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What an amazing privilege it is to 
open this new edition of Sower and 
to read the encouraging stories of 
lives transformed by God around 

the world. Yet this privilege is exactly what this 
edition of Sower is all about; the privilege of 
literacy.

I know you will enjoy reading this edition of 
Sower, as I have. Every story points towards the 
life-changing power of equipping people with 
literacy skills, as so many of our projects are 
seeking to do. The gift of literacy opens up a 
person’s life – like Beena, a lady in her 70s living 
in Pakistan, who in the last few years has learnt 
to read; a lifelong dream fulfilled. Beena is loving 
reading the Bible with the women in her family 
and getting to know God better; how amazing!

I was so encouraged by the United Bible Societies 
literacy advisors who visited us in Sydney a few 
months ago. Julian Sundersingh, the head of 
UBS Global Literacy Co-ordination, spoke with 
great warmth about the difference Bible Society 
Australia is making. Julian extended his thanks 
to Bible Society Australia supporters. “You are 
one of the major funders of literacy programs 
around the world,” he said. “Your continuing to 
fund the literacy programs is creating a huge, 
huge impact in many countries.” You can read 
more about Julian, Cito and Kimmo as they share 
the encouragement they draw from God’s word in 
their work co-ordinating literacy and education 
for UBS.

Also in this edition of Sower, you’ll get an update 
on our inaugural Bible Conference, which was 

attended by 340 people. It was commended 
by one of our supporters, Scott Devine, who 
said, “We were blown away with the teaching 
from all the speakers. Thanks for helping to 
enthusiastically spread the Good News of Jesus 
Christ in creative ways with everyday Australians. 
You are doing amazing work!”   

Finally, I hope you are encouraged by the 
snapshot from our Annual Impact Report, which 
shows the impact of our work over the financial 
year 2021-2022. Bible Society donors have 
supported 60 projects in 31 countries around 
the world in the last year, and more in the South 
Pacific Region, with 20 new exciting projects in 
2022.

It truly is a privilege to partner with you in this 
work, bringing literacy - and with it, the ability 
to understand God’s word - to people who need it 
most. As these verses remind us, “The unfolding 
of your words gives light; it gives understanding 
to the simple” (Psalms 119:130, NIV) and also, 
“Blessed are those who find wisdom, those who 
gain understanding” (Proverbs 3:13, NIV).

GOD BLESS,

Grant Thomson
CEO, BIBLE SOCIETY AUSTRALIA
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Blessed are those 
who find wisdom, 
those who gain 
understanding.

- Proverbs 3:13
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says Mina, a 45-year-old Bengali woman. “I forgot 
everything which I learned several years ago. I 
desired to read and write but I did not have any 
opportunity to do so. I did not even know Bible 
stories. I was so curious to know about Jesus 
Christ...” 

Mina is like so many other people living in 
Bangladesh. There are around 165 million people 
in Bangladesh, and only around 75% are literate. 
Most people in rural areas cannot read the Bible, 
or any book. Women living in remote areas of 
Bangladesh are poor and have had very little 
opportunity to access an education. Mina herself 
was only able to study up to ‘class three’ as a child.

Nirmala’s childhood education was limited by her 
family’s poverty, but in her seventies, as a member 
of an Anglican church in Southern Bangladesh, 
she took part in Bible Society’s two-year literacy 
course held there. Through the use of audio 
recordings and Bible-based textbooks in Bengali, 
Nirmala was able to improve her reading and 
become more familiar with the Bible. 

Anjoli was in year five when her schooling ceased; 
her parents had arranged a marriage for her. By 
the age of 22, Anjoli had four children and was 
a member of a Baptist church in her district of 
southern Bangladesh. When a literacy class was 
offered at her church, supplied with Bengali 
resources by the Bangladesh Bible Society, Anjoli 
finally moved past all obstacles to improve her 
reading skills. While gaining literacy, Anjoli also 
learnt from the Bible, which led to her and her 
husband putting their faith in Jesus.

More recently, Mina and her husband Shubal 
were attending a Reformed Presbyterian church 
in their district of Bangladesh. Shubal is a 

farmer, and they have a school-aged son. While 
attending church, Mina heard about the literacy 
class, where she could study, develop her reading 
skills, and at the same time enrich her spiritual 
life. Needless to say, she was very interested, 
as she realised that she did not know any Bible 
stories and was so curious to know more about 
Jesus. “My desire was fulfilled after attending 
this literacy class,” she says, joyfully. “I came to 
know Jesus personally from the stories which are 
given in the literacy books and CDs.’’ One story in 
particular touched and moved Mina; where Jesus 
teaches the people about the ‘Widow’s Offering’ 
in Mark 12:41-44. Mina’s eyes were opened to the 
truth of this teaching in her own life.

