T s riBSH PERIOD

With niora Llynp WY Db, The worst suffer
bt May Seplember, The best estimates indipy
1 SHe-Lhied of e Population Perished. The effects of depay;

ven in 1789 Lorq Cornwalijg could ¢
f one-third gg a jungle inhabited
wild heasgs o, ‘the puny efforts of Private charity, whicl

5, could do little to alleviate the overw)
abad the Resident Teported that g}
dead and that the strects were chol.
S were no Dovelty in Indja, They hy
Witnessed twice even in the reign of victorioug Akbar, an

Loy Tieves Deer Scenerou

weee feeding on the

ment before 1873,

of Accounts ; °

a Calamity, That it did
its former Standard. Tq
will not be easy.’

Walpe Inn,l_l; 1elt, so that ¢
Benaut o g, exlent o

distress, At Murshid

The obligation to relieve famine at any cost and to straiy

solely in charge of Muhammag Razj Khan, whe did not
about the suiferings of the beople. e collectéd the yq
almost in fyjy and added 10 Der cent. for 1477y

[ terrible truth about the methods of revenue administray ion
Il

‘The effects of the dreadfy
i the Year 1770, and raged durj
tegularly made known to you
i ich every Circamstance of Fact, and |
, have heén acenmulated o raise (fnmpu‘s.\'iuu, !
excite Tndignation against your Servants, whogse unhappy lot it. Wi
be the witnesses and Spectators of the sufferings of thejy felloyw-cre,
But its influence on ¢ Revenue hyy been yet unnoticed, and
unfelt, put by those from whom it wag collected ; for., notwithsta
the loss of at least one-thirq of the inhabitants of the Provinee, oy {
consequent: decrease of the Cultivation, the nett collections of fhe veay
exceeded even thoge of 1768,

| which follow, but need not be quoted,

I ‘It was naturally to be ex
! should haye kept an equal

ascertain all the meang by which this was ffe

Hastings proceeds to dilate on the difficulties of the investigall

pected that the diminution of the Rev
pace with the other Consequences of 50
not, was OWIng to its heine violently kept 1y

509
FAMINE a

jai, which
Woe wpevially an iniquitous tax called najai,

ing was | : x
vil, i g . e pressive
Y Int. lly impelitic in its II)StltII‘tI?tI]}C;:?(;I?(Il pgeneral
thsuh 4-.|uz_1t ywas authorised by the ax 1ment, but took
i il """'“"‘(I“rt lh’ad not the sanction of Goverr s
e ity 5 1
1 wairse, tions on the
B o coae iter’s further observa
writer’s o >d for the
|lw'uli"'|1 :if ct)?esystcm in that age is reserve
i or lac "

CHRONOLOGY W
ation in order to save life, which wa Jluddar of Bengal : . . b . 1740-56
acknowledged Y any native government. Hindy or Muham) LTI ',;l.rd%r of Bengal s : ; . 1751
was very imperfectly Tecognized even by the Anglo-Indian 2SRl K hian sa -«; ck) to the Marathas . ] . . 1755
1 1770 such notigng concerning the , UL ((“l,-nv\?atson and Clive s capture of Caleutta 1756

a ruling power hag not occurred to anybody, Indian or Ky :';;l':: L';T\.l.;..mr or Nawib of Bengal ; cag

I X TN ; battle of Plassey ;
and if they had occurred, the meang for Putting them in Pracidl IrI:'l'll ul L uleotta ; storm of Chandernagore ;

3 ‘afar Sitbadar or
as; Mir Jafar 1757
I'wenty-four Parganas ; . : - ; =
B Bl Twen g i 1759
“::I‘Uili' Iinl.'h at Biderra . ‘rn()l' (.)f Bengal ; Mir Kasim

4 : . 1760
: tiys 5 Vansittart gove i . . N
e of thive s stibadar of Bengu Testoration of Mir
.'mmluhw! M.\villrli’so;tb]l’l’g:::n and elsewhere ; restoratio . ’ 1762
. il nropear awib . o : i . . 176
Mmasterly review of the state of | St an sibadir or Nawa . i . Seleet Committee 1765
» addressed to the T)iru:i}ul‘.\, el il M S (O M TaD ol Bengal ; Sclee . 1766
A Fatar 5 Clive gove oflicers Emile = o 1767
Vi Nibati f European S - T ‘
system. | K B s o of - EEORAPAnE s - . S s
B o R s = . : Y . .
11 Famine which visited thege Proyi .- pvenor of Bengal : ' . s
ng the whole course of that Year, hyy W, . . ' i

by our former advices, and ¢ the puiy -
AUTHORITIES

The
T 0L s T
al histories is istory of Bengal,
ot useful fg&‘;‘i,ﬁ?:é are ORMEI; ‘ST%:;:I&:;]T, g}gggg (London,
il apecinl worlks 1 Mutakherin, vol. i, 3
Il Styaru-

fanil, 1832 he rest by Hayt MUSTAPHA le‘lyln()lld), Caleutta
] 3 ) and the res Y ] ( y: j‘ ; 3
) ' 5 ( .

‘ ] men 4 enighal,
Bl oo 7 B B i By s i
ARt 1.ndon, ]7’37%,0111(?1"1(’11‘ of Persian (,ogqcl.s)z. i, Herss
Ao, Lengmans, 190 vol. i, 1759-67 (publ. ]1 e G
LI LT (jalputta,_‘ Nurrative is r('pfmtv.(‘ I'“ B et Nk
; m“Iil 'l‘i{ggzsul;];;rlu I{(’cordgly‘éizrlzctzgif{"(If(;ll,uli;n, Thacker, 1908,
g RS E ’Echu'esfrom 4,
#y Howeeen, H E.,

vea
as will appear from the Tollowing Ay

g i Septemb(‘.r,
| ; Sir G ST ﬂ})p(.:ll’(‘.d m

- ” i ; f live VAN ir G.Forr

I'lll llmu-pl'-nmsed Iﬂ’(’, of ( e by S E

; s, Murray, 1836);
n treated by Sir Jonx I\IALL(;L;L((H‘O ahil othed
4 1l subject has been 1‘)‘: MarLisoN (Rulers o x R; o (Londén,
i L | (Murray, .186“,(1 name of Caraccron, .'HAf {:l;e mutinous
VIR Life hearing libel written in the interest o
i venomous

s3

hmll :
B4, 1777), i




:-']" o ‘i » g . TS r Al
FHE BRITISIH PERIOD ALY LIFE OF WARREN HASTINGS 511
officers of 1766, The Lok, Considerations o I 3
¢ \ d bl Consederitions o Indian 4
;%;l:lnnxi cquaally hostile and necds 160 e read ‘Vlt{{‘a(zﬁ‘;ilg)él?
2). o the sann year \';ln;lc.l‘.lml, Py, replied by 4 Vi
Progress, and Present Stute of the Knsiish l./ulvernme"nt in Z?nz{
5

S0l ubinonl satisfaction’, offering at the same time their
Ll ol protection and support .
~ ulipy qusnmounced by the Prime Minister was still more

SrerAce, VL, defended his adovinisivniion in Narrative of th Sl el signaticant ¢
in Bengal, (7602 (3% vols., London, 1766G).  The four wj(;rké; "[1‘:“ S0 U (g of the Regulating Act in 1773, he [Lord North] stated
include the fexts of the treatics and nwmerous other documents, & 1 Hhis as first Governor-General ¢ he sheuld propose a Person
All essential information whout, the farnine is given in Hu~NTER, Si S st and blood, had resisted the greatest temptations—that
Annals of Rural Bengal 7 (London, Smith, Elder, 1897). For {hu Il‘lﬂ | Jiont iwhees in Bengal during the various Revolutions that had
AL it Country, never received a single Rupec at any one of them,

carcer of William Bolts, who waus n Dutchman, see Ind. Ant., 1917
’ ‘% 1 Alulites and intense application would be apparent to any
© i whis wenild consider what he had done during the first six months
B Alililstention .22
Lt whe had earned such trust by twenty-three years of
Ll wevien could not possibly have become in the next year
~tupt tyrant depicted in the outrageous libels which poisoned
o8 e e and still exercise an improper influence on current
W 1 was the misfortune of Hastings that from 1774 he
e the shijeet of the ¢ vile malevolence > of Philip Franeis,
ol ineessantly to usurp his office, and spared no efforts
I Wilenipt to Tuin the man whom he envied and hated. The
il spivit which had comaposed the venomous Letiers of
{00 loiiil equally eongenial occupation in organizing a con-
0 npinst Hastings,? contrived so artfully that even Pitt
ke were beguiled.
Willonlties of Hastings. It is hardly possible to cxaggerate
AUl nlties which confronted Hastings. The imperfect reforms
ui by tlive had produced little real improvement, and
Ctient worthy of the name did not exist. The task of Hastings
i creation rather than the amendment of a tolerable
Lliatintiom. Three months after taking charge he wrote that
© e povernment of the Company consists of a confused heap
Winhipented materials, as wild as the chaos itself’. Various
wbien ¢l business were ‘all huddled together’, no clear
Wil ol departments being recognized. Arrears of work
up bk for years had to be cleared away, and honest men
. bulieinely scarce. The small supply of competent officials
\ Lien w0 much diminished by the massacre of Patna in 1763
| e vouths had risen to. positions far above their deserts
Uity The young gentlemen who had been appointed
kil the eollection of the revenue, called Supervisors at first

CUHAPTER 3

Warren Hastings as governor of Bengal, 1772-4; the Rohilla ¥
Regulating Act.

facts of his early official career is needed i
fully intelligible. Unfortunately it is irnpos:iobl?%lgerelﬁtsté
place the fascinating story of his life. The most materi:
stai}:‘;ad in tlll_;: btl;iefest possible manner are these. -
arren Hastings, a descendant of an anci
although impoverished family, was born iIrllc%IfI:Ze?:lllc)lell‘l (i)lt’;ol
came out to Calcutta as a writer in the East India COJﬂ"r
seryice befor_e he had completed eighteen years of age. A
apprenticeship employed in office work he was posted.to
bazar (Cossimbazaar). When Siradju-d daula captured
factory Hastings was made prisoner. He escaped, join
countrymen at Faltd, and served under Clive, who reco
his merit. In 1761, being then in his twenty-ninth year, J1y
became a member of council at Calcutta. He went home il:i'
atllld returned to India in 1769 as seeond in council at N
}vls( ere he was employed chiefly on commercial business. |
1S work so well and honestly that the Directors selected I
Succeed Mr. Cartier as governor of Bengal. He took cha

that office in April 1772 in the forti i
ness of his intellectual powerse. e S S DT

Confidence of the Directors. It is important to note

rren Hasti s 5
enjoyed theb(t:g:lgﬁsd:rlllgg l:)g;'h}?pt e whole of his earlier sihi LilloLors later, monopolized the trade of the country, espe-
The Directors, when sendi 1 lslgperlors In an exceptional dfiily 1 prain, and were themselves the tools of their Bengali
; nding him to Madras, bore testimoiluiuin ', or men of business, whom IHastings described as

his ¢ great ability and unblemished character >
i ) er’. I £ 7
kS)ecret' Committee gave him still stronger marks I:)fl\/{rK]xl"Y('
dy writing confidentially to him that ‘they could not hay
enlced more clea_rly the confidence they repose in your abi
Zeal, and integrity than they have done by their a
1ment of you to preside in their council in Ben al’, ngl
ater they expressed their ¢ entire approbation > of his coj

Hiulad by Miss Menckton Jones in Warren ITastings in Bengal, 1772—
| 1 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1917), from B.M. Add. MS. 29209, 9.
s does not seem to have been published previously.
l'llu- fir i series of the political pamphlets, 70 in number, entitled the

U0 W Jundus, appeared in the Public ddvertiser between January 21,
W il danuary 21, 1772, The conclusive evidence that Trancis was
Wil is cited by Busteed, Echoes from Old Calcutta® (1908), p. 59.
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om the Directors

nd it impossible to de
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was against every iy
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1 | bod b nsigzned to him for Support.;‘__ lakhs
* the tethinte or allowance of tw‘i’na:]ﬁ(nglisl‘
RS, Lo Him as a dependant of the Bzl
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years later that kL ["‘r .Ul hfﬂmlﬁ.'h-\-hns«- :tf;I‘I‘ltOl‘leS' hee;'efr?d the Marathas.
exertions had cost 1l il bubweon the liritish p~r0VIIllc him in the Rohilla
world of cnemies SR Mt of Shuj an-d daula 1nvct)'v.f;(‘1\_
worked with untirip ul v meh lying declama lgﬁx’e' administration of
try, and did all thyh i whnt hie could to 1mprov€c lecutta for both civil
eou’ld do, but witht . ... Jelitutod conrts of appeal at e:ic wors aiecatiE
sarily ixixperfect T Ginen,)  The afrangepments Ti ﬁ that it would be
He was forced son il b b e Jargely modified late
I i ¢ o ol ls, g revenue,
Eglggaggr‘(}l(%iea.dnd i l::llll conecrning the assessment .?tllqt}:\e }])?ﬂ:}r “(m.,.mlv
laid the foundation 1 11 I Anple-Endian technical ].}m,‘,; ;}{;m Titen possible
Lord Cornwallis, ny it anet bis Council did the <)e§w}{ichgi]1 1777 were
vourably situated, Bt teases for five },I?af”s’ tracts.2 The system
to build a coherent 4 Wy o fgiuslipnable annua ]wn as the only tolerable
The actual achiew i( lTuhvu, wlihoagh far from ideal, was J
of Hastings will ng. . . e it the time. . with the
described gin a2 suly l::':"'ll sipported  their PreSId(gnt a;ng():.lilxlf;’(:,h—ief. who
fashion, omitting mug | of Wi Hobert Barker, the Comm ) ;
he achieveme

. Pt upposition based on personal Sl}gft()):;l(«jifélet?;]?;;;;
Hastings. The Co ety displayed a conciliating, for willing support
WARREN HASTINGS having resolved to "'L“ " ‘mm wuy in his efforts to se
(as a young man), forth, as Diwan >, thy ‘u‘ (| TEN
of collection of reven(h i

i 5 he insisted that

ies. The Directors had Insisted t
mrrnnlacllj::ligéznd Mahérdaja Shitab lhll.”ll(iihlil;l:‘ll(lg]‘ﬁ
ital of British India frou; 1:15 ul the szw-ébﬁ)but i‘:)l.rc“:i;t}:)gllalﬁ(i;-v:?ig)ll hj((,’r e
a distinetion which it continued to enjoy until 1912, when. I teapectively, should be I()ll H on
command transferred the head-quarters of the Governni Siete on charges preferre yll e Bradtiant]
India to Delhi, '1 li\hn Hevessiry arrests were_](il_cvr(] rly (fqy)ééfztlly ¥ L
The allowance of the young Nawab of Beng (el ane the business gnvyll 1 m;i iy;h Ll i
merely a distinguished nobleman | I mn of exceptionally hig haracter, . In_him
: = n il e defect >, observing that he had p2 ved Himgelt

u::ln- linuncier °.) Some years carlier Shita a

transferred from Murshidabad to\‘é:Boa

rd of Revenue at Cals
‘which thus became the official cap

e
Ak
i

al, who had Iy
> Was cut down by oni

ore money to :
! The whole Council sat as the Board of Révenue, Strachey giyd ' 1 At Sha lam had received no tribute
number of councillors as nine ; other books state it as twelve, ay | (1 whould .~e‘§nemklt:/1‘ 3::;'(: §1;.;1:Vx§110ney .

latter number was advocated by Hastings. The numker seems | ‘ silin rhe 26 lakhs were Francis and his hostile colleagues.
varied from time to time, ' Wlisigge for the worse was due to Fra
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very rigid orders which have been published for these purposes, ing
that they often appear in the heart of the province as if they drop
heaven. They are hardy, bold, and enthusiastic to a degree suj whin he wrote that passage, was thinking specially
credit. Such are the Senassies, the gipsies of Hindostan.’ Whieh 1o longer exists as a separate state. 'Things have

The Sanyasi bands often numbered several thousand iil Wi inueh sinee his time that his suggestion that each
each, and at one time no less than five sepoy regiments were ef I lidlng state should have its accredited diplomatic
in hunting them down. Their incursions into Bengal cea Whive in London, which seems to have been his meaning,
the second year of the administration of Hastings, and histon Uit ailtinble or practicable ; but he was right in Tecognizing
not mention any further depredations by them in other proy Jiyee ol the desire felt by the Indian prinees to be in touch
The bands evidently melted away when the Bengal hunting-gi Will their hereditary sovereign and not merely with the
was closed by the vigilance of the governor. At the presen Wi ellicials of an administration. The reality of that
many queer criminal tribes and organizations still exist, yie plainly manifested when Their Majesties personally
known except to the magistrates and police officers wha ] Jw lvyval homage of the ruling chiefs in December 1911,
to deal with them, but nothing at all resembling the Sanyasi | : 8
has been known for generations. I do not know what race suj)
the nucleus of their bands, which, as Hastings tells us,
recruited by kidnapped children, who must have come froj
classes.

Opium and salt. Iastings put the management of the 1
facture and sale of both opium and salt on a sound fini
basis. Hisregulations of 1778 formed the foundation of the mo
system in force in our own time. The recent orders discours
the cultivation of the poppy and the sale of opium have rent
the constitution of the opium department almost obsolete, bi
licensed manufacture of salt continues.! Hastings also begar
reform of the coinage and introduced the ‘ sicea rupee .

