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I thank the good Lord for giving me 47 years of exciting challenges, stimulating experiences, many
happy occasions, and, most of all, the finest wife and children any man could ever desire. Now my
life has changed, for no apparent reason. People who call and write are exasperated and feel
helpless. They know I'm innocent and want to help. But in this nation, the world's greatest
democracy, there is nothing they can do to prevent me from being punished for a crime they know I
did not commit. Some who have called have said that I am a modern day Job. Judge [Malcolm] Muir is
also noted for his medieval sentences. I face a maximum sentence of 55 years in prison and a
$300,000 fine for being innocent. Judge Muir has already told the press that he, quote, "felt
invigorated" when we were found guilty, and that he plans to imprison me as a deterrent to other
public officials. But it wouldn't be a deterrent because every public official who knows me knows
that I am innocent; it wouldn't be a legitimate punishment because I've done nothing wrong. Since
I'm a victim of political persecution, my prison would simply be an American gulag. I ask those
that believe in me to continue to extend friendship and prayer to my family, to work untiringly
for the creation of a true justice system here in the United States, and to press on with the
efforts to vindicate me, so that my family and their future families are not tainted by this
injustice that has been perpetrated on me.
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