The literacy class did not just teach Mina to read 
and write; it helped her in understanding her life. 
In fact, the program transformed her life. Mina is 
now able to read clearly and is sharing her skills 
with her family members. She can share the Bible 
stories she has learned with her neighbours. Mina 
attends church regularly, and because of what she 
has learnt, she is happy tithing according to her 
ability. Mina has received new life in Jesus.

Like Mina, there are many non-literate adults in 
Bangladesh who have a desire to learn and study. 
Some have the Scripture available to them, and 
are hungry for the word of God, even though 
they are not able to read it. They are eager for an 
education, so they can read God’s word. When 
Mina and Anjoli were able to read the teaching 
of Jesus, they received him into their lives. From 
then on, Mina says, “I decided to lead my life 
according to the teaching of Jesus.”

Overcoming 
limitations to receive 
the gift of literacy

 
“I could not  
read any book,”
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RESTORING STRENGTH FOR UKRAINIANS8

Often, living as a non-literate person 
can be like living in darkness. This 
was the case for Beena, a mother and 
grandmother who was widowed in 

2000 and living in Pakistan.

Beena has lived for 76 years in her town, where, 
until recent years, the area did not observe the 
law and orders of the Government of Pakistan; 
there was no ban against carrying and using 
ammunition, and the kidnapping of children was 
a horrifying reality. Women were not allowed to 
go out independently; even when covered with 
the Burkha, women could only go out with a close 
male relation. When Beena was young, there 
was not a single school for girls in the region. In 
fact, education for girls was considered immoral. 
Education for women was impossible. Beena 
recalls, “I was very fond of education from my 
childhood but could not have an opportunity to 
learn read and write.” Instead, she found work as a 
cleaner in a hospital and worked there for 46 years 
until she retired in 2007.   

Change began in her town in 2014 where it started 
to observe the law and order of Pakistan. In a way, 
light began to dawn for Beena and her family, who 
are Christians, though she says, “the Christians are 
very less numbers in this area.” One day, Beena’s 
pastor was visiting her home, as a part his regular 
monthly visit to the area. 

On this day, an unexpected opportunity was 
presented to Beena. "My pastor shared that 
Pakistan Bible Society was opening an adult 
literacy class in church. He also shared that his wife 
Robina will teach the classes. He said, ‘If you agree 
to join and learn to read and write, then I will take 
this responsibility.’”
Beena immediately agreed and went to visit her 
eldest son. She did not merely take the opportunity 
for herself, but also the women closest to her.  

Pakistan: from 
darkness to light with 
the gift of literacy

cont. page 10
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“I asked if he allows us (me, my daughters-in-law 
and granddaughters) to join the classes.” Her son 
championed her wish for an education, going to 
the local leaders for permission to start the adult 
literacy class, and for the women in his family to 
join. The local leadership – part of the old system, 
but still with some authority – allowed the classes 
to begin. The light of literacy began to shine for 
Beena. 

“We started our class in February 2022,” says 
Beena. “We are thankful to the Lord that eleven 
ladies from my family are now able to read 
the Bible.” Education – literacy – was finally 
accessible for Beena and other women. With 
their new skills, they began to seek God through 
his word. “We started a Bible study group in 
the family and are reading at least two to three 
chapters daily.” Smiling, Beena shared that with 
their new skills, they began with reading the New 
Testament; but, she says, “I believe that very soon 
we will be able to read Old Testament”. 

Beena and the women in her family leapt at the 
chance to overcome the obstacles and commit to 
learning literacy skills, moving from darkness to 
light. The gift of literacy has opened up their lives, 
and they have responded by seeking to know 
more of God. Beena is full of gratitude for the 
opportunity provided by Bible Society Pakistan, 
for her pastor, and for her teacher who taught her 
with such commitment. 

People devastated by monsoon 
rains and floods

In mid-June, Pakistan was inundated by 
monsoon rains, devasting many provinces. Lives 
have been lost as houses, bridges and roads 
collapsed in the flood waters. The rains and floods 
affected 33 million people in Pakistan, with a 
third of the country under water. 
On 25 August, Pakistan declared a state of 
emergency because of the flooding. 

