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What I say is that I am innocent. Everybody that knows these two arms knows very well that I did
not need to go into the streets and kill a man or try to take money. I can live by my two hands
and live well. But besides that, I can live even without work with my hands for other people. I
have had plenty of chance to live independently and to live what the world conceives to be a
higher life than to gain our bread with the sweat of our brow.

My father in Italy is in a good condition. I could have come back in Italy and he would have
welcomed me every time with open arms. Even if I come back there with not a cent in my pocket, my
father could have give me a position, not to work but to make business, or to oversee upon the
land that he owns. He has wrote me many letters in that sense, and as another well-to-do relative
has wrote me letters in that sense that I can produce.

Now, I should say that I am not only innocent of all these things, not only have I never committed
a real crime in my life - though some sins but not crimes - not only have I struggled all my life
to eliminate crimes, the crimes that the official law and the moral law condemns, but also the
crime that the moral law and the official law sanction and sanctify, the exploitation and the
oppression of the man by the man.

There is the best man I ever cast my eyes upon since I lived, a man that will last and will grow
always more near to and more dear to the heart of the people, so long as admiration for goodness,
for virtues, and for sacrifice will last. I mean Eugene Victor Debs. He has said that not even a
dog that kills chickens would have found an American jury disposed to convict it with the proof
that the Commonwealth has produced against us. That man was not with me in Plymouth or with Sacco
where he was on the day of the crime. You can say that it is arbitrary, what we are saying from
him, that he is good and he applied to the other his goodness, that he is incapable of crime, and
he believed that everybody is incapable of crime.

He knew, and not only he knew, but every man of understanding in the world, not only in this
country but also in other countries, men to whom we have provided a certain amount of the records
of the case at times, they all know and still stick with us, the flower of mankind of Europe, the
better writers, the greatest thinkers of Europe, have pleaded in our favor. The scientists, the
greatest scientists, the greatest statesmen of Europe, have pleaded in our favor.

Is it possible that only a few, a handful of men of the jury, only two or three other men, who
would shame their mother for worldly honor and for earthly fortune; is it possible that they are
right against what the world, for the whole world has said that it is wrong and I know that it is
wrong? If there is one that should know it, if it is right or if it is wrong, it is I and this
man. You see it is seven years that we are in jail. What we have suffered during these seven years
no human tongue can say, and yet you see me before you, not trembling, you see me looking you in
your eyes straight, not blushing, not changing color, not ashamed or in fear.

We were tried during a time whose character has now passed into history. I mean by that, a time
when there was a hysteria of resentment and hate against the people of our principles, against the
foreigner, against slackers, and it seems to me - rather, I am positive of it, that both you and
Mr. Katzmann have done all what it were in your power in order to work out, in order to agitate
still more the passion of the juror, the prejudice of the juror, against us.

The jury were hating us because we were against the war, and the jury don't know that it makes any
difference between a man that is against the war because he believes that the war is unjust,
because he hate no country, because he is a cosmopolitan, and a man that is against the war
because he is in favor of the other country that fights against the country in which he is, and
therefore a spy, an enemy, and he commits any crime in the country in which he is in behalf of the
other country in order to serve the other country. We are not men of that kind. Nobody can say
that we are German spies or spies of any kind.

We believe more now than ever that the war was wrong, and we are against war more now than ever,
and I am glad to be on the doomed scaffold if I can say to mankind, "Look out; you are in a
catacomb of the flower of mankind. For what? All that they say to you, all that they have promised
to you - it was a lie, it was an illusion, it was a cheat, it was a fraud, it was a crime. They
promised you liberty. Where is liberty? They promised you prosperity. Where is prosperity?

I never committed a crime in my life - I have never stolen and I have never killed and I have
never spilt blood, and I have fought against crime, and I have fought and I have sacrificed myself
even to eliminate the crimes that the law and the church legitimate and sanctify.

This is what I say: I would not wish to a dog or to a snake, to the most low and misfortunate
creature of the earth - I would not wish to any of them what I have had to suffer for things that
I am not guilty of. I am suffering because I am a radical and indeed I am a radical; I have
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suffered because I was an Italian, and indeed I am an Italian; I have suffered more for my family
and for my beloved than for myself; but I am so convinced to be right that you can only kill me
once but if you could execute me two times, and if I could be reborn two other times, I would live

again to do what I have done already.
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