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In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,
proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”
—Matthew 3:1-2
Repentance. Despite the bad connotation this word usually gets, what it
really means is to turn toward God. There is no sense of punishment in the Gospels’
urge toward repentance. It’s not “repent or go to hell.” It’s more of a “repent and
find your way out of hell,” or at least “toward the kingdom of God.” In Matthew,
John the Baptist begins his ministry by proclaiming, “Repent, for the Kingdom of
Heaven is near!” Rather than bringing fear, this is a harbinger of great news! John
Wesley often preached that the kingdom of heaven is not something we hope to
reach after death, but something that is near - right here, right now! Through
repenting, we turn toward it!
I have been thinking a lot about turning toward God this past year. Reeling
in the exhaustion of parenting three toddlers, I haven’t always had the energy to
revel in the glory of God’s kingdom. Much of the twins’ first two years has felt like
merely surviving - not thriving - and certainly not spiritually excelling. So, during
this season of Lent, our family is “repenting,” finding a new way to turn toward
God.
If you’re inclined to make a Lenten resolution this year, I’d encourage you to think about what it might mean to
repent toward God’s call for wholeness for you. Some of the most helpful spiritual resolutions I’ve heard folks make are
these:



Spend more time IRL (in real life) with people and off of the social networks. You could take an app off your phone,
or just make it harder to get to by hiding it in a folder. So much of spirituality is about connection with God through
others. Being intentional about this can lead to great rewards.



Choose a spiritual reading to do daily or weekly, like reading and meditating on a psalm, or doing a “Bible-PassageA-Day” plan. You could combine these with spending more time with people IRL and join our Experiencing God bible
study at Bethel!!



If nature is your greatest teacher of spirit, maybe commit to a walk a week, alone or with someone who lifts your
spirit (and holds you accountable).



If there is a spiritual malady that plagues you: guilt, apathy, busy-ness, hopelessness, or fear of failure, this would be
a great time to ask your pastor for counseling or recommendations of reading to help you move into greater wholeness.
Whatever you do, may the very action of pursuing greater spirituality bring its own blessings. And may the
Kingdom of God come among us this year!
With great love,
Pastor Julie

Preschool News
The Preschool was full of extra “LOVE” this past month!
We set up a mail service in house, manned by our four-year-old
class. Families, children and staff were encouraged to send
letters to other teachers, friends, Pastor Julie, Mr. Jason and Mr.
JB to show our feelings about them. It was so fun to send and
receive mail!
Phase one of your new playground has begun! The new
equipment has been ordered and will hopefully be installed
during the second or third week of March (weather permitting).
Seeing the improvement will hopefully inspire others to donate so
we can keep on improving. It has been decided by the Preschool
Board to dedicate the Playground in Loving memory of
Sarah Bonniville, former Preschool Director and
Children’s Coordinator for over 20 years. We will have a
formal dedication and blessing of the playground once
the first phase is completed.
The Preschool will host its Annual Spaghetti
Supper and Silent Auction on Thursday, March 14 from
5:30-7:00. Doors will open at 5:00 so you may view all the
wonderful auction items. The meal will consist of
Spaghetti, salad, bread, drink and dessert. The price is
$7.00 for adults and $3.00 for children 2 and up. Children
under 2 are free. Please call the Preschool to make
reservations by March 12 at 787-3089 or email me at
bumc-preschool@bethelmethodistcolumbia.com. Monies
raised from this event will go towards phase II of the playground.
We will start Dr. Seuss week on Monday March 4. We would LOVE to have guest readers!
If you are available to read to the children, please contact the Preschool. We would for you to
come!
Blessings, Carol Burger

PRAY Daily for Bethel friends & family!

Ash Wednesday
We will gather for our
Ash Wednesday service
on March 6th at 6:00.
Even now, says the Lord, return to me
with your whole heart. — Joel 2:12

Margaret & David Hinze, moved to GA; Nancy
Johnson, The Blake; Mary Kirby, Waterford;
Claude Murphy, Forest Pines; Betty Onley,
Carman Pool, Rice Estates; Harold Nally; Harry
& Sarah Parker; Irene Boyd; Connie Fowke,
NHC; Martie Funderburk, Herman Berry,
Gloria Pruett, home; Kay Fraiser, Gail Price,
Lurekus Davis, Betty Goins, Clara Hunsucker,
Tonya Keller, Lee & Suzette Wilson.
Please continue to keep these people in your
hearts. Also, please continue to pray for Bethel,
her leaders and her ministry.