Justus from Bible Society Pakistan reported, “The 
flood water has swept away home, cattle, and 
crops. Hotels, roads, bridges, factories and dams 
have vanished. People are forced to move to find 
the safe places to escape to... They have nothing 
to eat and drink at moment.” Bible Society 
Pakistan co-ordinated an effort at the beginning 
of September, with the help of churches, to 
reach people with practical assistance – food, 
drinking water and milk for the children – as well 
as Scriptures to bring encouragement in their 
upheaval. 

This is not the kind of flood that causes weeks of 
havoc and then leaves behind fertile lands. Six 
months from now, flooded fields still may not be 
ready for cultivation. Most people affected live off 
the land, from crop to crop.  

As the floodwaters recede, the sheer scale of 
damage is being revealed. Many public health 
facilities, water systems and schools have been 
destroyed or damaged. Over 500,000 people 
moved to temporary camps because of the 
floods, with no drinking water, no food, and no 
livelihood, exposed to a wide range of new flood-
related risks and hazards.  

The people are desperately in need of assistance 
and are at increased risk of waterborne diseases 
and malnutrition due to food shortages. These are 
the people Bible Society Pakistan are working to 
reach, saving lives, meeting practical needs, and 
demonstrating the love of Christ.

“We are thankful to the 
Lord that eleven ladies 
from my family are now 
able to read the Bible.”
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In the footsteps of 
Jesus: offering dignity, 
independence and 
wholeness to non-literates

Bible Societies worldwide are wholly 
committed to literacy work, firmly 
convinced that reaching the 750 million 
non-literate adults (as well as children) 

around the world with the gift of literacy is 
central to God’s plan and purpose. 

“We believe that literacy is about dignity, 
independence and wholeness,” says Julian 
Sundersingh, the Global Literacy Co-ordinator 
for the United Bible Societies (UBS). “Being able 
to read and write gives people access to essential 
information, empowering them to make well-
informed decisions about their lives. It opens up 
opportunities for employment, further education 
and helps people get themselves out of poverty. 
In short, people who are literate have far better 

prospects than those who cannot read.”
Furthermore, Julian adds, “The driving force 
behind UBS’ literacy programs are firstly, the 
enormous need and secondly, the enormous 
potential it offers for Scripture engagement.”
In fact, the work of literacy is so important for 
Bible Society, that specialists are employed to 
ensure it happens effectively.

How does the Bible encourage our 
UBS Literacy Advisors in their work?
When thinking about literacy work, and how it 
can liberate non-literate communities, Julian 
recalls an experience in Myanmar. At a workshop 
he was conducting, he asked the group, “What 
are the needs of your people, and how can we 

meet those needs?” They responded, “We want 
to focus on the story of Moses because he came 
as a liberator in a context where the people of 
Israel were suffering for 400 years, and God was 
still listening to their prayers.” Julian relates this 
to the importance of literacy work. “I think in 
many contexts people who are not able to read, 
feel oppressed in that sense, they are not equally 
important with other people, or able to socially 
engage. The example of Moses liberating the 
oppressed, enslaved Israelites is very relevant to 
them, and relevant to us in the work of literacy 
education.”

Mansueto Casquite serves as UBS’ literacy 
advisor to the Asia Pacific. A gentle, quietly 
spoken man who introduces himself as ‘Cito’, 
he lives in the Philippines and loves his work, 
encouraging and helping Bible Societies create 
and run literacy projects for their communities. 
Cito loves languages (he speaks four!) and 
working for Bible Society has given him the 
opportunity, he says, “to expand my reach in 
helping people, and giving them the gift of 
reading and writing.”

Cito is encouraged in his work by the life and 
person of Jesus. “I remember this passage of the 
Bible when it says Jesus wrote on the ground, 
and that's usually the story I would share in my 
workshops,” Cito explains. “Even Jesus himself 
wrote. Even Jesus himself was a literate person. 
He wrote on the ground. That is an encouraging 
story to me, and not just to me, but to other 
people as well, that even the Lord of Lords writes. 
And of course, Jesus reads because he read the 
scroll of Isaiah in the synagogue. The story of 
Jesus is a great motivation for me, because people 
who are not literate would like to emulate Jesus, 
to follow Jesus, not just the literacy aspect of 
Jesus, but the way Jesus lived on earth.”

