
English for Life 

Women 
Matter to God
Eight Bible-based English lessons

High Beginner
Written by Sarah Brown
Illustrations by Ivan Smith



Published by Bible Society Australia, in partnership with 
Anglicare

GPO Box 4161
Sydney NSW 2001
Australia
www.biblesociety.org.au
Charity licence 19 000 528
ACN 148 058 306

Anglicare Cross Cultural Services
Level 2, 12 Victoria Road,
Parramatta NSW 2150
www.anglicare.org.au

© Anglicare 2024. All rights reserved.

ISBN: 978-0-647-53366-6 (print)

Apart from any fair dealing for the purposes of private 
study, research, criticism or review, no part of this work 
may be reproduced by electronic or other means without 
the permission of the publisher.

Sarah Brown asserts her right under section 193 of the 
Copyright Act 1968 (Cth) to be identified as the author of 
this work.

The author acknowledges with gratitude the assistance 
of Liz Hooper, Margaret Powell and the team at Lakemba 
Anglican Church in creating this resource.

Scripture quotations have been paraphrased for the  
purpose of these English lessons.

Image sources are listed on page 3.

Drawings used for the cover and the Large and Small 
sketches by Ivan Smith, © Anglicare.

Cover and text design and layout by Ruth Lewis-Jones.

English for Life. Women Matter to God – High Beginner



 Table of contents
Lesson components ........................................................

Equipment for each lesson .............................................

A note about levels .........................................................

Image sources .................................................................

Variations to activities ....................................................

PowerPoint resources .....................................................

1. Lesson 1 ......................................................................
Part 1. The body
Part 2. Eve is created
 Genesis 2:15–24

2. Lesson 2 .....................................................................
Part 1. Opposites
Part 2. Eve disobeys
 Genesis 2:25–3:13

3. Lesson 3 .....................................................................
Part 1. Clothing
Part 2. Eve is punished
 Genesis 3:16–24

4. Lesson 4 .....................................................................
Part 1. What can you see?
Part 2. God sees Hagar
 Genesis 16:1–15

5. Lesson 5 .....................................................................
Part 1. Life stages
Part 2. Sarah is old
 Genesis 18:1–14

1

3

3

3

4

6

7

39

73

95

131

English for Life. Women Matter to God – High Beginner



Table of contents

6. Lesson 6 .....................................................................
Part 1. Relatives
Part 2. God provides Rebekah
 Genesis 24:1–27, 67

7. Lesson 7 ......................................................................
Part 1. Midwives
Part 2. Midwives in Egypt obey God
 Exodus 1:15–21

8. Lesson 8 .....................................................................
Part 1. Hidden things
Part 2. Women care for Moses
 Exodus 2:1–10

 

167

201

235

English for Life. Women Matter to God – High Beginner



1

Lesson components
Each lesson includes the following components:

Part 1

Aim

To activate knowledge, generate interest, and build 
language and concepts relevant to the Bible text.

Lesson stages

 Activate knowledge

Introduce the topic, find out what your students already 
know, and build language.

 Focus on language

Provide input related to the topic and focus on a specific 
aspect of language to help students improve and refine 
their skills.
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2 Lesson components

Part 2

Aim

To focus on how God relates to various women in the 
Old Testament through reading a series of short  
sentences with matching sketches.

Lesson stages 
The same procedure is followed in each lesson.

 Read for gist

Give students the opportunity to read the Bible text in 
their heart languages for context, then ask them to put the 
text away for the rest of the lesson.

 Read for detail

Read a series of simple sentences that summarise the Bible 
text and match them with corresponding sketches for each 
sentence.

 Reinforce the language

Support students as they sequence sketches and match 
these with corresponding sentences.

A gap-fill worksheet is also included with each lesson.

Part 2 of each lesson also asks you to reinforce language by 
choosing from a list of Variations to activities. These can 
be found on pages 4–5.