Fellowship Breakfast & Blended
Worship—Sunday, March 31st
Our third Fifth
Sunday service
this month! We
will join together
for breakfast
and fellowship at 9:00 in the PAB.
After we eat, we will all make our
way to the sanctuary to have a
blended worship service at 10:00.
The service will have music from
both our REACH band and our

Keep our young adults in your thoughts and
prayers as they are away at school. We wish
them much success.

Clemson University—Brian Burger & Mary
Sydney George
John Hopkins—Abbie Bowman
Lander University—McKenzie Furr
Midlands Tech—Dana Garnto
USC Columbia—Jennie Joe Wiltshire,
Andrew Garnto, & Dylan Garnto
USC Sumter—Alan Farmer

News from the
Kitchen Committee
Our faithful kitchen committee would like
to remind you that when using the
garbage disposal, remember to turn on the
water and then run the disposal. When
finished, let the water run for a few
moments having shutting off the disposal.
This helps prevent the pipes from
clogging. Thank you for your attention to
this matter and helping keep our kitchen
clean!

FELLOWSHIP MEAL &
BIG BAND CONCERT
TUESDAY MARCH 19
6:00-8:00 pm

Come join us for a night of food,
fellowship and a great concert!

BUMS’ take a trip to the S.C Military Museum!
On Thursday, March 14th, the BUMS will visit the South Carolina Military Museum! We will
meet at 9:15 AM in the church back parking lot so that we can be on the road at 9:30 AM.
Our tour starts at 10:00 AM. We will then eat lunch at a local restaurant (to be determined).
Start making plans to join the BUMS! Sign up for this special tours by contacting either
Mary Ott (803-787-3103/ott@sc.rr.com) or Cheryl Johnson (803-738-2611/dojosc@aol.com).

KNOW * LOVE * SERVE
The Youth Ministry of Bethel UMC exist, to bring youth to KNOW Christ personally,
to share the LOVE of Christ with everyone and SERVE Christ in our community.

MARCH

Lunch Outing this month will be at Bojangles. Be
sure to bring money for food.

3

Lunch Outing

5

Shrove Tues (6-8)

back parking lot for a day of serving in our

6

Ash Wed Service

community. We will get lunch together afterwards.

9

Hands & Feet (10-12)

Hands & Feet Project: We will meet Sat in the

Lunch will be provided.

5th Sunday Outing: We will try to do a movie
day at a local theatre, provided there is an
appropriate movie. More details will follow when the
time comes.

Fireflies Baseball Game Outing Fri April 19
Cost is $15, includes a $5 voucher for food

10

Youth (4:30-6)

17

Youth (4:30-6)

24

NO Youth

31

5th Sun Outing

LAKE MURRAY CAMP
JULY 20-27
Cost: $150

The four-day 2019 General Conference closed with gasps, protests and tears after three days of unifying
prayer, worship and largely respectful debate over whether the church should change language in its
governing document that calls the practice of homosexuality incompatible with Christian teaching. In
the end, delegates approved an amended version of the Traditional Plan, which would add stricter
enforcement of prohibitions in the UMC Book of Discipline on same-gender weddings and the ordination
of “self-avowed, practicing homosexuals.” Delegates from South Carolina on both sides of the issue
found themselves grasping for the right words to describe the raw emotions – their own and those of
other delegates – when it became clear the church they love is as divided as ever.
Bishop Holston
“The complexity of the conversation we have had over the past few
days of General Conference – indeed, over the past few years – has
shown that we are still a church that is not of one mind on issues
surrounding human sexuality, said Bishop L. Jonathan Holston,
resident bishop of the South Carolina Conference.
“I know there are people in South Carolina who see the decisions
of the General Conference as hurtful and are saddened by the
outcome. I know there are some in our annual conference who
prayed for this outcome.
“But whether you are pleased or challenged by the actions of the
General Conference, this is not a day to declare winners and losers
– this is a time for us to really seek God’s grace together.”