“The princes and the Crown. The views of Hastings cont
ing the desirable relations between the Crown and the rulel
the Native States were original and daring. When writi)
Lord North. the Prime Minister of England, on February 26, |
he expressed himself in the following remarkable words :

‘I am and always have been of opinion that whatever form it
necessary to give to the British dominion in India, nothing can so effectl
contribute to perpetuate its duration as to bind the powers and states
which this Government may be united, in tics of direct dependence
and communication with the Crown. This system has been adopted
respect to the Nabob of Arcot, and, I believe, has met with natl
approbation. I thought it might be adopted with the same succe
regard to the powers on this side of India. Their confidence woull
strengthened by such a relation, which would free them from the di
of annual changes and of the influence of individuals ; and their submis
which is now the painful effort of a necessary policy, would be yia!
with pride by men who glory in the external show of veneration to maje
and even feel the respect which they profess where they entertain an
of the power to command it. . . . I conceive that the Iate Act of Parlian
[the Regulating Act], by admitting the King into a participation in
management of all the Company’s affairs, and almost the sole cor
of their political concerns of course makes him the principal in
and entitles him to those pledges of obedience and vassalage from

t See Imp. Gaz. of India (1907), vol. iv, ehap. viii.
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il the lritish empire in India, which the ideas of the people
i u: wngze have consecrated to royalty.’ !

o it hinste means should be adopted to satisfy it.
Mohilla war. The material facts of the much debated
Wi having been clearly established by study of the
e nnd embodied in books easily accessible, th(; matter
s dinposed of in a few wards, without phe formal discussion
Wiition of fairy tales. { The country lying to the north-west
i\ It ween the Ganges and the hills, comprising the ancient
||*u\-\im:cs of Katehar and Sambhal, was and is known as
Wikl because during the ¢ great anarchy * Afghan tribesmen
Molillas, being for the most part Yusufzi from the neigh-
wil of Peshawar, had conquered the land. The bulk of
apulintion consisted of Hindu peasants, but there were several
dienlile towns, including Bareilly and Pilibhit. No n:.n,t‘ur:’n._l
W1 neparated Rohilkhand from Oudh, and the Nawab-Vizier’s
jluns were most easily acecessible to an enemy through the
Hln tervitory. The Rohillas were not strong enough to _kf_?@].)
f ':i Marathas who raided their country several times. The
i «hiefs, who had temporized and intrigued with both the
dithii= and the Nawab-Vizier, in June 1772 signed a treaty
which they promised to pay him forty lakhs, or four millions
«ws, if he would expel the Marathds, Karly in 1773 the
ulers returned, but were compelled to retire when threatened
j forces of Oudh and the Company. The Nawab-Vizier,
i lind been put to much expense in equipping his army, de-

iiled payment of the forty lakhs, but, as might be expected, got

N ]

' 1Kugust of the same year Iastings, accompanied by two
ilers of council, met Shuj‘du-d daula and concluded the
\lv of Benares, which transferred Kord and Allahabad from the
B e emperor, then a mere tool in Maréithi hands, to the Nawab-
Jiler in consideration of a payment of fifty lakhs. An agreement
) was made that the Caleutta government should lend a brigade
e Nawab-Vizier for the reduction of Rohilkhand at his demand
| wertain Teasonable financial terms. The ruler of Oudh deferred
$ilon for various reasons, and the government of Bengal, which
' Note the phrase ¢ the British empire in India’ usegl only eighteen
w after the battle of Plassey. The quotation is from Gleig, 1. 508.
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i . 3 i Jic i i f the shares in the
doubted how vy an apparently adventurous olicy mig g belief. Wh}le ﬂ_le. proprietors o ¢
approved in Kagland, welcomed the delay. In ngruary 177 ) vlnonred for high dividends, the expenseg of govielrrtn}g
Council was surprised by receiving from Shuj‘au-d daula a du '.l loiiitories swallowed up the expected pro ;S, 53 tt abm
for the promised brigade. 1L was sent accordingly undy A Liipany was almost insolvent and was forced to beg

command of Colonel Champion. The Rohillas were defea
St. George’s Day, April 17, at Miran Katra in the Shahjal
District, and their gallant leader, Hafiz Rahmat Khan, 1 ! A
killed. ~ Their province was annexed to Oudh, and some 18,08 il for the Indian possessions O'fl the Conﬁ)z}ny fOTCefl
20,000 Rohillas crossed the Ganges to the territory of their coll W poevernment to undertake legislation. IS unneces-
man, Zabita Khan. The Oudh troops burnt some villaga@ ® ' (¢lule in this work the course of the prolonged discussions
committed a certain amount of ravaging, but no extraordf !illiinint and at the India House Wh:f'h preceded thebenaet(i
violence was used, and the peasantry resumed their daily | A L settling the disputes. Those discussions Illllay iﬁ‘ea
once. One of the Rohilla chiefs was allowed to retain his | i Lhe works of Mill, Thornton, anﬁ_fflllany ot ell‘Da(lil' (i)r_s-
a portion of the territory, and is now represented by his descei tuncerned only with the result, which was ?Iil odied mm
the loyal Nawab of Rampur. “1 ol Parliament. One disposed of theil ﬁlbancla queitloxfg
‘ Judged by its results, Sir John Strachey observes, *the pot 'l| lpi ';'I.'"”‘I;ﬁg 32;%1111% tztilgrtlgzlg‘%Zag}aar;.t G LD gt CIOU
Hastings was eminently successful. . , . More than forty years ¢ i ‘.'“l -y; Py liament. The other (18 Geo. III, c. 63)
before the power of the Marithas was finally swept away, but durii " Hro IO an lah eR 3 lati Act of 1773 (;reatéd a nev&,'
whole of this time they never attacked or seriously threatened Rohil (ly known as the Regula m% ol T R i
The occupation of that province gave to Oudh and to Bengal that ped 4 il o vernment for India, and definitely subjecte € ? i? hy
nent protection against the most dangerous of our enemies which il l" vuntrol of the Crown, or, in practice, to the control of the
been the aim of Hastings to secure.’ " iy ui the day, and qltllmately of Parliament to which such
The proposition thus stated is absolutely correct. Hay l.n-c:;l:;lgggsi;‘gs’pg;l ilzlbd?i:'at. The enactment of the Regulating
eXpiaH.m.dfhllls po‘lfcy to Colonel Champion in a letter dated Jul Hiny be regarded as the starting-point of the modern constitu-
R oS | ! hisiory of India.  Although the idea of a ¢ constitution ’

Wby L khe loan of a million sterling.

ol luglslation. The pressure of urgent financial difficulties
I ulivions necessity of providing some form of legalized

“ e several propositions (made by Champion) . . . are diamet 8 Ll to the traditional Indian modes of thought, which
epposile fo the prineiple on which the Rohilla expedition was underiy Wy have been content to leave government in the hands of
whieh was nof m(‘.r(‘l_y‘ on account of the pecuniary_acquisition of i Uloceat or despot, the peculiar nature of the connexion of the
AR T 2 "Ih“ ("""p""y“afm’ ;‘!t}fm‘i)g.h zhli. Itlillght ge :tmk:.tcc«. i sdmindstration with a parliamentary monarchy in Great
Arainenk, 1Lowas by ne means the chief object o e undertaking, £ , 8 adus swvelopment of an extremel
engaged o assist the Vizier in reducing the Rohilla country T~ . o Lo s ihE R G I ke kel o pTite 3

- Abi R
dominion that the boundary of his possessions might be completed, Lt iitnted Anglo-Indian constitution. By the term "constltutlo‘n
Ganges forming a barrier t)(r) coverpthem from thge attacks zgnd insulli i the mixed body of positive law and established practice
which they were exposed by his enemies either possessing or haltiih regulates the .form of tl{e Indian government both in
access to the Rohilla country. " This our alliance with him, and the necedilinid and in India; determines the relations between the
for maintaining this alliance, so long as he or his successors shall desb i (iovernment and the Government of India, sometimes
our protection, was rendered advantageous to the Company’s intefilil 1he Supreme Government ; defines the power of the Supreme
because the security of his possessions from invasion in that quarter & yjiment over the provineial administrations ;, delimits the
fact the security of ours.’ whiens of the legislature or law-making alltllt)rli,gft?s (_hs;r,.ln‘('.tl'
There was nothing to be ashamed. of i i £ 1 Ihe executive power ; prescribes the powers of the judicia
war. The House of gommons had t}?e(;o:)rcli ?Qﬁsgcilo?éf?lsgég 51(()\ ili 5 lays down the principles of internal administration ; and,
the subject among the articles of impeachment. ! hut not least, guides the‘ad]ustment of the delicate re]atmns
Financial difficulties. Many committees of the Houst Iwn-’s\} the s()V(I:)relim,ttﬁilcq é-(évcrnment of India, and the rulers
Commons charged with the duty of investigati Indisz il e Native or Protecte oLates. L
have sat fromgtime tf)1 :imefi '}‘,he earYﬁgst,thp%%in?qu?n a{‘ 1 luinents of. the_‘ constitution’. That body ()‘f mixed law apfl
resulted in the passing during 1767 of five Acts of Parliamd it Tests primarily upon the statute lm‘v of Parliament, compris-
including one which required the Company to pay to the Treast Ahvut fifty enactments, more or less. Subsidiary, although by‘n()
£400,000 annually for two years. At the moment everyhi \hs unimportant, clements in its composition are the prerogth(:x
believed that the new Indian acquisitions were capable of yieldittr of the Crown as expressed sometimes by charters, S()m(‘.tl?'l(‘,b
untold wealth. The Company soon discovered the baselessnesi| |'foclamations ; orders issued by the Directors of the East
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s, recommended by Lord North inndgllc.)w1(rig)r
el hins been quoted ; members (})1f dc%l}ﬁcer. o
| ClaV?rin%; ?Idwtn;gll?li éeorge Monson
i 1 years later 5 (2) the Honour e T Lon o0
!"!l'i‘l‘l 'I;\;:v'liument and had serve(l lnlt;;lgoa.rng)a;{bizigrlg
! I Lhe siege of Pondicherry in o (3) !

:;l:llu::rr. I\th lglad been in the Company’s service since
ol () Viadip Francis, - \
Wl il been em-
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India Company, or by the Board of Control, or the Secr
State : einlings of the Privy Council or House of Lords 3
regulations passed or issued in India ; survivals of ancient.
institubions ; aud g long course of setiled custom or pracli

The body thus constituted is a growing organism sull
ineessant growth and development, which has proceeded at
rate sinee the beginning of the twentieth century. No il
foresce the constitutional consequences of the Great War

Analysis of the Regulating Act. The Regulating Act

which forms the basis of the Anglo-Indian constitution, 0 b weeretary and in
with several distinct subjects. My discussion of it and con 1 Ll .
matters follows the competent guidance of Sir Courtenay B 4y ol Bengal. '1:1}.0
Certain changes were made regulating the appointment of Dif iy ol e **CngzkllPréfé;
of the Company and the voting by the proprietors of stock or e siher presidence

Wity declared.  The

nnband coqncd were
. |t ol superintending
Julling the government

. : y dgiment. of the presi-
as already mentioned, directed the submission of half “; linilins, Bombay, and
accounts to the Treasury. The subjection of the Comput 11 s far and in so much
parliamentary control through the ministry was thus @ I wliould not be lawful
complete. . Lvenunent of the mllnlOI“

Sovereignty,  For the government of the Presidency of Fort Wi i et raake 1‘“ ((),rr( :J:
[Caleutta]in Bengal,a governor-general and four counsellors were apji g hostili “Ib-’m-mimt
and the Act declared that the whole civil and military government i (v rnking war, e
presidency, and also the ordinary management and government. of Wi prinees OT.II)()l‘fV]"‘ :mv
territorial acquisitions and revenues in the kingdoms of Bengal, BiLin g or con}(r L l'ln.;‘(“ or
and Orissa, should, during such time as the territorial acquisitiogh ' Wil oy sue b ‘.’”H e
revenues remained in the possession of the Company, be vested |8 | wlilini the pn'Y"‘):,,‘ﬂ Nk L ; Np&
#overnor-general and council of the Presidency of Fort William, Iy l“ the u‘.,ve.rnor-;.zfrll‘-'"; es of SIR PHILIP FRANCIS.
phuner as they were or at any time theretofore might have been exgll, ©voept in e (';1:1'}(\,,; ; ; ival
by the president and counci] or select committee in the sajd kingdof il nesessity as v:m ne such hostilities or treaties until the arriva

The avoidance of any attempt to define, otherwise than by reftd Il dunperous to po S Pt‘_)‘ lso in cases where speeial orders had been re;
to existing facts, the nature or extent of the authority claimed or exelt il onlies, and Al A president and council offending ag:cuns1
by the Crown over the Company in the new territorial acquisitions i 1) [ty the (;oln ]P]d n};;le ended by order of the governor-general an(f
noticeable, and is characteristic of English legislation.’ '"'Yli.':mni, nélr{;rul)trs )c():f tl{epmixlor presidencies were to (')btﬁ’ tthetg:xi]t;fn(i)t

The clear assertion of the sovereignty of the king over "":.:.I,,,,,:_én‘;ral and council, and c"“?.*’??“ﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁf&%% l?elatin 2 to
was deferred until 1858, and was further extended on Janual | i uidvice andintelligence of all t{u;n:.x((‘.(;(l)l ;‘1;1\'

1877, by the Proclamation of Queen Victoria ags Empress of 1 W ranent, TeVenues, or 1"“’“‘"“.2 Y ‘fr: o bz-‘ hound by the votes of

Persons appointed. The Governor-general and the yovernor-general and counci W(x(‘-tinéﬁ and in the ease of an equal
counsellors appointed to start the new government WEre nig ity of those present at tl.l(llrténli-i{rc‘él’ casting vote’ [in addition
in the Act and secured in their positions for five years. That § ihe governor-general was 2 :
limit thus fixed by statute in the first instance has been ap

o nrdimary vote]. » ! owered the Crown
by custom to the subsequent appointments of lieutenant-gover w0 Supreme Court. The Act further emp
and other high officials. Ample salaries were provided, naj

: . fort
ditnblish by charter a Supreme Court of] .]11({111(2“?;;2}1 3?;&%1,
| | £25,000 a year for the governor-general, and £10,000 for Wi, consisting of five bz‘xrrllh‘:;ﬂ:cao nl:g;;: ‘cach with a salary
il | counsellor.® They were all forbidden to trade, receive presyl),  wilary of £8,000 a year, and three judges, ¢
or otherwise add to their income by irregular means.

X : ough, The place was given up
i . a, also ealled Fort Marlborough. : Qe e

| o P B g GOVernor-genem], i IE: l?tilltr'rcll?til;ll,lszzl in exchange for the town of Malacca and certain o
l" '| ! The salaries have been much reduced,

which did not concern India closelyand need not b 3

Homs,
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' .

- : he security of
of £6,000 a year.! Sir Klijah Impey, an old schoolfellow of | “‘;' injustice had been done and the 3
at Westminster, was appointed Chief Justice ; his | i ULLE w-_ieJ n ious happenines
being Robert Chambers, subsequently knighted, Jol; : Ludin.  Maratha affairs and the various happ g

i ing the two and

Wi, nnd other parts of India during
¥ :ll::l “tul: -l of Hastings in Bengal as governor, l.)ef(t)fe
| Ui ew members of council, will be more con}feri_leﬁtly
I nisl chapter in connexion with events slightly

and Stephen Caesar Lemaistre., Impey and Chambers w
of considerable distinction, but their two junior collcagues:
earned any notable reputation prior to their appointmel
court was given civil, criminal, admiralty, and eccly
Jurisdiction.

¢ Its jurisdiction [subject to certain limitations] was declared | CHRONOLOGY 1

all British subjects who should reside in the kingdoms or 1 " wrnor of Bengal . April 1772
of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, or any of them, under the protecti SR griiveen - 1772-4
United Company. And it was to have full power and authority e ; ’ ) . . o o . 1773
and determine all complaints against any of His Majesty’s sul) “"l ALLEE \ ¥ j ; y ] . . 1774
crimes, misdemeanours, or oppressions, and also to entertain, i N W . 2
determine any suits or aetions whatsoever against any of His i ANGTTRETITTEE

subjects in Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, and any suit, action, or «
against any person employed by or in the service of the Compi
any of His Majesty’s subjects .
The Act contained many minor provisions concerning the
system and other matters which it would be tedious to enu
Defects of the Act. Ilbert observes that

: ities th based on an exhaustive study of
||:||::::'1|:. .:x‘:gh:org}re;;cg?w, Sir JoHN, Ha:stings and the {I{Ohl'”sa
Jupd s Clnrendon Press, 1892) ;3 and M. E. MOI\:IE?KTON:'[QI(;SIEI,
o Bengal, 1772—1774 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 2 b(.)ok
I «| with the perusal of the proofs of the s}:ecot}c pocks
llﬂh i an excellent work, and should rank as the standa

‘ the provisions of the Act of 1773 are obscure and defective ; ! WiN BN e subject excepting the Rohilla WaI‘,hWhiCh has been dis-
nature and extent of the authority exercisable by the governor Ty 1 Strac hey’s conclusive monograph.
and his council, as to the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court, and uf | y ::"T:‘: I’;: ";[{Set%(;st;ngs period will be named at the end of the

relation between the Bengal Government and the court’,

The ambiguities and obscurities of the Act and the charter | :
under it produced a plentiful crop of disputes, some of whi
be noticed in the next chapter. Nobody could tell what li
to be administered by the court.
‘The Act was silent. Apparently it was the unregencrate Iingli
insular, technieal, formless, tempered in its application to Engli
cumsfances by the quibbles of judges and the obstinacy of juries, (
of being an instrument of the most monstrous injustice when admij
in an atmosphere different from that in which it had been administef
Nobody knew how to define the classes of persons, Huy
or Indian, who came under the jurisdiction of the court, «

l |u|.:l'nlin;: Act is best studied in Iuserr, Sir Courrenay, The

{uf Iudia® (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1915).

CHAPTER 4

i Mlstings as Governor-general ; the policy and character of
Hastings ; Sir John Macpherson.

Court
rnment. The Judges of the Supreme 2
i "T::.: ?no‘ézlcutta on October 17, 177_4, were followed two
o luler by the three Members of Council, General Clavering,

! (ol Meison, and Mr. Francis, in another ship. The next day,

ke~ ! i > rar the
and from the manifest absurdity of applying the English I8¢ Mi. darwell had taken his seat, the Council met to hear

" 5 ate
; , ; : § ' instructions. By the orders from home a separa :
i eenth e oA O, ot (T Unfor.tu ! ‘".r:l“ ’l‘“rlzrgfeugvas establi};hed for the purpose of relieving the

' i ial business of the
1 @i a portion of the purely commercia 055 ;
i" mlll:'n:r-"nstrir::t economy in the military expendl‘tprc“ wgz
b i . the land revenue system %stal{hshedt by E:v:rt;lsg: wor
/ i ountry ==
uviid 5 correspondence with the ‘cou el
' busi i 1 language—was to
Lol business ® in modern officia ] Lgudbe
B - 1, subject to the. condit
B o oo generﬁ 7 him' should be laid before
! tviry letter received or sent by hi 3 kabuses ey LR
inecil 3 inquiry was to be made into Ses 3 I
‘;l:‘"::l‘('-llll’:)el‘s %vere enjoined to work together in harmony with

had some knowledge on the subject.  The judges admin
the law were equally ignorant of Indian conditions.
Another grave defect in the Act was the provision which all
the Governor-general to be outvoted and overruled whenever
members of his council chose to combine against him. That fi
enactment wrought much mischief., Some of the most gl
faults of the Act were remedied after a few years’ exper

! The salaries are now lower,
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! public is due to the malignant cunning of Philip
sl knew how to use the genius of Edmund Burke as
Ihie result of the joint labours of Francis and Burke,
i | Ly the disingenuous partisanship of James. Mill and

lictoric of Macaulay, has been the growth of a legend
jully Hietitious. The existence and acceptance of that

D THE BRITISH PERIOD

a view Lo the prescrvition of peace, the safeguarding of tli
pany’s possessions, wnd Uhe doe advancement of the Com
intervest,
Hostility of Clavering, Monson, and Francis. The
virate from lngland ol once fastened on the order to inqui
abuses, and displayed open hostility Lo Yastings. The 4 ) ; gy
was adjourned until the 25th in order to allow Mr. Barwell WVE sl unjustly besmirched the characters of W(trrcn
and from that date the Council was divided into two se il Sir lilijah Impey, and have done much harm _l')y
Clavering, Monson, and Francis on one side, Hastings and I i b Lhe pablic mmd an unyvarranted belief that the 11_1(1151n
on the other. The constitution of the body threw all real upen foundations stained by the blood of the victim
into the hands of the majority and subjected Hastings | lidil tirder, planned and executed by the Governor-
mortification of seeing the officers of his choice dismissed il Chief Jl}stlcgs. Na'ndkl'lmalz s case When_L looked at
his measures, so far as practicable, reversed. That state o Juint of view is of historical interest and importance,
lasted for almost two years, until September 1776, when th Hitrelare necessary to sct forth the essential facts.
of Colonel Monson restored power to Hastings, who could df Wjurily in council, eager to supplant Hastings, and pro-
he pleased with the help of his casting vote. i lnvesiigate abuses, invited charges against the GQV(’I‘I}OI‘-“
Disputes in council. The details of the unseemly wraj 1 Ninidkumar, a thorough scoundrel, whose misdoings
in council during those two years need not be recounted at | fumiliar to Hastings for many years, had ample reason
The members spent their time in firing off minutes againg| Wl personal advantage from the overthrow of the Governor-
other from day to day. They seem to have put everyth . who knew too much, and the vietory of his enemies who
writing on the spot, and the unedifying recriminations mal ,.1 Mg, . i .
be read in print in the ¢ consultations . 'The biographer of Hi INumir’'s false charges against Hastings. Accordingly,
must wade through the dreary mass in order to unde I 1795 (11 and 18) Nandkumar responded to the manifest
the personal position of his hero and to realize the aston il Lhe majority of tl_le c(m.ncll by subnutf;ng thIr_()ugh
endurance of the man, but the particulars of the disputes pers charging Hastings _w1th gross corruption, and en-
Jittle inkterest for the historian as distinguished from tlu lutter purporting to be from Manni Begam, the widow
grapher.  In most vespects the selfish spite of the trium) ilir, offering a bribe. The counsellors ])rocecd(e‘d wl"l:'h
produced effecis of only temporary character, but a £0ooil | husle Lo assume tl.l(‘, trutl_l of all the (:l.mrgcs, and to requi ('
Gf e ne tess lasting mischief was done, especially in relat| Wwornor-general, their President, practically to be tried by
Oudh, which was compelled to cede the Benares province.

