 1781, the
Muliratta and Mysore Wars having made a great drain on the
{umpany's revenue, Hastings told the Nawab Vizir to get
wime of the required money from the royal treasure which
Il been left in the hands of his mother and grandmother,
Who were known as the Begams (princesses) of Qudh. It
jppears that some viclence was used on tilw .Rega.mﬂ servants
by make them produce the treasure. Hastings may be cen-
sieibie in allowing the Nawab Vizir to employ such means
i he chose, but the amount of violence used must have bw:n
Jlight, for the Begams and their eunuchs bore Hastings no ill
Wil atterwards.

After Hastings retired from the position of Govem()j'-
(encral in 1785, he was impeached in Parliament for certain
of his acts done in India. The trial lasted from 1788 to 1795,
and in the end he was acquitted. The great pro-consul
lived meanwhile the quiet and digoified life of a coun.h{y
gentleman, on the small estate of Daylesford in the Cf)tswol.(ls,
which as & boy he had dreamed of buying buek for his ff.a.m!ly.
o died at Daylesford, on August 99, 1818, in the eighty-
pixth year of his age.

§ 3. CornwaLLis AND WELLESLEY

Pitt’s India Act. Tord North’s Regulating Act of 1773,
while establishing the principle that Parliament was supreimd
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over the Company and its territories, had set up no permanent;
organ of the Imperial Government to control India. Tn 1784,
however, Pitt had a Bill passed through Parliament, establish-
ing a President and Commissioners for the Affairs of India. The
Commissinners——commonly known as the Board of Control—
scarcely ever met, but the President of the Board, who ‘was
always a Cabinet Minister,
became the London head
of BritishIndia. When the
Company was abolished ir
1858 the President of the
Board of Control was re-
placed by the Secretary
of State for India.
Lord Cornwallis. In
1786 Charles Cornwallis.
2nd Barl Cornwallis, weni

:";.‘ ]
i
b |
i
i
3

to  Indian asx  Covernor
General, and is thus the
first of the long series of
distinguished  noblemen
who have governed the
Dependency. Hxecopt
Warren Hastings, Sir Joho
Shore, and Sir John Law-
rence, no commoner, no
member of the Civil Service, has been Governor-General,
unless for brief periods to fill an unexpectedly vacant period
between one nobleman Governor-General and another
Cornwallis was nearly 48 years old when he went to India,
Till then he was known only as a soldier, having fought well
in the American War ; after many successes he had been
torced to capitulate at Yorktown in 1781—4 disaster which
practically ended the war. He was a man of perfect physical
and moral courage ; and in India, as throughout his career,
was conscientious, honourable, laborious, and self—sacriﬁcing.

TIPPU SULTAN
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(ine of the first things he did on becoming quernor-Genera,l
was to insist that the Civil Servants should be adequ.a,tely
puid, and should be at the same time absolutely forb1d(?.en
f.0 make money in any other way. The modern t_ype of Indian
(livil Servant, well-trained, well paid, and efficient, may be
snid to date from this time. .

In spite of his honest desire for peace, Cornwallis was
torced, in consequence of the invasion of our ally Travancore
hy Tippu Sultan, son of Haidar Ali, to r{lal.ie war on Mysore.
Want of supplies prevented him from besieging Semngapat.am(i
hut he signally defeated the Mysore army, and deprive

NORTH-EAST VIEW OF SERINGAPATAM

Tippu of half his dominions (1792). 1t is for his land policy,
however, that Cornwallis is chiefly remembered. . .
Permanent Settlement. The revenue of ’oh.e.Stan;e in I,ndhaJ——f
whether of the Moghul Empire, of the Br1t{sh Raj’, or 01
the many native States-—has always rested chiefly on the lan(l.
Land was formerly regarded as belonging to the State, a.ltho%g ci
occupied and cultivated by peasam':s who were not dls’cu; et
so long as they paid their tax. This tax was generfxlly a 2;11
one-fourth of the produce, sometimfas more 3 and it was 1,0
only form of rent which existed in Indm.' The Moghu 12
officials valued each peasant’s land at a certain sum, and tloo
a certain proportion of this value every year. A fresh valua-
tion was made from time to time, after five, ten, or evejri
fitty or seventy years. To save trouble substantial loca

e 7
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people were employed to collect the revenue and allowed to
keep 2% per cent. of it for themselves. These local collectors
were called zemindars.

