
Bevinars Glossary to Large-Format Wine Bottles
For those who think bigger is better—and better is barely enough.

A

A-List Pour: Slang for anything magnum or larger served at an event that 
also features step-and-repeat backdrops. Often Instagrammed before 
sipped.

Aging Curve: The long, luxurious arc of flavor development in big bottles. 
Connoisseurs insist that "the aging curve in magnums is slower, sexier, and 
infinitely more forgiving."

Aristopour: The lavish act of serving Nebuchadnezzar or above to guests 
who have no idea what they're drinking. A term of endearment (or envy).

B

Big Boy: Generic slang for anything over 3L. "Bring out the big boy" is a cue 
to gasp and ready the cradle.

Bottle Shock: Temporary dullness in wine caused by travel. For large 
formats, it can be a full-on mood swing that requires days of rest in the 
cellar.

Balthy: Short for Balthazar. Only used by insiders. "He cracked a '96 Balthy 
of Salon—no notes."

C

Cradle Case: A collector who owns multiple large-format bottles and the 
cradles to pour them. Also a flex. MENTION WITH V CANTER



Cork Flex: The unnecessary but irresistible display of how large the cork is 
in a big bottle. 

Cuvée de Crème: A nickname for prestige bubbly in large format, especially 
Krug or Roederer Cristal.

D

Double Fister: A wine server forced to use both hands—and maybe a thigh
—to pour from a Methuselah.

Decant Drama: The high-theater moment of pouring a double mag into a 
decanter while guests feign disinterest.

Dripline: The rogue arc a poorly aimed big bottle makes on your $6,000 rug. 
Not to be confused with a vineyard's irrigation line.

E

Elephant Bottles: Slang for anything 9L or above. "We went through two 
elephant bottles of Châteauneuf before appetizers."

Ego Pour: The overly generous pour from a large format meant more to 
impress than hydrate.

F

First-Pour Privilege: The honor of receiving the very first splash from a 
pristine magnum. Bestowed only on the host’s favorite.

Fugitive Cork: When a big-bottle cork launches like a missile. Most often 
happens with improperly chilled Jeroboams of Champagne.

G

Gargantuwine: An absurdly large and likely undrinkable bottle kept 
purely for display.

Glass-to-Wine Ratio: The inverse relationship of normal stemware to the 
outrageous scale of Nebuchadnezzar pours.

H



House Magnum: What a serious wine drinker considers an everyday bottle. 
Anything smaller is considered a "tasting portion."

High-Shoulder Woes: The difficulty in decanting a Bordeaux-style 6L 
without triggering a tannin landslide.

I

Imperial Impulse: The irresistible urge to buy the 6L even though you're 
hosting a party for 6.

Instagrammable Oxidation: That hazy gold hue that only shows up in 
Methuselah-aged Montrachet. Delicious. Tragic. Worth posting.

J

Jero Jockey: A seasoned sommelier who can pour a Jeroboam one-handed. 
Mythic. Possibly French.

Jeroboast: To loudly announce you brought a Jero. Often precedes 
disappointment when it's Prosecco.

K

Killer Cork: The 3-inch stopper from a 15L bottle. Often kept as a trophy, 
occasionally repurposed as a doorstop.

L

Luxe Lugging: The act of hauling a Nebuchadnezzar up a spiral staircase. 
Usually ends in applause, or injury.

Library Jeroboam: A unicorn bottle from a legendary vintage. Hushed 
tones only.

M

Melchy Madness: The frenzied joy (or panic) of realizing you just opened 24 
bottles' worth of DRC in one go.

Magnum Mojo: The undeniable aura of cool when someone casually brings 
a magnum to a casual picnic.



N

Nebuchadness: The specific brand of madness that compels a person to 
purchase a 15L of 1945 Bordeaux. For "investment."

Nose Dive: The sensory overwhelm from inhaling the bouquet of a freshly 
cracked Methuselah.

O

Ox-Pause: The dramatic silence before the first pour from a very old large-
format wine, as everyone wonders: "Is it still alive?"

P

Punt Grip: The technique of inserting one’s fist into the punt of a giant 
bottle while pouring. Risky. Sexy. Sommelier gold.

Pour Envy: The green-eyed glare when someone else gets the last glass 
from a legendary magnum.

Q

Quarter Case Club: Slang for anyone who brings Salmanazars to dinner 
parties on the regular. Also known as "The Reckless Few."

R

Rehobohemian: A rare soul who brings a 4.5L Rehoboam to a rooftop party. 
Often a trust fund kid. Always unforgettable.

Rack Rage: The fury of discovering your new 9L won't fit anywhere in your 
Eurocave.

S

Sabrage Swagger: The body language of someone who sabers magnums for 
breakfast. Always followed by Champagne showers.

Sleeper Methuselah: A humble label in a 6L bottle that turns out to be 
revelatory. The somm version of an indie hit.

T



Trophy Format: A large bottle bought purely to be displayed, not drunk. 
Often stored next to a Ducati or signed guitar.

Transvasage Truthers: Those who claim any Champagne bigger than a 
magnum is a fraud because it wasn’t bottle-fermented.

U

Ullage Whisperer: A pro who can eyeball a fill line from across the cellar 
and estimate the wine's condition to the millimeter.

V

Vertical Flex: The act of opening multiple magnums or large formats from 
different vintages of the same wine. Pure showmanship.

W

Whale Pour: A mythical-sized splash from a Nebuchadnezzar. Equivalent 
to three standard servings. Seen only at Gatsby-level parties.

X, Y, Z

Xenon Cork: Slang for a giant cork pulled with the aid of an industrial-
grade corkscrew.

Yacht Juice: What magnums of rosé become when served off the coast of 
Ibiza. Accept no substitutes.

Zodiac Magnum: A magnum picked to match a guest's astrological sign.