Dr Kimmo Kosonen is the Head of Literacy and 
Education for the United Bible Societies. Born in 

Europe, he has lived for more than two decades 
in South East Asia, which he loves. Kimmo is 
clearly passionate about literacy, and speaks with 
great enthusiasm about the work he is involved 
in. He has been an international consultant in 
multilingual education and literacy for many 
years, training Bible translators and literacy 
workers for South East Asia as well as providing 
consultancy services, and technical assistance on 
literacy and education. New to UBS in January 
2022, Kimmo bring his wide-ranging experience 
and passion for literacy work and education with 
him.

When asked if he draws encouragement from a 
particular part of Scripture, Kimmo offers the 
following reflection. “I am not a theologian. But 
when I read how Jesus operated, he just didn't go 
and preach that ‘I'm the Saviour...’. Actually, he 
didn't preach much at all. He was doing things 
with common people, non-dominant language 
communities, women, children, men, sick, ill, 
you know, the downtrodden, marginalised. And 
that is a common trend. Jesus preached by his 
actions.” Kimmo goes on to add, thinking of 
marginalised non-literate communities, “I think 
literacy is one kind of service that we can provide. 
And so, we could, you know, copy Jesus in that 
way. We have something we know that might 
help people, so they can know more about God 
through Scripture... they don't have the tools 
yet, so we can help them take one step or two 
steps towards that goal, so that they can actually 
independently use the Bible.”

Kimmo finds great motivation for literacy work 
in reflecting on how Jesus operated, and what 
he did for those who followed him. “This is a 
good thing to do so that the word of God will 
be available, and people can understand it, so 
that they can transform their lives and their 
communities.”
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Annual Impact 
Report 2022

Throughout the year 2021-2022, Bible Society 
Australia has partnered with Bible Societies 
around the world to Open The Bible to all 
people everywhere by all means possible. In this 
last financial year, Bible Society donors have 
supported Bible work through 60 projects in 
31 countries around the world, and more 
in the South Pacific Region. There were 20 
new exciting projects in 2022.  In Australia, 
in this last financial year, Bible Society donors 
have supported Bible work in the areas of Bible 
translation into Indigenous Languages, Bible 
engagement programs and resources, advocating 
for the Bible, and the distribution of Bibles and 
Scripture resources to those who need them most.

See the full report at: 
biblesociety.org.au/annual-report-2022

Australia 

45 of the 53
Indigenous Australian 
languages with Scripture 
translated now have audio 
options.

Papua New Guinea 

7 new translators  
joined the Tok Pisin Bible 
Translation team, with a focus 
on 20 books.

Pakistan  

1,000 copies
of the newly translated Gospel 
of Matthew will be printed in 
a Pakistani language* by the 
end of 2022
*Language names kept private 
for security

Cameroon 

13,400  
illiterate Podoka and Mafa people 
enrolled in Bible-based literacy 
classes.  

161  
former students trained as teachers 
by 2021 and are now teaching 
others.

Australia 

Over 1 million 
Australians reached through 
Jesus. All About Life outdoor & 
digital media campaign and almost 
1,000 churches and individuals 
from across Australia participating in 
various ways. 

Egypt 

3,500 students 

250 teachers
52 churches
Involved in Bible literacy classes 
Most students have continued 
education into secondary school!

The Gambia 

2,854 students,  
80% women and girls, attended 
Bible literacy classes. Most will 
participate in a community Bible 
reading competition. 

Language/Translation

Engagement
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Australia 

40 episodes & 
125,000 
downloads of Life & Faith podcast 
and over 1,200 attendees at the 
national CPX Roadshow events.

Australia

8.078 million  
people reached through 
Eternity’s digital platforms.

56,000  
weekly enewsletters delivered  
each month.

Arab Israel 

240,000 reached 
through online media and events 
during Mother's Day, Easter and 
Christmas. 

Advocacy/Capacity Building 

Australia Scripture Grants and Publishing 

204,154 Bibles & 100,000 
Gospels  
designed, printed and reprinted for distribution 
and sale across Australia and Oceania.  

29,890 Scripture 
resources  
distributed to chaplaincy and  
parachurch ministries. 

10,000 New  
Beginnings Bibles  
distributed across Australia with another 20,000 
prints ordered of this newly created Bible.

Australia 

380,000 Bibles  
purchased and online sales exceeded FY18-19 
by 52.9%. Down slightly on FY20-21. 

Nicaragua 

48,000+ people  
in Nicaragua received free Scripture while 
receiving care in the hospital.

Distribution

Ukraine 

21,500 people  
in Ukraine received practical aid. 

10,647 Scriptures
distributed including 2,301 Bibles, 205 Youth Bibles, 
2,088 New Testaments and 6,053 Children's Bibles.

