


Animal Bite, Adult
Animal bites can be mild or serious. Small bites from house pets normally are mild. Bites from cats,
strays, or wild animals can be serious. If a stray or wild animal bites you, you need to get medical help
right away. You may also need a shot to prevent rabies infection.

What increases the risk?

• Being near pets you do not know.
• Being near animals that are eating, sleeping, or caring for their babies.
• Being outside where small, wild animals move freely.

What are the signs or symptoms?

• Pain.
• Bleeding.
• Swelling.
• Bruising.

How is this treated?

Treatment may include:

• Cleaning your wound.
• Rinsing out (flushing) your wound. This uses saline solution, which is made of salt and water.
• Putting a bandage on your wound.
• Closing your wound with stitches (sutures), staples, skin glue, or skin tape (adhesive strips).
• Antibiotic medicine. You may be given pills, cream, gel, or fluid through an IV.
• A tetanus shot.
• Rabies treatment, if the animal could have rabies.
• Surgery, if there is infection or damage that needs to be fixed.

Follow these instructions at home:

Medicines

• Take or apply over-the-counter and prescription medicines only as told by your doctor.
• If you were prescribed an antibiotic medicine, take or apply it as told by your doctor. Do not stop
using it even if your wound gets better.



Wound care

• Follow instructions from your doctor about how to take care of your wound.
Make sure you:
◦ Wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds before and
after you change your bandage. If you cannot use soap and water, use
hand sanitizer.

◦ Change your bandage.
◦ Leave stitches or skin glue in place for at least 2 weeks.
◦ Leave tape strips alone unless you are told to take them off. You may
trim the edges of the tape strips if they curl up.

• Check your wound every day for signs of infection. Check for:
◦ More redness, swelling, or pain.
◦ More fluid or blood.
◦ Warmth.
◦ Pus or a bad smell.

General instructions

• Raise (elevate) the injured area above the level of your heart while you are
sitting or lying down.

• If told, put ice on the injured area. To do this:
◦ Put ice in a plastic bag.
◦ Place a towel between your skin and the bag.
◦ Leave the ice on for 20 minutes, 2–3 times per day.
◦ Take off the ice if your skin turns bright red. This is very important. If
you cannot feel pain, heat, or cold, you have a greater risk of damage
to the area.

• Keep all follow-up visits.

Contact a doctor if:

• You have more redness, swelling, or pain around your wound.
• Your wound feels warm to the touch.
• You have a fever or chills.
• You have a general feeling of sickness (malaise).
• You feel like you may vomit.
• You vomit.
• You have pain that does not get better.

Get help right away if:

• You have a red streak going away from your wound.
• You have any of these coming from your wound:



◦ Non-clear fluid.
◦ More blood.
◦ Pus or a bad smell.

• You have trouble moving your injured area.
• You lose feeling (have numbness) or feel tingling anywhere on your body.

Summary

• Animal bites can be mild or serious.
• If a stray or wild animal bites you, you need to get medical help right away.
• Your doctor will look at the wound and may ask about how the animal bite happened.
• Treatment may include wound care, antibiotic medicine, a tetanus shot, and rabies treatment.

This information is not intended to replace advice given to you by your health care provider. Make sure
you discuss any questions you have with your health care provider.
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