When the East India Company  stood forth as Diwan 4
it inherited the Moghul system of land-revenue in Bengal,
Bihar, and Orissa. Warren 1. astings had a summary valuation
made of the ].:n.nd-h(_)ldings, to last for five years. To value
the holdings fairly was a work of extreme ditficulty and
complexity 3 naturall Y conditions changed every few yoars—
some land might became more valuable, some less. Corn wallis,
when he came to deal with the matter, proposed two things :
firstly, to treat the zemindars as the proprictors or landlods
of the arcas in which they had collected the land-revenue
and secondly, to value all the holdings for taxation once anel
for all.  Sir John Shore, one of the ablest of the Company’s
Civil Servants and afterwards Governor-General from 1705
to 1798, poinfed out the unreasonableness of rt'lzmkiﬂg a hasty
permanent  settlement, bug Cornwallis, supported by the
British ministry, had made up his mind. He thought that
the landholders—bhoth zemindars and peasants—would he
induced to spond money and labour on improving their land
all the more if they knew that the increased yield would go
to themselves and not to the State treasury. So the Permanent
Settlement was made (1793).  The land was necessarily
valued at a low figure, because the tamine of 1770 and other
causes had temporarily reduced ite value.  The zemindars
became a clags of w calthy proprictors paying a comparatively
small fixed rent to the State, with a permanent and legal hold
on the land, but it is only in comparatively recent years that
the customary rights of the peasant cultivators have been
properly secured. The State has been deprived of much
revenue, which it ought to get from the increasing value
of the land, but which instead it must make up from other
sources. The mistake of the Permanent, Settloment has been
generally recognized and has not been repeated in any other
province,
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Sir John Shore. ILord Cornwallis left India in October 1795
with the reputation of being a straightforward, hard-v‘{oﬂ;u;lg,
high-minded public servant. He was 5110(..:(:0.(1(3(1 .by SlrI (; 1:
Shore (afterwards Lord Teignmouth), a distinguished Indiar
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Civil Servant, although not a success as Governor-General.
The Company was under g moral obligation to support the

Nizam of Hyderabad, yet Shore allowed him to be attacked &

and defeated by the Mahrattas at the battle of Kharda in

1795. Shore had honestly convinced himselt that the words

of the treaty with Hyderabad did not absolutely bind him
to take sides in this instance. N evertheless, he would have
done better had he given the Nizam the benefit of the doubt
and shown the generosity as well as the strength of Britain.
The next Governor-General had to pay for Shore’s mistake
by meeting an over-strong Mahratta confederation.

The Marquess Wellesley. Richard Colley Wellesley was
born at Dangan Castle, County Meath, on June 20, 1760.

His father Garret, second Baron Mornington in the peerage of |

Ireland, died at the age of 46 ; his mother, a daughter of
Arthur Hill Trevor, Lord Dungannon, lived 4o be ninety, and
to see four out of her six sons become famous servants of the
Ntate -Richard, who became Marguess Wellesloy, Arthur
Duke of Wellington, Henry Lord Cowley (Ambassador af
Paris), and William Baron Maryborough (Chief Secretary of
[reland),

All the Wellesloy boys went to Eton. Richard startod at
Harrow, but was withdrawn after taking part in the barring
out of the new head master, Mr. Heath. So from Huareow
he went to Eton, where a beautiful portrait of him as a boy,
by Romney, is still to be seen in tho Provost’y Lodgings. 1n
1778 Wellesley went into residence af Christ Church, Oxford.
There he won the Chancellor's prize for Latin Verse, and
became a Student (the Christ Church equivalent for Fellow)
of the House. He was a brilliant clagsical scholar, and all
through life read with cloge attention the Latin and Greek
writers ; their influence on his style may be clearly seen in
his elaborate splendidly written dispatches.  Before going
to India as Governor-General in 1798, he had studied Eastern
affairs for years 3 no one ever went to a great position with
a better intellectual equipment than did Wellesley. His big

Y theoverthrowof Sultan
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ideas, his enthusiasm, his extraordinary industry, me}de.én&m
st exceptional man in every way. He was noble, d'.lgm ed,
and somewhat haughty; his high manner, especmlly his
rather contemptuous treatment of the East India Company
directors, frequently caused offence, but no one could deny thalJt
he was a great statesman and a magnificent Governor-General.