Emergency Relief
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Donate today at:
biblesociety.org.au/sow

Can you imagine having the precious 
words of the gospel in your hands but 

not being able to read them? 
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Pray with us
Literacy can change lives, equipping people with 
skills to better care for themselves and their 
families, reach for equality, and Open The Bible 
for themselves. 

We know that prayer can change lives too, and 
so, in this edition of Sower, will you join with us in 
praying for Bible Society Literacy projects around 
the world? 

Pakistan 
 
Pray for people like Raiway, who had no 
access to literacy teaching growing up. As 
her family was against female education, she 
could not read or write until joining the Bible 
Society's literacy classes at 53. Thank God that 
this literacy program is available in Pakistan, 
and pray its participants continue to embrace 
the teaching available. Pray that partner 
churches respond positively to the program 
and that Bible Society staff can continue 
working through pandemic restrictions. 

The Gambia 
 
Pray for young girls and women like Fabiana, 
who began Bible Society’s literacy program 
unable to read and write but can now read 
Scripture confidently. Pray that more attendees 
can find their confidence and discover new skills 
to help them find employment. Pray against 
discrimination so that other women and girls can 
safely attend classes, acquire a copy of the Bible 
in their heart language, and deepen their faith.Lebanon 

 
Pray for young children like Samir, who 
discovered his faith and life dreams through the 
Biblical Arabic Literacy class. 

“I want to be a doctor when I grow up. I want to 
help others and heal them like Jesus did.”  
- Samir*

Please pray that more children in refugee 
communities can access this Bible-based literacy 
course. Pray that they can find hope amid 
their desperate situations. May they grow in 
knowledge and faith so they can return to the 
formal education system with an understanding 
of God's love.

*Name changed for security reasons.

China 
 
Pray for people like Zhao’s 64-year-old 
grandmother, who learned to read and write in 
Bible Society’s Scripture literacy classes. Pray that 
more participants could learn literacy skills and 
be transformed by understanding God’s word. 
Pray that strong relationships with the local 
churches would grow and lead to more classes. 
Pray that facilitators and teachers would be 
motivated, wise, and resilient, and can continue 
developing the course materials.

Rwanda 
 
Pray for Bible Society Australia's mission 
partner, African Enterprise. Praise God for our 
cohesive, collaborative relationship and shared 
vision. Pray for our work together in literacy and 
reconciliation — that this large-scale project's 
staffing, resources, gatherings, and logistics 
will be protected and strengthened. Pray as 
they continue to teach the Christian principles 
of forgiveness, peacebuilding, kindness and 
grace, sharing the power of God’s love in local 
communities. 

Sri Lanka 
 
Please pray for the children and youth of Sri 
Lanka, that they can continue to attend Bible 
Society’s literacy program and discover God’s 
love. Pray that the impact of COVID would 
be reduced, so that training for the program 
can commence. Pray that the Bible Society 
Team would be able to travel safely through 
the country, training enough literacy class 
facilitators to meet the growing need.

BIBLE SOCIETY AUSTRALIA20 21GIVE THE GIFT OF LITERACY



Celebrating 
BSA’s 
inaugural Bible 
Conference

In September, Bible Society Australia (BSA) took another 
pioneering step of faith and launched its inaugural Bible 
Conference. The aim of the conference was to create space to 
tackle questions such as: Does the Bible still speak into the big 
issues of today? How do we apply God’s word in our current 
cultural context?  

The conference, which was held in person at the Powerhouse 
Museum in Sydney and online, was attended by 340 people. 

On the night, the crowd was addressed by best-selling author 
Andy Crouch, powerhouse preacher Christine Caine, the Centre 
for Public Christianity’s Simon Smart and Bible Society Australia 
CEO Grant Thomson. They explored how the biblical texts apply 
to our culture today, how we as followers of Jesus understand 
modern technology, how we engage in mission in this secular age 
and more. 

Scott Devine attended the conference online with his 27-year-old 
neighbour. He said, “Thanks for helping to enthusiastically spread 
the Good News of Jesus Christ in creative ways with everyday 
Australians. You are doing amazing work!”   

Ros, from Wagga Wagga, said, “We were most encouraged 
by each of the speakers. Congratulations on a wonderful 
conference!” 

“I have become passionate about your 
vital work over the last few years... Can 
I just commend and celebrate what you 
were able to achieve last night at your first 
Bible Society Conference?... We were 
blown away with the teaching from all the 
speakers.” Scott Devine, BSA supporter
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Bible 
Translation 
in Papua 
New Guinea 

Bible translation is an urgent need within Papua New Guinea 
(PNG), with a population of 8.9 million and over 800 known 
languages, 300 of which have no Scripture at all. 

