Maryland Department of the Environment
Land and Materials Administration
Solid Waste Program

e,

P 1800 Washington Blvd, Suite 605
Baltimore, MD 21230-1719

410- 537-3315, 1-800-633-6101

Inspector: Christopher Barlow

Al ID: 186969

Site Name: Maki's Towing at Auto Barn Inc Property

Facility Address: 2326, 2328, 2330, 2356 Washington Blvd, Baltimore, MD 21230
County: Baltimore City

Start Date/Time: September 03, 2025, 03:25 PM
End Date /Time: September 03, 2025, 03:55 PM

Media Type(s):  Scrap Tire General and Secondary, Scrap Tire Hauler, SWP - RD Report of Observation

Contact(s):

Maki’s Towing Owner — Antonio (onsite during the inspection)

Tenant — Makis Towing LLC, phone 240-713-0779 and 240-883-2715, mailing address 2928 Edmondson Ave.,
Baltimore, MD US 21223

Maki’s Resident Agent — Ady Alexander Argueta, 2928 Edmondson Ave., Baltimore, MD US 21223

SDAT Property Owner — The Auto Barn Inc, mailing address 2930 James St., Baltimore, MD 21230

Permit Numbers: UnPermitted
Inspection Reason: Complaint
Site Status: Active

Overall Compliance Status: Compliance Assistance Rendered

Recommended Action: Refer to Others (MDE-ARA, MDE-WSACP, MDE-OCP, Baltimore City Health Department via
https://balt311.baltimorecity.gov/citizen/s/)

Evidence Collected: Photos Taken, Visual Observation

Delivery Method: Regular Mail

Weather: ~80°F, mostly sunny, light breeze ~5-6 mph, winds to the NW

Field Condition: dry

Inspection Findings:

A complaint was referred to MDE-SWP from the office of Councilwoman Porter reporting burning plastic, causing odor, and smoke
plumes in the neighborhood originating from 2356 Washington Boulevard. The Site was investigated on 9/3/25; SWP Section Head
Anna Catherine and I arrived onsite and met with workers of Maki’s Towing. Upon my arrival, I noticed a faint odor characteristic of
burning trash/plastic; the odor was intermittent. Business owner Antonio was not initially present and arrived 25 minutes after
inspectors arrived onsite. Inspectors observed a metal drum that had apparent burn marks and contained bagged waste (plastic and
paper, etc.) with no obvious smoke seen at 3:29 pm. By 3:45 pm, Inspectors noticed the metal drum had been removed and inquired
about the location of the drum which was not disclosed. At about 3:45 pm, Inspectors also noticed a moderate odor characteristic of
burning trash/plastic near the office trailer, which was near the original location of the removed drum. While meeting with Antonio,
he pulled 3 metal drums off of a flatbed trailer. The drums contained ash residue, and inspectors detected a slight burnt-type odor
around the metal drums. Although inspectors did not observe an active fire, inspectors notified Antonio and the workers to discontinue
the open burning of trash on the premises, that any remaining hot ash poses a fire risk, and to be prepared with water in case a fire is
caused by smoldering hot ash. Inspectors observed recent fluid spills from dismantled vehicle parts, and apparent oil staining on the
ground. Inspectors notified Antonio to clean up oil spills. Inspectors interviewed Antonio regarding ~20 tires observed on the Site, and
per Antonio, the tires are “good” and to be used for his trucks and car. Additional findings are stated in the checklists below.
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Inspection Date: September 03, 2025
Site Name: Maki's Towing at Auto Barn Inc Property
Facility Address: 2326, 2328, 2330, 2356 Washington Blvd, Baltimore, MD 21230

Inspection Checklist(s)

Scrap Tire General and Secondary

Inspection Item Status Comments

1. Facility has a valid scrap tire collection |Corrective Actions Required  |No scrap tires were observed onsite during the time of the

license [COMAR 26.04.08.04] inspection. The business owner stated that sometimes
scrap tires are handled on and hauled from the property.

Items excluded from above Not Applicable or Not Evaluated

Scrap Tire Hauler

Inspection Item Status Comments

1. Hauler has a valid scrap tire hauler Corrective Actions Required | The business owner stated that sometimes scrap tires are
license [COMAR 26.04.08.04] handled on and hauled from the property.

Items excluded from above Not Applicable or Not Evaluated

SWP - RD Report of Observation

Inspection Item Status Comments
Operating an open dump No Violations Observed Ongoing cleanup of onsite-generated litter/debris
observed.

There are no findings of operating a refuse disposal
system during the time of the inspection.

