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NI SIAMEN OF BRITAIN
IIAIN AND THE SEA

A BRRREY AND IINVIRONMENT

b e s ctrrency and hoary in its age, that
W Blee i mtmately connected with, and usually
Vo however, while enshrining much that is
b probably scen and smelt salt water of
Sl veaon that he cannot live more than some
&mi wmt Britons, if tllcy can afford it, try, often
ol svrowiding 1o themselves, to spend their
ﬂ W b not seeessarily on it.  The patriotic
™~ Wi |IN||-||-\ piven a ludse impression here, Briin's

00 e imountain waves,
i fn o the deep,

n Sl b oo almost a national song.
St apphicable o the country as a whole and
ik 1 would be dangerous to apply it indis-
g\ Wl oty of Britons, no doubt, are thankful
LW ol They would i fact be acutely unhappy if
Wi e paisive and imaginative moments that
Ll b s partcalar fiction ds more carrent
Wb been tepeated again and again, in all ages and
W e e Ibasso-Swiss soldier and historian,
: Sk ol e Bricons € a nation of twelve million
W e b seasmen every one of them ™
S0l e . Oither factors must be taken into
W b whnd holds, tor instance, and its size.
S s o of the Orkneys will very likely be
Shads e sl and any means of livelibood
W e ol ihe sea would be hard to find. But the
e s iy no means nccessarﬂy a seaman. Nor
A0 aie tow any other things to do there, and

mi withont fiee, and such generalisations enshrine

s 46 i too large for a numerical majority
S e probably true that no other country of

']
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i Sl Sedgn of Britain Deitatn and the Sea

comparable size has ever held a higher bercentage of people whe i b O Matee's own World-Highway—lay everywhere

e e DR g high. . Tl'.i‘ih:m‘n ol e Bnplishman's door, inviting him westward to the
Then again the island is, compared with continents, small—too ;::i:; 'u SR A0 e conaie sl vision of man had found it.

™ lil'tn.f peent il of Mature o Boitadn was—and is—the character of the

cre must still be milliong of people who go from cradle to 8rave withf e she wave ot here are everywhere well-marked mdentlz;ttlotrlxls,
b liv ||in|-|| wakis tor sheltered harbours, washed and kcpt clean y the

D n0t. greatly interest because it never enters at first hand ingo thei ety snsnitdings of the thles ¢ overywhere, ar almost (‘,Vcrywhere,.be}ulilad
bt bons, w foeiile binterdad, formed by the rivers whose action has

always, from cradle to grave, It is not far oﬁphysicaﬂy, and it is so gl the Bl iiry wiving eany access bothy from the coast to the interior, and
¥ (T 4

reach that there cap be very few of them who have never seen it. Byt it 4 .
nearer t_O them in spirit, in song and tradition, in sentiment anél edut lt' - IR e oy ortunase ifs tock o the bl
the stories they hear at their mothers’ knees and in the little histo, lecau* N v Iul:- lideod, for those who lived near it, it was inew.t mblE,
read a_t SCII(?OI. It is even deep-woven i the homelier metaphofsyancc)lo '"I'" nl:l‘llnlll.:m- ol "lll:ll‘|l\' played dnto their haods.  Sea-fishing is the
of their hative tonguye, They may not be seafarers, byt they are certain) oy :|'| sl el schinol of seamunship ¢ yet primitve fishermen, where
sea haters, nor—more fata] still—gea fearers - rather potentia] sey lovers ': ,‘.p ..|.| Pl b b b dbiney, st have a plentiful supply of fish,
chance or Clrcumstance may turn a¢ any time into sea ysers, | § *l B ¢ Droveated watars, bofor eﬁhcy e
The cause of this is geographical no Jegs than historical Nature b v:mm;" |lm| v vateh tho o thelr skinecovered coracles. But, given t!m
more than ordinan'ly generous to the British Isles. When. she Wasede:;ﬂ;ll:ll- .|.:.d|u‘|.n.lun Bon e wien, ome thing follows the other in relentless IOgl,(',

that part of the carth which we now call Europe, she built it upon 5 steep f&.
L)

fITT 3 Y . S SOON
Wi g |I1|||| I l||||| vy cradt |1 .nl'. o nprovements lil(l\.lll,. d;l(S(. SOOI
1] " : . f .
e de nterpeininge apdeis to venture farther afield, to find, first, ne
' ' ]

which plunges down into the Atlantic deeps where the Iberian Peninsyla : ‘
] ks, bt woon new warkers in which o sell their greater catches.
T RTURRTATT U £

€ Western Ocean, Follow that line of deeps from south to north on th
flnd]\?e find the ;mo—féthom linet bending shatply towards the ‘coast oflc:rql s, betore he i quite conscious of what is happening, .the fortun.at(-
:}r:c:,:’ B:Ly.o.t .B1sca)y; but it !)cu.ds quck again before it reaches Ushant, 4 finda il seamunship, shipbuilding, .quI trade all s/tcadlly de:irelopm.‘:t-
5 Sc(c)‘tcl‘,(.ngmuci duc_nort_h, bassing outside Ireland, until it has clegred the lavifihor, sl londding him on to new enterprises, new markets, and a new
v o i s?'k,' e ;1111 1t SWINgs away towards Greenland. The 1oo—_tidmmtp--mr g st ; oes.
striking stll, .F(.).Howmg the one already described, close o its LandwiWh st it inaggine thit these things happencd quickly, as time g
side as far a5 the north of Scotland, j¢ then swings sharply east for the Sk .- Bithions Lo the skinecovered coracle 1o the ocean~going ship, from the
N 2 isa S hsherman o the deepesea mariner, must be measured in centuries

Western corner of this continental shelf” 5 solig mass of land as she g } ek Tl beglonings of Britin's seafaring career were very
Soufh-‘_w“t Europe and down the whole western face of Afyica Ils o dld]l“' ‘ """ ."' |‘|u- uly whsilale R, first authentic view of her
set in it the British Isles, separated at all points from the contine‘ntalmea d 'm; I.. ' ‘ Juliue Caenar, the first great figure from the Meditcrranc?n t(:
nowhere quite overlooking the decps. The benefit to Britajn was mats:ls"P:. " mrl il -:ilil.nl with England, has left it on record that the Britons
cnormous.  The shallow shelf” which sucrounds her on every side_ximt el '--::"h”'“ and handy boatmen was even then established in mfrth-weSt
confers upon her the obvious advantage of being an islan, but also is ¢ Oh(ll]'uun--u.; e curlows vigitor may seill watch their divect descendants in Wales
L a].l manner of fish (nof the least of which s King I:Ierrin ”) ;lc (m'lnfl"l | I: \'-m ¢ just anch an exhibition of skilful handling as Caesar saw :
Ei:{ghsh can, a}nd could from the carliest times, reap a rich harvegst ofvz'ozze I‘I; h“',l\::‘;‘ :.;N llr“m progress, old things die bard in these islands. A further
;: anejznt:j obltiam some 1def1 of" the importance of that harvest, even today vs;I'. " b ol sealicing blood came with the . |‘riv:’1| of the Dm1c.i, :u‘u_l Nforscm?
. T8 Csiless than it did upon the consumption of fish the visitor m_‘ SNV breed, o thousand years ago. Ve it is hardly true, as is often said,
view the amazing markets a¢ Yarmouth, Grimsby, or Abercieen, and he wiut tin ‘l OOIen |.I;.- Briton's love of the sea, for Caesar wrote a thousand years

nevi I : 173 Cacsar wrote  th
e iy e yet, when he was schoolllley sill 1 wil, when at length the great days of English expansion beg;rilrto
Bown, bl o deosand years later, it was from the estuaries of the western shires,

I0 .
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The Ships

the main impetys Came. And a]] of these were abo

old eastern Danelagh * 4 the narrovw limits of England allowed. T
probably Jess Viking blood in Devon ang Cornwa]l

than in any other
England.

try whose uplanders ” eyg
were farmers~corn-growers and producers of cattle, especially shee
1

WOOl-growing 45 their majn industry and wheat their second string ;
of them landsmen by habit and upbringing. Yet, all roung her excep

long coase; e there dwelt, in very considerable numbers, from, Bery
Penzance and from Yarmouth ¢ Pembroke, men

2 home, and often 4 8rave. And thae bicture,

*on of a Sheffield cutler hearing the call of the geq and

signing on in a 1mey
S, or 4 Nottinghap, miner’s son joining the Roya]

where the geq makes Lirele appeal
Particularly strong, and where 4 high Percentage of a]] the inhabj
links with i And it js g quite extraordinary-— .y we
‘essons of histary and 8eography—how the Sea profession stil]
Figures are not €asy to come by, but no enquirer cap fail to

> and others again where jg tr:

before thep,

It js striking, thig Maritime heredity,
1 mind whep ye are discussing British s
of their strengths and weakn,
their characteristics which, to this day, differentiate them bo j
of other lands and from the rest of the;
heredity Wwere revealed more clearly,

for in thoge days such ordinary amenities of civilisation g5 v,

and it js 5 Very important £1cqop to
camen, becayse it Serves to explaiy;

the reach of landsmen were almost totally denied to the sey
old seemed to belong to another wor]d aItogether, and he

seamen, and tending ¢ regard with suspicion al] the rest,
12

b 1] nl|-||||| o the Maval NETVIN e,

L= j y hing,
. ‘ “ At i ct a yet Stfanger t o
o T :. W ! ” "' e wi Ll |i""‘”:f" Wit Ssub &

ruck b i ".III Wt Bhyad) wice h th]

antNavy, o W AEeIna Ly &

i i to a SeasidL»
| 1 I“ b i S alnlua]. trlp .
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L] iy i 1 t h]

TR TR CINH | ﬁn

ional week-end at Brighton.
nal week-end
Blickpool or Southend, or an occasio to his arteries in normal
1 UL | b N
Hl.l.n | ' LL A Bhtl Vo lmvmg no free access
At SR
alt I s I

esses, and becayse it gives s the clye to certaighil
th from the scarlt Dlood-stivam

The effects of tif
perhaps, 5 century ago thay they are ot
cre even then wigiiie which
men.  The sajloghis Qe
Was rather progd s N"”"',“ e

1t: he was rough, uncoyih and secretive, Opening his heart only to his feljgnjiletly,

whom he dismisghtl, I emergency, they do.