Rev. Jeter
“The ability to do harm comes in many different forms,” said the Rev.
Narcie Jeter, a clergy delegate and associate pastor of Bethany
United Methodist Church in Summerville. “Some of my people back
home wanted me to vote for the Traditional Plan, and that would do
harm. Some wanted me to vote for the One Church Plan, and that
would do harm.
“We do harm to one another, and that’s not really the Body of Christ –
but it is.”
Rev. Jeter and many other delegates often found themselves fighting
back tears as they processed what the General Conference’s
decisions meant for the future of the church.

Bishop Holston and his fellow bishops did not have a vote on the
matter. That authority rested exclusively with the 864 delegates
from around the global United Methodist Church – including 16 from
South Carolina.

“The ability to form relationships and have conversations with those
who hold opposite views is very much needed right now,” Rev. Jeter
said. “If you are hearing only one side of this issue, I would ask you to
step out of your comfort zone. I bet there are people around you who
have disagreeing views, even in your own church.

Before those delegates approved stricter enforcement called for in
the amended Traditional Plan, they rejected the One Church Plan –
a proposal backed by a majority of bishops that would have
eliminated restrictions on same-gender weddings and gay clergy,
allowing such decisions to be made on the local church and
conference levels.

“So try to understand their perspective and listen to them without
judgment or hatred or trying to argue. That’s how real relationships
are made. That’s how we will grow our church. That’s how we will
grow as disciples of Jesus Christ. That’s what discipleship is. It’s not
all fun and games. It’s not all comfortable – but no one ever said this
would be easy.”

Rev. Arant
The Rev. Mel Arant, a clergy delegate who supported the
Traditional Plan, said that as painful as the debate has become,
taking action was a necessary step that will allow the church to
move ahead and begin healing.
“Even though we’ve made a decision, we still have a greatly
divided church,” said Rev. Arant, pastor of Pendleton United
Methodist Church. We are here as delegates because we deeply
love the United Methodist Church, and when our family is divided,
it hurts us.
“I would ask all of the folks at our churches back home to
remember that we were the church together when this started on
Saturday, we are the church together now, and we will be the
church together tomorrow.”
The Rev. Susan Leonard, a clergy delegate who supported the
One Church Plan, expressed disappointment that the church does
not seem to have a way forward together. She sees the
Traditional Plan as “a move backward.”

Rev. Leonard
“I love this beautiful, diverse, colorful, vibrant, global community
called the United Methodist Church,” said Rev. Leonard, pastor of
Bethel United Methodist Church in downtown Charleston. “Yet we
are clearly a divided church on matters of human sexuality and
whether we will be an open and affirming church, welcoming fully our
brothers and sisters who would identify themselves as LGBTQ.
“Affirming the Traditional Plan adds more punitive and restrictive
language, with harsh consequences for pastors or churches who
break the Discipline of the church in matters of participating in
same-sex unions.”
“Personally, I cannot support the Traditional Plan. In the words of the
Rev. Tom Berlin, it ‘introduces a virus into the church that will make
our missional and financial structures very ill.’”
Rev. Leonard said she would have preferred retaining the current
Book of Discipline language to the even more restrictive provisions in
the Traditional Plan.
“I will look forward to returning to the local church that I love,” Rev.
Leonard said, “and serve where we can in our own context – and love
and welcome all God’s people as we share the journey of faith
together.”

March 2019 Calendar of Events
Sunday, March 3

Monday, March 11

Thursday, March 21

9:00 REACH (PB)

2:00

2:30

11:00 Traditional Worship (S)

Tuesday, March 12

Sunday, March 24

3:00 General Conf. Round

10:30 Bell Dent Circle (NJ)

9:00

Handbell Rehearsal (S)

2:00

Good News Club

9:00

REACH (PB)

4:15 Handbell Rehearsal (CR)

6:00

Finance Meeting (NJ)

11:00 Traditional Worship (S)

Monday, March 4

6:45

Choir Rehearsal (CR)

12:00 Holroyd Luncheon (PB)

10:00 Staff Meeting (CR)

7:00

Sylvia Hulsey Circle (PB)

4:15

1:30

Wednesday, March 13

Monday, March 25

Tuesday, March 5

9:30

Preschool Chapel (S)

6:00

11:30 Transitions

1:30

Prayer for Bethel (S)

Tuesday, March 26

2:00

Good News Club

Thursday, March 14

6:45

6:00

Shrove Pancake Supper (PB)

9:15 BUMS Trip

Wednesday, March 27

7:00

Choir Rehearsal (CR)