Amid the struggles in recent years to maintain a stable presence 
in their country, Bible Society PNG has demonstrated their 
commitment to Bible translation. 

Joel Peter, who, prior to taking on the responsibility of General 
Secretary was the Translations Advisor, is excited to announce 
the recent appointment of a new Translations Manager, David 
Loea. Joel goes on to say, “Recently we have been working with 
the new Translations Advisor to give a roadmap for translation 
programs under Bible Society and so...there has been huge 
progress made by three or four projects which are near 
completion.” 

One of these projects is the revision of the popular Tok 
Pisin Bible, first published in 1989. The project has been well 
managed, despite the impact of COVID-19. When finished, the 
modern contemporary revision will support Tok Pisin speakers 
to know their Bibles more intimately, and support their witness 
beyond their own people group. As the revision advances, more 
people are using the revised text to preach and teach in their 
congregations. 

• 24 books of the New Testament have been revised and 
checked by individual revisers.   

• Two New Testament books were 100% revised and 
reviewed. 

• 10 Old Testament books have been revised. 

“We want to get the word 
of God into the languages of 
the people as accurately as 
possible,” 

- Joel Peter, General 
Secretary, Bible Society PNG   
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WHY READ BOOKS?
…BECAUSE YOU CAN

Find out more about CPX at: 
publicchristianity.org

 

If you’ve been taught to read and write, you are 
overwhelmingly in the minority of people who’ve 
ever walked the earth. In most places and at 
most times, reading has been the preserve of an 
empowered elite. One of the beautiful things 
that we owe to the Protestant Reformation of the 
sixteenth century, and the earlier movement that 
fed into it, is the idea that everybody should have 
access to the tools of learning themselves.
The Lollards or Wycliffites, the Tyndales and 
Luthers and Calvins who more or less forged 
the modern vernaculars of Europe, believed 
fervently that everyone should have the Bible 

in their own language; that the ploughboy 
was as worthy of all that was involved in faith 
and “high” culture as the priest or university 
professor. Marilynne Robinson reflects that:

“The movement that preceded the Reformation 
and continued through it was one of respect for 
the poor and oppressed – respect much more than 
compassion, since the impulse behind it was the 
desire to share the best treasure of their faith and 
learning with the masses of unregarded poor 
whom they knew to be ready, and very worthy, to 
receive it.”

As educated people today, we tend to identify 
with those subsets of the historical population 
who could also read, who were relatively affluent 
and wielded some level and form of political 
power. This is vanity. Most of us would have 
been illiterate peasants had we lived in 1500.

If we care for our democracy, if we accept our 
role as citizens and not mere economic units 
or private members of individual families, then 
ought we not to exercise the powers vested in 
us – ought we not to read, expand our civic 
imaginations, envisage smarter and more 
workable versions of the common good? From 
everyone who has been given much, much will 
be demanded.

This is an extract from “Six Reasons Why 
You Should Read Books”, an article for 
World Book Day 2016 written by CPX Senior 
Research Fellow Natasha Moore. Scan to 
read about the five other reasons:
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“Sadly, the home I grew up in was 
domestically violent. My father was a 
petty thief and a compulsive liar. He 
had a few spells in prison. When I was 
five, the police came and arrested him 
for stolen goods that he’d given to us 
as Christmas presents. He would steal 
clothes for us from our neighbour’s 
lines… and then tell us not to make 
friends. We might be wearing their 
clothes.

Faith Stories

"IF I’VE DONE 
NOTHING ELSE, 
I’VE BEEN A 
FRIEND"

Les’s story is part of Eternity’s 
Faith Stories series, compiled 
by Naomi Reed.

I left school at 14 and got a job at Woollies, to 
help mum feed us. During my time there, I 
had a wonderful boss. I couldn’t add up, but he 
moved me to the mail room. He became like a 
surrogate dad. He encouraged me to do night 
school – a leaving certificate and then later, a 
business management degree.

During that time, I noticed a young man 
walking past our house on his way to church. 
His name was Arthur. He invited us to youth 
group, and I started going. I hadn’t heard 
of Jesus before, except as a swear word. We 
had a Bible in our house, but it was used as a 
weapon. I went to youth group, and suddenly, 
I had friends! It was a lot of fun and I got 
more involved. Then Arthur invited us to 
Beach mission. I was exposed to a Christian 
community for the first time and I read John 
3:16. I came to faith in Jesus!