Maviiint ol the Sea

' { me
I I I' Ili‘llill Yo ut Ili sime om
111 |

R IT i love ol In\ iq}f\
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el In
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= a simple
B Wi ey my romeatingles  phrase, but

YOOI iy e o

Wiy WL

5, and have in

P bl bave always realised rlla.‘-,f' ll"".‘r"s;b:c‘lg:le sailor’s

NS U} Attty ) done what they coulid to ul(.-nu.‘{., R

n (e hadliig thie e ':I'l wombepn,  Thuw, o give but .--,m..s.xal gch’ool i

b Pbliswe tis bl 'T*;;ln:r‘lll ¢ enceedingly-—the Royal H-._:xl)‘lim’md -

i day il tovpihy ; WIS are received s .

l-hwl'l:: ollidl, whiore a1 II"'|III. I:I.Il-m‘l]nld .\1-.1 dification for their Gllli.l‘}_.

s L v Whe Stae is evidently wise

BOWuie " kenlaniigg ~'l':l tries, its fishermen, merchant

||lll"|fv|'| i I" ‘.j! it well: they have :Sh(?Wl.:

_ l_“",.“‘”l.\. |‘1- pre-crment i'.l.tll‘eif_PrOt?SSlA‘)]ll]:?

elved, By e il et ol "'_':I: . .--.-.ml( v, then, that Britain is norma y
Can anyohe we

\“' ll-i'-ll LELLALA T ||u|

W workil 1 ; r single group of
NQ.VY. Yet, fOr ::_H n"rh"hl ) : 1# t 15 une stock which .l[)()VL any Othe 8
UL UL TN T >

> s tO marn
¥ ’-’ Sk I o 1 .On b Call Sll(., hopt,

S Are ce Lt part, O .- LA I ' I“ IH'I””I'I IH ¢ 0 I" ¥ presen POS ?

iti ‘ UULLA A ¥ t 1f1

t1011 le]]‘" LLLLELLY

13[]1‘ h ] YT P T i iy lI I Wil t | Wl‘ll t]le men VVh.()Se ia.th(,rs—‘
S ’ﬂ]e: LT ) i I 11} |1| T \IJ [ ] IL“,' -
iy e vilton I THeers [l‘l ! (8 S .
] | W T g ll Vi h 1 ' 1he ca 111 th.elt bl ) d bl]\
J 1 1

Whiv st lulhl (m l.. At

. LA 1an he knew.
hot old Jonuns was perhaps more rllgh; :'i G 1‘_
how thi Raaw 30y hie body of the uplande >
aamewlhiene -

s it into
ergency release
Iy the sudden shock of some grar_ld em ?g o
e loes this metamorphosis occur i
IL_-,\‘.-' el ’ - .C £ | *
litive effocr of dhat moisture—lader;l soufwt;sat CEE e e
LAY £ th L o |
B o ~change
o the dsland, or is it jus ! g
il II“w-.\l:nw iried to describe ? Who silhaﬂses érhefﬁeld i
here must be some reason why tho, -
ercediet ing lads can convert themsely o,
tini : : —r ’
1 wner born ”, into prime seamen
“us to the m:
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The Ships and Seamen of Britain

o “pax BRITANNICA *’

Britons make good traders, Napoleon, of course, was trying to
when he called them “a nation of shopkeepers  ; and he was d
€Xaggerating, But there is 4 certain substratum of truth in his remark
do make good traders, and are not ashamed of the fact,
upon good trade routes, and the secret of the latter is to
of operations at each end, as well as 2 foy intermedia
And these were just the things which the roaming, ho
1o provide. Give him his little adventure, Jet him take
he would settle down happily enough, almogt anywh
could live, whether in the vast backwoods of Canada
of St. Helena, And he could—and did—prosper in both.

simply trading ventures. It was, too, 3 purely trading cone,
India Company, which, after a century and a half of ordinary trading, |
itself one day, much to its surprise, and with considerable misgiving, admiy
ing a large part of India. It is often said that the British Government cony
ladia. Such a statement misses the whole point.  The Governmens had ngy
whatever to do with it unti] long after the first and all-important steps had!
taken. AJ] they did was—tmally—to take over the enormous, and slip
anomalous, poljtica] powers of a concern which, to the last, was a chan

maritime concerns, and that fact brings us to yet
“ seafaring ” ability already mentioned, Its
numbers were always, as we have seen, 3 great fe.
heaven-sent link which bound the whole fabric
the colonist acrogs the seas, sometimes remaing

Now all this shows very clearly what is the true corner-stone of the B
Commonwealth, ¢ is Trade. And this i the fact which makes the By
Empire unique in the history of the world.
Empires, but all of them were based on something very diﬁérent—usuaﬂy Cledlieval gl 8 Ship ™
quest.  Of such a sore was Alexander’s short-lived Empire ; of such 4 SOrt, i

Above : A Fitteenth~

Shipe of South and North Europe. 4 it
i S/(f:'Lllotr/ : A Fifteenth-Century *“ Round Ship




eltain und the Sea

Sl MWI l" Pasalidin bowy, e i.i”\.’ that old mnccptinn of
vk pnhlllal. wherehy it wan believed that only one party in a
SRS & el 1 dhag b every tansaction there must be a gainer
’ ,ﬂu‘ S e b, b mlnerysnine cases out of a hundred, was the
Pl e svnrpne eho, once believed in this * Mercantile Theory ”,
B o odbess siee off fdetion and bloodshed.  To it, directly or
~ut 4' ot b st the longedrawn-out series of Anglo-Dutch and
Pl wais  These the Maglish won, and cmerged in the unique
ol lhiﬂﬂ puinplote mantons of the seas.  Yet even these, let us remember,
bl wais, e prdees bl the markets and the unoccupied spaces of the
. ] e poshidon] domipation and enslavernent of neighbouring peoples.
08 i bl Jerdige of hate behind them.
wonbinns whitehs wave Deltain the prizes were her vigorous Mercantile
aid B tiedble Mavy © andd by the time she had won them, she was
b e ol 0 peeat economie discovery—the greatest, perhaps, that man
b b it aphere. v anuy b summarised in two words—** Free Trade ™ :
libials o the ol Miicantile System, Britain’s adoption of the new
e aliied e wordld protoundly in many ways. But only maritime
Lo o hwre, el the marinme sspect of her adoption of Free Trade
woeallid e Y s Didinniea ', whereby the seas which she had won for
Wi e were fang wide open for the use of all.  Britain, the Mistress of
BB, bevame the dampion of the Freedom of the Seas : and the great
Sl Seeviee which had wen them for her in the battle against all comers
B Bisetied 1o more peaceful and more liberal use.  The British ship became
Wotdian of the peace ¢ the fighning man became the policeman.
L oiveiy vidtor 1o Bogland will very soon discover, there is nothing
bl ™ whoae the Beideh policeman.  He exists simply and solely to help
stk the pubidic, They both know it, and both know the strength of the
o bebibd B, And st happens that no one—unless he is breaking the
Is i b loast afiald of him,
b owmally o big, poed-tempered man, and he spends very little of his
st evibidoers,  Radier more is spent in preventing evil deeds, and
wibeuntly e does ity with a judicious blend of firmness and tact born of
yiars ol practice, A still larger part is spent in such amiable occupations
e biog the tallie, putting ]'n'oplc on their right road, and helping the very
oo wnd the very ol o erossitin safety.  But the largest part of all—by far—
Sotesd o fuist bty there, deing apparently nothing but walk the streets with
tmrlnl teend This is by no means wasting time nor squandering the tax-
'IHI‘ ooy, s much better to stop a man from committing a crime
L ORI T b bt when hie bas committed it ; to prevent a riot with tact than
skl b il womuncheon,  Indeed, in the ideal state the policeman would

I5
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The Ships and Seamen of Britai,

el 8l s tine belping the citizen, for there would be pe ma
Mrost and o nuilcontents ¢ riot.  But thae perfection i pop e,
Wl has 5 figle tlliefltaking to do, and 5 little riot—prevention.
OCCasions—et the evil-doer make no mj

MO 2 swift and thoroughly efficient avenger of outraged law, ot
by no meang readily hoodWinked, and impervioys to bribery,

Now Britain’ barticular brand of police officer has been describe
€, in the wider world of the Ocean, the British Warship i
ably like him in its chy

racter and work, Every habitg,] user of the

casily

Among continents] Dpeop.

the population wij] have had any first-hand experience of ¢h
anyone who would test th

les, as among the British, ne large prop

ese things,
et down obtajn independ
Let them say
i P used i 2 magy,
Detty-minded. hectoring, i i
gcu.)chv.-‘m.pered. tactful, and
answer hie il obtain—m]e
the P h’fv‘.\'m-

strictly imparga]. There

ss, of course, his infory
W 10 have beey acting contrary to the established Jayy and
ot the seq - then he will doubtless have met him in that oher mood, a
probably hyve been more lnpressed by his efficiency, Yet the chances ¢
are small nowadays, for, Jike the policeman, the warship spends by far the &
Part of its time iy * Just being there ¢ and, simply because of this fag

$€as in peace time have, for 4 good 1nany years now, beepn largely freg
Lighwaymen and footpads.
(13

Now why ", it may be asked, “ does Great Britain play this troublg
and expensiye role? We are not, surely, going to be asked to believe thy
s altogether altruistic i this imporgane matter,

> and that it i just for the la
her fellow men that she thy polices the seas 5

No, we Propose o ask no gy, thing,

even though it be n part the t
Britain, whoge people have beep for so long free them,

an be Jittla douly
nant happened, when

i ] 80
A British Merchantman : Fast Indiaman Pitt, 17
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Betwatn and the Sea

I senbiey e commerce, her fisheries, and her Navy had
bt 1 B b wealds, sequired from the firse two, had
Silsive fovns 1 promsey thems both, which, in their turn,
il soabliog ber w0 continue on that happy circle.  But the
0 ksl ihe i, Dor whips were using the sea more and more,
B I il sl e warships for protecting her trade.  And
e B ol s trnede st be mentioned bere, since it was that more
er el b ally Bt Bee to such a unique position among the
Wkl e Canying Trade. She had contrived to obtain
g | i B v B b of o monopoly of carrying, not only her own
S e Y M N ki e of athan itk who, tor one reason or another, found it
; ' i & SOt o gt bl o e the sen themselves.  And to this must be added

b ob ntanding Imporance—not, this time, a sea factor. She

/1 NS O e onotigh o have passed through the birth-throes
\ bl sevidution o long time before her competitors, and thus for

..-‘—-s Bl Bl sy was preoducing cheaply by machinery what they were

i

ity by b | by the thousand where they were producing
S et i Rl where they were turning out centimettes

e e s b0 peoduce far more than anyone else, and to carry even
sl b bk, b e the seas to an incomparably greater extent than
woohe Tl phase she had reached by the end of the Napoleonic

i —_ - P g b i et i her history, there was little that distinguished

i -~ ; IS 'y i pobiey Hom that of other countries.  She was certainly making no
Hl,l}li aipe s koop it " free ™ to anyone but her own merchants. In
s el ot dyiastic moves and counter-moves she was behaving like
A0 o b, bt no worse.  For, up till then, she stll believed in the
sl Py, described above, whereby it was regarded by all as far more
st b sl b i was 0 bay.  And, in common with all who held that
W e W comtinally trying to hamper her rivals in their attempts to sell,
A vremie B Liseself, as far as was humanly possible, a “ corner ” in selling.
s sy, which now seems so short-sighted—for who can go on buying for -
b s ot allowed o replenish his purse by selling ?—also embraced the
by g eale, slnce carrying brought its profits just as selling did.  So Britain
b b e age-olid policy of Protective Tariff Walls, bolstered by a long and
Wpbiassd senios of Navigaton Acts, designed to force all peoples, even her
b L ulnles, 1o have their goods carried by herself. In the seventeenth
Wiy e wan, pothaps, something to be said for ‘the method, since she was
g with economic equals, and even superiors.  But by the end of
slbisennth century it was—for Britain—quite obsolete ; worse, actually