These variations are designed to help students remember 
the Bible text. Incorporate at least two or three of them 
into every lesson. Repetition is imperative.
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Equipment for each lesson
 f Whiteboard and markers

 f Large table for displaying resources

 f The Bible text for the lesson in your students’ heart 
languages (links to help you find Bible texts in more 
commonly used languages other than English can be 
found in the Prepare lesson section at the beginning 
of each lesson)

 f If possible, extra copies of the Bible in an  
easy-to-read translation (NIrV or similar)

A note about levels 
A wide range of ability is reflected in a single level:  
High Beginner, Intermediate and High Intermediate 

The broad categories allow scope for teachers to adapt  
lessons according to their context. Within any student 
group there is always a range of abilities.

Scripture in these lessons is simplified as much as possible 
while maintaining the integrity of the biblical text.  
Whenever possible, teachers are encouraged to provide 
students with the Bible text in their heart languages.

Image sources 
Photographic images and clip art used in this book were 
sourced from:

Getty: 18–21 (angelhell); 49 (martin-dm); 50 (antikainen); 110  
(Tarzon9280); 139 (Arindam Ghosh); 140 (Anna Sungatulina);  
141 (LENbIR); 142 (kohei_hara); 143 (izusek); 144 (Deepak Sethi); 145 
(Juanmonino); 146 (recep-bg); 213 (oceandigital).

iStock: 109 (Phattana); 211 (MartinPrescott); 212 (Martinns); 214–215 
(FatCamera); 246–247 (topform84).

Microsoft Word stock images: 19, 51, 53, 245.

Pixabay: 107 (Suhail Suri).

Wikimedia Commons: 105 (unknown artist); 106 (Ataturk.svg: Nevit, 
Nevit Dilmen); 108 (Ilhoms).
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 Variations to activities
When you come to Reinforce the language in each lesson, 
you are asked to choose from the following suggested 
variations.

The steps within each variation can be repeated several 
times by swapping students’ sketches or sentences. 

Consider your student numbers and modify the variations 
accordingly.

Variation 1

Give one Large sketch to each student.

Invite students to position themselves in the correct order.

Display the Large sentences on a table.

Invite each student to find the sentence that matches their 
sketch.

Variation 2

Give each student one Large sketch or one Large  
sentence, ensuring that for each student who has a sketch 
another student has the corresponding sentence.

Invite each student to find the person with the matching 
sketch or sentence.

Variation 3

Display the Large sketches in the correct order on a table 
so that all students can see.

Read aloud the sentences in the incorrect order.

Invite students to point to the corresponding sketches as 
you read.
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Variation 4

Give each student or pair one Large sketch.

Read each sentence aloud.

Invite students to hold up their sketch when the 
corresponding sentence is read.

Variation 5

Give each student one Large sentence.

Read each sentence aloud.

Invite students to hold up their sentence when they hear 
their sentence read.

Variation 6

Read aloud from the Gap-fill worksheet, pausing at each 
missing word.

Invite students to tell you the missing word each time 
there is a pause. 

Variations to activities 5
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PowerPoint resources
A PowerPoint presentation has been produced to  
accompany these lessons. The slides can be used alongside 
the lessons in this book to provide alternatives to handouts 
and board activities. You do not have to use this  
PowerPoint presentation. It is an additional resource for 
those who would like to use it.

Some of the activities described in this book are not 
practical in a PowerPoint presentation and have not been 
included. Other activities have been adapted to suit lesson 
delivery using a PowerPoint presentation.

Instructions

If you plan to use the PowerPoint presentation, prepare for 
your lesson by opening the PowerPoint file that matches 
the lesson and reading the teaching notes. These notes 
can be found underneath each individual slide.

To open the note box, click on the ‘Notes’ tab on the bar 
below each slide. The size of this box, and therefore how 
much text you can read, can be adjusted by moving the 
line at the top of the box up and down.

To familiarise yourself with the presentation, select the 
‘Slide Show’ tab on the menu bar at the top of the  
PowerPoint window. Open ‘Play from Beginning’ and click 
through the slides (using the arrow button or your mouse).

Notes 

Expand notes 
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