. I'he letter purporting to come from the widow. a manifest
majority in counecil relied upon support from the Minisiilii 'f_ Wis necepted Wit_h““t question. Tl"} papers 1‘“‘\:1“!_-" I’_‘f(‘“
England, where Indian affairs were then closely intertwined @ Wil were submitted in 1776 to the law officers of the Company,
party politics. Both General Clavering and Mr. Francis asp bulured that the information of Nandkumir, even upon t'.]w:
the office of Governor-general, and were resolved to cmploy viie before them, could not .poss1bly.be true. Nuthmg
means to drive Hastings into retirement before the expif Win livard about those accusations against Hastings until
of the period of five years for which he had been appointed I vinrs later in 1789 when Burke founded a charge (No. III)
of Parliament.! Happily they failed, and Hastings enjoyed 88 I, and failed to convince the House'of Lords, which
and a half years of power from September 1776 to February Suminly nequitted Hastings in the matter. That fact is often
which enabled him to save the nascent British empire in B . " o o
from destruction and to establish it upon firm, well-laid foundal umar prosecuted for conspiracy. To come hack to

The case of Nandkumar. The most famous incident offiMitn, After Nandkumar had made his accusations in March,
personal struggle between Hastings -and his hostile collcagul iy und Barwell retorted in April by bringing a charge of
the case of Maharaja Nandkumar (Nunconlal?)‘ ) the wealthy@plinoy against him and others. _The ease came before all 1.]'.(*..
influential Brahman who was executed for forgery On'Aug el ol the Supreme Court, who in their capacity of justices of
1775. That case, like the other incidents of the struggle, I jwnee considered the evidence for a whole day (April 20)
biographical rather than historical interest, which means tha@ i w.in. to 11 p.m., and allowed Nandkumar and the Oth(:‘l'
execution.of Nandkumair in jtself was a matter of no impor Wil persons to be on bail till the 28rd3  On the 21st Franecis
so far as the history of India is concerned. The immense § (el and the extracts from Barwell’s letters in Stephen; the
which the case assumes in English literature and in the e ol Nm::-mnar, chap. xvii, and sundry passages in Gleig, not to speak

! His term of office was subsequently extended from year to yeath!i tluviinents of the trial and the impeachment proceedings.
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and his colleagues were shameless enough to pay an offidl

on Nandkumir. On the 23rd Hastings was bound over to P
at the next assizes. The trial took place in July, when
defendants were acquitted of conspiring against Hasting
Nandkumir and a Mr. Fowke were convicted of conspiracy
Mr. Barwell.

Nandkumar prosecuted for forgery. Before July cai
things had happened. On May 6 Nandkumar had been 4
on a charge of forgery preferred by one Mohan Parshad, :
for a party in a civil suit. On that date, after an invesl
lasting from 9 a.m. to nearly 10 p.an., Judges Hyde and Le }
acting in their capacity as Justices of the Peace, cor
Nandkumar for trial on’ the charge of forgery and lodged
jail. The proceedings for forgery arose naturally out of
civil suit, and the complainant had decided to prosecute evoll
the Supreme Court was established. The delay which n
prosceution coincident in time with the conspiracy case wii

by the dilficulty in getting hold of the document allegeld

forged. Marshman truly observes that the coincidence
was ‘ purely accidental °.

Trial and execution of Nandkumizr, é‘hc actual
Nandkumar, for forgery began on June 9, and-lasted untif
on the 16th.) The Court never adjourned, sitting in the
season of th€ year even on Sunday the 11th, from 8 a.m.
at night, and on the last day until 4 a.m. All the four july
present throughout, Hyde and Le Maistre asking more
than Impey or Chambers. Nandkumér challenged eightea
on the panel whom he suspected of being unfavourable to |
was convicted by a unanimous jury of twelve Huropean
rule prohibiting the appearance of counsel for the defence
cases was relaxed in his favour, and probably he would li
acquitted but for the evident perjuries committed in hiy
which made a deep impression on the jury. No man ¥
a fairer or more laborious trial. The fairness of his trial ix
relevant issue. All the judges agreed as to the legality
proceedings, and their law seems to have been correct.
special share in the proceedings which fell to Impey
summing up, a task performed by him fairly and i
After conviction legal objections were heard, so that senll
not passed until June 24, and the execution was defup
August 5. The Court could not recommend the home uil
under the provisions of the Charter to grant a reprieve, |
the judges were satisfied that the conviction was right,
petition for respite disclosed no legal grounds for action, (
Monson, and Franeis refused positively to take any st}
obtaining a reprieve.

Comment. Hastings had nothing to do with the |
Impey simply did his duty, which he shared with throe. '
colleagues. The prisoner was convicted, not by the |ill
by an independent sworn jury, who alone had the tagk |
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by means of the Governor-general’s casting vote, and that |

1777 General (Sir John) Clavering made a rash attempt

on the office of Governor-general, in the belief that it hal

vacated by the supposed resignation of Hastings. A da
crisis extending over four days was ended by the decision
Supreme Court that Hastings had never actually resigned ¢

consequently no vacancy existed to be occupied by Si

Clavering. A few months later, in November, Clavering a
In August 1780 the Governor-general, in accordance wilh .
of honour observed at the time, fought a duel with Frant
was wounded and went home after his recovery.l Ile |
revenge later.

The executive government and the Supreme Court.
entering on the history of the relations between Iastings
native states and the story of the Mardtha and Carnaiil
it will be: convenient to notice in some detail the violent

between the Supreme Court and the executive which cail

head in 1780, long after the recovery by the Governor-go
his power in council. For several years the exccutive
Court had usually kept on good terms, in spite of the di
caused by the imperfect constitution of the governmi
unsuitability of the Court and its Iaw to the country, and th
of the Regulating Act to determine the jurisdiction and
of the Court, or to protect adequately the powers which
executive government must keep in its own hands. |
declared in December 1774 that

¢ the court of justice is a dreadful clog on the government, by ]
God the head of it is a man of s » and moderation, In atl
a choice could not have heen made of & man more disposed
and avoid mischief, which, however, is not wholly in his power,
sorry for it.

In the following year, 1775. the Governor-general recq
desire that the Chief Justice might be given cither ©a
oceasional seat at the Council Board ® for purposes of Iy
and legal advice, thus foreshadowing the appointment of
.Member, which was not carried out until Macaulay was i)
in Lord William Beéntinck’s time. In 1777, as already
Court unanimously supported Hastings against the violent
tion attempted by Clavering, impartially condemming ab |
time a foolish resolution passed by Hastings and Bar
Clavering had forfeited his seat in council.

* “My antagonists sickened, died, and fled. [ maintained
unchanged, neither the health of my body, nor the vigour of iy
a moment deserted me ° (Confidential lette l ]
September 18, 1786, in Gleig, iii. 304). The ex aordinary |
Madras between Lord Pigot, the governor, and his council
featurgs in common with the case of Hastings. Tt occurred (i
The affair was too complicated and local to merit detailed diu
this work. Tt could not be made intelligible without full ey
the particulars. '
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there had continued for

Charles IT by the Portu

of no political importance. The territory
confined to the narrow limits of the island of Bombay and

or Fort Victoria, ceded in 1756 by the Marathis in excha
Gheria. B 1(1?1 1775 the President in Council of Bombay, w

ambitious,(sought to acquire the neighbouring island of Sy
twenty-eight miles distant, which hi
taken by the Marathas from the Portuguese some years d
resolved to attain that object by

and the port‘of Bassein

The Bombay government
vening in domestic Marithj politics and supporting one
claimants to the office of Péshwa, then in dispute. The govep
at Calcutta was not consulted in the first instance un

intervention of the Bombay government.

the First Maritha War, which lasted until the treaty of Si
1782.1

Origin of the First Maraths War. The temptation g

e Bombay government succumbed arose in. this way.
Rao, the fourth Péshwa, an able man, and the last to exercis
personal authority, died in 1772, and was suceceded by tk
Péshwa, N drayan Rao, who after nine months was murdere
adherents of his uncle, Raghunath Rao, commonly called |
Civil war ensued between the partisans of the Regent, ag
an infant alleged, and probably with truth, to be s
soit of Nirdyan Rio on the one side,
who denied the child’y claims, on t
the aid of the Bombay governmen 0
Sidsette and Bassein, When he fail
Homlt people took possession of Salsette, and compelled
who was in difficulties, to sign the treaty of Surat, acknow
the rights of Bombay to both places. The local governi
thus involved in a war with the Regency, in the course ¢
Colonel Keating won a battle at Aras (Adas, Arras) in th
district of Gujarat, at a heavy cost in casualties to his s
i d Purandhar : conventio !
his colleagues had come into pow
approving strongly of the Bombay broceedings they sent |
tory orders to stop the war and recall Colonel Keating,
with the concurrence of Hastings, dispatched an envil
Upton) who made with the Marathas a disadvantageous ¢
called the Treaty of Purandhar (1776). As it was never

1 (It is best to treat all the hostilities between 1775 and 1742 1
war, the First Maratha War: ome writers prefer to confir
the proceedings ending with the'treaty of
continued to display an insubordinate spiri
full knowledge of the new law, and strongly resented the autocril I
of the Governor-general and Council.” “Madras was equally
control, and often from less respectable motives,

of the president Ay
i L]

gt willi the force, losing courage,
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@ s need not be recited. Four months later came a dispatch

tliw Directors approving of the treaty of Surat with Ragoba.
1TH the Bombay government were emboldened by another
fram home to renew their alliance with Ragoba, who had
il uuccesses, and to send an expedition towards 1’001{3. It
with disaster, and was corgpellleg to surrender. L(l)]gne]l
b whi s i as the Civil Commissioner or Ppolitica
R, acting 4 concluded the disgraceful
Wition of Wargaon (January 1779), which actually stipulated
g tish hostages as sceurity for the restoration to the
Willn of all acquisitions made since 1778, al_ld for the s11rren<_ier

ulin, Ie relieved the British from the disgrace of betraying
I luking refuge with Sindia and arranging terms with him.
W bonrse the convention was repudiated by the Directors,
Hik allicers concerned were dismissed. Hastings observed
ifm docwment * almost made me sink with shame when I

limul'n expedition. Hastings having rccovered power,
il iwhave, felt bound to retricve the disgrace and support
v overnment to the best of his ability. He conceived

i ; :C
' 1"‘ ;in}lm ol dispatching a Bengal force right across India

states and country then unknown, under the con-
' Colonel Leslie, and then of Colonel (General)
Bt The cxpeditionary force of more than 6,000 sepoys
Hlﬂhlu-nli officers, and cncumbered, as was the fashion

i, by i erowd of camp followers and t}'ud(-.,r,s‘. number-
' l H,000." being admirably led, reached Surat in safety.

! I'mnl e
it

an
Gaikwar of Baroda, which continued unhroken
Ll s bwoguent troubles. . ] .

W 0l Gwiilior. His brilliant operation was supported
HEE wilinirably conducted expedition sent by Hastings
1} Ludin, Tn August 1780 Major 'Po_ph.am most cleverly
e wlreng fortress of Gwialior at night and took: ]]‘..
SIS minn.  Celonel Camac succeeded in surprising

s frightening him. p
“‘"Iﬁnllmi.” Towards the close of 1779 the Nizam had

Wilition embracing all the Marathi princes. except
I Wl inchiading Haidar Ali of Mysore,_ in the hopt_es o_t
ANE rowing English power. _The principal M.urath‘:}
SR, nod the Raja of Nigpur was bought o_ﬂ.

W titeulened by the successtul nuu‘c]} of :m_]iengn}
Ll Pearse by land through 700 miles 0’1 almost
LY, il exploit second only to Goddard’s march
loly, peace was arranged with the aid of Maha;
£ blest and most powerful of the Maratha chiefs.

By 1779 Goddard occupicd Ahmadabad and made

With tho

S 1T, . 2536 . ;
WY in Nigari characters) should be spelt as in the
8l the elisetf Madho or Madhava are in error.

T
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execution of the compact. The transaction greatly en
his influence, so that his power grew rapidly. He trained in
in the European fashion under foreign oflicers and by thei
became for a few years the arbiter of Hindostan. Iasti

been criticized for his indifference to the aggrandizement of

but the fact was that he could not afford to quarrel with the Mi

chief.

Count de Boigne. The most celebrated of the forcign gal
employed by Sindia was Count de Boigne, whose¢ remaf

career may conveniently receive a passing notice in this

Monsieur de Boigne, after service in the French and Rj

armies, made his way to

in 1778 at the age of tW
seven and obtained a ca

sion as ensign in a
infantry regiment. W
employed he narrowly e
from being involved in B
disaster in 1780,
the British army, he
various ways of maki
fortune, and finally
down to Sindin’s servi
served his master wal
loyally, and was the p
instrument in establish
hadajrs temporary I
over Hindostan. In
after his principal’s
de Boigne left India,
tired to his native placey
béry in Savoy. In the
of his Indian advenl
had accumulated witho
honour immense wealth, much of which he expended on ¢4
institutions and maunicipal improvements in his birthplace
rulers of France and Savoy loaded him with well-deserva
and distinctions. In 1830 he died in his eightieth year,
de Boigne was the worthiest of the many Kuropean fr
or military adventurers who swarmed at Indian courts
latter half of the eighteenth and the earlier years of (N
teenth century.

Two contested incidents. Before entering upon the
of the Second Mysore War and describing the heroic oM
of Hastings and Sir Eyre Coote to save the Carnatic from
of Haidar Ali and his son and to counteract the corrupf |
tence of the Madras local government, it will be advisable Iy
with some fullness of detail two hotly contested incidenis
career of Hastings. The incidents are his treatment of Hil '
Singh of Benarves and his extraction of a large sum, sujp#

COUNT DE BOIGNE.

R

RAJA CHAIT SINGH

#0 bioen about 76 lakhs of rupees, from the coffers of the
i@iin of Oudh. Both affairs were the outcome of the pressing
ailties, political and financial, which beset the Governor-
aul during the terrible years from 1778 to 1782. No fair
dininl ean be passed upon his actions unless the existence
e dilticulties be constantly present to the mind of the reader
s Loy,
WA Chait Singh. The action of the Governor-general
Which the 1st article of impeachment was based was as
. B
loik thie war with France broke out in 1778 and the British
S0 Win in itaminent danger, the Governor-general-in-Couneil
tnl from laja Chait Singh, the ruler of Benares and adjoining
«winl_war contribution of five lakhs of rupees (then
.) An equal sum was exacted in each of the two
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LTS
B b il The Raja naturally disliked such demands, and
L lelaved remittances that the government found difficulty
i Lalonel Camac’s detachment.  The Raja also failed to
A0 horsemen at the disposal of the authorities for the

i ol Wihikr, s provinee adjoining his territory, as demanded by
0 Lle, the commander-in-chief. Hastings suspected that
h iﬁ win plunning revolt, and was well assured that he had
48 01 hoth men and money.  He regarded Chait Singh’s delay
W puymenl of the special contribution in 1780 and his

O Bl hiorsemen in the same year as acts of contumacy
Wenlly, holding that the Raja, as a zemindar or large
o0 wnider the sovereignty of the Company, was bound to
suppork to his superior in time of stress, in accordance

| rmluhlb»lml usage. In his Narrative Hastings frankly

L e viensidered Cheit Sing as culpable in a very high

S irdn our state, and his punishment . . . as an example
il policy required. .. . In a word, T had determined

Wi puy largely for his pardon, or to exact a severe

fr hiw pust delinquency.” In pursuit of that resolve
it to levy a fine of 40 or 50 lakhs, and com-

Ain lintention to his colleague, Mr. Wheler. No demand

B Wi ever nctually made, and nobody except Mr. Wheler

! Uovernor-general’'s intention.  Hastings went (o
Sutita his plans, repelled the humble advances made

sl prdered his arrest, to which Chait Singh sub-

A tumult arose, in the course of which a number

i Mpoys were killed, Hastings was obliged to fly to

iF Clinne,  After considerable fighting Chait Singh

i compelied to take refuge among the Marathas.

ik | '.'"" i relative was installed in his place. The
Iirl ¢ linds 1aken in his fort as prize-money, so that
ey renched the Treasury. The new Raja was
Sveiie a2 sum nearly double that paid by Chait
SpEived of the power to coin money, as well as of
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civil and criminal jurisdiction over Benares city, and of cri
jurisdiction in the whole of his country.2

The main issue. For those proceedings Hastings was impes
on the allegation of Pitt that his conduct was ¢ cruel, ui
and oppressive’) The main issue taken was the status of
Chait Singh. eWas he an independent sovereign prince or a
zemindar ? It was conclusively established that he wag .
a zemindar, not an independent prince, although allowed the ¢
tional privilege of coining money. His possession of civil
criminal jurisdiction proved nothing, because under the Mu
madan governments all large zemindars exercised such Jurisdig
The sovercignty of the Benares province undoubtedly had
vested in the Company from 1775). It is also certain that
Singh was an illegitimate son of his predecessor, and thy
succession was due to the personal initiative of Hastings.