Wellesley’s work in
India may be summar-
ized under three heads:
the extension of the
Company’s political in-
fluence by means of
subsidiary  alliances ;

Tippu’s cruel and ag-
grossive government at
Mysore 5 and the shat-
tering of the Mahratta
Confederacy.

The Subsidiary Alli- |
ances. The British
power in India, and the
existence of peace and
quietnessoverthewhole

THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY

- sdirect admini- ' .
:13;:212}111( i)f the Crown, and partly on a series of troaitnes
concluded with some hundreds of native princes and ’ru ell'ls.
Such treaties existed before the time (.)f Wollcsle),‘ W‘bo
extended and improved the system. His m'ethod Was 1)o
make a defensive treaty with a powerful Indla.n anﬁ" )
give him the support of a certain nun-lber of trz.uned 80 1er}si
under British officers, and to receive in return just so ml;;
territory as would supply enou‘g}? revenue to suppgztwmel)
regiment or brigade. Such subs1d1.ary treaties h; ma i
Oﬁdh, the large native State which covered the no

e ————————————
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frontie J al ; with H
i zltzfl,r «_)f' Bengal ; with Hyderabad, which he brought back
1o the Company’s close alliance atter Shore’s unfortunate

neglect of it ; with Mysore after he had overthrown Tippu §

]:;m; restored the old dynasty; and, finally, with the premier
fat;atta, power, the Peshwa of Poona, after the defeat
:ma nl(t: M}iﬂirattas ab As‘saye. This system of subsidiary
. es hel ped t(.> spread peave over the whole peninsula.
he? obJe?tlun to it was that it took away from each allied
native prince tho responsibility of se(:uring.his own pu;u-.vl anil
_order. To-day the system has been imp_roved; thnv N:xfiw-
Rulers }{ave their own military contingents and mu.n-.um\ .l"hr-ir‘
own police, with the advice of a British Resident T
Mysqre, 1799. Haidar Ali’s son Tippu, who 5;1(1(:(5(3(](511 his
faf:her in December 1782, hated the English, and \v;m.\' d-n['cr‘.
m}ned to have no peace with them. He entered into an ?'L“i:"u’l(‘(:
fmth the .French Republic, which was at this time unuaw;(i(
in war v.v1th England, and received French officers mﬂ.hh.q
army ; i 1792, however, he was defeated by (?nrnwsllli;
(p. 643). Wellesley demanded that he should dismiss 1!14'3;-
of’ﬁ‘f"‘l‘s, and on Tippu's refusal sent an army into M \';inri.-r
Seringapatam was stormed, and Tippu, ﬁ,qht.imr bravely all"
a gate‘ of the town, was killed. Some of the MV:()re terri.t,( m:
was given to the Nizam, some was annexed to the British
do‘r-nlm(.n.l, and the rest was restored to the old Hindu d n~l
which Haidar Ali had dispossessed. i
; T‘he Mal};'att'as. The Mahrattas were still the leading power
in (.;(:11@:1:&[ ,lx}(l,lsm, and if they had remained quiet no ()n: would
haYe disturbed them there. Unfortunately the .M:.th"lf't'l,
§001a?l ar}d Political system did not permit of this for ’rlllllo;
uv‘ea only by plunder and the levy of blackmail (;p(’)u 1;}115;1'
n‘elghbours. It was Wellesley’s object to induce the Mahratta
States to enter into subsidiary treaties with the (k»mmn\; h
tha’p they should receive a British garrison and give u‘ ‘» .Ll‘wi‘t
predatory habits. The premier Mahratta State sti.ll l:ad |t:>
centre at Poona under the Peshwa. The other two «--hif:f
Mahratta States were Sindia’s, with its capital at Gwaﬂlio;/-
2
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and Holkar's, with its capital at Indore. These States had
1o fixed boundaries. In 1802 Holkar and the Peshwa quar-
¥ lled; a battle took place outside Poona, and Holkar’s
irregular horse swept the Poona battalions off the field.
The Peshwa fled to Bombay for protection, and was glad to
sign a subsidiary treaty, the famous Treaty of DBassein,
December 31, 1802. A British force was stationed within
his territory, and a British adviser guided his affairs. It
i« from the Treaty of Bassein that the substantial supremacy
of the British over India may be dated.
Sindia. however, was not going tamely to see the British
sain control of all Central India. He had a fine army of
j wbout 50,000 men, well trained by regular French officers
3 " whont he had taken into hisservice. He had actually occupied
Delhi and kept the * pageant * Moghul emperor for his own
purposes.  Together with the Raja of Nagpore, another
formidablo Mahratta chief, Sindia, was threatening the
fronticr of the Nizam of Hyderabad, when General Arthur
Wellesley, the Marquess Wellesley’s famous brother, told the
Mahratta chiefs that they must retire. Their refusal brought
about a swift campaign, concluded by the victory of Assaye
(September 1803) over Sindia, and of Argaum (November)
over the Nagpore Raja. Meanwhile, farther north, General
L Lake was advancing on the contingents of Sindia which were
¥ |8 defending Delhi. In November, at Aligarh and Laswari, he
defeated them in hard-fought actions, in which the Mahrattas
displayed all their best fighting qualities. Delhi was taken ;