A person may not cause or permit an open [Compliance Assistance Burn barrels (metal drums) observed onsite have ashy
fire except 26.11.07.03 residue and burnt-type odor.
[COMAR 26.11.07.02]

NPDES Industrial Stormwater

Inspection Item Status Comments

1. Does the facility have a discharge permit? Info Search of MDE databases (ETS and Wastewater Permits
[Environment Article §9-323] Interactive Search Portal) did not reveal a NPDES permit for
2. Is the discharge permit current? Has facility the address.

applied for renewal?

[Environment Article §9-328]

Items excluded from above. Not Applicable or Not Evaluated

Inspection Summary/ Corrective Action(s):
There are no findings of operating a refuse disposal system during the time of the inspection.
MDE’s Factsheet, called Regulation of Open Burning of Solid Waste, What You Need to Know is enclosed with this report.

The facility is in need of scrap tire licenses for general collection and hauling. MDE's Scrap Tire Unit can be reached by calling 410-
537-3314. STU Contacts:

Abigail Pascual, abigail.pascual@maryland.gov, (410) 537-3334

Kasarachi Omo-Osage "Kassy", kasarachi.omo-osagie@maryland.gov, (410) 537-3373

Dakota Crowley, dakota.crowley@maryland.gov, 410-537-3373

FAX Number: 410-537-3321

MDE Website, Scrap Tires: https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/land/recyclingandoperationsprogram/pages/scraptire.aspx

MDE Forms: https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/Land/Pages/landpermits.aspx
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Inspection Date: September 03, 2025
Site Name: Maki's Towing at Auto Barn Inc Property
Facility Address: 2326, 2328, 2330, 2356 Washington Blvd, Baltimore, MD 21230

Requirements for oil spills:

The facility/ property owner(s)/operator(s) shall comply with COMAR 26.10.01-26.10.16 (Oil Pollution and Tank Management
Regulations) and prevent the discharge of oil or other matter containing oil into, near, or in an area likely to pollute, waters of the
State.

Do not pump, discharge, spill, throw, drain, deposit, or cause to be deposited, oil or other matter containing oil into, near, or in an area
likely to pollute waters of the State (COMAR 26.10.01.02).

Report releases of regulated substances, suspected releases of regulated substances, and evidence of a discharge to the Department
immediately, but within 2 hours of detection. Contact the Department during normal business hours at 410-537-3442 or after hours at
866-633-4686 (COMAR 26.10.01.03).

Promptly control, contain, and remove any oil discharge or threat of discharge. Oil-contaminated matter shall be handled in a manner
that complies with State and local regulations. Remove and properly dispose of contaminated materials in accordance with State and
local regulations (COMAR 26.10.01.04).

For more information to obtain a General Permit for Discharges from Stormwater Associated with Industrial Activity (20SW), contact
Casey Leach (410-537-3619 or Casey.Leach@maryland.gov) or Joey Dickson (410-537-3163 or Joey.Dickson@maryland.gov).
Examples of such industrial activities include, but are not limited to, any of the following when routinely conducted in a manner that is
exposed to storm water: operating heavy equipment; vehicle fleet or heavy equipment repair/fueling activities; vehicle/equipment
washing; and any activity to store/handle raw materials, intermediate products, final products, waste materials, by-products, or use of
industrial machinery while exposed to stormwater.

Operating without a permit or license or in violation of a permit, license, or law may result in the assessment
of civil or administrative penalties. Each day a violation occurs is a separate violation. Please be advised
that this inspection report is a public record and as such, is accessible to the public.

Inspector: WM Barlpew QA,9/4/2025 Received by:
Christopher Barlow /Daté Signature/Date
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Inspection Date: September 03, 2025
Site Name: Maki's Towing at Auto Barn Inc Property
Facility Address: 2326, 2328, 2330, 2356 Washington Blvd, Baltimore, MD 21230

Inspection Photographs:

Photos taken by Anna Catherine

Van with business information

B

Sep 3, 2025 3:31:42 PM
39.26891514 -76.65017379

2358 Washington Boulevard
Baltimore

Maryland P
Apparent oil stains on ground Metal drum with possible burn marks, containi;

S el gbi,

ng bagged trash

Location of odor characteristic of burning trash/plastic near the office trailer
(photo altered to hide vehicle registration plate)

)

Fluid spilling from auto part Outdoor storage Trash/junk/debris on ground
Apparent oil stains on ground Apparent oil stains on ground Bagged refuse from apparent from workers cleaning
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Maryland

Department of
the Environment

Regulation of Open Burning of Solid Waste
What You Need to Know

This fact sheet provides background concerning the Maryland Department of the
Environment’s air and solid waste regulations governing open burning of solid waste.

