Subject: Ongoing Illegal Reservation of Public Parking Spaces on the 1600 Block of Kingsway Road
I am writing to formally express deep concern, frustration, and growing anger regarding an ongoing parking issue on the 1600 block of Kingsway Road, Baltimore, MD 21218—an issue that has remained unaddressed despite multiple 311 reports.
It has been repeatedly observed that individuals at or near 1629, 1627, and 1625 Kingsway Road are using traffic cones and similar objects to hold, mark, or reserve public parking spaces for their personal use. As you know, it is illegal to block or reserve parking on a public street using cones, garbage cans, or any other objects. This practice creates an eyesore, disrupts community harmony, and unfairly prevents other residents from accessing public parking.
Despite ongoing reports to 311, Baltimore City Police Department (BPD) and the Parking Authority of Baltimore City (PABC) have not taken visible or effective action to stop the practice. The lack of enforcement has caused many residents to feel ignored and unprotected, and it contradicts the publicly stated commitments of the responsible agencies.
Below are excerpts from the agencies’ own vision and mission statements, which further highlight the disconnect between stated values and current inaction:

Baltimore City Police Department Vision – Community Engagement & Policing
“While BPD is responsible for policing our community, it is also an integral part of it. We will only be successful in our crime reduction efforts by effectively engaging and listening to the needs of the people who live in the neighborhoods we protect. Working with and learning from our residents, our officers must focus toward fully understanding issues that impact our communities. We will work collaboratively with residents to create problem solving strategies tailored to the challenges faced by specific neighborhoods and communities in our City.”
Parking Authority of Baltimore City Mission Statement
“To find, or create, and implement parking solutions for Baltimore City, and to be the resource on all things ‘parking’ in Baltimore.”
Baltimore City Department of Transportation Mission Statement
“The mission of the Baltimore City Department of Transportation (BCDOT) is to maintain and improve the transportation infrastructure to produce a safe, reliable, accessible, and efficient system for everyone that provides for multiple and sustainable modes of transportation for residents, businesses, and visitors.”

The current situation on Kingsway Avenue is inconsistent with these stated goals. Allowing residents to illegally reserve public spaces undermines fairness, erodes trust in city services, and signals a troubling lack of responsiveness to repeated neighborhood concerns.
I respectfully request that the relevant agencies:
1. Investigate and enforce regulations regarding obstruction of public parking.
2. Remove any illegal cones or objects placed in the street to reserve parking.
3. Provide communication back to the community regarding steps taken to address the issue.
4. Reinforce consistent enforcement so that this behavior does not continue or spread.
We expect our agencies to uphold their missions and to address issues that significantly affect quality of life for residents. The community is simply asking for equal access to public streets and consistent enforcement of existing laws.
Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. I look forward to a clear and timely resolution.
Sincerely,
Janzen Kane
denizenskane@gmail.com
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