|

the Moghul emperor was brought under the control of the
British again ; Sindia was made to cede his fortresses and to
give his adhesion to the Treaty of Bassein.

Holkar, who more than any other chief had kept up the
ancient predatory ways, and the swift irregular fighting
methods of the Mahrattas, was still defiant. He was very
difficult to bring to bay ; and the army which pursued him
was never safe from some terrible surprise. Tt was by such
a surprise attack that Colonel Monson's column was all but
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annihilated in his retreat from the Mukandwara Pass in Malwa.

General Lake, however, carried on the campaign against him

with more caution throughout the autumn of 1804 ; and
although he failed in the assault on Bhurtpore (the famous
fortress city of Holkar’s ally), he wore down Holkar’s resist-
ance, and compelled him too, at last., to come into the sub-
sidiary system.

MAHADAJI SINDIA

The results of Wellesley’s Administration. The Marquess
Wellesley left India in July 1805. His work was undoubtedly
a great achievement. He had extended the British power
over Mysore, as well as over large parts of the Mahratta
country ; and had confirmed it in Hyderabad and Oudh. He
had utterly broken and expelled the dangerous French influ-
ence, and prevented Bonaparte’s grandiose Asiatic schemes
from having any chance of success. He had helped to bring

INDIA 651

forth the military genius of his great soldier brother, and had
~ guthered round himself a band of able Civil Servants, like the
future Lord Metcalfe, whom he trained in the higher flights

of administration. Splendid in deed and in word, he was one
uf the most magnificent of England’s governors, a worthy
riler of that teeming continent, the most varied, the most
fomantic, the most opulent, under the British flag.

BHURTPORE FORT

The last years of Struggle with Napoleon. When the
Marquess Wellesley left India, Europe was still convulsed
with the great Napoleonic wars, although these had been
finally prevented from spreading towards India. The aged
(lornwallis, who was sent out to succeed Wellesley, with
instructions to adopt a strictly pacific policy, held the
(fovernor-Generalship for a brief and inglorious two months.
His successor, Sir George Barlow, a civil servant, has 1)(‘--.*.!1
‘called the meanest of the Governors-General’, and the

¥ epithet is not undeserved, although the main lines of his
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BEVEE o gz . L Northern frontier of Bengal, and in 1814 a regular war took

]l:‘l;llz(b‘ ::M(:( f::;'h('lr.l'b('d”_fm"‘“LOll\l/;.lnln. ’c.l-"ll"lle‘%’ his pericd ¢ place. The British at first suffered considerable disasters,

nineteo hs w2, b ahratta States were age - : i g ;

o mon s I office, the Mahratta States were *541 and Colonel Gillespie was killed in a rash attack on a Gurkha

allowed to get out of hand. Under Lord Minto, however stockade. In 1815-16, however, separate operations conducted

a more energetic, though at the same time cautions policy, war by General David Ochterlony and Colonel Nicholls forced

resumed. Minto, as Sir Gilbert Hlliot, had gained experience . ]
’ g : ' G the Treaty of Sagauli (March 1816), by
ommons and in foreign affairs, havin e ey g ( )

