

Request and Rationale for Street Light on W. Lafayette Street in Bolton Hill
 to increase illumination for Brown Memorial Park Avenue Presbyterian Church in Bolton Hill
December 5, 2025
Brown Memorial Park Avenue Presbyterian Church's congregation is requesting a streetlight to replace the streetlight that was once located on W. Lafayette Street where electricity is still installed, in the middle of the block on West Lafayette Street between the NE corners of Park and W. Lafayette St. and Jenkins Alley and W. Lafayette St.  given the electricity is already in existence. All that is needed is an Otterbien light pole with an LED light and globe/diffuser for the lamp.

FYI, I have discussed this with Mr. David Framm, Real Estate Agent, Supervisor, Land Conveyance Section, Right of Way Services, for Baltimore City. He has authorized the return of the light but has no money for it in his current budget. He suggested I make a request to Baltimore City to include funds for this light for the next fiscal year, i.e., 2027 Budget

 It may help you to know that Brown Memorial Park Ave. Presbyterian Church received a grant of $150,000 from the Department of Homeland Security, Federal Emergency Management Agency to protect Brown Memorial congregation and its Church Building.  Brown Memorial received these funds in September 2024  given its historical designation in Bolton Hill,  for the beauty of the building, having the largest collection of Tiffany stained glass windows in the U.S. and to help protect the congregation from extremist groups and individuals given its long history of social justice work in Baltimore City, its work with LGBQT+ citizens, and refugees and immigrants.  Our grant money is permitted to be used to harden the church's perimeter, with security cameras, defense glass, lighting and communication equipment.  However, we are not permitted to purchase any lighting with Federal funds that is the responsibility of a city government - such as streetlights. Mr. Framm and the Bolton Hill Historical Society's representative from CHAP, Susan Van Buren, and Eddie Leone, Baltimore City Historical Society representative, have indicated support for the perimeter improvements to improve the Church's vulnerability. After touring and learning about the improvements to the building they determined them to be consistent with maintaining the historical designation of the neighborhood.  Furthermore, we have received training from the Baltimore Police Department, Detective Stephan Robinson, on how to make our church building more secure and how to protect our congregation from an active shooter incident.  We also learned from Detective Robinson that improved lighting assists the police department's patrols of the area.  

For this reason, we are requesting Baltimore City to support our efforts to protect the historic designation of our church, neighborhood, and the safety and security of our congregation. (See desired light fixture diagrams attached to this request.)
 

Submitted by,

Andrew L. Ross

Andrew L. Ross, Ph.D.
Chair of Safety Committee 
Member of Church Board of Directors
410-245-1936
arossinbalt@gmail.com
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