
To Whom It May Concern: 

On behalf of Living Classrooms Foundation, I am writing to bring an ongoing public safety 
concern to the City's attention regarding the sidewalk area adjacent to the Frederick 
Douglass–Isaac Myers Maritime Park, located at 1417 Thames Street, Baltimore, 
Maryland. 

The brick sidewalk area near our monument/tombstone sign and adjacent roadway has 
become significantly uneven due to apparent settlement and displacement around an 
existing City vault. The condition has created a substantial trip hazard for pedestrians 
accessing the Maritime Park, the surrounding waterfront area, and neighboring businesses. 

We understand that the City has previously attempted repairs at this location; however, the 
sidewalk continues to deteriorate and the uneven surface remains a recurring safety 
concern. Visitors and staff have reported that the area presents a risk of falls and injury, 
particularly for older adults and individuals with mobility challenges. 

Given the continued public safety risk, we respectfully request that the City: 

1. Conduct a site inspection of the affected sidewalk and vault area. 

2. Determine the underlying cause of the recurring settlement. 

3. Implement a permanent corrective solution to eliminate the trip hazard. 

4. Confirm ownership and maintenance responsibility for the affected area, including 
the vault structure and adjoining sidewalk. 

We would welcome the opportunity to meet with City representatives on-site to review the 
condition and discuss a long-term resolution. Public safety is our primary concern, and we 
are hopeful that a collaborative solution can be identified and implemented promptly. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. We look forward to your response.  

Sincerely, 

 

Corey Newell 

Living Classrooms Foundation 

1417 Thames St Baltimore MD 21231 

 