! . : d i f liel
been Governor of the Protectorate of Corsioa fraom 1794 ¢+ Wh1chlthey dceded ta dstrlpB(I)‘fti:ﬁrﬂé(;Z{deﬁl lcal,:-, é[z:f;l:;‘du
1796 during the British oceupation, as well as Ministen B'enga, e, et 1 h b o Iv.
I’Imlipntm)ti_a,ry at Vienna. In India he dealt successfull! Sines theﬁl Gr;aat lBr.lt_alnd a;r;ld Iljl ZI;:Z arrive ange?or;le;;;;‘:
with trouble which had arisen both inside and outside th Gfuré& - ta,ve i Zid]:;nfmentz 4
British territory. A terrible mutiny of Sepoys at Vellore i1f ° ];:Sizl(;s dr::ﬁ);;n 'witthepaui the Marquess of Hastings
Sir George Barlow’s time ha sulited i : S84 : : ’ ir alli i 5
0 companis o whi sldios (10, 1508 ey s 184 1051 with tho Mabattas,and the who. had aroen

' companies of whito ; s (July 10, . Lord 1 2 PR A lunderers who had arisen in
settled this difficulty by a judicious combination of firmnesi o tendhils e horde.s e i he
; recent years amid the disorders of Central India, and they

both in the House of ¢

and moderation. Next, the great Sikh power of Ranjii
Singh threatened the peace of British India, but by skilfa’
diplomacy (Treaty of Amritsar, A pril 25, 1809), the Clovernoer-
General induced him to withdraw his forces to the Sutle],
which remained the frontier il the extinction of the Sikh
State.  In 1811 came Lord Minto’s most, brilliant exploit.
the expedition to Java, the magnificent Duteh island which
Napoleon had annexed. The Governor-General  himself
accompanied the expeditionary force. On Augusi 28 Batavia
was stormed by troops which Colonel Gillespie (a hero who had
been chiefly instrumental in suppressing the Vellore rebellion®
personally led. Java was then taken over by the Britist
administration, and put under Stamford Rafles as Governoi
whose régime proved to be an unqualified success, The
wealth of the country and the social condition of the people
had made immense progress by the time the island was handed
back to the Dutch (181 5).

After Lord Minto came the Farl of Mboira, (afterwards Lord
Hastings) as Governor-General (1813).  He soon found
oceasion to exercise the distinguished military gifts which he
had shown ()Vnr'thirt-y years earlier in the Carolinas (see . 526)
The Gurkhas of Nepaul were giving great trouble on the

spread disorder far and wide, and especially in Malwa an:
Rajputana. Many of these freebooters were Mahrattus
men of all classes and religions, however, might join iho
Pindari bands. These bands followed each their chosen leader,
and are said to have included between 20,000 and 30,000 men
in the early years of the nineteenth century. The Peshws,
the Bhonsla of Nagpore, Holkar, and Sindia were not fis
from complicity with these robbers. When Sir George Barlow
was Governor-General no attempt was made to check them,
and even Lord Minto did nothing to stop their ravasos.
Lord Hastings, however, dealt seriously with the proble,
which was all the more pressing as the Pindaris had, sinee
the year 1812, been making incursions into the Company s
territory.

In the year 1817 Lord Hastings set on foot an army ol
120,000 troops, of whom about 13,000 were British soldicrs
This army was divided into a northern and a southern s,
The northern corps under Hastings himself was to close upun
the Pindaris from the side of Bengal, tho southern untlu
General Hislop was to come up from the Deccan. Tl
operations were completely successful, and by the weurly

2033.2 [§ iii] * A q
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months of 1817 all the Pindari bands had been rounded up
and destroyed.

The Peshwa, Baji Rao, had, meanwhile, in spite of the Treaty
of Bassein (p. 649), taken the opportunity of the Pindari war
once more to challenge the British rule. He was met and
overthrown at the battle of Ashti (February 20, 1818). The

position of Peshwa was abolished and his dominions annexed
to the Company’s territory. Baji Rao spent the rest of his |
days as a wealthy pensioner ab Cawnpore ; his son was the |

infamous Nana Sahib.

Two months before the battle of Ashti, the forces of the J
Bhonsla, who had begun the war by an attack upon the

British Resident at Nagpore, were defeated outside that city
on December 16, 1817. The Bhonsla was deposed and that
part of his territories which lay north of the Narbada was

annexed.  On December 20 ( 1817) General Hislop overthrew f

Holkar’s army at the battle of Mahidpur.

The Mahratta power was thus completely broken. The
States of Sindia and Holkar have survived, and their rulers
are powerful princes. Satara and Nagpore, the other two

Mahratta princi palities, were annexed.
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