Criticism. Concerning the justice and propriety of the
taken by Hastings my opinion is that the grave nccessities
situation justified the demand of exceptional war subsidies
a subordinate ruler in the position of Raja Chait Singli ;
could have afforded to pay them without undue strain ;
could have supplied and ought to have furnished the 1,000 |
men finally demanded ; and that Hastings was injudicio
imprudent in arresting the Raji, whom he treated with im)
harshness. The proposed fine of 40 or 50 lakhs was oxo
Alt legitimate objects apparently could have been attained w
violeace.  No praise can be tog great for the encrgy and
shown by Hastings in dealing with the outbreak produced
arrest, of the | Probably the excessive severity practis
inicnded by | ngs was partly due to his personal reseil
against the R&aja for having sought to curry favour wi
hostile members of council whike they were in power. The
ol Hastings in the business, whatever they may have b
not deserve impeachment, and his acquittal on the Benares
by a large majority of the Lords was right.

Affair of the Bégams of Oudh, The next case for col
tion is that of the cxaetion of about 76" lakhs of rupees fii
Bégams_of Oudh, the mother and grandmother of the
Vizier, Asafu-d daula, and the employment of severities 1o
the eunuchs in charge of the treasure to disgorge..

Abstract of the facts. The Company always had had 4
bill pending against the Nawiab-Vizier for arrcars of suhsie
for the maintenance of the troops who scecurcd his ol
against external aggression in the midst of wars, The |
Asafu-d daula, was a wretched, worthless creature, wholly i
of governing and surrounded by gangs of greedy adyil
Indian and European. In 1781 the arrears were piul

! Benares oceupied a special position as the head-quarters of |
and the resort of princes and people of all ranks from every purl
50 that the proper administration of the city was a mattér of i
local concern.
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V. ind the requirements of the Maritha, Benares, and Carnatic
hiil exhausted the Company’s treasury. After the suppression
L Chait Singh, Hastings met the Nawab at Chunar and
Al o treaty or a ch it was hoped that the
I diificulties might be adjusted and the Company’s necessi-
Hitislied. - Hastings undertook to clear the European adven-
it of Oudh and to relieve the Nawab of a portion of the
My cluirges.  The Nawab not only agreed but expressed
L desire to resume the Jagirs, or grants of lands made to the
A il oth recover his father’s treasure
i e d to retain in 1775, with the
hostile to Hastings. In 1781
r that the complicity of the Bégams in
Slh's revolt was fully established and warranted the
wliation ol the arrangement made in 1775 by which the ladies
o illowed to retain the treasure subject to a Payment in
Stion ol all demands amounting to 30 lakhs (also stated as
i he Nawab was required actually to resume the Jagirs
invee the treasure he naturally hesitated to take Proceedings
B suel near relatives, and the Resident, Mr. Middleton,
Y1 infaree compliance, , Hastings, being determined to get
S Lo the € old women ’ who, as he observed, ¢ had very
ol e destruction ', Wrote severe reproofs to Middleton
UTeT The screw was then applied vigorously. e
& e al Kyzabad was oceupied by troops, and the ladies
W albendants, although not personally mishandled, were
b ol in venience. Their two confidential eunuchs in
dL e treasure were placed on short commons, lightly
S pethngs beaten.  The Resident certainly handed them
i Niawib to do what he pleased with them. By those
o which any Hindu or Muhammadan government would
S s normal, the money was obtained and the debt
iy was cleared off. During the operations Hastings,
= Ladeutizs, was not personally cognizant of the details
Y b Lo vinployed. How far he would have sanctioned
Wil iloes not appear. Tt is beyond doubt that no grave
Wy was inflicted on the eunuchs, who lived rich and
Tin During the impeachment the
ithe numerous persons who sent in unsolicited
i testimonials in favour of Hastings while

8 progress,
I ll LIt urgent necessities of the time be remembered
" WY Lo oonsidered to have been justified in cancelling the
B Winctioned by his hostile colleagues in 1775, and in
on the Bégams to make
S Uhe severities used by his agents without his
Crinl Kinawledge, while not legitimate according to
Milnrds of conduct, were thoroughly in accordance
Hitioe wond would have been regarded by Indian
kil The Bégams themselves bore no

PRI winonnt of pressure

mpnsures,
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‘ritics should remember
i i 1gh treatment. | Critics s BT
mal_llce f?;.eti‘lgéi:nﬁfnd?zys, and within my nwn.experui,(x)l;{vi;a:it
o quf honour in India not to pay money until co};ﬂ:p Ji2g
£ p[?lligflo Landholders with the cash tied up in their wais
ap 5

1d submit to be beaten in order to satisfy the public opinil
wou

: > admit
i hey would pay out the land revenuc ac
g fellov;g besfovl;;;; f?iniliar with such practices andfmust;
ﬁug. thggsaltn%he back of his mind when he abstained from
a,

questions about the exact degree of coercion applied to the p

i i he subject o
¢ business, which formed_t e
at F}éza%z(:'e ggl(é]le impeachment, was ludlcrousl‘y %‘lgﬁ"
sec(;rtll ci‘osé{zutors and made an excuse for much }‘d\;il ‘f’hc ¢
%rle Lfolx?ds had the good sense to acquit Hastings o
by a majority of 23 to 6.
Second Mysore War.

i i ings—the Sccond Mysore
lirection of Ilastings mestnd S
};.he lﬁeniﬁilla;ﬁy for the defence of ‘_uhe Cd:l‘ll;l,tl‘(, ;l(,ﬁll;lll;fl,b:i
‘fll'lg-n,ndI his son Tippoo (Tipi), but 1nv01v.mg,‘ V.}{r lwl v‘va,r
milli;:'mrv operations and political transactions. 3
from July 1780 to March 1784.

Capture of the French settlements. Irance having |

ric B 108
1 forces with those of the revolted American colon
ter 508

leclared i 8. Harly il
England was declared in ].77. A2y
Ei?)t;lwgi'nﬂl::ax:ningas Igeceived by the Govfr;'u:-l-if(:ﬁ;:;trl 1'i|
’ ich had been opened for a short t
-the overlan&tﬁggié%. W}}f‘(ﬁlé French settlements W‘(:.l"e. p:m
a,h'(‘:acll{yd mand Pondicherry fell after a gallant rftl:\f;:(tu.
iﬁ‘ll: I?rénch e %ahé Orilct)?te x(il::)l‘ﬁ?nﬁoa’:vus clistn
; : er a s supation, w
%ewsaasnﬁ:ségﬁnifg ‘}f:i%’a? A(ii as a port thl‘(ﬁlg‘h F:P{l‘cg"lﬁg\:l
i g British attack upon the place ¢
Sl}pp’%ﬁs,nigsﬂi%ﬁr:l}ﬁild, the governor of Madrasq,‘ ()Ep;:-l
Sir tif,’n for that reason, but was overruled by :1rr e};mn
Olileor 3;'( It bound to carry out the orders of the home gov
w > .
i deracy. 8 g h
lﬁotslfg?’ofﬁ;{?on in ¥779 of a confederacy El%(lﬁlbsogg(
E 1athe Nizam, including both the Marathas‘a%g(n nvf oy
’rgr the Nizam’s resentmgn.tkfm’r th%h:;;mr(:g.ﬁltr;l St
District i hern Sarkars. 3 nt
plsfﬁftl\;?z;g?sngﬁic;, but the Rumbold pu,pm:sl .shct);;/“
g}@ leasure had been aroused at an earlier d(:xlerr)lymemﬂ.
-;}Ie:n to his enemy Ragoba by the Bombay ‘g eEnmerSy
%l p'roject which Hastings had p(l;z{l{neil' f;z):' l:; g(iving ‘4
Mari a Raja of Nagpur. In 178 :zs,ln_k: by gi "
Eggf;;?(lllt}?; JI?eutralitg;r) of the Nizam, who was offended hy
Ali’s intrigues at Delhil

2 Indio, v
s see Marshman, Ihstot]/ of el
18291;023;13?21)0;25%2 Rumbold’s book, 4 Findication . .

Hiintained.

The way has now been cleared fi

tudy of the last and most strenuous campaign conducted b as the sovereign of the Carnatie,
stu

‘e, Thornton observes that at that time

W with a foree

I, and committed horrid crueltjos on a s

lilants, notwithstanding his savagery, see
Wr Ali to their

The current histories ganera‘lli.' ;

Hiituct amounted

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS

Ihe Madras government,
T'homas Rumbold

541,

: The Madrag govern
n 1779 Tepeatedly sent warnings to Bengal
id as to be feared ang that the Ioea]
cient to meet i, But in January 1780
that ‘I am convinced from Hyder’s conduct and
he will never molest us while we breserve a good

trstanding with him °, Thomas Rumbolq
I in bad health : i

il to the same opinion and

Both Hastix

. Although the Madrs government was torg
nsions and saturated with corruption, there jg excellent reason
believing that the charges of personal corruption against Sir

mnas Rumbold were unfounded, The weakness

uls of the local administration consequent on the rotten system

‘louble government ’, which stil] recognized the worthless

Poisoned the whole policy
the claboration of adequate measures for

) \ | : the moral atmosphere
dras “ was pestilential ; corruption revelled unrestrained. . .

ot wonderful that where public spirit and Public decency
ulike extinet, the government should have been  neithey
nor strong’  The Nawal was wholly in the hands of

baneful influence dominated the Madras

Vasion by Haidar Ali,

ment under

by interna]

idras and prevented

v-lenders, whose
il

In June y780 Haidar Ali moved
Seringapatam hig capital, and deseended on the Carnatie

of 70,000 or 80,000 men, including a body of
hitndred Europeans under Lally junior. e pPlundered Porto
Wi well as Conjeeveram, distant Iess-than tifty miles from the

Vstematic plan. The

m to have preferred
own Nawab, and furnish

ed the invader with
Intion which wag refused to the British defenders of Muham-
1.

1§ stripped so bare that th

€ most necessary
a small

army were almost unprocurable. The
nder the command of Sir Hector Munro, numbering only
#.000 men. was continually hampered by lack of money

Ahd transport. The commander-in-chief, then fifty-four
ol

‘12e, was no longer the man he had been at Buxar. Indecd,
almost to imbecility, so that Marshman

¢ the dastardly Munro °,

Hinately, Iaidar Ali was 16£t 1o fight his battles alone. The

Il gave him no Support. The Maritha chiefs in Orissa

lought over by Hastings, who was clever enough to per-

them to allow the passage through their territory of g

" Hiunbold (London, Longmans, 1868)., Rumbold went to Europe
ik medieal advice,

Hees him ag

T3
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reinforcement under Colonel Pearae wivich marched from Ber'””"‘ing the restoration of Gujarit, Salsette, and Bassein.® It

by land.

Disaster of Colonol Baillie.
appalling and apparently whally wnne
British army. Colonel Baillic, who we :hing with 2,813
from Guntiar, subsequently raised to 20 by a reinforcen
in order to join Munro, who had 5,209, was overwhelmed by Hi

ry disaster befell

Ali’s son Tippoo near Conjeeveram, although the commandel

Munro’s excuses fo
and unconvincing,

chief was only about two miles distant,
failure to succour Baillie were feeblo
Baillie’s leadership was marred by errors. The detachment
surrounded fought so gallantly “that out of eighty-six B
officerS engaged only sixteen surrendered unwounded.

and all the survivors who were taken prisoners suffered unspeald

ill treatment.
of the victims.

Action of Hastings. A special dispatch vessel brought
ill news to Bengal. The spirit of Hastings rose nobly to the oce:i
Forsaking all other plans he resolved to hasten peace witl
Marathas and to send every man and every rupece he could
to save the Carnatic. Within three weeks Sii Eyre Coote
dispatched by sea with fifteen lakhs of rupees, about four hui
Europeans and some gunners, a thonsand men in all, while
detachment under Pearse marched by land. The corrupl
incompetent governor of Madras, a person named Whitehill,
suspended, and every possible measure was taken to repait
mismanagement. Space fails to narrate in detail the ineiden
the melancholy war which followed. Its unpleasant story |
deemed by acts of heroism which may be read in the pag
Wilks.

Battle of Porto Novo. After several months of inefi
operations Haidar Ali was brought to bay at Porto Ny
July 1, 1781, and decisively defeated by Coote, with
estimated at 10,000 killed and wounded. The casualliy
the British side were only 806. It is curious to find thi
this occasion Sir Hector Munro, who served under Cools,
praised for °conduct equally spirited and active®, a sl
contrast with his behaviour in the matter of Baillic’s din
General Stuart, who afterwards displayed utter incompei.i
commander-in-chief, also was commended for highly merifs
service.

Other less decisive
and Sholinghur.

Lord Macartney. Lord Macartney, a nobleman of el
able distinction, who had been sent out from FEngland in thi
that he might reform Madras, took charge of the local govar
just before the battle of Porto Novo. He strongly disapi
of the Maratha war, and was so eager for peace that he sent &
improper letter to the Maratha chiefs, offering to guaranis
treaty that might be arranged by the Governor-gen«iil

The painful details have been recorded by sel

successes were gained by Coote at 1

Pl
P Hughes, resulting in much damage to both combatants

Witounding that a subordinate administration should have
Hit, necessarily produced strained relations between the govern-
and the southern presidency continued
}\' 1\ the penalty for official friction in high places.

tiniral de Suffren. In the course of 1782 the hopes of Haidar
| Wire raised by the appearance of a powerful French squadron
dir the command of Admiral de Suffren (Suffrein), an able
Five actions were fought between him and Admiral Sir

O Seplember 10, 1780‘£n il to issue such a document. The blunder, which did not stand

ik of Bengal and Madras,

ot decisive result. The interruption of sea-borne supplies
Wil n distressing famine at Madras and a large mortality. The
il iulmiral was accompanied by Bussy, then * gouty, worn out,
W ueralous °, and consequently quite useless.
Fallure and death of Haidar Ali. In December Haidar Ali
Wl the age of sixty.? Coote had been obliged by ill health
Wit to Calcutta, and General Stuart, his successor, lost the
JuitbiiLy presented by the passing of the ruler of Mysore.
Wlilie Ali knew before he died that he had failed. Whenever
Hil 1nok Coote in the field he had been beaten ; /the hopes of
~ il il had come to naught ; the Marithas, according to their
S il betrayed him, and even meditated an attack upon him
i Hhe worth 5 while the Nayars (Nairs) of Malabar were in
“l Deeply reflecting on this unprosperous aspect of affairs,’
Fnlved Lo give up his attempt to hold the Carnatic, concen-
S ik aitention on the western coast and the defence of Mysore.
Ll 1782 the Bombay government had dispatched Colonel
”J""" Jon (Mackenzie) to operate in Malabar. ~After the rains
S Al sent Tippoo to defend his western provinces. While
W thus engaged his father died. Ingenious arrangements
© Wle 1o conceal the fact of Haidar’s decease until Tippoo
0 il the suceession.
~ L iy befoee his death Haidar Ali had a talk with his minister
S (Maornen), whom he addressed in this remarkable language :

I DRV iinitted a

great error ; I have purchased a draught of spirits
B ol i lakh of pagodas 5 I shall pay dearly

for my arrogance :

B Lot [n recorded without comment by Mill (iv. 157), who seems

Ll ieonscious of the enormity of Lord Macartney’s offence.

~ i e, the interference of Caleutta sometimes was practised
i:‘iulmp Wiy,

i
If } ~ el the date of his death as December 7 (reprint, ii. 33). Robson
= LUl s November 9. The eoncealment of the event for a time
I el doubts concerning the exaet date. Thornton, Forrest,
1 Cl ol bilier authors state erroneously either that Haidar Ali
S ol cighty or at a very advanced age. It is certain that he
. 1 hisving been born in 1722,
8 plnins the meaning of the exact terms used. A lakh of
St £40,000.

I
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between the English and e thore
satisfaction, but not sutlicient e foy war, amld 1 might have made {
my friends in spite of Mubsuomad AL Uhe st treacherous of men.

defeat of many Braithwaites wnd Baillics will ol destroy them. I
ruin their resources by lund, buf. I o
first weary of a war in'which { can gnin woi hing by fighting.’

wore perbipe mutual grounds of

He concluded by lamenting how he had been deceived by
Marathas and disappointed by the French. Colonel Braithwe
when encamped with about 2,000
had been surrounded by a superior force under Tippoo and sulls
the fate of Baillie, early in 1782.

HYDER ALLY CAWN,

Satuavg i s Dacbar

HAIDAR AL,

Sir Kyre Coote died in 1783, a few months after the deces
his antagonist.

Character of Haidar Ali. Haidar Alj in the south and It
Singh in the north were the ablest of the fieree adventurers
rose to power during the turmoil of the cighteenth century.,
were illiterate and absolutely unscrupulous. Haidar Al hl
religion, no morals, and no compassion. He relicd on
terrorism and strict personal supervision of every act of g
ment. “No person of respectability’, it was said, ‘ ever I
house with the expectation of returning safe to it,” and the
officers in his service were liable to brutal floggings.! He
five languages fluently and ordered his affairs with regularil)

! On one oceasion he flogeed his son Tippoo severely in public. (4
Akbar’s more private buffeting of Prince Salim.

not dey up the sea, and 1 mus

men in the Tanjore territ

Liling to glance for

CHARACTER OF HAIDAR ALI

Il dispatch. Like Akbar, he remedied his lack
Wittion by a memory of extraordinary power.
oith complicated arithmetical caleulations with accuracy equal
| {linekness superior to that of an expert accountant. He was
Huil in the necessary art of appreciating character, and may be
il 1 have justly earned his success in those wild times by the
Jtionly of his personal endowments as compared with those
iiu rqually wicked but less able rivals. No Indian politician in
W days pretended to have any principles. Each one of them
it tor his own hand with undisguised selfishness.
fnd of Carnatic war ; peace of Versailles.
a moment at
dabiir, it will be well to dispose
lippy dissensions between Lord
e of Madras, and General Stuart, a ¢ King’s officer ?, holding
{inission directly from the Crown, paralysed the operations .
Mudiis territory and imperilled the safety of the army. A force
Aiilng Cuddalore, where French and Mysorean troops had
L ieluge, was even in danger of being lost when news arrived
Al 1788 that peace between France and England had been
sl b Versailles.d The combatants in India made no attempt
i All wilitary operations ceased
s the date of the close of the Second
ic was concerned,
Mlance of Mangalore. Tippoo not being a party to the Ver-
0 vompact, the war in Malabar continued. The Bombay
CiiHes appointed General Matthews to the supreme command,
elidents of the contest included the taking of Bedniir (Bednore)
Lilinel Maeleod and its recaptureé by Tippoo, as well as many
W nleresting happenings deserving of notice if space permitted.
st notable event was Colonel Campbell’s gallant defence
‘l Wilere, ¢ a common country fort of the fourth or fifth order ’5
h rl hold out until reduced by famine. General Macleod’s
¢ 1o relieve the place may be reckoned as the most scandalous
he campaign. which was marked by more than onc
: { srapbell’s dtfence, which was at least equal to Clive’s
L performance at Arcot, had not the good fortune to receive
W Diriltiant literary applause and is rarely remembered or
AT
Sity of Mangalore. Although Tippoo had gained consider-
Wienses, his resources were much exhausted by long con-
Wi and his capital was threatened by Colonel Fullarton, who

545

of formal
He could go

Before pro-
the subsidiary operations in
of the war in the Carnatic.
Macartney, the Company’s

Sy ane unofficial hostilities.
Wl 2 which, according
rnrr War, so far as the Carr

Siliies as by Gardiner, ealled t Treaty of Paris.
P hstion of the resources of Haidar Ali and Tippoo is explained
i remarks of Mr. Verelst contained in a letter to the Directors
il 25, 1768, which throw much light on the growth of British
lin. The writer dilates on * the general indigence of the

" and proceeds :

It consequence of these eireumstances has been, that the
jners find their finances narrow, and their treasures unequal to
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had occupied Coimbatore with i 3,000 men
planned campaign. A strong, courageous government at Mad
might have dictated an advantageous treaty. Unfortuna
Lord Macartney, who desired Pcace almost at any price, allo
himself to be manceuvred into the attitude of a suppliant.
advance of Colonel Fullarton was stopped, and envoys were §
to the camp of Tippoo, where they were treated with ali
incredible insolence, to which they tamely submitted. At |
when Tippoo realized the danger of being attacked by both
British and Marathas, and feared that the patience even of
long-suffering Lord Macartney might be exhausted, he gracia
signed the treaty of Mangalore on March 11, 1784. The docu
provided for mutual restitution of conquests and the liberi
of the surviving prisoners in the hands of the Sultan. Tij
gave up 180 officers, 900 European soldiers, and 1,600 sey
2,680 in all. But the abject governor of Madras had not 8
enough to insist on a complete jail delivery, and some
izble victims were left in the tyrant’s hands to suffer a sad
ater.