Table Discussion (PB)

BUMS Meeting (NJ)

Wednesday, March 6

Lina Ott Circle (NJ)

(S.C Military Museum)
5:30 Preschool Spaghetti

Kitchen Committee (PB)

Handbell Rehearsal (S)
Stewardship Meeting (CR)
Choir Rehearsal (CR)

9:30

Preschool Chapel (S)

1:30

Prayer for Bethel (S)

Sunday, March 31

9:30

Preschool Chapel (S)

1:30

Prayer for Bethel (S)

Saturday, March 16

9:00

6:00

Ash Wednesday Service (S)

12:00 PEEPS (PB)

10:00 Blended Worship (S)

Thursday, March 7

Sunday, March 17

4:15

10:30 UMW Unit Meeting (PB)

9:00

Thursday, March 21

Saturday, March 9

11:00 Traditional Worship (S)

8:00

4:15

UMM Breakfast (PB)

Supper (PB)

REACH (PB)

Handbell Rehearsal (CR)
Kitchen Committee (PB)

Handbell Rehearsal (CR)

Sunday, March 10

Monday, March 18

9:00

Handbell Rehearsal (S)

6:00

Church Council (PB)

9:00

REACH (PB)

6:00

Scouts-Court of Honor (S)

11:00 Traditional Worship (S)

6:45

Choir Rehearsal (CR)

4:15

Tuesday, March 19

Handbell Rehearsal (S)

2:30

5th Sunday Breakfast (PB)

5:30 Family Night Supper (PB)
7:00 Big Band Performance (S)
Wednesday, March 20

CR—Conference Room
EB—Education Building
NJ—New Journey
PB—Pool Act. Building
S—Sanctuary

March Birthdays &
Anniversaries

Serving the Congregation in March
Greeters
March 3

Janis Lawther, Sara Derrick, Jack Bonniville

March 10

Fred & Kate Brown, Cathy Crumpler

March 17

Paulette Price, Adelyn Price, Charles Byrn

3 Verta Ingbretsen

March 24

Eugene Appleman, Dale Eaddy, Bonnie Speas

5 Allison Price; Emily Rose Walker

March 31

Beth Welch, Sarita & Dan Toma

Birthdays
1 Dave Barnes

Ushers

6 Diane Porter; Bob Pruett
March 3

Furman Porter, Jim Wilson, Tom Elliott, Lee Wilson

March 10

Chuck Ward, David Barnes, Sid George, Larry Cope

March 17

Dan Toma, Ken May, Brenda Shealy, Bonnie Speas

21 Ron Gordon; Jennie Joe Wiltshire

March 24

Kimberly Wilson, Dianna Elliott, Janel Bell, Arnette Jordan

22 Lee Wilson

March 31

Diane Roddey, Debbie Carter, Mike Hellams, Tom Elliott

11 Bill Hynds
20 Iva Dell Griffin; Brian Burger

23 Barbara Harper

Sound System Operator

25 Peggy Grant
26 Wesley Cope
Anniversaries

March 3

David Walker

March 10

Jack Bonniville

March 17

Jack Bonniville

March 24

Jack Bonniville

March 31

David Walker

16 Ken & Pat Wood

Acolyte/Crucifer
March 3

Emily Rose Walker/Hannah Curran

March 10

Christopher Walker

March 17

Foster Barrs

22 Larry & Anna Cope

March 24

Sterling Davis

31 Gary & Leslie Hewett

March 31

Jordan Davis

19 Dan & Sarita Toma
21 Ron & Arnette Jordan

Children’s Moment

Our Presence
Church Attendance for February
2/3

Worship: 107

SS: 53

2/10

Worship: 119

SS: 56

2/17

Worship: 129

SS: 62

2/24

Worship: 113

SS: 58

March 3

Louise Davis

March 10

Julie Belman

March 17

Jason Barrs

March 24

Debbie Carter

March 31

Bonnie Lutz (Puppet Ministry)
Offering Counters

March 3

Dianna Elliot & Sara Derrick

March 10

Kimberly Wilson & Debbie Carter

Sanctuary Preparations: Cheryl Johnson & Janis Lawther
Sanctuary Lock up after Service: Chuck Ward & Arnette Jordan
Communion Servers: Frank & Sally Hafner, Cheryl Johnson