L} 17

Paddle—stearners of the

Above : HM S, GorgRoYaI Nav

¥ and the Merch i
o ‘ Ichant Service .
37. Below : Padd]e—steamer British Ql:t]ccftihel e




The Ships and Seamen of Britain

i FVN 0 the end, Jost her her £
MR this was the trye cause of the disc
el 10 their breakaway in the 1770,
oy ohis cveat, combined with the teachin el
g Al Mieh, and the inevitable slump after the long—drawn—out ' |

N

Bpbet bwer sl geonpn, and aee lnu‘ i
WAy in which she as eemiler thrlnu.;a

) qml. sl ol rospocts in w 'm”l
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: BRITISH SHIPS l]il h’ T winel Wbilibbions, we ‘_I“Y\‘J'IfTI:I:;_I:‘l‘. - marn
. “, wl, lelly, glve ot separte treats
ArL who sail the seas wil] be famil

iliar with the Red Ensign of the B
chantman and the White Ensign of the British warship. But, even

ips themselves, their build and their ¢
ips” crews, too, would he
In fact, the two Se

TR COMMON STOCK

¢  that
s A I Hoglind i is roughly truc. to say E
“’; :::vnt:lu u‘:--u lenticnl @ or at most, Warfﬁfdv::;;to
¥ 1y, moskitled merchant ships. They' il
o "'"'l""’“ |:;|la ol Peeneclimun has called * le Vaisseau Ron (s,
i'“' SHRY Whivh & wile ke aftair, heavy and strong, and prO‘I‘)l °
" Nh:ll i ‘lm"tll i b oethiern seas the lighe, thin, vicious * long
U:Ll.’ ~ “‘ml "'. -H'III atnie, and of mcdiaeval Med11tse1:ir::1nea(.)r:
“':: 'h"'ni:::cmnm ablitg o0 their great oars. Such' vcss,;he lwllre
{ M'l t:n'wu-mohl-n WO pIng N lmm_rh‘c Atlantlt(:}.l tthei’espec-
“. = ‘;bl .“" " |||1I Wik Lnportant, J\.\!‘. 1t meant thal k digerent
" § e Medierpanean and of ]ingland too. i
ol e Meditertanean possessed, and deve oph (i
" % ’:lh “""!. wid, and the ' round ™ for tra.df%. Eflglandb ih
"m “”- lﬂm;" I:ml l‘llli whe used as a :.zcneral u.txhty Slllp fOI' Oct
R "‘.‘":I‘| will with her internal cconomy in a{lot}lcrurejiclﬁ;
o l'“""i Bl whways eelicd laggely, and often <::.xclu51vct {l,latphc e
l"' "’ l“.r - 1] h! Im-‘ MY At J.|| h.l'.ull m‘nl. Thls mean ' thc only
d"‘:"::p::l; g "'t bl wadlike |u||;pnx<-:s,hs!m(;:h;hat \NN: i, |
Hecis could provice . -
' S B |.ll‘ll" “l:‘:l:::: ";:l..l-m,r o hold—no cargo spaccu—;t Wt(});;lsi
m e Rar liweyal k (T built \|1i|'r5'. of theerWl’l, . ut
u, """f:' Im.l bvaise of the weather conditions just me?_
" "I‘:::'i‘ S '1“'|" ‘:m“ for which they intended them. l'lI)‘hiy }&,;
- et or cargo-carrying, albeit o
e g o e g ‘!h:ﬂ.llm R, Mttt "Nl'i"“;-; I:;:‘.:r:ufn:cmerrlzs of war. For
fighting, from the soldiers ; and, for the purposes of sailing, from the mp d SE, s, hore, .;ul. ,II,h,.‘, .Ih_-f‘in_- T e
seamen. Then they began o obtain officers, but not men. The SEbdibimie ware unially ',,,",;J,.‘ | ,,:”. e
England was over 3 thousand years old before the regular rating ™ oy thsmdens woild dinbitbos have B e o
Royal Navy came into existence. She was a thousand years old, too, |

there came to be any really radical difference between her warships
merchantmen,

Yet that is what we intend to do, for those stories—in British se:
too mixed to make them intelligible when separated. 'This may causg
to some readers, especially those whose countries have assumed theif
shapes in comparatively recent times—that is to say, after the g
century differentiation took place which has now set so great a gulf |
the “ fighting ship ” and the * merchantman 7, Again, in other cal
especially those bordering the —there may have
age~old distinction between the two types of ship and between the twa
individual who manned them,

But Britain is exceptional iy

Mediterranean Seq

this, as in other ways.  The story of

Navy and the story of the Merchant Navy, during most of their cou
one story.r Let us give some dates. Tt is, roughly, eleven centurie
England was firgt united into g single kingdom. For approximatel
hundred years the “fighting ” and the merchant ” ships were i
identi ry longer the distinction between
and usually blurred - the very word Navy ”, indeed, was used to of
both types, the « Navy of England » being, in fact, the collection of
shipping of England2  The term “ Royal Navy ” dates only from 1¢
than three centuries ago. For eight hundred
had no officers exclusively their

'hl illllll b puppow Wik
W (- build his
o ' e wdiseval king did not tl:oub}e to =

{ i """’“"' ‘1“ sipee hie could lire something just as s o

. b ally ,
.w HIW;I‘““I‘ poapiiliedd ix, wnd sinee; in any real emerg‘?nci" s::cet it
'a i ] o Q v .
u m :.i”;:r sl comnmmndesr all o any of their ships to
:

x: il" "'l l L WS ¢ ” |l'll.' hllll!i) |lg ()I Englalld a.n.d
l Jﬁ\'"ll‘ I|Hll|l|' VA% A 3
‘

To such as desirg
, works on these very large subjects, the following books are L
mended : The Naval Side of British Histo

ry, by Geoffrey Callender (Christophers,
and The History of the Merchans Navy, by H. Moyse-Bartlett (Harrap, 1937).
2 England and Scotland remained entirely Separate kingdoms untjl 1603.
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The Ships and Seamen of Britain

' ik slawly oven ow, fo itill the
We must not imagine that there were many of these, nor thi y ¢ I :ﬂlll}“lvl\b'i'“ would: found it he ‘.T‘:“{y
very big. Before Tudor times England’s trade was small, and mal o b o Do A, Asd still the ll.llf‘_ﬂlc_
It was largely the first Tudor, Henry VII, who made himself king {i By onse borween Was _.,"]1 ,.,; B3
began to put her on to the sea, and he did that mainly by precept g A IR0 A I owae only by 18, w .ncu. l ::;
He may be said to have * gone in for trade ” himself, and, bely | il by 1115, o
business man, he made hjs fortune. Then he persuaded his somewly X

’ =G - o~ i h Mot dii hiale.!
subjects to follow in his footsteps, encouraging them by giving a by -
who would build ships of sea-going size. But he did not go |
differentiating war from merchant ships. His own ships were higt SR BEEHREIHG OF TY VRS
ones, as befitted both 2 good merchant and 2 king who wanted t0 L . was at hand—Sail to
example. But they were merchant ships still—the old “ round ship Sl ihlibuthding revolutic ;".“ u. which caused the
It was his son, the much-wedded Henry VI, who began the diff Il ot even these « m:f:c' o anything else
in the early sixteenth century, by building a big fleet of ships designed "1 § ughi that "‘";m i of 'u“.._ distuptive and
his shores from brother monarchs with whom he saw fit to quarre} " ety the introduction ¢
that is, for the first time, and all but exclusively, for war. More imp , i’u

o

an time— Ivenklon of the new slr_»w-lm_nlilig powders,
shi un, ‘ ickness—soon
. p-killin : . W W fee srdinary  thickness—so
d again for the first e—he introduced on board the round sh ' l " dwven iron ;?i ;“ e
| . ys : arel " oo LEnE G i d
effective killing weapon, the first it had ever possessed—the Gre . - Cnly one B

g
Everything followed from this.

illing weapon in its ram, but that ¢

The galley had always possesi
ould be used only at touching

- o may be
B Wl coitietion came ILmkf ali)d fast,;“:tltackymd

N » . . . mstant fight betwee

while the old round ship, which could not even ram without hurting i l — m il o Al oA conse nf]r 1,F hom this i s

as much as it hurt the enemy, had to approach to touching distance i %/ pentrats aid the power to resi

; o ‘complicated offensive mechanism
1t could get down to business, when its crew grappled and boarded, ull 4 woind jial shiigpa miracle of complica hip was not so
what was nothing byt land fight on the ene ’s deck. But now k QIR i wo shell of gteel.  But the merchant ship

l‘Jro:dsid‘:eb tilat :clnid lg.@lt;:::r the enimyoat a disian::];,y“ oﬁ"-ﬁ:ghting g :Jr : % RS vibiw

) ense of sacrificing
| st i it steuggle only at the exp
‘with it modern naval warfare. Moreover, spoilt as a cargo-carrier I

| =5 , for
i 7 ; . ' ) wlf : it has no room over
its cargo decks cluttered up with guns, the new ship could be built on il T 'b sy, il 1o defend iusclf u;d be a manifestly absurd
and 50 become a better sailer and more €asy to manceuvre—great ady J Wi abiliey b0 carry cargoe wo

i = : A . AR refore, to a great extent,
i a fighting ship. The process was slow, but it was certain, and there ¢ rol e mindehasii sliljp on lner, which has, therefore,
in the end that purely English invention, the most

Lmll P iendern waeship can carry only the wherewithal
|

o d
. re possible its size, its speed an
graceful thing whi® o miber Mivis, ihdreasing w'"_‘“;f b OSSEO r the most part, to the
sailed the seas—the broadside sailing-ship of the Jine. [l 14 papatty, wnd leaving its defence,
But thereafter warships and merchant ships did not instantly draw i | j wwnl i and develop along
far from it, For long the Crown continued to follow Henry VITs pg

and warships diverge,

] e : o - , TN m'f il 'm“‘mm[d"l;,l{;:'t":l:f; (I:I so has seen another type .of
using his .shlps, bet\{veen whll.es, for “trade”. Elizabeth was a great 8 " it Bes.  The lase b o : 1t ship and of warship from warship.
:Iﬁ the pcc;hcy of mazun%i }:}cler ;hlps pay :danfc} dtlhe Izner:}halgt, on his mdiil f:o aw. il Hhiare qu; Wi e :I['i: uI: :,L::‘ c;f' ships. The process had dlsta‘;?:

© 800d armament and the better speed of the oyal ship were worth iy ¢ o new Wi o the D : far. Throughout the day
for the seas were still such lawless places that he readily appreciated the “w' badl B Do b0 went “.“Fh'"r f.ls{) nOl‘ee?: ships of either kind was
tage of a few good guns 5 and he was already learning the modern § wind sl G B, the pain difference ct};ﬂ o R
man’s maxim that “ time is money 7, A sieeshwinbinun, if bound for rough or . M