Hastings, while loathing the disgraceful compact, and resc
the insults which attended its exeeution, lacked the cordial su
of the ministry in England, and was not in a position to
ratification. ¢ What a man is this Lord Macartney !° he exclail
‘I yet beli¢ve that, in spite of the peace, he will effect the lu
the Carnatic.’?

Thus ended in dishonour the Second Mysore War

. and had devised a

closed in March 1784. Such g Peace carried within it the
ol & new war, which duly followed in the days of Lord Corn
The Madras government, disobeying express instructions to ney
on the basis of the treaty of Salbai, omitted to make any refu

the maintenance of 3 respectable army,
duration. Whenever, therefore, they are urged by ambition or ney
to enter on any expedition, they assemble new levies for the purpesi
the most unreficcting precipitancy ;Zi}(l)cy risk every thing on one can
because they seldom have resource

ment at all events, because the conse
than those which must ensue from the desertion, or sedition of an |
and disaffected army. iAs their troops are chiefly raw men and
they are without attachment to their general, or confidence in each
avariety of subordinate commanders destroys all subordination and
ity ; and the certainty of beggary and starving, from the common
of war, throws a damp on the most ardent bravery.

These circumstances, I apprehend, gentlemen, have heen very il
sources of our repeated victories over these immense Asiatic armies,
have fled before a handful of your troops. ... A second, and no-less
for the security of our situation, is the discordancy of the principles,
and interests of the neighbouring powers. . . . The majority of the
princes of Hindostan have no natural right to the countries they |
(4 View, App., p. 101).

! Gleig, iii. 186.

\

or the prosecution of a war

T a second, and come to an v
quences of a defeat are less (i

- lN"‘llllU.{t

S0 el and at Madras.,
I © L rcin in office.

¥,
, includiny
Carnatic War terminated in July 1788, and the Malabar operils ¥
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Hastings had much trouble to persuade Sindia

! Il other Maratha leaders that he was not responsible for the
en to the Man(galore compact by the perverse

uhiis form iv
Cthent of

tulivement of Hastings. | The work of Hastings in India
Whintially closed when he gal willing assent to the humilia-
o lieaty of Mangalore. The Court of Proprietors, or general
“Hihy of the shareholders in the East India Company, gave
1 wliiest unanimous support, but Pitt, the Prime Minister, had
i hustile, and towards the close of 1784 intimated his dis-
il of several features in the policy of Hastings. The position
Hi Guvernor-general was much affected by the clash of parlia-
Hiaty parties.  In those days Indian affairs were the battle-
Wil ol the party leaders to a degree never known before or
1l is impossible in this place to go into details of the parlia-
Ay conflicts which ultimately led to the impeachment
Two India Bills prepared by Fox, the rival and
St b Pitt, were defeated in 1783, much to the satisfaction
ifmlhml.. But he equally disliked Pitt’s bill, which became
WL and clearly perceived that his resignation was desired.
Sl knowledge that his withdrawal from the Indian stage
rllumm-m, seriously weakened his authority both in the Cal-
Under such conditions he could not
He therefore resigned, and on February 1,
John Macpherson, who

R in council

e over charg Mo his colleague, Mr.
Hige in retirement.

/The life of Warren Hastings was
1 = q . ! 9 3 N TR
il alter his retirement from India for thirty-three years
Wi when he passed away at the age of eighty-five in
Wi lienour,  He never again took an active part in publie
v the vietim of the long-drawn agony of the impeach-
I Whin he went home he had every reason to believe that
0l eive the rewards justly due for his eminent services
il s country. The malice of Philip Francis, the
‘il ol Rurke, and the cold hostility of Pitt not only
ik ol his reward, but consumed his moderate fortune,
“ulud b to the fiercest ordeal of inquisition ever endured

i AR entn.
| ﬂlummt,he responsibility for his prosecution rests
causes legitimate astonishe
the words qf his colleague

} . 'whose decision still
00 whien viewed in the light of )

Silbiined in a letter dated March 21, 1787 addressed to
L

S nplensant cireumstance is the impeachment of Mr. Hastings.
1 live ot great credit from the undeviating fairness and
W which we have proceeded in it, but the proceeding is not
Wany ol our friends ; and of course from that and other
Ik pleasing to us ; but the truth is, when we examined
O e o charges against him with his defences, they were
- il the defences so perfectly unsupported, it was impossible

#
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not to concur ; and sonie of the charges will nnguestionably go to
House of Lords."!

That statement is open Lo mueh ey
impeaclmmnk belor Lo the doma Lo
tary polemics rather than to the history of India. It is sufhic
to chronicle the bare facts that the irind began on February
1788, and ended on April 23, 1795, with a verdict of acquitl

‘s, but gthe story of

that sixteen questions were put to the Lwenty-nine lords ¥

voted ; that the acquittal was unanimous in two cases, includ
the principal charges of corruption ; and that the minorit
favour of conviction on the other charges ranged from two to
The Court of Proprietors wished to give Hastings a pensiol
£5,000 and to pay his costs to the extent of £71,080, but Pitt
Dundas vetoed the proposed grants. The Directors muni
to give him an allowance sufficient to permit of his living at Da|
ford, an estate of 650 acres, as a benevolent country gentlema
decent comfort until the end. Throughout those long yean
maintained an attitude of dignified serenity, and when his
came died like a gentleman. The Horatian motto, Aens o
in arduwis, inscribed under one of the best known of his many

traits, indicates exactly his bearing in the face of adversit ﬁl

Character of Warren Hastings. Probabl
with tolerably accurate knowledge of the fac

no person equi
could now be

to deny thit the impeachment of Hastings was undeserved.

few ervrors, so far as they were real, were those of a states
exposed to imminent peril and beset by cmbarrassmen
complex that fallible human judgement was bound to err ocea
allv. Can any statesman be named who never made a mi
or perpetrated a job under pressure ? If Hastings desu
impeachment, how many potentates and prime ministers v
be entitled to impunity ? Hastings should be judged by
standard applicable to sovereigns or prime ministers. It |
possible to contest the truth of the observation of Lord Corn
that he was ‘ unjustly and cruelly persecuted ’. The foulng
the abuse heaped upon him by Burke and-the other orata
the prosecution would be incredible were it not recorded ta
everlasting shame.? The violence of Burke’s language w

1 Ross, Correspondence of Marquis Cornwalli
process of impeachment, which had many defec
obsolete and not likely to be revived. After the trial of Hastings
used only once when Dundas (Lord Melville) was the accused persai
too, was acquitted, in 1806. In an impeachment the House of Calt
prosecutes through the agency of managers, and the House of Lord#
a verdict after the manner of a jury. Kach peer votes separately,
his finding on his honour. For criticism of the statement by |
and the reasons for the apparent weakness of the defences see |
Selections, p. xv. Macaulay gives a brilliant deseription of the imji
scene at the opening of the trial. i

2 For an anthology of Burke’s flowers of specch see The Histary
Trial of Warren Hastings, Esq., part v, pp. 151—4 (London, 1796).

aphy, and parlian
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Wnling that on one occasion it drew down the grave censure
i House of Commons.

iwines Mill, who had devoted many pages to unsparing criticism
lie neis and policy of Hastings, felt himself constrained when
{iny the subject to pen a partial recantation and bear emphatic
Wuony to the rare gifts of the man whom he had treated so
It is true that the praise is qualified by the absurdly false
vment that Hastings ¢ had no genius, any more than Clive,
sliviies of policy in-
Wiy large views of the
, Wnd large anticipa-
s ol ihe future’. The
bl sunteary is the truth,
Jhitly who studies the
in nid minutes written
Hintings cannot fail to
Mihice the largencss of
i nind the breadth
B8 views., The some-
Whwilling eulogy pro-
il by Mill includes
illuwing propositions

W wny of the rulers of
: n] might be glad to have

Wl ugon his tom

,!- A8 povesniry, for th tis-
O 0l tiny own mind, dnd to
W Lo the fearof having
8 0 lwore unfavourable
St than I intended
shinietee and conduct,
Wk upen the reader the
g ol considering two
Fhe est is, that Mr,
Win placed in difli=
Wil neied upon by
Wi, v as few public
Wi lipers ealled upon to :
" wnid of this the preceding history affords abundant evi b

wul v, that no man, probably, who ever had a great share in
fent ot the world, had his public conduct so completely

il hud open to view. . . . It is my firm conviction, that if

M wnnie advantage with respect to other men, who have heen
Signpedd i the conduct of public affairs, and could view their

We cunipletely naked, and stripped of all its disguises, few of them
Wi, whose character would present a higher claim to indulgence

i peint of ability, he is bevond all question the most eminent

WL tlers whom the Company have ever employed, nor is there any
would not have succumbed under the difficulties, which,

1y rate sustained. . . . He was the first, or
ihe servants of the Company, who attempted to acquire -
# ol the natives, and who set on foot those liberal inquiries, ’“Q

WARREN HASTINGS
{in old age).

st
L’.‘,;
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into the language and literatuce of ihe
satisfactory knowledge of the present,
which consists in attaching Lo the Go
administration assuredly was popular,
natives in Bengal,’ 2

It is not easy to recognize as thc same man the tyral
oppressor depicted in such lurid colours by Burke, Sherida
Macaulay. ‘We may’, as Wilson remarks in a note, ‘ look now
wonder, not unmixed with contempt, upon the almost

Hindus' which have led

. He hiad the great art of 4
1or those who are governed
botlr with his countrymen ak

virulence with which he was assailed, and think of him in no

character than that of the ablest of the able men who have
to Great Britain her Indian Empire.’

Warren Hastings should not be treated as a man lucky e
to cscape convietion in court and qualified for the indulgel
superior persons. He is entitled to warm appreciation |
uncommon powers, and to the affectionate admiration of Eura
and Indians alike. As a young man he emerged unscathed
temptations to which his contemporaries succumbed, As u 1
man of forty he took charge of Bengal with absolutely u
hands. Throughout his official life he laboured unceasing|
the public good. Whatever judgement modern crities ma!
upon the propriety of certain aets of policy, nobody who
the facts can deny that Hastings gave his best to the servic
of England and of India.

His industry was almost superhuman, his resolution infi
his patience abounding, his courage imperturbable, and
dignity unfailing. Throughout the long years of the impeac
torture he bore with stoic equanimity the buffets inflicted by
men, and at last towards the close of his long life attained g
recognition of his merits,

In private life, as a contemporary truly said, ¢all wha
him loved him, and they who knew him most loved him
His generosity was inexhaustible and often oversteppe
bounds of prudence. It is impossible to read the letters
¢ beloved Marian > who shared his joys and sorrows for sa
years, or those addressed to intimate friends without feeli
charm as well as admiring the ability of the writer.

Hastings in his old age was indeed the Happy Warrior,

Who, if he rise to station of command,

Rises by open means ; and there will stand

On honourable terms, or else retire,

And in himself possess his own desire. . . .
! Add € and Muhammadans °.
* The admitted popularity of Hastings among the ¢ natives of |
is in itself a conclusive answer to the accusations of oppressia
oppressed do not love their tyrants.

¢ The extensive, although still very incomplete, publication |

private correspondence of Hastings produces the same effect on &
of his life. ‘Mr. Hastings’s tastes were essentially domestic,” as 4
spondent writes in Gleig, iii. 533.

PITT’S INDIA ACT

Whose powers shed round him in the common strife,
Or mild concerns of ordinary life,

A constant influence, a peculiar grace. . . .
tie who, though thus endued as with a sense
And faculty for storm and turbulence,

I+ yet a Soul whose master bias leans

‘I'o home-felt pleasures and to gentle scenes. . . .
\Yhom neither shape of danger can dismay,

Nor thought of tender happiness betray. .
‘I'bis is the Happy Warrior ; this is He
\Vhom every Man in arms should wish to be.

..

i's India Act. The Bills prepared by Fox having been re-
| Ly Lhe Lords,

Wher nnisters, Pitt found himself compelled to introduce and defend
Ui llice measures which he had’ denounced when in opposition.
Uikl gronind of attack on Fox’s Bill was its wholes_ale transfer of
e fiom the Company to nominees of the Crown. Pitt steered clear
I offence. He also avoided the appearance of radically
itution of the Company. But his measure was based
antial principle as that of his predecessor and rival, the
ng the Company in direct and permanent subordination

~ 1 esenting the British Government. . -
il ol 1784 begins by establishing a boqrd of six commissioners,
Lo lopmadly styled the ¢ Commissioners for the Affairs of India >,

~ 1 pupitarly known as the * Board of Control )

Ml et for a time and Pitt took part in its deliberations,
f s ceased to assemble, and its power was ex‘ergsed by
! 'h'. wieiber, the President. In modern times a similar fate
" Lllon the Board of Trade.! ! '
Hourd was given power ‘from time to time, to c_hecl;,
Wil nnd control all acts, operations, and concerns which in
. 1ulule to the civil or military government or revenues of
Hliries and possessions of the said United Company in the
Wil . At the same time a Committee of Secrecy was
sting of three Directors of the Company, through
ant communications from the Board were to be

" Wi, con

" Wi
1t remaining twenty-one Directors were excluded from

Lol pelitical power, and the Court of P_roprietors, vyhose
Sl Dl offended ministers, was restricted from inter-
Ll the decisions of the Board.

Wil of the Governor-general and Council over“tho minor presi-
o cnlirged, and was declared to extend to ““all such points
4 iy trunsactions with the country powers, or to war or peace,

Ml 0 M iry of State or the senior commissioner present was
Ll v ufficin, and without extra salury.  Dundas usually presided.
Wi wis changed in 1793, when the presidentship was made
ointment with a salary.’” Dundas continued to repain the
“ll! (Malcolm). He was created Viscount Melville in §802.

|}
/
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or to the appli(zul.inn n-nl Ehe revennes
of war .

An atterapt to stay the mevik:
dominion in Tndia wis miade by thi emphatic declaration th
bursue schemes of conquest and extension of dominion in In
measures repugnant to the wish, the honour, and policy «
nation’, and by the formal positive enaclment that
¢ it should not be lawtful for the Governor-general and his council,

express authority and ¢
of the Court of Directors

the secret committee, to
war, or commence hostilildd

enter into any treaty for

war, against any of the &

princes or States in India,
treaty for guarantecing tl
session of any country
or State, except where ho

had actually been commen
actually ma

preparations
the commeneement of hosl
against the British nation in
or against some of the pri
States who were dependent
on, or whose t¢ i
anteed by any exis

The Act contains many
provisions, but those cil
the most important.
at the same time Acts |
at various dates remed|
worst defects of the Regil
Act of 1773, defining thy
diction of the Supreme |
giving the Governor-g
power to overrule his o
and introducing other al
trative changes which need not be detailed.

Patronage remained in the hands of the Directors, who
the power even of recalling a Governor-general.  When the
cised that power in the case of Lord Ellenborough Queen Vi
was much annoyed.

The modern Secretary of State for Indizx represents the o
of the Board of Control, and his Council, which has a I
Committee of its own, takes the place occupied by the
committee of the Court of Directors. The ° double goverl

WILLIAM PITT THIZ YOUNGER.