Background

The issuance of certain permits for the burning of solid waste may violate existing Maryland solid waste
regulations. This can be problematic due to the likelihood of huisance and pollution attributed to the
uncontrolled burning of certain materials. MDE understands that the interaction of the applicable
regulations can be complex, and seeks to provide additional information to local Approving Authorities.
The Land and Materials Administration (LMA), with input from the Air and Radiation Administration (ARA),
have put together this guidance in an effort to further clarify the appropriate application of open burning
regulations.

Open burn permits issued by the local health officer can help to address air pollution, nuisance and
public safety concerns when all applicable laws and regulations are followed. However, open burn
permits issued under Air Quality Control regulations may not shield a permittee from an enforcement
action for violations under the solid waste disposal regulations. Relevant to previous guidance from MDE,
individuals seeking to burn material which is a “solid waste” must also comply with the solid waste
regulations of COMAR 26.04.07, as well as any other applicable state or federal regulations. Therefore, care
must be taken in the consideration of what materials are being proposed for open burning and under
what circumstances.

Environmental Considerations

In addition to smoke and odors that are commonly associated with the open-air burning of solid waste,
the release of potentially toxic compounds from the combustion of many natural and household
materials is well known and has been documented by studies conducted by the United States
Environmental Protection Agency (‘EPA") and other researchers. Such releases include the production of
dioxins and furans from the combustion of plastics and other organic compounds, and the liberation of
heavy metals from paint and metallic objects within the waste. This is of concern because the pollutant
discharges have been known to occur at levels that exceed concentrations occurring in discharges from
controlled sources like incinerators and waste-to-energy facilities for many parameters. This can pose a
significant risk to users of the property where the burning takes place, and potentially to surrounding
neighbors. Additional information regarding the environmental affects of the release of pollutants by the
burning of household and wood waste can be found on the EPA website:
www.epa.gov/ttn/atw/burn/burnpg.html

Legal Considerations

Open fires are generally regulated under MDE'’s Air Management Regulations and the issuance of open
fire permits is specifically addressed in the Air Quality regulations (COMAR 26.11.07.). These regulations are
part of the State Implementation Plan and are also federally enforceable. Additionally, any decision made
to issue a permit may be subject to review by MDE. Certain open fires are allowed without the local health
officer's approval, in accordance with the provisions of COMAR 26.11.07.05.
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For those situations where an open burning permit may be appropriate, issuance by local environmental
health departments is prohibited when it would violate other fire control laws and regulations of other
government agencies.

In accordance with COMAR 26.11.07.03A(1), generally open fire permits may be issued in designated
counties when:

1. The control officer is satisfied that there is no practical alternate method to dispose of the
material to be burned or to conduct the desired activities;

2. A hazardous condition or air pollution or nuisance will not be created;
3. Fire control laws or regulations of other governmental agencies will not be violated;

4. Materials which produce dense smoke when burned, including, but not limited to, tires and
roofing material, will not be burned; and

5.  The material to be burned shall have originated on the premises on which it is to be burned.

Consideration must also be given to solid waste laws and regulations prior to the issuance of an open
burn permit. Section 9-101(j) of the Environment Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, generally defines
solid waste as, "any garbage, refuse, sludge, or liquid from industrial, commmercial, mining, or agricultural
operations or from community activities." As further defined in the solid waste management regulations,
COMAR 26.04.07, regulated solid waste also includes land clearing debris such as stumps, limbs, logs, and
brush, and construction and demolition debris derived from dwellings and other structures (see COMAR
26.04.07.11B for a definition of land-clearing debris).

Pursuant to COMAR 26.04.07.03A, a person may not engage in solid waste handling that, among other
things, creates a nuisance, pollutes the air, impairs the quality of the environment or creates other hazards
to the public health, safety, or comfort as may be determined by MDE. Therefore, the open burning of
solid waste could potentially be in violation of fire controls laws or other governmental agency regulations,
should it negatively impact health or the environment. In addition, the burn sites constitute an
unpermitted open dump unless the ash and other residuals are removed to a proper disposal site.

Examples

MDE recognizes that the interaction of the Solid Waste and Air regulations can be complex. The following
are some examples of common requests where the open burning of materials may or may not be
allowed:

1. Refuse and Tire Piles: The open burning of household and commercial refuse and tires is not
desirable due to the potential for environmental impact. However, pursuant to COMAR
26.11.07.05A(2) and 26.04.07.04C(1), the burning of certain household trash may be permitted, but
only when:

a. The burn occurs in an area where there is not a public refuse collection;

b. The burn does not create dense smoke (emissions greater than 40 percent opacity);

c. The burn does not occur locations closer than 200 feet (61 meters) from any neighboring
habitable dwelling or place where people work or congregate; and
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d. The solid waste is from a single family home, and is to be burned at the residence where
it was generated.