A few years later, I left Woollies and started 
working with kids at risk. That’s been my 
heart my whole life. My first job was at a youth 
centre in Green Valley. Within four days, I was 
assaulted… and in hospital getting my face 
rearranged. There were a lot of tough kids, and 
it was an initiation process. But I loved it! I 
loved the kids. They had nothing – no home, 
no recreation, no God. We developed a camp’s 
programme, coffee shops, safe driver training, 
sports programs…

After 40 years working with kids at risk, as 
well as my normal work, I retired. The next 
day, I walked into the Scripture Union office, 
and I said, “I’m here. How can I help?” They 
said, “How would you like to run camps for 
kids whose parents are in prison?” Scripture 
Union had been invited by Prison Fellowship to 
conduct these camps.

When I was a kid I had visited my father in 
prison. I remember standing behind a yellow 

line and speaking to him through a wire fence. 
I had also run many camps as part of my youth 
work. We started the program. They were tough 
kids! Sometimes, it was challenging to find 
them. The parents were incarcerated but the 
government doesn’t keep a record of the kids. 

They’re forgotten. They’re tough, but they’re 
crying out for affection. The work is slow. After 
the first six camps, our organisation became 
‘Second Chances’, South Australia, and we 
became the sole provider of the camps.

Thirteen years ago, I invited a young, 
indigenous boy to camp. He was 11 years old, 
living with his nanna who adopted him. You 
could tell he was a survivor. He knew how to 
fight back. It was a hard week, but I sat next to 
him. I told him I knew what it was like. He told 
me his nanna was sick. A week later, she died.

Thirteen years later, that boy is 24. He’s now 
working with youth and community services. 
He said he wanted to be like Les. If I’ve done 
nothing else in my life, I’ve been his friend. He 
invited me to his 21st, a few years ago. I invited 
him to my 80th, last month. A year ago, he said 
he wanted ‘to give God a go’ and now he wants 
to go to Bible College. There have been others 
like him, of course, but he’s my highlight!

These days, after 100 camps, I still go into the 
office on Wednesdays, helping. We’re low on 
funds because of COVID, but God always has 
a plan. He has sustained me. I have Psalm 86 
written over my kitchen sink. “Teach me your 
way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth” (v. 
11). I tell the kids, ‘When I was your age, I didn’t 
have God to help me, because I didn’t know 
him. But you can know him and he can help 
you now!’”

Read more faith stories: 
eternitynews.com.au/faith-stories
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Day 1 
"...the tongue is a small part of the body, but it 
makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest 
is set on fire by a small spark.” James 3:5, NIV 

Words are an opportunity to bring splashes of 
joy and laughter to a friend who’s been dealt 
life’s blows. We can bring a soothing balm of 
healing to a loved one who needs comfort. We 
can raise up a future leader with our words of 
advocacy or crush the petals of hope if we allow 
our words to be callous and rushed. One of the 
biggest mistakes we can make is to assume that 
our words don’t have that kind of power. One 
of the greatest things we can do is learn how to 
tame the tongue. 

Lord God, help me to understand the power I 
wield when I speak to others and when I speak 
over myself. Help me to tame my tongue and 
allow your wisdom to guide my speech. Amen.

Day 2 
'By the word of the Lord the heavens were 
made, their starry host by the breath of his 
mouth. For he spoke, and it came to be; he 
commanded, and it stood firm. ' Psalms 33:6, 9

So why are words so powerful? Well, the Bible 
shows that from eternity-to-eternity, words 
are present in God’s way of moving, and since 
we are made in the image of God, words are a 
core need and basic expression of who we are. 
We hunger to hear words of love and validation 
- they fill us up. Words are also how we make 
ourselves known and understood to others. 
Words anchor us, they give meaning to our 
experiences, and are vital for survival - especially 
the words of God (Matthew 4:4). Words aren’t 
just powerful, they are sacred.  

Lord, thank you that you have given me 
Scripture which affirms and validates who I am 
in you. Help me to fill myself and others up with 
words that bring life and nourishment. Amen.

 

Day 3 
‘A good man brings good things out of the good 
stored up in his heart, and an evil man brings 
evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. 
For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of.’ 
Luke 6:45

 

Jesus tells us that our words reflect who we are 
on the inside.  What do your words say about 
you? What do they reveal about the condition of 
your heart? Now, I’m not just talking about the 
words you say when you’re on show. The Bible 
teaches us that ALL words matter. The ones 
you say under your breath while you’re doing 
the housework, the voice notes you send to your 
friends, or the choice of words you use parenting 
your children. The mouth pours out what is 
already stored in your heart. 