! The guotations are partly from Mill A
latter author notes that ¢ almost the whole * of Pitt’s India Act (214
sess. 2, c. 25) ¢ has been repealed, but many of its provisions
enacted in the subsequent Acts of 1793, 1813, and 1833 >,

and partly from Ilbes

tble development of T)

SIR JOHN MACPHERSON
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ot lorees of such presidencies if /Wil and Company set up by Pitt’s Act subsisted with

Hiitierial ehange until 1858. The machinery was cumbrous
dltory in working, but no government cared to undertake
wik of eliminating the Company from the administrative
Ui until the shock of the Mutiny forced the hand of
lers, -
\ John Macpherson. Mr. (Sir John) Macpherson, the senior
li of council, who took the place of Hastings pending the
tieat of a permanent successor, had a bad record. Origin-
i ship’s purser, he had been employed as a secret agent for
Wik of the Carnatic, whose affairs were a mass of corruption,
Ul inta the service of the Company by backstairs influence,
inervedly, although irregularly, dismissed by Lord Pigot,
thir of Madras ; was reinstated by the Directors, and sent out
jliie Barwell on the Bengal council. During his administra-
Which lasted for twenty months, Mahadaji Sindia, who had
Wil ihe government of the provinees of Agra and Delhi
tuinlete control of the titular emperor, and the imperial
' lnd the audacity to demand payment of chauih for the
| provinees. It need hardly be said that the impudent
Ll et with a peremptory refusal. Macpherson does not seem
U1 been responsible for the scandalous action of Dundas,
il o the Board of Control, who insisted on paying off the
I delits of the Nawib of the Carnatic amounting to about
Sillions sterling without examination. The action of the
Al nlthough not taken for the sake of personal gain, was
Wnlly corrupt, being dictated by a desire to retain the parlia-
Wy ullnence wielded by Mr. Paul Benfield and other dishonest
0l had secured control of e Nawib's finances. The sanie
1 ldueed the minister to cancel the assignment of the Carnatic
W Lo the Company, which had been arranged by Lord
My - That nobleman vesigned his office as governor of
When his principal measure was reversed. Negotiations
L pointment as Governor-general came to nothing, and Lord
Sl was appointed. . ) .
$ilin Macpherson effected some financial economies, chicfly
© Lilpeton of salaries, but deserves no commendation. His
1 Lind Cornwallis, a thoroughly honest man. would
S llleve & word he wrote, nor touch the corrupt jobs which
Wiinended.  His government is described as “ a system of
i Jobbing ’, and the man himself is justly held up to

* tler of form the Peshwii was appointed Vakil-i mutlak, or
Sl ol the Empire ’, and Sindia was styled his deputy. The
Wpwrer, of course, had to do as he was told. His name, however,
a certain extent, and his grants gave a pleasing
ity to lawless proceedings. Kuropean writers of the

Il | the Padshih ¢ the King °.
Ll jobs of Hastings were trifies compared with the doings of
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CHAPTER 5

Lord Cornwallis ; reforms 5 the
settlement ’ 3 Sir

thicd Mysore war; the ¢
Jdobu Shaore, a man of pe:

Lord Cornwallis. Charles, sccond Karl Cornwallis, was
forty-eighth year when, in 1786, he
a sense of duty the office of Governor-general. A soldier h
fession, he had seen much active service. It was his misfy
that in October 1781 he was in command of the force whi
compelled to surrender at Yorktown on the American
because the French flect under de Grasse had sccured i
moment command of the sea. Although the surrender end
American war and assured the independence of the United
the disaster, for which Cornwallis was not blamed persy
did not prevent his appointment to India. It was, as Mar
observes, ©the singular caprice of circumstances that the m
had lost America was sent out to govern India, and the m
had saved India was subjected to a prosccution for high crisi
misdemeanours °.1

It is refreshing for the historian to escape from the turbid
of the time of Hastings and Macpherson and to e
wholesome atmosphere of the Cornwallis regime. The s
General, a member of the aristocratic oligarchy which then 20
England, was raised by his peerage above the Jjealousies
must ever beset the path of a man promoted from the m
au oflicial service and set to rule over his fellows. IHast ng
could wholly overcome the disadvantages of his position,
as regards the Directors and ministry at home or hig coll
and subordinates in India, He was forced to make comp

. 1 “An Historic Meeti g

Yesterday members of the American n met the British Wir
and the Heads of the Departments most intimat 1 g it
at No. 10 Downing-strect, The meeting wa :ntially a businesy |
to consider how the United States could hest work with us and
other Allies for the single end we have in view, But the dullest im
must be stirred by the gathering of the representatives of the {
English-speaking peoples for such a purpose upon sueh a seeng,
a century and a haif ago they were one people with a common inlg
of blood and of language, of political and religious thought, of inat
habits, character, and traditions coming down to them through
generations. Then the claim of the colonists to self-government
them from the Mother Country, and just heeause they were of |
family the kinsmen stubbornly fought their quarrel out. Tt wa
room and at the table where the decisions which made the
inevitable were taken, and where the treaty of peace with the new |
was signed, that their representatives took counsel togethes
against the enemy of the polity and of the civilization they have i
(The Times, Noveinber 21, 1917).

. il Ly defy even the Prince

weeepted unwillingly and

into the
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Uppurtunist arrangements, and even occasionally to perpetrate
I ovder to secure his continuance in office and control over
fulriments which he had touse. The personal rank and reputa-
ol Cornwallis freed him from such necessities. Fle could
Regent, when he sought to effect
Hililons job, and he enjoyed the full confidence of the ministry,
It Lis authority in every department of government was
Hitested. He was invested with military control as commander-
He obtained powers to overrule for adequate reasons
Wi jurity of his council.
Wik ol that authority
Hien the most serious
Wihksment of IHast-
1lie other most glar-
Willn in the Regulat-
AL Lid been remedied
tlivr lezislation. Corn-
T\m-. 1ot a genius, but

ek of  imagination

Walleatual brilliancy

Minpensated by the

I ol his character

W undlinehing mioral

i No man  ever
Wil 1o question his
iy His  mistakes
+ o not affect
wpect due to his
v nible nature and
Wsnrinbly straiglit-

1 l Illlllllll'lv.

W of civil ser-
liy lirsi three years
lm':h.h.,."s term of

1y occupied

i I abuses, the B
Wil ol corruption, and the provision of adequate sala-
s vivil service. He was resolutely opposed to the old-
i diminereial view of the Directors, who }1k¢:(1 to see small
't‘nmn in the accounts, while they were indi rent to the
W0l e inofficial perquisites appropriated by th(:u‘ servants.
W, soon after his arrival, estimated the takings of _the

Ul Benares at £40,000 2 year.  Sueh monstrous gains,
L W opped. The Resident was given the adequate
sive salary of 5.000 rupeces a month. Under

Wi Gl the new system the Civil Serviee of India developed
Siiiirible body which it has continued to be ever since.
Il Wik werved by several admirable officials, among whom
' Wil Jonathan Duncan stand out pre-eminent. The
Hve chinnges and reformswill be discussed more fullylater.
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Peace sought; war found.  Lord Cornwallis came of'illis thus evaded the Act by framing a treaty in the form

. India as a man of peace, bond by Aci, of Parliament and hil''!'«e. Tippoo heard of the evasion, and his anger at it was
) convictions to refemin from conguests and alliances exed!! he causes of the war which followed. 1In any case he had

p defence of British possessions or those of an ally. ’ Befol!lvd to fight the English, and if possible, destroy their power.

I went home he had broken i power of the principal potd¥ision of Travancore. The immediate cause of the war

i J in the far south and had taken haif of his dominions. Like !l|100’s attack on Travancore, a state in alliance with and

than one of his successors he came secking peace and foun
| The self-denying ordinance enacted by Parliament could |
strictly observed ; and even Cornwallis, who disliked tri¢
' was driven on at least one occasion to evade the Act by a =

! Lhe protection of the Company. It is needless to go into
(il reasons whick induced the Sultan to attack Travancore
Al moment, as he proceeded to do. On December 29, 1789,
Wil the “lines of Travancore ?, a rampart covering thirty
il the northern frontier of the state, and suffered a repulse
I o sudden panic among his troops. *The plain country
' wene of merciless devastation, the inhabitants were hunted
. il in immense numbers to the usual fate of captivity and
4. Lord Cornwallis treated that attack as an act of war
il the Company, and, ignoring the effects of his letter to the
#0n July, wrote :

Wil wind barbarian Tippoo has forced us into a war with him by
LIII“ without any just provoecation our ally the Raja of Travancore,

Wirilories it is not only our interest to defend, but we are specifically
i ilo it by the late treaty of peace.’

Viple alliance. Orders were sent to the government of
o 1o tegard the invasion of Travancore as equivalent to
Aiibion of war against the Company, to collect; military
Wil transport, and to suspend all commereial expenditure.
Adineial government, then under the control of two brothers
A Hoblond, of whom one, John, was governor, deliberately
8l the peremptory orders of the Governor-general in every

L lir The rascals soon found that they had a. master. John
bl to Europe, and his brother, ldward John, who
il him ag acting governor, was suspended from office.
dinily, both of the Hollonds went to America, and dis-
{ . The Governor-general, being now at war in defence of
L LUl himself at liberty to conclude a ¢ tripartite treaty * or

Hiiiice” with the Nizam and the Marathis against Tippoo.
# it two campaigns. General Medows, in command of
iy s forees, occupied Dindigul and other places, while
i Blombay took possession of Malabar. Seasonal and
b liiieulties prevented decisive operations.

Wiihier 1790 Lord Cornwallis in person assumed command.
e he captured Bangalore, which he made his hase.
Wil by appalling difficultics in the way of supplies and trans-
| iigpled on. and inflicted a severe defeat on the Sultan
W (Arrakerry), only nine miles from Seringapatam, the

Ll victory proved fruitless. At the moment’ when
e assured Cornwallis was obliged by fear of starvation
W4 liis siege train and retire on Bangalorer Just then

cessantly to outwit and subdue his neighbours.
th.e Marathas, in its essence predatory, could not be reco
Wl‘th general order. Nanj Farnavis, the Péshwii's po
minister in those times, aimed at restoring the supremacy
beople. Tippoo in the far south, an arrogant fanatical b
apparently not quite sane, and filled with  bitter hatred &
English intruders, never relaxed his efforts to drive thei
' No fixed authority could be found anywhere, and the |
rulers of Bengal, as the strongest military and naval
! found themselves irresistibly constrained to acknowledge the
imposed by the possession of strength, and to accept the i
of ‘umpires’, not only in Ifindostan or northern Indin,
Verelst’s time, but of the whole country, even down to Trayi
and Coorg in the extremity of the peninsula. When 1]
with Tippoo began in 1790, only thirty-three years had ol
since Plassey.
Causes of the Mysore war. In 1786 the Marathas, my
the Péshwa acting under the advice of Nina Farnavis, §
1 and Holkar, combined with the Nizam for the purpose of des
Tippoo, and in the following vear forced him fo cede a ¢
and pay thirty lakhs of rupees. Tn 1788 Lord Cornwallis su
. in obtaining Guntiir in the northern Sarkirs from the Nz
: In return asked for troops under the provisions of the tro
’ | 1768. Lord Cornwallis, hampered by the Act of Parliamou
anxious to avoid an open hreach with Tippoo, adopted, an
Duff observes, g line of conduct more objectionable 1)
avowed defensive alliance ’, e addressed aletter to the
promising that if the English should at any future tinie
Dossession of the Carnatic Balighat or uplands they woull
fulfil their obligations to both the, Nizam and the Marithas,
the letter was written the territory in question was ineh
the Mysor9 state. The Governor-gencral further promised |
the battalions on demand, on condition that they shoul:l
employed against the allies of the Company, incllfding spoll
the Marathas. Tippoo’s name was not included among bl

Ahili of the sufferings of the army are given by Wilks. The
Wl to abandon a small hospital with 18 patients.
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i certainly was that the ultimate property in land vested
“luie, and that opinion still is ordinarily held and acted on
The share of the state. 'I'he lewitimate governmeni ! llive or Protected States of northern India. The corollary
of the gross produce according Lo the best legal authoritiol ! |.;-.|,q_)$1t1on is that the State or government could do ‘what
one-fourth, but Akbar detnanded ane-third generally, and ogf "' with tenures, subject only to vague customary rights,
in Kashmir. Theoretical limitations did not count for § I It s recognized, but never defined, and never enforccable
In practice, nearly every ruler, Hindu or Musalmin, took #' I'ewerful people also needed to be Jcarcful, for fear of
could get, and often the principle was avowed that the cultjpl ! lind out of cultivation. Hstablished * ryots * were under-
occupier, the ‘ ryot ’ (raiyat), should be left no more than ¢ ' liive a prescriptive right ‘to retain their ,ﬁelds so long as
subsistence and seed grain, in order that he might not w4l 1l customary rates their * land revenue ORIy
and kick. Very often so much was not left. Then the cultif ' !l _produce, which in the‘old days was indistinguishable
were forced to desert their lands, which lay waste, a prey (4!l ‘The British creation of ¢ proprietary right in northern
beasts. The temptation to kill the goose which laid that W% brought in a third party, the landlord ot zemindar, who
proved irresistible in many cases. Even the early ¢ settley | /11 from the ‘ ryots 0T peasants, and pays ‘land revenue
made by British officers frequently erred on the side of !4/* I the rent, not of the produce. The modern settlement
assessment, with disastrous results. The financial and ecol! 'iies rents, not crops. If there is no actual rent, as in the
benefits of moderate assessment are now universally recog W0 i proprleto‘r ('ultlvat(;BS his own land, a hypothetical
in British India, but the practical difficulties in the way of at 1 Wilenlated, and rent-rates * are worked out for the whole
the golden mean are immense. In Bengal of the eighteenth g 114! iren.  In the eightcenth century no such refinements
the information accessible was so crude that a decentid lnible, Rough assessments were usually made on the basis
assessiment was impossible.  The Benares province was @ 0 collections, or, sometimes, as by Duncan in Benares.
fortunate, because it was o cotiparatively small arca ag 081es framed by hereditary skilled ofticers called Icanungps
assessed by Jonathan Duncan, the best revenue officer s ). _ At other times the assessments were made in
period: {lithier fashion by putting up the ¢ land revenue ’ of a tract
Modes of collection. The government share of the it bin, In that case the contractor was called a ¢ farmer °,
might be collected in kind, either by actual division and weigh \ Hihest bidder got the contract. Ile then had to raise
of the crop, or by various methods of appraisement or esti g 1 wreed onas he best could from the middlemen and
It might also be valued and collected in cash, the system prl 8 tiider him.  Warren Hastings was obliged to resort to
by Akbar, and now universally adopted in British territory @ Ny system as a makeshift for his hurried quinquennial
ancient tradition, it should be clearly understood, allo tit ol 1772-7. It is an evil system, intolerable except
place for an economic, competitive landlord’s rent. Accoil hushir, - . 1
‘theory, the whole produce should be shared between th Hons of person and time. ; In the tlme’of Lord Cornwalhs
(sarkar) and the peasant (¢ ryot’). Akbar encouraged 8 1L wis agreed that the °settlement contract should
pbayments by each peasant (¢ ryotwar scttlement ’), whigh ol wilh the establgshed mlddlempn or zemindars, whose
Sir Thomas Munro rightly insisted, was * the old systen) L il hecome hereditary, as usual in India.
country °. But in practice that arrangement often prove Hition of term remained open. Most native governments
unworkable, and the services of a middleman under one n L il * annual settlements °. Akbar had preferred longer
another, zemindar, or what not, had to be called in. His ren il uelually, the Bengal ¢ sebtlement made by his finance
tion was in the nature of a commission on the collections. M Todar Mall, lasted for seventy-six years. .
sanctioned the payment of such commission, where nece: I Hengal. TIn the eighteenth century everything fell
the rate of 2% per cent.! 'That allowance to middlemen ! l‘uulun._ In Bengal the village communities, which still
passes into landlord’s rent, and, as a matter of fact, is the 1 mntiety together in Upper India, dissolved, and the
of the landlord’s rent now levied in Bengal and most | © i to maintain their records properly. Individual
India. Ancient Indian law recognized no frecholders, ¢ ?- Utinnally mere collecting removable middlemen, de-
Malabar, and certain other regions in the peninsula.z The pn ! W hiereditary potentates, each controlling a hbuge ex-
! The best definition of the position of an early Bengal zo iy 9 The Mogul government .always h?d SE e
that in Harington’s Analysis, reproduced in Seton-Karr, Lord ¢ - i back for a thousand years (Gleig’s Life?, i. 847). The
(Rulers of India), p. 84. It deserves careful study. The (i e lluded to are—from Sunda [in Mysore] to the Wynaad

zemindar is defined, ibid., p. 86. Ui the Malabar District], the Carnatie, Tanjore, and Madura
? Munro found documentary evidence of private property in J

India. 1In carlier (l;l._\'H [ 5S Prereentase was cODSidel‘ably h
amounting to 75 per ceni. o 1o of the gross receipts.
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the habit of allowing local Landholders and middlemen, w
their designation might be, Lo exercise practically despotic au
over the peasuntry. 'The olficials did not worry much ab
details of administrition, so long as Lhe revenue came in su

well to satisfy the persons in power, whoever or whereve

might be. Nobody’s position or rights could be exactly del
legal, precise terms. Lord Cornwallis suddenly introdus
¢ permanent settlement * into the chaos thus sketched, and ¢
a revolution, without fully intending it. He was firmly per
that he had conferred a boon on the country which he did &
to ruin; and when he had departed his successors ¢
to pretend that all was well, being unwilling to admit
No official blundering could ruin altogether a fertile reg
Bengal, filled with an industrious population.

Moaning of ° settlement’. The term ° settlement’ |
used in the foregoing observations has in India a technical 1
which needs definition. The term is a translation of the
word bandobast. In the time of Lord Cornwallis revenue
being written in Persian, the technical terms used mostl
from that language, which included many Arabic words
vocabulary of official Persian differed little from that of
¢ High Urda . The comprehensive term bandobast or © setil
covered all the operations incidental to the assessment, of
revenue or governtent share of the produce. 'The survey
had been a necessary preliminary in Akbar’s time, as it
had dropped out of use in all provinces. The main fue
a ¢ settlement ° were the persons with whom the conbract
made, the amount of money demanded, the modes of cull
the penalties for default, and the term for which the arran
should hold good.

Policy of the home authoritie‘la (lhe home authoril
been much disturbed by the reports concerning the vi
policy pursued in Indian revenuc matters, and were edf

anxious to secure a permanent revenue assessed on fixed pil
They were not keen about obtaining an increase of the

amount. The farming system was condemned definitely,
parties were agreed that the ¢ settlement * should be made
recognized zemindars. Nobody advocated a survey or very
investigation of the assessable resources of the countiy,
scttlement officers arc accustomed to call the ¢ assets 5‘1
Question of term. The term for which the settlement
be made was the principal topic¢ debated. So far back as !
1776 Francis had written an able minute advocating a po
unchangeable assessment.! In a dispatch of 1786, the
which Cornwallis came out, the Directors expressed their
for a permanent settlement, never again to be reviu
Governor-general seems to have made up his mind from
that such a measure must be passed. It is certain that i
had come to a fixed resofve on the matter, which coulil

L Ascoli, p. 34.

QUESTION OF TERM

i by any argument. He succeeded in convincing the Prime
Wier and the President of the Board of Control that he was
‘The two statesmen shut themselves up in a country house
in days to study the question and decided to support the
o of the Governor-general. Accordingly the Permanent
imenl for Bengal, Bihar, and Orissa (i. e. Midnapur) was
wined in 1798, and for the Benares Province two years later.
ureed with all his force the obvious common-sense view
i measure was premature and that an irrevocable step
Il st be taken on information which everybody knew to be
unely imperfect eoncerning a huge country largely waste and
yilleving from the effects of the famine of 1770. He argued
uilinary prudence required that the agreements should be taken
i years only, an arrangement which would allow time for
Iy nned consideration.
tpumonts of Cornwallis. Cornwallis replied to the effect
wre had been plenty of inquiry, that the information was
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S i, that the government would be. no wiser ten years

Wl that nothing save absolute permanence would stimulate
Jipress and improvement of the country. He cherished an
At that he would be able to create a class of landholders,
e best kind of English county magnates, who, under the
W lnlluence of ownership and permanent assessment, would
¢ the country flourish, and secure happiness to the body of
ity ", Being ¢ persuaded that nothing could be so ruinous
W0 jublie interest as that the land should be retained as the
iy of Gsovernment °, he was further * convinced that, failing
it of right of the zemindars, it would be necessary for the
gl o grant a right of property in the soil to them, or to

¢+ ol sther descriptions.” He proceeds to say s

iy unlely assert that one-third of the Company’s territory in
s now a jungle inhabited only by wild beasts. Will a ten years’
Wi nny proprietor to clear away that jungle, and encourage the
e and cultivate his lands, when at the end of that lease he must
Wil to be taxed ad libitum for the newly cultivated lands, or lose
o 1l deriving any benefit from his labour, for which perhaps by that
Wil hisedly be repaid ? ’
S0 i that it is clear to my mind that a much more advantageous
Ul 1w necessary to incite the inhabitants of this country to make
Huns which can alone effect any substantial improvement.
! Lli which the zemindars have fallen into of subsisting by annual
Wl e ariginated, not in any constitutional imperfection in the
Lielves, but by the fluctuating measures of Government ; and
L Wi lore admit that a period of ten years will be considered by
Iily ©] people as a term nearly equal in estimate to perpetuity.
A ‘nndvnl.landholdcrs it will not, whatever it may be by proprietors
Sy description. It would be unwise, therefore, to deny the
W benetit of a permanent system, because the mismanagément
i will not allow them to derive the same advantage from it.
i inierest of the State that the landed property should fall into
Wl the most frugal and thrifty class of people, who will improve

U
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their lands and protect the ryois,

perity of the country.

