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PRIMARY DRINKING WATER REGULATIONS The National Primary Drinking Water Regulation (NPDWR) are legally enforceable primary standards that apply to public water systems. Primary standards protect public health by limiting the levels of contaminants in drinking water.

MICROBIOLOGICAL:	MAXIMUM CONTAMINATION LEVEL
Colilert test measures coliforms bacteria	MCLG (Goal) Negative for the presences of 
	coliforms	
Heterotrophic Plate Count, coliform-forming units/mL	 500 cfu/mL                 

CHEMICAL:
Chlorine, mg/L	 4.00 mg/L                                    
 pH, units	6.5 – 8.5                   
 Iron, mg/L	 0.30 mg/L            
Turbidity, NTU	1.00 NTU                                    
Ammonia, mg/L	 0.50 mg/L                                                   
TDS (Total Dissolved Solids), mg/L	 500 mg/L                                    
Color, cu	 15 cu

Chlorine = Water additive used to control microbes 
Turbidity = Turbidity is a measure of the cloudiness of water. It is used to indicate water quality and filtration effectiveness. 
Ammonia = Runoff from fertilizer use; leaching from septic tanks, sewage; erosion of natural deposits 
Total Coliforms = Bacteria that indicate that other, potentially harmful, bacteria may be present. Naturally present in the environment
Fecal coliforms and E. coli = Bacteria whose presence indicates that the water may be contaminated with human or animal wastes. 
MCL (Maximum Contamination Level) = the highest level of a contaminant allowed by health regulations established by the Environmental Protection Agency
MCLG (Maximum Contamination Level Goal) = Health related goals. The MCL is set as close as possible to this goal but with consideration to achievability and cost. 
NATIONAL SECONDARY DRINKING WATER REGULATIONS
National Secondary Drinking Water Regulations are non-enforceable guidelines regarding contaminants that may cause cosmetic effects (such as skin or tooth discoloration) or aesthetic effects (such as taste, odor, or color) in drinking water. EPA recommends secondary standards to water systems but does not require systems to comply. However, some states may choose to adopt them as enforceable standards.
Iron = measures the amount of iron 
pH = measures the amount of hydrogen ions, or the acidity or alkalinity of a water sample. 
TDS = measures the combined content of all inorganic and organic substances contained in a liquid in molecular suspended form.
Color = measures the amount of discoloration that’s present in a sample
Heterotrophic plate count (HPC) = HPC has no health effects; it is an analytic method used to measure the variety of bacteria that are common in water. The lower the concentration of bacteria in drinking water, the better maintained the water system is. HPC measures a range of bacteria that are naturally present in the environment. 
TON (Threshold Odor Number) = measures the dilution factor at which the odor is just detectable. The higher the TON, the stronger the odor of the water is.
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