Lord, help me to share my heart with you in the 
safety of prayer. Forgive me for the words I speak 
in haste and in heated emotion. Heal my heart so 
that the words that pour out of it are life giving. 
Amen

 
Day 4 
‘The wise store up knowledge, but the mouth of a 
fool invites ruin.’ Proverbs 10:14 

Something I have learnt about the words 
I choose is this – keep it simple. Don’t 
underestimate the power in saying words like 
“I’m not going to leave you”, “I love you” or “you 
are not alone”. In fact, it’s these words God says 
to us, over and over again. “Be strong. Be brave. 
Be fearless. You are never alone" (see Joshua 
1:9). God knows that simple works. So, the next 
time you’re not sure what to say in a situation, 
keep it simple but say it with conviction. 
 

Help me Lord, to keep my words simple through 
the clarity of my thoughts. Even if that means 
I say less, help me to not invite ruin through 
careless words. Amen.

 

Day 5
'Speak up for those who cannot speak for 
themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute. 
Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of 
the poor and needy. ' Proverbs 31:8-9

Have you ever had your voice stolen? Perhaps 
you’ve felt so powerless you couldn’t defend 
yourself, or even if you did, it was met with 
silence, manipulation, or abuse. Jesus was an 
incredible advocate for those who could not 
defend themselves. Is there a person, cause or 
injustice that is stirring in your heart? Pray 
about the situation and ask yourself what you 
can do in a way that is honouring and sensitive. 
Then use your words to bring freedom and life at 
the right time, in the right way. 

Lord God, give me courage and wisdom to 
channel my words in the right way. Help me to 
make things better with my passion for justice 
and not more complicated in my haste to speak.

 
 
 

Why Words Matter
“Imagine standing before a blank canvas with bottles of fresh paint before you. As you make a choice and 
dip your paintbrush into a bottle, something is birthed. The canvas will never be the same again; no other 
painting will be the same as this.  Every time you speak, did you know the same opportunity awaits?”

Joy Ravela is a weekday announcer at 89.9 TheLight.   
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Billercode: 389148
Please call 1300 242 537 for BPAY Reference Number   

Yes, I want to give the gift of literacy!
Open The Bible through literacy (Tax-deductible) 22SWSUTD
(Fund programs in countries like Laos, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and more)

Where Needed Most (Tax-deductible*) 22SWSUGENTD

Where Needed Most (Non tax-deductible) 22SWSUGEN

Donating to ‘Where Needed Most, Non tax-deductible’ enables us to respond with the greatest flexibility.

Amount or my choice$40 $60 $125 $250

Donate by

Card number

Name on card

Signature

Expiry

Cheque
Payable to Bible Society

Money order
Payable to Bible Society

Mastercard AmexVisa card

Please
send

A receipt Information about The Lighthouse, your regular giving program

Information about leaving Bible Society a gift in my Will

Name Email

Address

Church name 

Phone number

Church suburb

Church denomination

Please return this Donation Form to Bible Society, Reply Paid 88900, Sydney, NSW 2001 
(No stamp needed). You can also donate online at www.biblesociety.org.au/sow or by 
phone on 1300 BIBLES (1300 242 537)
In the event that this appeal is over subscribed, we will use any additional funds to assist similar Bible Society projects.
*Receipts for tax-deductible donations of $2 or more will be issued by the trustee for Bible Society Foundation. ABN 
41 725 839 724

If donating by Credit Card, please fill in remaining fields in this section:

Share God's word with 
the precious child in your life.

Since Bible Society's bicentenary year, we have Opened The Bible to over 10,000 
babies and their parents through our Bibles For Bubs program. 

If you have a baby born in 2022, please register your interest to join the program.

Full details available at: biblesociety.org.au/bubs 
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Since 1978, Koorong has been selling Bibles, Christian books, gifts, and media, and 
is Australia’s largest Christian retailer with 14 stores across the country and plans for 
more, as well as Australia’s leading online Christian resources store.

Proceeds from your Koorong purchases contribute towards Bible mission work - 
Opening The Bible to more people here in Australia and beyond.

Shop today at Koorong.com/bsa

45 years and counting...

Coming Easter 2023. 

biblesociety.org.au/jesus 
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Sower.
biblesociety.org.au/sower