Research by the EPA indicates that the burning of household wastes can produce significant
quantities of dioxin and furans, as well as releasing heavy metals and other pollutants. While MDE
does not recommend the burning of household trash because of the creation of dioxins and
other pollutants, burning of household trash in accordance with the above would be allowed.

Land-clearing debris: The open burning of stumps, brush, and logs from the clearing of forested
land generally constitutes the impermissible burning of solid waste. However, an open-fire permit
may be issued by the County for such materials where the land is being cleared for agricultural
purposes, or the material constitutes yard waste from a single-family home. Waste generated
when a forested lot is cleared for the construction of a housing development or commercial
buildings is solid waste and therefore should not be open-burned. Also, see example #6 below on
the burning of wood waste from silvicultural or forest management activities.

Recreational fires: Recreational fires such as campfires and bonfires are not considered solid
waste disposal, and are permissible under the Open Fire regulations, and generally, in certain
jurisdictions, do not require a permit.

Construction and Demolition Debris: Open burning of lumber and other materials derived from
the construction or demolition of homes and other structures constitutes the burning of solid
waste, and should not be allowed. Note that roofing materials are specifically prohibited under
the Air regulations [e.g., COMAR 26.11.07.03A(1)(d) or B(1)(e)].

Dwellings and other structures: The open burning of unwanted homes and other structures prior
to demolition generally constitutes the burning of solid waste, and should not be allowed, unless
the activity is being performed as part of a legitimate fire training exercise. In that case, the fire
company that will participate must submit a training plan prior to the open burning activity that
complies with NFPA 1403, Standard on Live Fire Training Evolution in Structures. Local Fire
Marshals can help determine compliance in that regard. Note that roofing materials are
specifically prohibited under the Air regulations [e.g., COMAR 26.11.07.03A(1)(d) or B(1)(e)].

Wastes derived from forest management and for forest-fire control: These wastes are considered
forms of silvicultural or agricultural waste, and can be burned on the site where generated
pursuant to the Department of Natural Resources regulations, COMAR 08.07.04. However, this
does not include the burning of land-clearing debris derived from properties cleared for
development.

Imported materials: Where open fires are permitted, the waste material to be burned must
originate from onsite, and additional waste may not be brought in from other properties. For
example, where an area of forest or scrub land is cleared for a new field, the wood and brush may
be burned, but waste from offsite cannot be added to the pile.
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8. Disaster Debiris: In the case of disaster where significant amounts of debris are generated, MDE
may assist counties in debris management if other solid waste disposal options are inadequate.
For example, following Hurricane Isabel, MDE entered into Consent Orders with Counties
establishing a variety of ways to manage wastes that were generated in accordance with FEMA
guidelines. This may at times include burning of wood waste, if appropriate based on specific
circumstances.

MDE has also issued Orders allowing the burning of natural wood in emergency situations, such
as in the wake of the La Plata tornado, when available disposal capacity was limited due to the
huge volume of waste produced by the disaster. In addition, in March 2010 MDE allowed a
number of poultry houses that had collapsed under the weight of heavy snowfalls to be burned.
However, convenience or avoidance of cost to the disposer are not factors that the Department
deems eligible for consideration in support of an application to burn a material.

It is not the position of MDE that there be a total ban on outdoor burning. Counties may approve
controlled burns for fire training purposes provided that the fire company submits a training plan prior to
the open burning activity that complies with NFPA 1403, Standard on Live Fire Training Evolution in
Structures, or in emergency situations as described in COMAR 26.11.07.04. Other open burning requests
may be authorized by the Approving Authority for situations where the issuance of a solid waste permit is
exempted, as in COMAR 26.04.07.04.C.

The decision to issue an open-burn permit is fact intensive and must be evaluated on a case by case
basis. It should be stressed that there are practical alternative methods to burning, including recycling,
composting, and disposal at permitted refuse disposal facilities. These are all accessible options at virtually
all times of year in all parts of the State. The Department is always available to help answer questions or to
provide additional guidance to local authorities who may have questions about the issuance of specific
open burn permits.

Questions

Please contact the Solid Waste Program at (410) 537-3315, or the Air Quality Compliance Program at
(410) 537-3320.
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