If there are men wha will aol follow this line of conduct when an 8
tunity is afforded them by the canetion [sie | of wood laws, it surely
say that the soong
1 ko part with their property to the

inconsistent with justice, polic
bad management obliges then
industrious, the better for the

It is immaterial to Govern

The short-sighted policy of

only be corrected by allowing those who
of it, leaving to them at the same time the
pursuing the opposite line of conduct.’
Criticism.. Such feeble reasoning, while plausible eno
paper to deccive able English ministers ignorant of Indian
tions, was so utterly unrelated to the realities that it
deserves the trouble of refutation.
observe that the grant or declaration of a heritable, transl
right of property in the soil as a boon bestowed on the zell
ignored the ancient rights of multitudes of under-propriel
varions kinds as well as the customary tenani-risht
the soil al faiv customary rates enjoyed by the ryots
to secure respect for such rigl
customary possession ; that the words © his lands’

serious attempt was made

a vast zemindari were false

tion ; that great zemindars were not ir
capital on land reclamation or improveme
actually were effected bit by bit on a
ryots ; that no shadow of re
transferees of properties would *
the ryots ’ better than the old zemindars had done; thak
matter of fact, the new men were much worse than the

that the policy avowed in t}

enough,!

Cruelty of the sale law. A tremendous
practice was introduced by the Permanent S
through the enforecement of the
the sole penalty for defauls.
to _imprison, flog, torture, or
pain was inflicted fell upon individuals, without impaitil
family, or inflicting loss of ih
The notion that a

position of the defaulter’s

rights recognized as existing.
Interest in a whole barony or county was liable
lost for ever because his agent had been a day late
government revenue was wholly new to the Indi

found extreme difficult
novel situation. Lard

! Mill’s very much ¢ '
is not open to hostile o
LTS
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¥, or humanity Lo

State,

ment what individual possesses theé
provided he cultivates it, protects the ryots, and pays the public re
having recourse to annual expediel
adopt it to suffer the conses
power of obviating tl

‘Lo any material extent,.

and therebhy promote the genera

It may, however, be

or Iy

apy
in fact and implicd an agrarian i
1 the habit of sy
nt ; thal such opeyy
small scale by indl
ason existed for believing
improve the lands and §

olil
] e concluding paragraphs of the
was heartless and cruel. Mueh more might be said, but so i

change in us
ettlement legl
sale of zemindaris by aull
Previous rulers had been acel
even kill defaulters ; but w

big zel
to be sold
in pay
Y an mind;
B grasping the terrible reality
v vallis abhorred all forms of

enunciation of the Cornwallis |

THE SALE LAW 567

tilon, and in his anxiety to relieve landholders from corporal
Hiltics subjected them to evils far worse. The rigid punctuality
Hyinent-required by the law could not be fully enforced. Large
s acerued in spite of the cruelty of the sale law, especially
it Ihe period of about fifteen years following the proclamation
i permanent settlement. Innumerable proofs of the mischicf
W Inight be cited, but it will suffice to quote the testimony of
Lollector of Midnapur in 1802, who wrote that the zemindars
Wiy that such a harsh and oppressive system was never before resorted
W iy country ; that the custom of imprisoning landholders for arrears
SN was, incomparison, mild and indulgent to them ; that, though
us nu doubt the intention of government to confer an important
il them by abolishing the custom, it has been found by melancholy
Moo that the system of sales and attachments, which has been
Hluted for it, has in the course of a very few years reduced most of
{0l zemindars in Bengal to distress and beggary, and produced a
rﬂ thinge in the landed property of Bengal than has, perhaps, ever
Wil o the same space of time, in any age or country, by the mere
pl iternal regulations.’
it indictment of the policy of Lord Cornwallis is literally
i The great landholders more or less completely ruined
Wil the Rajas of Dindjpur, Rajshihi, Bishanpur, Nadiya
Wil ), Cossijurah, and many others.!

nuction purchasers. Nor were the persons substituted
Uetber as landlords than their predecessors had been.  On the
Ly, as already stated, they were much worse, because the
e rstond foreign sale law afforded endless opportunities for
i nind chicanery o rogues who mastered the formalities
M Lnllecior’s office, suborned the underlings, and often acquired
Wil properties for a trifle.  In many cases the purchasers
Minls. attorneys, or bailiffs of the zemindars, and purchases
W nntantly effected in the names of persons other than the
l!ll\ trs.  The purchasers, far from showing an ineclination
Wi * prudent trustees of the public interests °, were .selﬁsh.
W upeeutators, indifferent to everything except their own
Wil pecuniary interest, and bitterly hostile to the holders
Il subiordinate rights.  Very often they resided in Calcutta
W uther city, never going near the estates which they were
Ul lo improve. In the years 18714, when I served as
it Collector in the permanently settled districts of the
provinee, I examined many old records and heard endless
Wl Lhe iniquities of the auction-purchasers, although in
Winee the evil never attained the magnitude which it
I Bengal. The effect on the peace of the country-side
I ilisastrous and probably is still felt. A family which
B Iin legal rights by an auckion sale always regards the
B s unjust, and usually heeomes a centre of agrarian
Moo, frequently resulting in murder. _
s the hoped for creation of & landed aristocracy of a

1 Fifth Report, in Ascoli, pp. 214, 223,
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. progressive character from among cither the old zeminda | te mjurtous result. The land revenue being fixed for ever I|I
. the new men was concerned Lhe permanent  settlement ¥ /'Y payment on the whole secured by 2 mechanical recourse W
a ghastly failure. The pecuniary benelib was reaped chieflyl'!!" I'"ocess of sale, no motive remained to induce officials to study
| rogues. ; Hitely rural tenures and conditions. The kanungos (canoongoes),
f J Neglect of subordinate rights. In respect of the wil !II'.H.Iﬂl‘lZed herf_:dltary custodlar_ls of knowledge concerning
1 proprietors and peasants or ‘ryots’ of various classes, § !Ml. were abolished, and the village accountants (patwaris)

] . ’ e . e & Ll colleetin establishment ired. The tensi
hile owing equally well-recognize ill-defined duties, s (o8 en. was require SXLensive
z‘gsult of tlﬁa o%stin};te idoaliom of dLoo;lclldCOrnwallis(,i was equf \Iishnent of tahstldars and subordinate officials at the disposal
Wi Collector of a District In temporarily settied provinces
It exist in Bengal, where the Magistrate and Collector is,
W ek, deprived of eyes and cars. He is constrained to rely
Il investigations almost entirely on the police, an unsatis-
liy agency.  Considerable tracts of Bengal had the good
e 1o escape the wide net of the permanent settlement for
‘s reasons which ecannot be explained here. Such tracts
1 been surveyed, examined, and assessed by skilled settlement
{018 o modern times and the knowledge " thus acquired has
{WL innch light on rustic economy. But in the province taken
L whiole it is extremely difficult for officials to gain that accurate
Jntion concerning the land which is the ordinary equipment
| tulnpetent officer in other provinces. Under the Bengal
Wy Act of 1885 power was taken to make a survey and prepare
Suand of rights ‘even in permanently settled tracts. Such
itls have taken place in north Bihar and certain other
ot In so far as they have been completed they remove
" Wieach of official ignorance concerning those areas,
L ancial loss. The financial loss caused by the permanent
dheit is enormous, and cannot be less than 300 lakhs, or
Williuns of rupees a year, a burden which the rest of India has
! Apologists for the measure may urge that the apparent
I8 been made up by the increase of cultivation due to the
Michey of the assessment. Several years ago when lecturing
i { came to the conclusion and taught my pupils that
i increase in cultivation which has taken place cannot be
Wieribed to the Permanent Settlement legislation. Mr.
I i ¢xpert revenue officer serving in Bengal, independently
Whed the same opinion.2 Probably few disinterested and

| possessed well-recognized, although ill-defined customary rig | {I*clared to be merely private servants of the zemindars.
I '

3 disastrous. The government contented itself with expressing |
aspirations in the wordy breambles to Regulations and in m:
fine promises of future legislation which were never fulfilled,
first serious attempt to grasp the problem of tenant-right was i
by Act X of 1859, which unhappily proceeded on lines ni
accordance with custom, and was on the whole a failure. §
quent attempts to solve the problem do not seem to have
with much greater success, but I am not qualified by exper
in the Lower Provinces to express a decided opinion on that I

‘No rent’ combinations. Another evil result of the
mental obstinacy of Lord Cornwallis was the demoralizatic
the tenantry, who often adopted a “no rent? policy, and m
impossible for the landholder to fulfil his obligations. A uan
could not collect his rents could not pay his land revenue.
Cornwallis was perversely wedded to the notion that all dig
concerning the land could be easily settled by referring the i
to the civil courts established by him. The break-down of |
courts will be noticed presently.

Distraint ; the Fifth Report. In 1799 an attempt to. s
the embarrassment of the zemindars was made by giving
the power of distraint, as copied from English law. The |
acquired power, which was unsuitable to the country, was ty
cally abused. The famous Fifth Report of the Select Conim
of the House of Commons, presented in 1812, and drafted
Senior Clerk of the Board of Control, gives a comprehensiy,
distressing view of the evils wrought by the permanent settlo
coloured to a considerable extent by the desire of the comil
to prove that the country, notwithstanding ¢ certain imperfeul
in the ° system of internal government in the Bengal proviy
yet * exhibited in every part of it, improvement on a gener:l bl e is put considerably higher in 1. G. (1908, vol. vii p- 801
advancing with accelerated progress in latter times.’ | OIS ’ 1

Advantages of delay. If the settlement had been mal® W (s Jittle doubt that the extension of ¢

A ten years only as Shore advised, or even for a longer tert
defects inevitable in a rough and ready measure designu
executed by officers very imperfectly informed concerning i
facts could have been noted and cured by suitable remedics
rights of subordinate holders and ryots might have been s
secured, the old landholding families might have been pre
the villanies attendant on auction sales could have been sl
and grave financial loss would have been avoided,

Lack of local knowledge. The permanent settlement, Iy

ultivation subsequent to
¢ e entirely to natural causes, such as the normal increase of
Wi . . There is nothing in the contemporary accounts, nor in the
Wl history of zemindari management, to show that the extension
Halion was in any way due to the efforts of the proprietors, or to
Lt similar results would not have been obtained under a different
L itement, | . The Permanent Settlement initself had no immediate
b state of cultivation (Early Revenue History of Bengal, 1917,
"W\ liave only to guard the Ryots from oppression, and they will
M tevenue for'us * (Sir T, Munro in Gleig’s Life, i. 174).
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well-informed persons oukside of Bengeal could now be fou
applaud the . wisdom of the Permanent Settlement. Rigt
wrong, it has beeome irrevoenhbls, o
no doubt that it was wrong.

Districts. ‘ The division of the provinee into districts is the bac
of the whole system of reforms. The Supervisors, the Provincial Cor
and the earliér Collectors had excreised their doubtful authority o
series of fiscal divis:ions, parganas, zemindéries, &ec. . :
were territorial units . .". reduced to twenty-three in number’ in

The process of rendering the districts more compact continued . . . b
System evolved by Shore . , . has formed the basis of all subscquer
ministration.’ 1 ;

Judicial reforms.™The judicial reforms, civil and crin
were _b:w.:d on the district arrangement, and, although
modificd in detail by later legislation, served as the found
of the existing system, and were an, improvement on the tent
wstitutions of Hastings. A eivil court under a Kuropean
was constituted for every distriet, and a gradation of appeal ¢
was established. Collectors were divested of judicial funel
and almost all disputes were referred to the civil courts.  Lurg
JIMI,(_{"(‘.\‘ were seut on cireuit to perform the functions now perfol
hy Sessions Judges, and the grosser faults of the Muhamn
m-umu_ml law were abolished, but that law, slightly modified
supplied the place of a penal code. and supplied v very il §
Judge of each district (zillak) had also the powers of « 'umgi
and the control of the police, who were oflicered by Indian dq

¢ach in charge of a police cirele (thana) about twenty miles sl

The daroga veceived a salary of only twenty-five TUpees o 1
Plus ten rupees for every dacoit.or brigand ‘convicted. and
mission on stolen property recovered, Murders, rabberies, and
énormities were extremely numerous, and the darogas Wi
ferror to the well-disposed rather than to the evil doers.
introduction of a more efficient police administration had ta
u)ntll the years 185962, when the High Courts were founde|
Penal Code and Code of Criminal Procedure cnacted, anil
police was organized on the model of the Royal Irish Constall
Radical error of Lord Cornwallis. ~ Lord Cornwalliy
an extraordinary distrust of all © native * or Indian oflicials.

1 Ascoli, p. 89. ‘The unit of administration in British Tndia
district, corresponding roughly with the Surkar of the Mogul
In British India 258 districts exist. . . . Many of the native or prol
states,' as for example the Nizam’s dominjons or Hyderabad state
“l(f‘BI'ItISh system and make use of the district as the unit of administ

] l*‘:t(cl} such district is ordinarily a considerable area, as large as o
sized Fnglish county, and supporting o population of 1,000,000
!h:ss. In the Madras presidency the districts are exceptionally lar
The average area of a district is about: 4,430 square miles, and the
pupulutmnuls about 931,000 ° (The Oxford Survey of the British I
1914, vol. ii, p. 249). The districts in the time of Lord Cornwallly
large and unwieldy.

The author of this book
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dunesive’, he wrote, that all regulations for the reform of that feriminal]
thient would be useless and nugatory, whilst the execution of them
s upon any native whatever,’
weni on to insist that all judicial proceedings should be at
sipervised by Isuropeans. His plan for paying liberal salaries
il wuly to the European service.! Such entire exclusion of
Wlizcnous agency from any responsible position was, as

.. The new dislishinian justly observes,

ftont and radical error of Lord Cornwallis. . . . Under the impolitic
i vkiablished in 1793, the prospects of legitimate and honourable
Hin were altogether closed against the natives of the country.’
W luils to enter into particulars of the working of the judicial
4, but there can be no doubt that it broke down utterly on
A the eivil and criminal sides to such a degree that for many
Justice was almost denied. The courts were far too few, were
|'|u~rwl by technicalities,? and clogged with arrears. In 1795
Ivil Court of Burdwan was more than 80,000 cases in arrear.
I lnfarmation on the subject is contained in the Fifth Report.
Illerial powers were restored to Collectors in 1835. "Cornwallis
Vo tirmly, as many people now do, in the theoretical merits

iy complete separation of executive from judicial functions.

Honl men, who know the strength of the Indian tradition
il lboks to one officer, the Hakim, or person who can give orders

), 15 the representative of the government, do not believe

e villagers are gainers by the multiplication of departments
i wub-division of authority. But the subject is too large for
silon in this place. The student, however, should note that

livories of Cornwallis failed to stand the test of practice.

' country powers’. Cornwallis did his best to avoid
tleioents with the ¢ country powers’. He had, however,
Wil to tell Mahadaji Sindia in peremptory language that he
hoep his hands off Oudh. Both that province and the
Wilie continued to be scandalously misgoverned. Neither
Wl Look the slightest practical notice of the abundant excellent
W [tidered by the Governor-General.

i Thomas Munro understood the subject far better and entertained
il liberal views on it.

L W Cornwallis Code drawn up by Mr. George Barlow, afterwards
Wirpeneral, was an extended and spoiled edition of Impey’s short
lilch was much more practical and sensible. ‘It would have been
i liuve curtailed nine-tenths of the regulations—to have confined

8 within narrower limits, and to have made the zillah [district]
Mwolute * (Munro in Gleig’s Life, i. 420). It is hardly necessary to
it Lhat now the great majority of judicial officers on the civil side

Ml birth, that thousands of their countrymen exercise criminal

Wil that some of the most efficient High Court judges are Indians.

Wil level of judicial integrity has been raised to an extent which
luu- seemed incredible to Lord Cornwallis, but not to Sir Thomas

& Whoo fully understood the possibilities of improvement. Munro,

Wis the wisest of all Anglo-Indian statesmen.
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Ghulam Kadir. M
owing to attacks by Itob .
a ruffian named Ghulim Kadir, son of Zabita Khan R
seized Delhi and plundered the palace. In the course (
Pproceedings he even flogged the princesses and brutally_b
‘the titular emperor, Shah Alam, in order to force the disc
of supposed hidden treasurc. When Sindia recovered
‘Ghulam Kadir paid the penalty of his ill deeds by a death of t«

Later career of Sindia. Sindia had established his powe
the aid of M. de Boigne, the foreign officer already men
who ultimately commanded three brigades of eight bat
each, with the needful complement of artillery and cavalry,
old Maratha style of warfare was abandoned, and Sindia
on regular troops, equipped much in the same way as th
the Company, and comprising both Rajputs and Musa
M. de Boigne defeated Ismail Beg, a Muhammadan chief, at
in Rijputana in 1790 ; the Rajput allies of that chief at
(Mairta, Merta) in the year following ; and Holkar’s army |
a Frenchman named Dudrenec at Lakheri (Lukhairee) in 1

Sindia then (1792) went down to Poona and ook part
solemn investiture of the Péshwi as titular Vakil-i Mutlak, or
gerent of the Empire, which dignity had been conferred |
Padshah some years earlier. Mahadaji died in 1794. Gran
describes him as
‘a man of great political sagacity, and of considerable genius ;
artifice, restless ambition, and of implacable revenge. ., ..His count
was expressive of good sense and good humour ;5 but his complexi
dark, his person inclining to corpulency, and he limped from the
of his wound at Pauniput. - His habits were simple, his manners ki
frank, but sometimes blustering and coarse.’

in a critical position i
[n the year following (

He left no male issue, and was succeeded by his grand-n

Daulat Rio, a boy of thirteen, whom he had intended to adi
The intrigues of the Mardtha courts during the time of
Cornwallis are too complex for narration in this work,
curious will find full details in Grant Duifs History.
Renewal of Charter. When the Regulating Act of 17
¢nacted the Charter of the Kast India Company had been con
for twenty years. As the time for renewal drew near s
discussion on the subject arose in England, and an agitatic
started by merchants and manufacturers in favour of the uj
of the trade. Lord Cornwallis was strongly opposed to subsii
change, and saw dreadful visions of India filled by © dey
speculators °; if the Company’s privileges should be abull
The authorities also strongly objected to the importat}
schoolmasters or missionaries. In short, all the old notion
prejudices still swayed official minds, and Parliament wus
persuaded to follow the guidance of the Ininisters, without exs

! For an account of

these battles from the Rajpiit point of v
Tod, Personal Narrative,

chap. xxviii, xxix (popular ed., vol. i).