In Cromwell’s day, however, in th , Wi ot facinating story of the wooden sailing:

iling Shi Harrap;
really began, for then the State built 2 fEAR. C. Andceson, The Sallng Ship {
declared purpose was to protect the n

. .
e nud—seventgenth ccntuf'y, speci T — :
navy, for which the nation paid, £ T T T LR
ation’s trade. Once more war

jx
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The Ships and Seaten of Britasy,

built bigger and stouter than, say, 5 Coaster ; while 4 ship of the |
ar more powerf] Weapon of war thap 5 frigate or 2 sloop ;

the same, where modern ships emphatically are not. They look clif
they are different. We often hear, in olden times, of not only a me
but even 2 frigate being mistaken, on a misty day for 5 battleship,
howadays, if he could see at all, would mistake the Queey, Mary for a ¢
destroyer for an aircraft carrjer 3

fine luxury ship which can catry immense numbers of people as swifl
comfortably a5 possible from A ¢o B.”  So the Jiner comes into exig
is developed along straightforward ap4d healthy fines of comperig
1ivals who want to do just the same things, Another says, “ T
to carry oil ; o bananas ; o frozen meat” . and the ship whid
suited 1o each individual requirement emerges without much difficy
€xperience soon shows that the wealthy bassenger will not obtain the
for which he Pays in a frozen-meat ship, nor will it benefit frozey
/ travel in o luxury saloon - and a banan, ship is not idea] for the
' | oil, and vice versa.
But the evolution of warship types is not so simple, It is not only
| ot mainly—a magter of straightforward Competition, ** Germany j,
u battleship with r1-inch 8UDS : we must go ope better and have one wj !
. guns.”  This attitude accounts for part of jt, by notall. Wovyen decp
whole story is the endless clash of Attack ” and « Defence ”

—_—

very complex indeed. We shall not, when we have finished
for nearly all the types to be found in Britain’s modern Navy, but w
least have indicated why so many have come into existence,

\ L. Someone invented the acroplane, That discovery had, originally, |
to do with ships. It was purely a land invention. By then sompeg

I. as yet quite unexhaysted bossibilities,
2. In all ages of ship development there has beep something of , §
' between the rival claimg of « Strength ” and Speed ”, and this strug,

32
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. vatie In ¢ for in giving the © capital * ship sufficient
hs sl her o take her place in the “ line of battle ”, the
330 lul o sacrifice some of her spced The result was, in-
i . lf ampromises, ranging from the *“ Armoured Cruisers
ﬂmlmll " for the line ”, and singularly useful for detached
theough less heavily armoured, but faster ships called,
lieation of their day, “Second” or  Third-Class”
" Cruisers " ; down to the almost unarmoured, but very
" All naval powers interested themselves, of course, in
L cuntiry developments, but Britain more than any, because
H!ﬂlu. and cspcc1a]ly of the ever-increasing importance of
ietlon " function. Britain led the way, particularly,
W ligher cruisers.
Lty a great effort was made to solve the “ strength-
sductig a ship which, while very fast, was yetlarge enough
A wiugh to take its place, if necessary, “in the line” ; or
ﬂ‘b e, catch, and by reason of its heavy shell-fire, to destroy
T. Wi eneniy's cruisers. Hence the Battle Cruiser—another
% It though as large and as well-armed as a Battleship, it
4 puotection was inferior. It is probably obsolescent now,
Sine it did not pay as because the great advance in modern
wililed the constructor to design a well-protected battleship
| 48 (st ax 4 battle cruiser.
Jvented 4 sea-mine, to bump into which was, first, uncom~
. prububly fatal. Something had to be done about it: it
i winl gemoved.  For this work there was a natural analogy
t\m ol which quickly developed the Mine-Sweeper—a type old
L gl ew in war,
it wlse had the unfortunate idea of making his mine move
i\ .ﬁhla I at his foe. Hence the Torpedo, profoundly affecting
it artack ” and “ defence . In “ attack " three distinct

:
lanielied from an existing type of ship—battleship or cruiser
Wa,
Qg and relatively slow vessels were obviously not ideal for
I siol occurred to somebody that quite a small craft, in no
Il 18 uarey in strength, might be used as a torpedo-launcher
wilinge s very, smallness (and its accompanying speed) to
w 1 ) gli  Yictim. Many such pawns, after all, would be
il '¢ou d they but take a single aueen. Hence the

MIRMALA COLLEGE
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peotitle torpedocs, p.ack. .ta'ctzlcs, an
e perfecting of mvmbzhty)_on th.e Germtin
B, echoing, and directional radio devices on the

The Ships and Seamen of Britain

But this pest must at all costs be eradicated by the other side. :
little that the battleship itself could do beyond importing cumbrous to ! e, ¥
“blisters ”, and double sides. The only real answer was to produce @ Is that, at the moment, and at grievous cost,
larger, slightly faster ship which could hunt the hunter and destroy i ' ...I Wi o .:"' " “,'mc again.
the Destroyer, which, having come, came to stay, since it soon prov e T : ';:.:' .-lhcy u;ually are—that the best form of
kind of maid-of-all-work o the Fleer, performing many functions ; ¥ “rl‘l‘ill:t: "'"“ subimarioe devices were, during both wars,
i | Wik Gterattack.  But counter-offensive may, on

that for which it had been invented.

() But there remained to be developed a vet subtler form of attaf " |, at fhist, the method of using such forces as were
torpedo-boat relied on jts relative elusiveness—the difficulty, for ing s v '::'.im ” ri;.-inn. In the first half of the first war, 1.:he
spotting it on a dark night from the enemy’s deck. Why not 80 a sig L “l"["; st wis divided into areas, and the anti—submarl‘ne
and make it 5o elusive as to be positively invisible ? Instead of buil 24 ; " to locate and destroy the pests. The prin-
had been done, very low.in the water, why not sink it right under ? ! o Ll ‘:_ : ‘::n:ltfm:_‘:ufsl |:_ »;;ntc ey I the submarines can be
course, the most deadly torpedo-launcher of them all—the Submarine, it Lv IS it Letier © the object is achieved by
so deadly was it that it bade fair to be 2 war- JERSRRRER, §0 mbich

e o e s setdinds. Bt in practice, patrolling proved a faﬂ‘fre
o vone discovered, in the nick of time, that, though it could escap : Bl n'ul tl the submarines in the wide sea-spaces which

of mal?, it could not a]t?gether baffle the ear of science, 4 T I wie simply leading up to the U-boat’s highest
This lethal weapon, it must be observed, though partly a British i1

- " ik N e teal he hunted, and its detective
Was not mainly developed by Britain, for she had no great use f SR Tl '[ T :“11:::11:;11 g ];ut the U—P:oats could find the
Was more dangerous to her than to anyone else, and that for two main 3 L. L “'"":I":::::;"l: :hcy w.c.:;e éver to make or leave port, to
c ~ am e s q 5 5 e ki L1 b
First, on the surface of the sea, Britain had but little to fear, being in | g

Sl sntiies andd exits.  Thus, while pure CZMt’?ﬁofjsliZi
. | m‘ﬁllnm shilp was not being adequately defended? - e than
§ o s 4 smewhiat belatedly, when the first war was moruected
e i *‘ b iplo of convoey.  If the I¥1erchant shlllxi)s were cz-ed ey
o ﬂ“ﬂ fogilin I station, and smtal')le wars! gS, pré?;ﬂtéd to
7 e Woie soniting them, then, if the iy :)ljt " hbour-
il i ‘l“r i o o under the eye, or at leaS.t = -S}f-nﬂfon est
¢ 1 i T— I et kmg it would have.to relmqm its s I' g‘ 1
i r. . Ll 1 would hinve 1o give away its whereabouts. lnstc'a
» | WI-I W aine o the submar.ine, 'it was oW ﬂlcﬂ:::’;zrt::;
1 ' e o the destroyer. Ttisa hti::urrf:vnilfit g h:;.d
Britain }ad to find the counter-weapon, and—just in time—she fif _ W b o ':w .r":::_I;;]:;;:;E;I;r:gai;tinvois ever since the days
It was an endless and intricate series of anti~submarine devices and anti-gy o AW o an 'm ;: . _|; War (1652~4), to protect them against the
flotillas, of which the end is perhaps not even yet : for the U-boat '_R ik il th Firo ': : "”_ oarand privateers.  Still, once more
tevived in added fury in 1939, Germany and Britain striving day in, diit ] sl Rk of sur o {lm\: - {xrcvbably the convoy system more than
for months and years on end, in the old cold-blooded contest of AttackSNNE SRS S W fih fn Tm‘l ‘I t l | l.|,',.. IU,[)oat menace in 1917.
*“ Counter-attack “—hordes of mass~produced submarines rolled out | e s B e y ';\;\'l&_‘ln was fortunately employed from
one, and swarms of “anti * crafy of all shapes and sizes evolved by tlie : BN Hie convoy syst

M : improved.
W W st et of the escort were now greatly imp

strength there to any of her probable enemies : but the under-sea |
clearly a potential superiority-neutraliser, unless it could be counterl
again, we used the sea more than our foe : we presented more targers,
when Germany turned the weapon on our merchant ships, were mud
vulnerable targets ; and more important targets, for Germany in 1914
not only more self<sufficing than England, but also could obtain overlan
of the products which she did not herself possess. 'We were in the uufy '
position of relying more and more upon sea-borne supplies which coul i
be carried in cargo-boats unprotected (and, by hypothesis, unprotectal

armour.  For all our surface strength, the U-boat came within an ace of |
us in 1917,

i Y menace was not destined to be quite
T Most of the eatly submarine experiments were made by the Americany e o “"’".h the U In_m 3 nbu.e but for several new factors
French, but the development of the Hydroplane—key to the vessel’s modern L wﬂmhly. wonld it have been
——Wwas mainly the work of the Englishman J. P. Holland., -
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which emerged. The first was, of course, the Allicd collapse on the §
of Europe, which opened up for Germany a vastly extended coa

upon, and steal out from, any point of the long stretch from the Arci
to the Pyrenees. Even the formidable array of anti-submarine
Britain possessed would have been totally inadequate to keep any sort
over those thousands of miles. Next, the German submarine was |
out of all knowledge in reliability, speed, and range. It could noy
much farther afield, and could attack almost anywhere in the Atlan
This meant that Britajn must increase enormously the length of her
convoy routes—if she could find the ships to do it. Nor was she $O ¥
strategically for such work, since in the period between the two wa
lost those all-important Southern Ireland bases upon which the eastef]
her anti-submarine activities had been hinged—for Eire remained ney
only part of the British Empire which decided to do so, And, lastly,
of the long-range aeroplane gave to the U-boat just the one organ i
by nature, it was weak. ‘The submarine js short-sighted, because the
longest periscope cannot be far above the surface of the sea, But thy
Wulf Condor gave it a pair of keen far-seeing eyes. The U-boat no Iy
to expose itself looking for the convoy : it knew exactly where it wayg
was still well under the horizon,
In defending herself, her merchant ships and her vita] supply lines,
had to evolve a great variety of types, many new and mostly small
sloops, corvettes, and special auxiliary aircraft carriers (known collog !
“ Woolworth carriers ”}—for more distant oceanic escort work ; and

