
8
7

B
I
B
L
E
 S
O
C
I
E
T
Y
 A
U
S
T
R
A
L
I
A

2
0
2
3
 P

R
O
S
P
E
C
T
U
S

E
N
G
A
G
E
M
E
N
T

PROJECT NO: 100525 TAX | NON-TAX

South Sudan
Literacy for Shilluks

Overview
This literacy project aims to bring growth and 
reconciliation to people in South Sudan — one of the 
world’s most troubled nations. By providing Bibles to 
Shilluk Christians in their native language and offering 
literacy classes, this project will give Christians the 
ability to read and put into practice the word of God. 

The Need
Since they received their independence in mid-2011, 
WSGMEP�YRVIWX��EVQIH�GSRƫMGXW��XVMFEP�HMWTYXIW�ERH�SXLIV�
challenges continue to impact the daily lives of the 
7SYXL�7YHERIWI��3RP]�����	�SJ�7SYXL�7YHERIWI�EVI�
literate (according to a 2018 Global Report on Literacy). 
With 70 major ethnic groups — each with its own 
language — only 1 out of 10 women and 3 out of 10 men 
are able to read in any language. The Shilluk people 
MR�TEVXMGYPEV��SJ�[LSQ�EFSYX���	�EVI�'LVMWXMER
�[IVI�
FEHP]�EJJIGXIH�F]�XLI�GSRƫMGX�SJ�XLI�GMZMP�[EV��-PPMXIVEG]�
concerns mostly women above the age of 15. 

It is in this context that the Bible Society considers this 
literacy project a priority. A focus on adult literacy is 
crucial for many areas of life: reading the Bible, learning 
basic rules of sanitation for their homes, selling or 
buying in a marketplace, and helping children with 
schooling at home.

65.5%
of South Sudanese people are 
non-literate.

574k
Collo speakers in South Sudan.

1 in 10
women are able to read.

3 in 10
men are able to read.

45%
of Shilluk people are Christian.
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The goal of this project is to enable 
Shilluk churches to help the non-
literate communities around them 
to read and understand the word of 
God and thereby empower them to 
receive the message of love, hope 
and reconciliation in the context of a 
troubled world.

Overall, the project aims to reach 
5,000 learners, with each graduate 
reaching 10 non-literate fellow 
family members, friends and 
neighbours. 

In 2023, the goal is to teach 1,000 
students (500 women, 200 men 
and 300 children). The team will 

print 315 literacy primers, 100 
supplementary reading materials 
and 305 Scripture materials to 
share. It is hoped that in imparting 
literacy skills, they will be able to 
improve their family health, be able 
to read the Bible for themselves and 
participate in both church and social 
activities.

It is hoped across the life of this project the whole 
Shilluk people group, 1.5 million people, will be 
impacted. 

It is anticipated that literacy will have a great 
impact on the Shilluk people, including helping 
people to learn how to build better relationships 
ERH�QMRMQM^I�GSRƫMGXW�FIX[IIR�GSQQYRMXMIW�

Being able to access the Bible themselves will help 
Christians to become an example to others when it 
comes to reconciliation and living in harmony, for 
the rebuilding of their nation. The word of God has 
power to bring healing for the many who have lost 
PSZIH�SRIW�MR�XLI�GSRƫMGX��[LS�QE]�FI�PMZMRK�[MXL�
bitterness and hatred. 

• Pray for those who will take the step to begin literacy classes. 

• Pray for the volunteers — that volunteer numbers would increase and 
that these people would be equipped to teach effectively. 

• Pray for peace and reconciliation in South Sudan.

Ţ&IJSVI�-�[EW�RSX�GSRƪHIRX�IRSYKL�XS�TEVXMGMTEXI�MR�
singing and reading of the Bibles, because I could 
not read and write. But now after joining literacy 
GPEWW��-�LEZI�KEMRIH�GSRƪHIRGI�MR�WIVZMRK�Q]�0SVH�
by joining the choir and reading of the Bible to the 
congregation. I can read the Bible to my family and 
pray to God with full understanding of his word.” 

1SRMUYI���NYWX�SRI�SJ�XLI�QER]�[LS�LEW�FIRIƪXIH�
from the literacy class by the Bible Society in South 
Sudan

*Name has been changed to protect identity.
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