RENEWAL OF CHARTER

irpuments too closely. In the end the charter was renewed
Wity years without material modification. The only con-
i inade to the general public was the trivial allowance to
i Lraders of 3,000 tons of cargo space yearly under conditions
‘i plible to merchants.

MATIADA

JI SINDIA.

Hovolutionary War. The exceution of Louis XVI of
W Jinuary 17938 resulted in the beginning of the Revolu-

Waur between Trance and England, which lasted almost
! luterruption until the battle of Waterloo in 1815, Lord
Ulls. who had determined to retire from India, went down
A i order to superintend the reduction of the French
S, but found that the work had been done before his
. 1o sailed for home from Madras in October.

Witor of Lord Cornwallis. The personal character of

U3
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allis deservedly secured him universal respect @il combination, including the Pashwa, Sindia, Holkar, and
ﬁgr%fggglzﬂtl:sl (}:is memory is still justly held in honour. !l other lealmders, to overwhelm the Nizam at the battle of
errors of policy which marked his Indian career were comiiiili in 1795, The battle itself was nothing, the fighting being
from the purest of motives and with the best intentionsdliinptible, but it was enough to reduce the Nizam to a state
extent of those errors did not become apparent until longbiiiniige and’ to exalt the dangerous Maritha power to a pinnacle
he had disappeared from the scene, and both the governm@iiince. The war of 1795 was the last occasion on which
home and the authorities in India were unwilling to adn- t'|':t-.*.f_S of Eh,e Mahratta nation assembled'under the authority
failure of much of his work. IHe continued to be emplodliir I'Gshwa *. In all subsequent transactions each chief acted
high office, and, as we shall see, was even sent out to India§ijiiilently. : i
His incessant war against corruption and jobbery in every for#luritha troubles. The aggrandizement of the Marathis was
his especial glory. His reorganization of the Covenanteds il in unexpected events, not by the foreSI_ght of the Governor-
Scrvice and his establishment of the District or zillah as tliliil.  Madho Rao }Va_rayfm, the young Péshwa, weary of the
of administration were enduring reforms for which he desersling lvutela_ge_z of sza Farnavis, the ¢ Indla_n Machl_avelll DS
credit.. Ile was a capable military commander, and knew Winitied suicide. T'hat tragedy threw all Maritha affairs into
control his subordinates. He was free from personal animosi pili ! and _resulted in three years o_f obs.cure, confused intrigue.
always anxious to promote the most competent officialsfin I';n-:l_a.yls spent part of the time in prison. Toyvards the close
correspondence gives a pleasing picture of a thoroughly I8/ Baji Rao II, a son of I_{agol_)a, and the lntter_enemy of
hard-working, public-spirited rulefr,1 exempt from avariee :l:!m.--;.ur, was recognized as Péshwa, but trouble continued long
imperative sense of duty. IEils. . .
acg;itsgllg glriolrel.) Lord Cornwallis mZintained for sound @i 1 bellion of the Nizam’s son induced the ruler of the Deccan
still valid the opinion that no servant of the Comparny ever@uull the British battalions which he had dlsmlssed: That
be appointed Governor-general.  Unfortunately his estedill thieeked the development of French influence which had
his friend Sir John Shore induced him to make an exceplilined to become supreme. The Nizam was well served by
his rule and to recommend Sir John as his successor. TIEanh officer named Raymond, who organized regular troops
and ministry concurring, Shore was apponpt.ed :n_ld toul lnnumlul._age_un:s't countrymen of !115; comlnandmg similar forces
charge in August 1793. Although his administration las@i Mirithd side at the battle of Kharda.
four and a half years, its history may be dismissed briellitinous combmatmn‘of officers. _Lord Cornwallis and the
John, notwithstanding his exemplary personal character and @ it of .the’ Board of Control had discussed plans for amalga-
piety’, was one of the worst of the few really incompetent Gosliiig |5-«’~‘k1ng § troops with the Company’s army, which came to
general. He had the candour to acknowledge his incompel®iiy. T'he amalgamation, a most proper and necessary measure,
a private letter dated March 9, 1796, when he wrote : doli r(.rd untll‘after the Mu’glny. (,OI:n_wallls, howevel.', had
*The fact is this that the duties of my situation are too much, 18 il in reducing the exeessive perquisites of officers in the
my abilities. . . . Often have I wished that Lord Cornwallis were at 81y 114 well as in the civil departments, thereby causing deep
nfsthe Administration here, and that I were his ("O:}dJl}tOY‘L as TNt T.owards th(} clgse of 1795 .the officers fqrmed a
all would then have been easy to him and to me * (Life, i, 363). Lo inutinous lcmnliuﬁtlon, threate{mqg e}vg} to (Sielze bolih
e (s s mig sseribed as capax impe dirimor-general and the commander-in-chief and to take
1) Gal})a‘, ﬁiht(:)r(i)ezl;é’l!:ﬁebﬁagthzrncver ruledp’; an 1;‘ “on of the government. They demanded double batta or
ump er((izgse% but nnt( bi er’lough to stand the test of el Wliw:nces, promotion by strict seniority, and other personal
S,ubm: 11}3 e‘,N o g Jon ineompalible with good adminisération.  Clive had
°“‘§"&l{“ pouf Igliard'a'. Shore, paralysed by a slavish obed@iisl a similar combination in a fortnight. Shore weakly
the 30r§s of the Act -of Parliament of 1784 and by unworl i i granted even more than was demanded. When the
of the Marathds, broke faith with the Nizam, when tha Wl lis abject surrender reached England in December 1796
was threatened by the robber_ state. The Governo lr iinder the assistance asked for, but, as Wilson points out, the
wrapped up his reasons for refusing to obey the call of ]'_ 1L Bl been led to expect protection and had earned it by his cession
sophistical phrases, equivalent substantially to a declaral i, ! i
it would not pay to keep faith.2 He therefore allowed a 1l ix now in the Ahmadnagar District, Bombay. For some reason
toni all the history books call the place Kardla or Kurdla. Two
1 0l female sepoys, each 1,000 strong, kept by the Nizam to guard
S it ladies, took part in the battle, and behaved no worse than
AW army (Blacker, p. 213 n.).

1 Both he and General Medows refused to take their sha

ringapatam prize-money. ‘ .
Seglr'}%?é wordsI of the treaty did not definitely bind the gove
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the Directors at once decided Lo recall him. Dundas, the Presid commemorating the virtues of
matters worse by yielding still wlle Sic John Shore was Governor-general, after she had directed

mutinous officers controlled

of the Board of Control, made
concessions, icrely because the
inﬂuential committee in London. Lord Cornwallis, who had
invited to return to India, refused to have anything to do
such cowardly transactions ;
appointed Governor-general.

Oudh affairs. Once and once only did Sir John display

spirit. Asafu-d daula, the debauched ruler of Oudh, died in 1

after nominating as his
cessor a youth named

(Vazir) Ali, also known

Mirza Ali, whom he recogl
as his son.

sion. Within four mont

was satisfied that the yil

man was the offspring
menial servant and totall
fit to rule as Nawih-V
The Governor - general
down to Lucknow, reverse
previous decision, and inst

Satdadat i Khan, a brotig

the late Nawib. The new
paid the price of his elew
by signing a fresh trees Ly,
among other provisions
the important strategic
tion of Allahabad at the.
fluence of the Jumna will
Ganges. Some disturbai
curred which at one
threatened the life of Sir
i Shore. who behaved with
rage and discrction. 1Ilis ordinary cowardice as Governor-gi
was political, not physical.

In the following vear (1799) Vizier Ali revenged his doy
by murdering Mr. Cherry, the Resident at Lucknow, and »
other European gentlemen. The murderer fled, was surron
by the Raja of Jaipur, and ended his days at Caleutta in il
confinement. :

_Dr._ Laurence, an intimate friend ot Edmund Burke, wihi
died In 1797, threatened Shore with impeachment on aceal
his action, but did not proceed with the prosecution. Sir
Shore was created a peer as Baron Teignmouth. After hisretin
h(.z lost interest in India, and devoted his time chiefly to the cq
of the British and Foreign Bible Society and cognate instity|
. Ahalya Bai. Although it is impossible in this work to
In detail the history of the various Maratha states, I cannot

SIR JOIIN SHORIE,

. wilow of Malhar Holkar and then in the
and in the end Lord Mornington

Shore somet
hastily sanctioned the sut

1l wuceess of Ahalya Ba

i L She died at the

AHALYA BAI
a lady who died in 1795,

I nuccess for thirty years the affairs of the Holkar dynasty
L administration of the Indore state. . In 1765 Ahalya
thirtieth year of
Alie. was the sole representative of her late husband’s dynasty.
Il Ihe consent of the subordinate chiefs and the loyal co-opera-
0l fukajt Holkar, the commander-in-chief, who was not related
Il reigning family, she ruled the state until her death in such

Wiier that she gained for herself unbounded veneration and

her subjects the blessings of righteous government. The

Wiinn, weary of the selfish wickedness of nearly all the Indian

ek of the eighteenth century, finds agreeable relief in dwelling

i lement on the picture of Ahalyd Bai as drawn by the skilful

ul Sir John Maleolm, who delineated her character after

Wil investigation of the facts. It would be a pleasure to

sribe the whole of his long and fascinating account, but room

¢ lound only for a few extracts :

n the internal administration of her domi-

 Wwis altogether wonderful. . . . The undisturbed internal tranquillity

Uhintry was even more remarkable than its exemption from foreign

.. Indore, which she had raised from a village to a wealthy city,!

regarded by her with particular consideration. . . . The foni

life was o promote the prosperi Ly of all around her. . ., . She

- by general suffrage, the model of good government in Malwa.. . . |

Hinitwence was nof limited to her own territories. . ., . The beasts of

Wil ihe birds of the air, and the fish of the viver shared in her eom.-

¥ ixty. worn out with care and fatigue. . ,

il vead and underst: » Puranas, or sacred books, which were

tiinite study. . . . It is not common with the Hindus . , . to confine

' i fo compel them to wear veils. The Mahrattas of rank (even

dhiins) have, with few exceptions, rejected the custom [of seclusion],

It qot prescribed by any of their religious institutions, Ahalya

are offended no prejudice, when she took upon herself the direct;

Anent of affairs, and sat every day for a considerable period, in open

5o 1efacts that have been stated of Ahalya

unds that admit of no scepticism. It is, however, an extra-

tre—a female without vanity, a higot without intolerance | 50

s sainted, and she i led an Avatar, or incarnation of the

In the most sober view that can be taken of her character,

nly appears. within her limited sphere, to have been one of the
Ml most exemplary rulers that ever existed.” 2

1l ioble eulogy by a foreigner honours the writer as well as

Wl city or Indiir is in 22° 43° N. and 75° 54 4. 'The original
Wi not founded until 1715, The city, which is growing steadily,
Ui nrea of about five square miles, and in 1901 had a population of
wulading the people at ed to the Residency. The place is now
o Largest trade centres in Central Tndia, and the chief collecting

“hilhinting centre for Southern Milwa (1. G (1908), s. v.).
lomeir of Central India (1832), vol. i, pp. 157-95.
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CHRONOLOGY

Lord Cornwallis Governor-genera|

Internal reforms .

Reverses of Mahadaii Sindia

Ghulam Kadir ; cession of Guntiir 5

Third Mysore war began ; battle of Patan 5

Battle of Mirtha (Mairta, Merta) . 8 5

Treaty of Seringapatam ; battle of Lakheri . 5 . o 5

Revolutionary war began ; permanent settlement of Bengal, &e. ;
renewal of charter of . I, Co. 5 c o . 0

Death of Mahadaji Sindia, . . . . . o 3

Sir John Shore Governor-gencral; battle of Kharda; suicide of
Madho Narayan Rao, Psshwa 5 permanent settlement of
Benares ; Cape of Good Hope taken from the Dutch ; death of
Ahalya Bag 5 o o 5 5 b 4 5

Baji Rao I, Peshwa . 5

a‘idat Ali Khan, Nawal of Oudh ;

(Lord Teignmouth) | 3

.depal:ture of Sir.John.Shoré

AUTHORITIES

The special works used include Correspondence of Churles, First
Cornwallis, ed. Ross.s 4 vols (Murray, 18! SEroN-Karr, W
The Marquis Cornwallis (Rulers of India, 1898) g
Correspondence of John, Lord T; nmouth, by his son, Suows
TrieNMoUTH, 2 vols. (Loudon, 18 £3); MaLcorm, Sied., The Po
of Ludin, 2 vols, (Murray, 1826) ; Ascowr, F. D., f
Bengal and the Iifth Report, 1312 (Clarendon Press, 1917).
section of the text of the Ky th Report is most conveniently rend i
Ascoli’s little book, which is cellent, The Report was oflicially pul)
in full, with appendices and glossary, folio, 1812, It deals with Mady
well as Bengal. There ig also an official 8vo edition of the whole text
bearing the same date, Higginbotham, Madras, published » good
of the complete work, arranged in two volumes, in 1883. An
reprint by the same firm appeared in 1864, Archdeacon Firming
brought out an annotated edition in three volumes (Cambray, Calel

CHAPTER ¢

Lord Wellesley ; the fourth and last Mysore war

; annexations ;
of Bassein and the second Maratha war 8

policy and achievemy

Lord Wellesley (Mornington). Richard, Baron Wellesl
the peerage of Great Britain and Earl of Mornington in the |
of Treland, took over charge of the office of Governor-genc
May 1798. With the exception of Lord Curzon of Kedl
no Governor-general has come out so well informed coner
all the problems of Indian government as the Marquess Wl
was. Tt is convenient to designate him from the first by his
and more familiar title, Wellesley, a ripe and
scholar, had been for several years a member of the Bo.
and had devoted special attention to the acquisition

bilvin politics.

Memuvir of the L
CuJ.

LORD WELLESLEY

When he took his seat at Calcutta_ he did not
Hinself to be a novice surrounded by experts. .Hls.lmpe‘rlous
i1 and confidence in his own judgement were justified in no

SIR ARTHUR WELLESLEY,

i ledge. At

Miensure by the depth and accuracy of his know : -
Mo of his yacccssion to power he wz}ls _allr)no:t thirty-eight
" 0l ipe with his owerful faculties at their best. v
U nu‘;;.ed his conI:‘titution, s0 that he was able to perform an

The Indian
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EFFECT OF SHORE’S POLICY 581

€normous amount, of hard

work withont injury to his Ll 1o presently what an amount of needless misery was caused
After leaving [ndin e becaing Secretary of State for Failtions of innocent people by the pusillanimous poliecy of non-
Affairs at a critical time in the course of the Peninsular Waliliience. -
twice served us Lord-Licutenang, of Ireland. i action and inaction of Sir John Shore had given Tippoo
J' In almost everything he contrasted sllarply with his predecel 1+ vegain’ his strength and mature hig hostile designs ; had
1

Lord Cornwallis” and " Sir John Shore, resembling them oy
Spotless integrity and unselfish public Spirit,
and ideas were closely akin to those of Warr
' views were large and comprehensive, imperi
phraseology ; and, like Lord Dalhousie, he b
in the superiority of British over any

ilted a French party, supported by powerful contingents
I' I'rench commanders, to become paramount at the courts
en Hastings. Butl Daulat Rio Sindia and the Nizam ; had encouraged the
alistic in mg il R&ja of Berar to plan a scheme of resistance against
elieved thorou hh.-mdominancc; hadaban-

CriC ) native Indian governiil ihe Carnatic to anarchy
That conviction enabled him to malke annexations right an lisolation ; and, after all,

without any qualms of conscience. Every annexation appil lull the finances of the Com-

to hint to De an undoubted and unqualified publie benefit, B4 i a state of exhaustion.
times and circumstances being such ag they were, it ig true®ls  dominant fact. The
all the territories absorbed into British Indi 2 arrived Governor-general,
by the change. If there were any | unltified by previous study
they were slow to appear. The Governor-general wis fortifilestand the situation as
in being well served by his brothers Arthur, afterwards the | lle, took a comprehensive
of Wellington, and Henry, who became Lord Cowley and amlde of 11 the perils confronting
dor in Parig, Many brilliant oflicers, ,’l‘]lphinstunc, Mulculm. yovernment  and country.
others, who were trained under Wel]eslcy, broved themsely modern reader when study-
fitted to undertake at an carly ape the heavy responsibilitios I8 e records of Wellesley's
upon themn by the rapid growth of the Britisi power in Ind Ao orders, of his wars and
Effects of Shore’s Policy. Malcolm Justly observes th itiens, i apt to lose sight
‘a period of six years’ peace, instead of having added to the sy it dominant fact that '(:“"”;
or improved the security of the British dominions in India, had (B0 was then engaged in the
them in a situation of comparative danger., Though the British sin Iy siruggle of the Revolu-
Wwas not lessened, the bower and resources of the other states had inen Wy War, in which, as now
The confidence and attachment of our alljes were much shaken, 800 |1, the Great War, every-
des!:royed ; and the presumption and hostije disposition of the P Wik at stake., The political
hative powers in India too clearly showed that it was to » princigiiy | i Warren Hastings had
weakness or of selfish policy, and not of moderation, that they apd ine simils the
: ek ’ y Huniinated similarly by the | g

the course which had been pursued by the British government,’ s position of his‘cmmtry -

It was proved from the events of Shore’s administration W 1778 and 1783, while NAPOLEON.,
¢ that no ground of political advantage could he abandoned withoul B France, America. and . q
instantly occeupied by an enemy s and that to resign influence, ul vilier enemies. Wellesley, by reason of hl? rank,_famlly
merely to resion power, bhut 1o allow that power to pass into hands | “lins, official experience in Kurope, and a mind trained to
to the British government , LWl matters of high polities, was in n position better than
The enemies alluded to were Tippoo and the Mariitly Al astings for grasping the relation between Indian politics
The self-denying ordinance of the Act of 1781 Mo wider issues of the Revolutionary War! In 1798, when
legislation which sought to tie the hands of the Governor-gip Iy ssumed charge of the government of India, Napoleon,

although honestly intended, was founded on a fundan@Biown as General Bonaparie, had led an fiaie uen it
misunderstanding” of the Indian situation.

His temper:

is espr
and subsey

. Instead of seol s i avowedly cherished designs for the conquest of India. [
beace it ensured war. NeVCTt]lCl(*SS, in spite of the X L pives a good exposition of the real, although not obvious i
of the results of the brief period of pacificist inaction unedys .l

W hetween Indian and Furopean politics at the begiqning of the
Wl contury. € It had long been & maxim of French policy that the
1\ ui England could only be effeetually reduced by the capture
tistern possessions.’  The Germans have pursued -the po}m}: of
by their attacks on Kgypt, the ¢ neck of the British empire .

guidance of Shore, the experiment wag t
Cornwallis in his second term of office,
Sir George Barlow, with consequenge
those which had followed Shore’s de

ried once more by

and by his sy
s far more disastrons
sertion of the Nizam,