[ tinmph

upon them from the ajr ; and they had to be armed accordingly, to cond
harassing new three-dimensional war. The merchant ships themselye
also armed, but mainly to discourage air attack : without conceding tod
as cargo-carriers they could not hope, themselves, to repel surface and
water attacks.  For that they had to rely upon their escorts. But they |
Successes against both aircraft and submarines, even sometimes carryk

Condors and U-boas, though they always had to face the certainty of
into the sea at the end of thejr flight ; the ships provided for no retur) b kit Subimarin
planes, though the airmen were frequently rescued.
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_. 4 the wully of the lietle ships, the queer ships, per-
1 thire is water there is almost always a use
L will floue.  So did ships—odd-looking ships—
. Uperating on the Western Front, miles from
! o their native element, waddle ashore in
4 whien tvasion threatened, did scores of *“ mosquito

i b ow il bohin of the island, even on many of the artificial
w 1 thie greater towns, Had a squadron of enemy
m-hlu ol any British inland water, it is likely that its
1 sne of these humbler units of the Total British
S0 Ay 1t amured, would have been out of all proportion

Wt ki defensive won in the end, in both wars, but ata
10 e Bedtish Empire lost nearly eight million tons of
I e weond world war over eleven and a third million
| pelie of victory.
g upent the submarine and the deadly conflict that
\ | i Lt there lay the crux of the whole naval war ; nay,
Jow ot unly o battle which Britain had to win if she were
Wil ol Bediabn shares with it that distinction. It was also
widbis, the grimmest, and the longest struggle of them all.
wink docided in a matter of days ; the Battle of Britain
% anid ko did that of Stalingrad ; the great and decisive
W W nonds,  Bat the Battle of the Atlantic lasted, with
S e bireaks, just five years, eight months and five days.

UL i CONVERGING OF FUNCTIONS

W, have these twentieth-century experiences made
§ ol Welgly ships?  Surely this. Though the warship has
Wi the merchane ship in build, it would be manifestly
b iverged in function—that it will do all the fighting
it thioes all the trading. In peace, it is true, the warship’s
suerchiant ship, but in war this is not nearly the whole
% 1t whie ic was : it is fotal, and all must fight.

ik 14w general sense, because in total war all trade uncon-~
btatad, and what is left of trade becomes what we now
ol course, an integral part of war : indeed, by universal
4 silthna of modern war.  Yet few modern states are
Writain. Moreover to her—an island—all supply
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lines are sea lines and » cutting of them spells death. Thus in Britain al
activities in war time become frontline activities—become war.,

shipping strength of the community, distinguished erstwhile under )
“war” and “ trade ”, is now dragged instantly into the vortex
there until the last shot is fired, the last torpedo launched, the lagt bomily
But is this really new ? In detail, perhaps it is :
modern blending of functions—the division of the m

war and trade—might surprise the Victorian seam

looked as though the differentia

seaman of no other era,
before he shattered Napole
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' the privileged order of landowners whose feudal service to the Crown, in retutil Bed on in the fighting ships after the emergency was over, and made a career

tor the land they held of it, was military scrvice. They were its natural ““ Figlts % of it ; in others the Fighting Officer who did the same thing.r The R.N.

ing Leaders ”, upon whatever element the fighting might take place. By virtulf Ming’s ancestry, however, was the old seaman hand. Gradually, as he began

of being * King’s men ” they took command of the ship, now a temporary shig fhave more practice, he learnt to fight the ship as well as to sail it.

of war : but they were in no sense seamen, and knew it ; would, in fact, Iy § Who, then, upheld England’s naval interests before these “ specialists ”’

insulted, in all probability, were they accused of knowing anything about s fe—for we certainly had naval interests long before Cromwell’s time ?

humble a “mystery”. So they confined themselves exclusively to the e answer is very simple, though often overlooked. When the Government

*“fighting ” side, and did not interfere at all with the * scamanship . The men §the day had need of naval personnel, yet had none permanently there to ‘

whom they led on board, however, were of no great social account, being as 4 hw upon, it simply had to fall back upon its  natural reserves »? which always

rule the folk drawn from plough and anvil on their officer’s land, performiny W there—that is, what we should now call its R.NLR., its RN.V.R,, and its .
! their service afloat both as part of the service which their lord owed to the 10. Ratings. These particular names of course are modern, but the groups

| King and as part of the service which they owed to their lord. They were nol, $y stand for are far from new. They were all there always, ever since England n

1 | of course, soldiers in the modern sense, nor even by profession *fighters " Wan to have maritime and naval interests. Let us examine each briefly. :
J They were the “ ordinary men ™ of their day, and their sojourn on board, § The R.N.R. man is—and always was—the professional merchant scaman
| like that of their officers, was quite ephemeral. fisherman who responds to the Crown’s call for aid in emergency, and, while v

Now these four groups—fighting officers, fighting men, seamen officers, fnaining basically of the seaman’s profession, comes forward for the duration
and seamen “ hands “—are interesting people when we come to understand fthe trouble to fight on the sea as well as to sail on it. That is exactly what

who they were. For they are the ancestors of all those Britons of our own day | Master of the mediaeval ship described above was doing, and it is exactly &
| who go down to the sea in ships, whether in peace or in war. There is 10 flac the R.N.R. officer of 1039-45 did. To take but one example, if we 1
| category in that vast and heterogeneous “ personnel ” which defeated Germany $mine the career of a man like Francis Drake we shall find that he was doing r
! so decisively in the twentieth-century wars which cannot trace its ancestry direct ¢ that. He was bred to the sea, but not as a fighter. He was basically a
d | | to one or more of these four. rchant seaman. In his case, it is true, he * switched over ” to fighting ships _
How can we subdivide this modern personnel ?  Most simply, perhaps, into $often and with such success that he became, long ere his death, a magnificent LT
four big groupings, known today as “ Royal Navy ” (R.N.), “ Royal Naval Witing seaman. But history in no way warrants our calling him a Royal
I Reserve ” (R.NLR.), “Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve” (R.N.V.R.), and Hyal Officer, in the modern sense—a professional servant of the Crown, serving
* Hostilities Only ” (H.O.). liis time in the Crown’s fighting ships. He spent his life oscillating between a LS
} The latest of them in time is, oddly enough at first sight, the first named. feaman’s ” and a ** fighter’s ” carcer, and he adorned many professions other
‘ 1l The Royal Navy man, whether officer or rating, differs from the others, of i that of Naval Officer, and for very much longer periods. The whole ]
| ol in bei‘ng el WhOI?"tiI?e specialist, making a career out of the naval pro- Wwkins clan was like him, as were Martin Frobisher, Cross, the Fenner brothers,
‘ J | fessmn.. He is oue result of the specialisation, in build and in use, of warships, J many other Elizabethan sea-dogs. They are not, of course, the prototypes ;
| I And this fact will serve to give a clue as to when to begin looking for him. He | lihe R.N.R. They are just fairly early and very well-known examples of the ¥
| could not very well emerge until there was a permanent and state-owned collec- fhed : types of one of Britain’s * natural reserves .  They descend direct from .
. tion of ships for him to run : and that only came into existence, as we have seen, @ old scaman officers, and are in their turn the forebears of the R.IN.R. y
i in the middle of the seventeenth century under the hand of the Protector Cron § Mext comes the R.N.V.R. Officer. He is—and always has been—a man
1 well. But once the state-owned Navy is established, it will not be long before i was, professionally, not a scaman, though often an enthusiastic amateur of %

the professional seaman fighter appears to serve it. And so it is that the manship. In the earlier days his basic profession was that fighting-land-
R.N. Officer begins his somewhat slow emergence from the time of Charles " ing one, described above, which had always furnished the Crown, in emer-
II—say, the 1670’s. But, for various reasons, of which perhaps the chief is ey, with a reserve of fighting leadership. He was, indeed, usually called a
economy, the R.N. Rating lags far behind, and only emerges at length in the $kentleman Volunteer ” or, quaintly enough, a “ Voluntary Gentleman ™ :

middle of the last century. The R.N. Officer’s ancestors are sometimes one, &, The curious story of this unique—and typically English—development is told

| | sometimes another of our original four : in some cases the Seaman Officer who Eihe present writer in his England’s Sea Officers (Allen & Unwin, 1939).
| ‘ 40 Al
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which really described him very well—a “ gentleman” (ie., in Tudor i
one of the land-owning class) who “ volunteered ” to serve the Crown, i
porarily, afloat. In later times, as the feudal world which produced him g
place to the more modern world which we know, he ceased to be necesil
cither of the fighting or the land-owning professions : he might, indeed,
of almost any profession except that of seaman. But he is—and always has
—a man not basically a seaman who responds to the Crown’s call for and

emergency, and, while remaining a non-seaman, comes forward for the duriily

of the trouble to help to fight in ships and, incidentally, to learn to sail i

British Seamen

. THE ROYAL NAVY AND ITS RESERVES

The immediate effect of the R.N. Officer’s arrival in the latter half of the
teenth century was to lessen greatly the part played in the Navy by the
R. and the R.N.V.R. elements, in s0 far as officers were concerned. Asa

sfessional whole-timer he was more experienced than the others, and so
ed to be more efficient ; so he was, naturally, given the most responsible

the jobs that were going : and he still is. Drake and Grenville could com~

.d fleets in Elizabeth’s reign because there were no R.N. officers to compete

That is exactly what the R.N.V.R. Officer of today is doing, and it is cxsMs 1., Men with their qualifications, however, have not commanded
what such great Elizabethan figures as Grenville, Raleigh, Cumberland, W ¢ carly in the eighteenth century because there have always, since then,

Thomas Howard did. None of these men was scaman born and bred, thig

all learnt something of the “ craft” before they had done. But also nafif
them was anything like 2 modern R.N. Officer, for all came and went, spend
far more of their working lives outside the Queen’s naval service than inside

They too, of course, are not the profotypes of the RIN.V.R.. They are just sl
and very well-known examples of tl}e brged: types of 'ano'ther of Britaf  forcibly and unfairly, into whe
They descend direct from the old Fighting Officers; ui

* patural reserves ”.
are in their turn the forebears of the RN.V.R. -

The last of these * natural reserves ” is the ““ Hostilities Only ” man.
was whom we called just now the  Ordinary Man ” ; he was basically neith

soldier nor sailor, though we chanced to meet him when he was serving i i§
former capacity. The real point about him is that, though by no means alwig
there, he always turns up when he is required—sometimes of his own free Wi

no doubt, but normally because he has to. The feudal *“ man ™ of the I
owning captain in the mediaeval ship which we examined was seldom ashs
we suspect, whether he wanted to serve or not.  But there was an emerge
on: so he came with, no doubt, the best grace he could, but very satisfied,
a rule, to return when all was over to his plough or his anvil. But, save i
the fact that in our day the range of his basic jobs is far wider than plough
anvil, the Hostilities Only is evidently that selfsame man, brought on board i
the same fimdamental reason, and apt to revert at the end of the war '
original avocation. Nor, in our own day, is he “asked” to come : rd
he is “ directed ”, though he may often  opt ” as between Service and Servi

