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Part 2  of 7 for letter with attachments 
July 5, 2025
Mr. Andre Campbell, Building Inspector Administrator
Baltimore City Code Enforcement, DHCD
417 E. Fayette Street
14th Floor
Baltimore, MD  21202

RE:  Stop Work Order for 2524 E. Baltimore date 7/2/2025

Mr. Campbell: 
 (continuation of letter part 2) 

1) The Stop work order, as posted, appears to have been violated within about 24 hours of when it was posted by work that included working inside the house and removing debris while the stop work order exists.  The new debris pile, the 3rd or 4th large debris pile in the back yard since work began in earnest about a year ago, is again covering most of the back yard as pictures by the attached photos from 7/6 around 4 pm.  As recently as a month ago I complained about the debris, including decomposing trash, which filled most of the back yard.  It took almost a month to get a response and removal using the 311 system.  The yard was clear for about 4 days before more construction waste again reappeared in the back yard.  I called in a 311 complaint on 7/1  #553281 after the debris sat untouched by the owner/contractor for more than a week. The pile in the backyard is now larger than when I called it in on 7/1 due to debris thrown out the window and off the roof.  Attached photos from 7/6 document that material was thrown or dropped rather than lowered safely to the back yard and that the materials came from the roof.  Most of the additional material which I saw and heard thrown out the 2nd floor window or off the roof included 2x4’s, large pieces of plywood, and pieces of the doghouse roof, all with embedded nails   It was not safe during the throwing efforts by the workers for either myself or my pet dog to use my backyard.  

I ask that your office notify me of how and when the following will be addressed:  

· Advising me when future debris will be removed from the property and specifying how the debris removal will be safely handled to avoid repeated debris piles left unattended and flying debris.

2) I understand from the permits that are posted on the E-permit portal for 2524 that your inspector or permit approval process has identified hazardous material may be present in the property at 2524 E. Baltimore Street and that appropriate safety procedures by certified workers should be followed.  I have seen no specialized attire of workers who come and go from the space.  Also, I have observed at least 2 windows, and he roof top doorway (when the roof doghouse was still standing) open 24-7 for most of a year (the doghouse was only there since Nov 2024).  If there are hazardous materials inside that need to be removed, I do not see how that has been done at any time since the owner/contractor took possession of the house. 

I ask that your office notify me of how and when the following will be addressed:

· If there are hazardous materials inside that need to be removed in a safe manner, I ask that you advise me of the nature of the hazard and what protections are needed so that I can be sure to remain safe during the removal period.  
· I further ask that your office instruct the workers as to safe practices and more carefully monitor the hazardous waste removal at the site to make sure that my property is not impacted by the hazard.  
· If the hazard is lead paint or asbestos then please advise me and the owner/contractor of appropriate containment procedures for removal from the house that should be done (including worker clothing, encapsulating material in sealed containers, and closing off openings of the house to the environment until the hazard is fully abated.  
· If the hazard is the result of mold and mildew in the house, I also ask that in addition to timely abatement of the hazard, that any future active permit address the need for closure of the various openings in the house (hole in the roof, 2 – 5 windows for more than a year, new construction opening to the back of the house, including but not limited to  under the bump out in the back yard and holes in the siding of the bump out as for most of the last 1-1/2 years as these openings are open to the elements 24-7 despite heavy and even torrential rain, snow, and heavy winds. 
· Finally, I ask that I be notified by the owner/contractor and your office of any breach of these safe protocols that I can timely protect myself. 

3) I am anticipating that at some point in future renovation, the owner/contractor will address the peeling asphalt wall surfaces which are likely to have asbestos.  They exist along the entire wall of the half passthrough which is shared by my property.  I am asking that any future permit to allow any work on this part of the house, including the work of replacing windows which is listed in previously submitted permits on the E-permit site, identify appropriate containment tarping and containment of debris falling from 2524 E. Baltimore onto my property.  

I ask that your office notify me of how and when the following will be addressed:

· Identify what procedure will be used to remove materials with asphalt siding to adequately contain the debris to the property at 2524 and not impact my property.
· Identify what procedures will be used to prevent incidental release asphalt siding during the replacement of 2nd floor windows in the half passthrough area of the house.
· Notify me in advance of that work to allow me to check the adequacy of containment methods and to be able to address concerns with your office before my property is affected.

Thank you for your prompt attention to these concerns.  I would be happy to discuss any of these matters further.  And, again, I appreciate your office’s efforts to oversee work under existing permits and any future revisions to work under those permits or new permits for 2524 E. Baltimore.  Developments over the last few days have been alarming because the owner/worker actions seem at odds to the clear language of the stop work order mandates and safe Baltimore City code practices.  I remain committed to communicating with you about past and future renovations concern at 2524 E. Baltimore Street to ensure that my property and my health are respected and protected as renovations continue under valid permits supervised by your office’s watch.

Sincerely, 

Sandra L. Strittmatter
2526 E. Baltimore St
Baltimore MD, 21224
Tel.# (410) 627-8915
Email: slstritt@comcast.net

Cc: Ms. Cyndie- Ann Cupid-Bowen, Constituent Services Liason for Mayor Brandon Scott
       Ms. Hanna Konteh, Constituent Services for Councilman Antonio Glover
       
(NOTE: remainder of letter sent as additional attachments to remain under document limit) 