He is in fact and always was—the nation’s * ultimate reserve . For the nil

bers in which he appears afloat depend upon the degree of the emergeil
Often, for long periods on end, the fighting’ Navy can be manned adequald

from its other reserves without calling for his services. But when the big el
gency of Total War comes—as, for instance, it has come twice in this centuty
then his numbers rise exactly in proportion to the total work to be done, i
begin to become astronomical.
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Nelsons, Jellicoes, and Cunninghams trained from their boyhood for that

y task. Moreover, in all lesser wars, the new professionals have been
merous enough, as a rule, to do all the officering. But up till 1853, though
officers were R.N., the men remained R.N.R., or sometimes H.O., the
it majority being a kind of mixture—scaman by profession but * directed (&
Navy “ for the duration ”. In 1853, how-
r, the men too became R.IN., surprisingly lawe in the day. It is often for-

tten that the Empire was won for Britain by those dual-purpose men who

] « D . Lo
e merchant searaen i peace and men-o’-warmen in war : 1t 15 as well to

all, for instance, that something like three-quarters of the Victory's crew on

it famous day of Trafalgar were, basically, merchant seamen. What at last
wwed her the luxury of “ Long-Service Men » was Britain’s greatly increased

kalth, combined with that growth of specialisation which was already turning

¢ Able Seaman into a highly skilled artisan’ who needed years of training.
In 1853, then, it must have looked to an outsider as though the personnel

fthe Royal Navy, like its matdriel, was about to break away entirely from that

the Merchant Navy. But it did not do so, because far-sighted statesmen
esaw a grave danger. What would happen, they asked, in a major war ift
L RUN. could no longer draw, as it always had done, upon the whole pool ot
nation’s seamen ? In a small emergency, when a mild naval expansion
s necessary, the new Long-Service scheme could meet it from its own Fleet
bserve, composed of ex-Long-Service men retired on pension—admirable m
ality and experience : and this it still does. But they would not do for a big
tergency, for they were not great enough in guantity, and were, by the very
ture of the case, © not so young as they had been . Nor could the requisite
imbers be obtained any longer by the old crude process of dragging in—
ipressing “—merchant seamen, since the new Naval Rating was already
kcoming too skilled a man to be created at a moment’s notice.
The answer was a very wise one. It was the modern R.NLR., in which
Wlunteers from the old “pool”, while still remaining, basically, merchant
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scamen, could receive in peace time a part at least of the fighting training wh
war on a big scale would necessitate. And the scheme was so pronounisl
success that when the threat of a great naval war with Germany was beginiil
to loom up, the principle was extended to cover that portion of the commii
which we have called the R.N.V.R.

This body, as it emerged in 1903, was not, however, what it has since becon
All its members were, professionally, non-seamen, but a large proportiofi '
them were sea-amateurs in a wide sense. They might be great city mag
who raced at Cowes, or near-millionaires with luxury steam yachts ; or sl
business or professional men who loved sailing for its own sake ; or mechanigal
minded people of any sort who loved tinkering with motor-boat engii
or even humbler folk still who just enjoyed pottering about in a boat dutl
their holidays. But they had a common factor, and it was love of the wul
There were not very many of these at first : not, that is, compared with
Navy men and the Naval Reservists. But from the first they were good still
and especially suited to one particular duty soon to come their way-—the han
of small craft.

Now let us make no mistake about one thing. The text-books will off
tell us—and they are right in the letter—that the R.NLR. was founded in 1§
and the RIN.V.R. in 1903. This statement may satisfy the man who it
stickler for names, but it ignores the reality which lies behind. The truth is
otherwise = these foundations do not start the story of our naval reserves : fl
are, in spirit, the beginnings of its latest chapter. The bulk of the story lies i
back in Britain’s naval past.

At the turn of the century, then, when the British Navy, blissfully uncos
scious, was already hovering on the brink of Total War, her naval personii
situation was this : The Royal Navy loomed very large. Its officers and mi
formed the hard core of the whole Service, and were always maintained at {
highest pitch of training and preparedness. During the whole period since 14}

they had conducted practically the whole of the Navy’s work, including,
course, all high executive commands, and all staff appointments.  But—just
case—there existed a respectable body of expert sailors from the Merc
Service who for a few weeks in every year trained with the Fleet and leas
something of the fighting equipment in the warships of the day ; and, 2

1903, there was also a still smaller reserve of enthusiastic amateurs who did ¢
same.

Then—in 1914—came Total War, and the necessity for that sudden gro
expansion which, mercifully, was not quite unforeseen. Instantly it becansl!
obvious that the whole strength of the maritime * Reserves ”” would have to l
thrown in to reinforce the Royal Navy in such a struggle. But very soai
became equally clear that even this would not be enough. The personnel of |
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irchant Navy was numerically strong, as ever, but it could not be called upon
furnish an unlimited stream of men, via the RIN.R., to the R.N. itself.
! Britain’s Trade must not only continue to function to the full ; it must also,
ing that * Trade ” now spelt “ Supply ” as well, expand enormously. Few
iny Merchant Service men could be spared, therefore, beyond those already
ily trained in fighting by virtue of their R.N.R. experience. Nor did it
m that the Sea-Amateur category could furnish many more. Yet more
ist be raised ; and whence were they to come ?

There was only one answer to that question, and it was far from being a
wone. The Ultimate Reserve must be brought in again—our old friend, the
dinary Man. He was little heard of afloat in ordinary times, yet he had
says been in the habit of turning up unobtrusively in a crisis. He had appeared
the seventeenth century when the great Dutch Wars were on, and disappeared
Ir’m afterwards. He had been brought in to the Fleet—usually illegally and
shockingly bad, unfair, and uncconomic methods—during the Seven Years’
i+ and the War of American Independence. In the Revolutionary and
jpoleonic Wars—which, let us recall, older generations than ours were brought
)':0 call © the Great War "—all the marnitme reserves had dried up, and be

¢ along again, in some, though not yet in great, numbers. Nor did
}thority manage things well, for it failed, on the whole, to obtain the right
Croun copyrizi i of Ordinary Man, drawing in poor specimens by means of fantastic
Destroyer Men jounties ” used as bribes, and by obtaining as “ Quota Men ”? and “ My Lord
fyor’s Men " the ne’er-do-wells of the country and the dregs of the towns.
¢ such people were the Ultimate Reserves of their day, neither professional
imen nor sea lovers, brought on board  for the duration” in order to fill 2
iperate necd, and thrown out after it was over.  Such men furnished about
‘f last quarter of the Videry's complement at Trafalgar. But thereafter a
tury was to clapse before they were required again.
This time the problem was tackled infinitely more wisely. The old methods
Press, Quota, and Bounty would evidently not do in democratic Britain,
| no one dreamed of trying them.
In 3914 it was left purely to their patriotism ; and that faith in them did not
\ve vain. Volunteering had been the one and only principle of recruitment,
h in Army and Navy, for the last eighty years, and the First World War’s
ruitment began on that principle. But as the vast size of it was gradually
caled to a still groping world, the principle of Conscription was introduced
5 the land-service in the middle of it. The Military Setrvice Acts of 1916 and
8 did not include the Navy, but in practice they limited volunteering in its
rest sense even there, since the only way thereafter in which a man of military
could avoid being conscripted into the Army was by joining the Navy. It
1ot possible now to gauge how many naval entrants were constrained by this
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direct f ) " .
f}i 5‘1:1 lorm of comf{pglsmn. But.t_h? nu.mbef,s o have been great, '1'y to be hit hardest—the Royal Navy Officer who had decided to make that
ﬁrizvcgrfta?;ffzrzl of “R.N. Hoi't’hneialonlyal, then introduced for the filice his whole-time profession. When the war ended and the inevitable
- (;00 e :’8 71,000 SEL CHER) = Lo .complemeflt, of all "-"“!"I" fraction began, the artificially swollen R.N. lists had to be reduced severely,
dire’ " N gcr Ceéllfl 1 s is the maximum possible figure of * lihe “ Geddes Axe ” cut deep into it, spoiling many a cherished career. This
g HCO(;O’Pvacr}llIc))tZi;laérll &wo only be t;le EOJERCUpPRISeR o figure had | 5 painful operation, carefully and humanely performed though it was ;
: t‘ d h] i ]'?nuary 1916 done 50 to avoid military service, | gybsequent experience has shown that it was not necessary. The best
écana;rlc(;::rw elming majority of them would have volunteered for the Naium, it was found, to take the shock of a great war-expansion followed

P ; ) lan almost equally great peace-contraction, was not the R.N., but the

A few figures, reduced to percentage form, will show four things clear ly“ VR

ﬁ?t’ th.e overwhc]mmg‘ reliance platced e t.he Royal Navy at the outhrefi ‘many ways the potentialities of the Volunteer Reservist was the great
of war ; se'c01.1d, the still very considerable reliance placed upon it at the endpsonnel ” discovery of the First World War.  For, with the coming of
third, the limited (numerical) use that was made (and could be made) of thya¢s and U-boat hunting, of mine-laying and mine-lifing, of M.L.s and

R.N.R.; and, last, the limited use made of the RN.-V.R. : {.B.s, the Little Ship came into its own : and the volunteer was, by nature
“W' Nov. 1018 ‘ ' upbringing, a li.ttlc—s!l‘ip man. 'I‘hc sailing. thv_; tinkering and the pottering

Iihc loved had given him just the right sea-touch or water-sense for the new

RN. . . ; ! 90.5 o in hand, and he took to it—if a metaphor may be allowed which is as accurate

HO. . : S ! 18.0 t is banal—like a duck to the warer. Before the first ‘war was over his

iﬁ%R ‘ i (S, E -‘5’ 1bers had swollen i‘rnm‘ 2,345 i l\n;,_‘\.u_'»l 1914 10 _;0.2.?8 ii_'l I_\ém"gmbcr 1918.

Colonial Reserve . |  Nil gy .| But on the outbreak of the Second World War, Authority decided upon a

| | v procedure for the finding of officers.  Smce it wished to avoid the 1914-18

The RN peresings ke Rl M Uships inflicted upon the R.N., it decided not to expand that force appreciably
NN, entage 1 1cdes R.ovs Marines at1 . o o o . o
T i F]eit R, r“' t] wllll o c 1'”) o Ly "i T;‘b““‘d OT]CC“ allhe start, in order not to have to contract it at the finish. And as it could still
b eservists, all of whom were, or had been, regular R ; 3
personnel. The “ H.O.s 7, though not regular R N, ersonnel v:zereg nominal B e t.hxough & RNR’ ff)r e sl e L
such. The RNR. & '+ inclode its © T l. - PErSonnel, Were NOmIalk of two courses remained open to it. It might utilise the other  natural
‘fmn; e fih r m n. fg;:t.es Quciug® its “ Trawler Section ”, recruited matrye ”, already to hand, and already well-proven in battle—the R.N.V.R.—
ermen o ; . :
These fiouzes reveal tntandlm ] dher § ' t might create a completely new war-time officer reserve, to correspond,
e g o offic ru’1 ooé & 11:\Tm amihw{; mlportan; respect, this time maitkno officers, to the new * Hostilites Only ™ category among the men. But
—~tim ering o ; ol 1 ; e i, )
A § ¢ tle ﬁ:‘f}" he SN Inau s i ﬂ:set for Tolk did the latter, it would be classing the officers, who were Volunteers, with
entered! a8 110{ NSCE)IZI,er:ﬂi? (l§ o ;‘ bup eavalll. A conscripted rating must §men who were conscripts.  So the first aliernative was adopted, and it was
.N. (Hos ann allad b . . .
“Reserve ”. havin beenbes hty 'el(;al'lse e c (1)1t very well be calledfded that almost all the war-time officer-expansion should be achieved by
roughts ; ™ R !
as 2 “ Vol u,xt - = But g Etra1g tlnb,lnor (;: EDiCVELY, aptly be descr_:lw immense cnlargement of the RINCV.R. It was evidently the best way to
hea p il R i escribed, for no OH_F‘CCI 5, bit, since an R.N.V.R. commission could be—and was—given to the new
t eshry, a Conscript, seeing that he need not become one unless he desires. Yler on the understanding that (as ever) it applied to  the duration ” only
in the 1914-18 war the 2 iti 0 N . ;
i i i9nt4 the R, leN uthorities intcred e t}'em.endous number of offid might, of course, want to stay on afterwards, and facilities might be found
;hc;nff iy ulg rce)v (:yi tavy, cveR 1§ugh 'en(;hszgmg that a great numbet §him to doso. But there was no promise of such retention inferable from his
e to 5 al .. . ) .
fu B Pbut e empboraryil . om:hm eed were given only temporalymission, and he could not claim hardship were he not retained. Moreover,
D kY > 1 YA ol DI Serv1ce.: by the regular Cha“f"'i“ most cases, no doubt, he did not want to be retained—a characteristic of
ar'tmou and the Public Schools for instance. This was done because it Wiynteers at all periods of their story
;{ak;ii ﬂl;;th:_ gr:i::t cl:pIiInéoli couldl not (as t‘ilvz h;ve seen) come through tyer one aspect of the old R.N.V.R. officer was lost as a result of this new
N.R. ia the R.N.V.R. ! ‘
o ’ e , so long as that body was confined to Seficy. It was evident that the supply of true Sea-Amateurs would run out
curs. But the result was hard upon that class of person who was mdg before expansion was complete. And this happened. It would be quite
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unrealistic to pretend that every man who donned the w
R.N.V.R. in the Second World War was of the old se
fraternity. Many were not.

But—here, at first sight, is the strange thing—it did not scem to 1
great deal of difference ! It was to be expected, of course, that the Sca-Am
section of the new and enlarged R.N.V.R.. would pull its weight ”, beos
it had already done so in the last war. But why should the others, who |
spent their leisure hours, for aught one knew, on the golf-links or tennis-cou
or shooting, or watching football matches ? Why did they, too, take to
water like ducks and, after the briefest of training, show themselves the equ
or near it, of the old hands ? There scems to be only one answer : they,
must have had “ the sea in their blood ”, though it is quite possible that they
not know it themselves.

Then, too, coming from the same source, were the pilots and the obsery
of the Flect Air Arm ; a comparatively new force—it was only initiated

a-lover, watern)

1938—yet one which the trend of the times swelled to immense Proportionssd
the Air and the Aircraft Carrier assumed an ever more important place in nalre in truth was the chance for a wise d
through the R.N.V.[’force ; and Toral War,

warfare. Here, too, nearly all the expansion was effected
and here, too, the policy was crowned with conspicuous success.

Although full statistics are not yet available,
serve to show the extent to which this new sys
pushed. Towards the close of the European W
missioned, executive officers, some 14 were
Navy, about 12 were from the Royal Naval R,
three-quarters of the whole—were Royal Naval Volunteer Reservists.

But the great mass of those who manned Britain’s infinite variety of fighti
ships during the late war were the “ H.O.s”. There was conscription from
first this time, so that it is no longer possible to think in terms of volunte
non-volunteers : for conscription, though in a vast majority of cases
not imply “* coercion " but
teering.  Moreover, from the outbreak of war, all new ratings were entered)
H.O.s, even if it was the expressed intention of some of them—as it was-
make the Navy their career. So, as a group, they are hard to analyse :
some, but for the war, would have been Long-Service ratings from the fif
others R.N. Reservists, and others R.N.V. Reservists. But they were
numerous, running as they did into hundreds of thousands, that it is safe
assume that the majority of them—the very great majority—was drawn (rd
none of these seafaring and sea-loving classes. They were mostly, without a
doubt, our old friends the Ordinary Men, turning up as usual in the emerger
to give that good account of themselves which any real student of naval hist
knew they would give. They were men who have never yet let Britain do
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avy stripes of Jhe Ultimate Reserve. They were the men who came to do their share from

some very rough figures W gran
tem of procuring officers Wners’ approval) will simply c

British Seamen

plough and from the anvil, but also from the factory, the shop, the office,

] the garage, which have nowadays somewhat displaced those older occupa-
.IL*;S.

At must have had the sea somewhere in their blood. There is no other theory

And, like the new kind of R.IN.V.R.. who so largely officered them, they

ich can explain the secret of their inborn efficiency.

So much for the Ordinary Man. But still there was room—nay, a pressing
d-~for more. What then ? Were Britain’s sea reserves exhausted at last ?
course not ; for in that island, as elsewhere in the wide world, the Ordinary
n had his natural counterpart—the Ordinary Woman.

Some kinds of work, even in these emancipated days, are not designed by

{

re for woman ; but a surprisingly large number of vital duties, in peace
ertaken as a matter of course by men, can be performed at least as well by the
called) weaker sex. Indeed, the number and diversity of such duties was
inly not fully realised until the experiment was tried.  And each job, thus
» spares a man for one of the tasks to which he is more suited by nature.
ivision of labour, for a true economy
winch knows no 'Fimits, demanded that the chance
aken. Instantly thousands of hands stretched forth to grasp it—harids which
dparents would have labelled “ fair ”, but which we (secure in their
all “ capable ”.  The First World War produced
Woman’s Royal Naval Service, universally named, by a lucky accident
nitials or a superb stroke of genius, after those neat, efficient, and most lovable

eserve, and some 74—ncilbirds, the Wrens.

Their success was instantancous, and their indispensability so generally

ognised that they began the Second World War where they left off the first,

rose in numbers, and in indispensability, to new and undreamed-of heights.

Crs dhce more, ‘where conscription is concerned—it covered women as well as

rofitless to think in terms of pure volunteering.  But the Sea Service

6 3 2 1 4 - o - — o .
direction *, is yet not the same as the old volibyed so attractive to the girls of Britain—and will that surprise us now ?—

t the applications to join the W.R.N.S. always outnumbered the vacancies.

ere were, to the last, enough and to spare : this reserve never ran dry. EBven

lists for service overseas, for long purely voluntary, were always over-

iscribed.

No wise man would try to assess the value of the Women’s Royal Naval

rvice by any known standard of measurement., Let it suffice to say that

re were, first and last, some scores of thousands of Wrens performing an
azing variety of essential jobs with the skill, courage, endurance, and cheer-
ess which—-well, which every careful student of British maritime history
uld expect from the women-folk of a people so peculiarly qualified to

Yollow the sea”. Evidently the sea does not confine itself to the veins of

D
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British men. But neither does Total War take its victimns only from the Stean up and doing ; the really brave man is the one who can carry on just as
the Fair must pay—have p:ml—tl.unr toll as well. i~ 12l when he knows that something exceedingly unpleasant may happen at
We can now see, perhaps, into the heart of Britain's modertt mailly moment. There is one little English monosyllable which may be vulgar,
system. In peace the whoﬁ|€-tlmc professionals run her Navy ';‘,\f_ themselvg it describes to perfection that particular quality which at length brought
save for a sprinkling of seafarers and sea lovers who come aboard from time kory and repose to the British Merchant Seaman—" guts”. In the First
it learn the rudiments of the game. When war comes, th? whole-tindorld Woar, the negative ambitions of some 15,000 of them were not fulfilled—
continue to be the framework of the greatly enlarged Navy, solidly backed By died : ¢hat was the price they paid for carrying on. In the Second World
thc.e seafarers and the sca lovers, alrfaady far.advanccd in their training ¢ and L more than twice as many footed the bill of victory.
this nucleus, already strong both in experience and numbers, are now addl ywhen we hear, or see pictures, of great convoys of merchant ships steaming

innumerable ordinary folk of both sexes, mostly young and all keen (for 1 formation, we are sometimes tempted to think of the Merchant Navy as

113 2 . -
of thc%n, even now, have “opted ” for the Sea S?rv1ce). Nume‘rlcally th&ch more of an organised, homogeneous, and professional service than it
outweigh all the rest put together : but as to the relative values of their respecti lly is. Tt is far from it. lts masters, its mates, and its men are born indivi-
- . o« = - . o " S > )

contributions it is not the way of the Silent Service to institute ungenerous il lists. and are not naturally at home in such manceuvres. They would
- . . - . . > °
invidious comparisons. Yet every sall_or from Admiral of the Fleet to H ch prefer, other things being equal, to be off on their own and take their
knows the true answer—the absence of any one of these groups would be i, e Tn the First World W ar, indeed, many a master went so far as to
to the whole. ipose the whole convoy principle, with inborn modesty saying to the

byal Navy, “It’s all very well for you folk, brought up from youth to
. THE MERCHANT NAVY IN WAR ep station, and to steam in formation © but if we wy 1t, especially at night,

‘ . . ) r casualties may well be as heavy as those which the U-boat inflicts.”
Yet let us never forget that maxim which we ourselves have so deliberatd,. gjess to say, this was a monumental under-estimate of their seamanship,

emphasised—that, in Total War, all must fight. That was true of the Shi]\ﬂ when the scheme was tried, their ability to sail in convoy was instantly

it is evidently just as true of the men. And so it follows that no catalogue Lyen Byt though recognising the necessity, they never took to-it in
), ws, . E ] . 2. d - - td ’
Britain’s war-time naval personnel would be complete if it omitted the Britfnciple

Merchant Seaman. He is a front-line man if ever there was one, and, hk“ ! Nor was there at any time in the Merchant Navy anything like the Long-
ship, he faces the enemy continually from the first shot to the last.  And thouj
he may not figure very prominently in the Battle of Cape Matapan or in ¢
action with the Bismarck—it is his duty to keep as clear as possible from affak,, they would do next—sign on again in the same ship, take another, or even
of that kind—he is yet the hero and, by a very great deal, the central figure nothing for & while, Bt this would not do in Total W o Sl
the greatest, the longest, and the most bitterly contested battle of them all—thy .. -o11d be wasted, even for a B stmdlbeorestie Seeca R N
Battle of Supply. He won that battle, as, again, every real student of Ba%an it had become clear that there would be something of a seaman famine
history knew he would—if only he could keep his ship afloat. And the trfpe queser. The R.N. would claim a certain percentage in the form of R.N.
glory of the achievement lies in the fact that there was nothing in the le servists, and every available ship would have to be manned instandly, and
spectacular about the part he played in it ; there was nothing in the least spd . 1000ed throughout. So in T938:a body was formed-which was analogous
tacular about him. His role was just to keep his ship going until it reached Pdthe R.N.R. in the naval service. A Merchant Navy Reserve was started
or sank, whichever happened first. Not for him the fierce joy W}.ﬁ‘:h his CSC\:WhiCh were enrolled all merchant seamen or ex-merchant seamen not then
sometimes wrung from the chase ; not for him the wild exhilaration "'t%hamess. It was an excellent and timely move. By September 1939 it was

U-boat “kill . His m‘ain ambitions were all nei%a‘fi"c ones—that he WOy thousand strong, and it furnished the Merchant Navy with a fine * natural
not suddenly feel the scaring shock of the torpedo striking home ; that he woul, . ”  Before that source had run P e e e o

ot hfavc to spend too long in or on the icy waters of the North Adantic or t 0y of the Government, who here, as elsewhere in the colossal jig-saw of
Arctic Ocean ; that the exigencies of the Service would not prevent someof. Wat, was the only body which could take so wide a view of the whole
from stopping to pick him up. Most of us are not altogether cowards when ¥, g everybody into his right place.
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m Service system of the RN, The scamen had always signed on for a
yage and been paid off ai the end of it, exercising their own discretion as to
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tlhBut t];c resulting expansion of the Merchant Navy was not quite like 1l
of the fighting Navy. For whereas (as we have seen) the Ordinary Mun fill « »

most of the new places in the latter, he did not take nearly so conspicucius REHER O R e
place in the former. A great majority of those who manned the MerchisBur it takes ships and men to make a real Navy. We have hitherto dealt with
Navy remained members of the sea-going fraternity. But not all, for at lodhem separately, and so in some sort artificially. Let us now reunite them as
one blgglsh block of non-merchant seamen was imported into the D.E.M ey ought to be united’ and see, if we can, into the heart of the modem Total-
(Defensively Equipped Merchant Ships)—the men who worked the nwrthxpar Navy of Britain.

ships’ defensive armament. They were, at first, almost all naval ratings 4f In the Second World War the bonds between Royal and Merchant Navies,
marines, mostly pensioners, who thus helped to repay the debt which the Rosinking both ships and men, were revealed again and again in all their historic
Navy had incurred from the Merchant Navy when she borrowed so matloseness and strength. Every month, every week, served to furnish examples
Royal Naval Reservists. But later came the Royal Maritime Regiment, raiséf this great‘yet simple truth. But perhaps one week may be singled out in
(as its military title implies) from the Army, and composed mostly of trainfarticular as showing it most clearly of all.

machin.e-gunners ; and last came 2 numbser of ** Hostilities Only ” men—as ev§ When honest and honourable men, the world over, thrilled to the great
the Ultimate Reserve—trained for the work from the start. lpic of Dunkirk in 1940, we heard all around us—in Britain as well as among

But here, surely, is abundant justification for our earlier assertion that itfriends elsewhere—exclamations of pride, adimiration, and relief. But the out-
proﬁtless to deal separately with Merchant and Royal Navies. Here, too, itjranding emotion was unquestionably amazement. Marvellous ! ” men said.
p‘crtlnent to point out how little these things have changed through the agd Unique ! Unprecedented 1™ Tt was all these things : indeed, the sheer
Six centuries ago and more, the English merchant ship put to sea, girt teifirama of it beggared the vocabulary of the man in the strect and left him speech-
porarily for war, sailed by her seamen, and fought by her soldiers and “ ordinaless, To abstract an army of nearly 320,000 men, weary, ill-supplied, and
T ”.  Exactly so girt, so sailed, and so fought, went out the British merchalrgely unarmed, from open and exposed beaches under the very nose of the
ship of 194s3. ' most powerful army then on earth, and under the very wings of the greatest

Indeed, by the end of the war this remarkable parallel had been pushedlin numbers at any rate) of all air powers, was certainly not an operation to be
long stage further. In the sixteenth century the seamen had gradually takfound in the contemporary text-books of war. It seemed impossible.
over the fighting of the ship as well as the sailing of it : so, by 945, mat But in real life a thing is impossible only when the men concerned admit it
thousands of merchant seamen had qualified as seamen gunners, and were nito be so, and it never crossed anyone’s mind in Britain to do that. Moreover,
well on the way to doing exactly the same thing again. now that the curtain has fallen on this particular act, we may examine it again,

ind see, perhaps, whether Britain’s previous record can help us to explain why.

It was marvellous right enough : it was even unique and unprecedented in

that such an exploit, under such conditions and on such a scale, had never been

!:Lccomplished, nor even attempted, before. But it is not right, we believe, to

Jstress the newness of the episode. The basic method at least was not new, but
I:'ld—-so old that most of us, perhaps, had forgotten all about it. The true
I‘ Miracle of Dunkirk ”—and it was a miracle, of that natural order wherein
God helps him who is prepared to help himself—lay in the fact that the venerable
mnethods of the Old English Navy should suddenly, and with the most matter-
pf-fact spontaneity, leap to life again many centuries after they had died,
ipparently, from sheer old age.

For what, in essence, was the whole affair but the old “ emergency ” of
inediaeval England I—the maritime levée en masse when the Crown in times of
hational peril sent out what we should now call an S O S to all ships and to all

1 See above, pages 29 and 39.
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its seamen subjects ; and by means of an * embargo ”, or commandeering of ylis heart glories and moutns over that great company of ships and seamen who
the available shipping of all available subjects, hastily despatched to the threatenedill sail home no more, or glows with pride at the endurance and resource of
point the forces best suited to the occasion ? Everything and everybody—thegfie master mariners and men who persisted in their dangerous business in
—leaped into the breach : the King’s ships, the King’s Fighting Officers anfreat waters. Through five grim summers and six grimmer winters, through
Men ; the Merchants, their ships—even their boats—and all their ship-officeroul and fair, they have gone down to the sea, in ships if their luck were in, but
and crews ; ““ Voluntary Gentlemen ” and voluntary seamen ; fishermen andf not, on boats, rafts, floats, and even planks ; badgered and harried by sky-
fishing craft, bargees and their barges, ferrymen, watermen, longshoremen-fultures from above and sea-sharks from below—themselves harried and
every boat that would float was there, every man who knew the bows of ,'adgered in their turn by all the resources of Britain’s science, and by all the
from the stern, and perhaps a few who did not. logged tenacity of her race. Those miracles of technical skill, timing, and sea-
But is this a picture, it may well be asked, of 2 mediaeval emergency or pfianship revealed on the beaches of North Africa and Sicily, Salerno and Anzio,
the Miracle of Dunkirk ? Tn plain trath it is both, for they are, basically, thdad above all, Normandy ; those dark days when round Crete and all over the
same phenomenon. Which of these clements was absent from the beaches onfastern Mediterranean the naval might of Britain was reduced to a few war-
those still June days of 1940 ?  None of them. Who else was present ? No oneeary cruisers ; those icy, nerve-racking nights when her hard-bitten merchant-
save, perhaps, rather more of those ordinary men who, a few months beforejten and their escorts battled, mile after mile, round the North Cape through
had not known a boat’s bows from its stern, but whose handling of it now maddi! the dangers of the Arctic sea and the violence of the enemy ; those all-too-
that fact seem all but incredible. warm Mediterranean days, when even battleships and aircraft-carriers could
In omitting here the vital part played by the R.A.E. we must not be thoughtcarcely push them through the hométs” nest beyond Cape Bon to save Malta
to be belittling a magnificent and—in every respect, this time—a unique achieyedrom starvation ; disaster, stoically accepted, when her great ships Prince of
ment. The conditions of the battle, as we admitted, were unprecedented. Thd¥ales and Repulse went down in far-off eastern seas ; triumph, sober and not
point of comparison here is the maritime method of evacuation. This toolnmixed with a grim humour, when a great enemy fleet, intact but harmless,
even the British by surprise in 1940, because they thought (f they thoughgame to anchor under the guns of battle-scarred Valletta, and when British
about it at all) that the centuries of slowly evolving specialisation had given themailors found in the ports of Bremen and Hamburg row upon row of mass-
a highly organised professional Navy which could perform every known fime2roduced U-boats which would never wound British shipping—these are a few
tion of sea war, and so leave no place for so impromptu—almost primit:ive——-‘f the designs wronght into that unique tapestry, the Real Navy of Britain.
an affair as this. But they were wrong, for here was an occasion when thd Whence comes the warp and the woof of it ? There is not a county, not
specialised ships of war were, physically, impotent to carry out the whole task 4 town, or perhaps even a village, which has failed to contribute its strands, or
their sheer deck-space was insufficient to accommodate such numbers. Thevbare, through the ties of blood and love, in the weaving of it. The real Navy
were wrong, and may be glad of it, not only because the “ Old Navy”, sorf Britain is a true cross-section of the whole. It is not the ships and men of her
unexpectedly resurrected from the dead, saved a gallant army from disaster Royal Navy only ; not the Navies of that free Commonwealth of Nations who
and maybe, a great nation from invasion, but also because, rightly understoodiall her Mother ; not her Merchant Navy ; not her Fishing Fleet ; not her
the whole episode of Dunkirk provided a striking illustration of that power%""-[efChﬁ‘nt Seamen and Fishermen, serving for the time being in her warships ;
which the whole world has long recognised and respected—the true navafiot her Amateur Seamen who have volunteered from every part of the country
strength of Britain. ind the Empire ; not her Ordinary Men and Women, who have taken a novel,
!r.omplex and dangerous profession in their stride. The real Navy of Britain

No thoughtful person in the British Empire can logically regard the exploit{’ the sum-total of all these elements, sprung from the very marrow of her,
of its seamen in war time as other than the parts of one great pattern, whethegaturing at their leisure through the centuries, and blended—slowly, so slowly
he is contemplating the hammer-strokes that fell upon the Graf Spee, the Italiansiid quietly—into a subtle, indivisible, and unconquerable whole.
at Matapan, and the mammoth Bismarck ; thrilling to the daring surprises
sprung upon the enemy at Narvik, Taranto, and in that northern fastness where! MBS PLCOE
the Tirpitz thought herself secure ; or reading, humbled in spirit, of the deathless LIERARK
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epics behind such names as Jervis Bay, San Demetrio, and Rawalpindi : whether
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