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This is a rough transcript of the test in question. Thus, the extracts used in our publications
have been transcribed in detail after repeated listening. Therefore, the rough transcript
provided may not correspond entirely to the audio. We would like to emphasize that the
audio recording is to be considered as primary data. Please note that a transcript is always
a rough rendition of the original interaction. All voices in the corresponding recording have

been edited using pitch elevation for ethical purposes.

Should this transcript be of interest for research purposes, please contact the authors for
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Transcript notations are explained in the book.
Note. This transcript includes two boys. Suggested topics of discussion are the following:

e How do the two test-takers treat the different topics provided in the topic cards that
they draw?

e What is your general impression of their (a) L2 English proficiency and (b)
interactional competence?

e In this test, P1 was awarded the grade B and P2 was awarded the grade C (initially,
a grade D) by their teacher. Based on the NEST criteria (see, e.g., chapter 1), find
empirical support for the assessments made.

e Discuss how the two test-takers handle language-related problems that arise and

how they solve them.

T Teacher
Pl Pupil 1 (first to speak)
P2 Pupil 2 (second to speak)

[Lines omitted because of anonymization]

1 P1 eh: this is a picture of eh (.) an
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American football player (.) holding a::
small child and (.) he’s probably (.)
cheering (.) because he’s probably won
something like (.) some bowl (.) for
example the Superbowl or some (.)
something like that(.) eh: (.)

there’s a logo on the shirt

and a (.) child has the same logo (.) on
eh the (.) his this child s this child’s
shirt (.) the same logo as the football

player’s and I think that eh it’s
probably a fan and a child of a fan or
the football player’s son (.)

and there is confetti in the air that’s

why I think the they’re celebrayerin

celebrating (.) and there is a (.) f£female

hh woman$ standing next to them smiling

(.) so I bet it’s her child (.) it could
be the (.) the football player’s child or
(.) or a fan’s as I said (.) and eh the

woman standing next to him is probably
eh:: the mother (.)

eh I think it’s pretty (.) I think it’s a
pretty nice picture (.) it’s a lotta
happy eh happy thoughts (.) in it and
celebration (.) and not at all sad (.)
eh:: (.)i-it’s really cozy and everyone
is smiling and there’re

some people in the background (.) also
smiling (.) and eh (.) and eh yeah (.)
the au- the audience is blurred out so
(.) you can’t see if it’s ja-if they are
smiling so (.) I don’t know if it’s the
home arena or (.) the (.) away arena (.)
okay pro- probably home because it’s
confetti in the air (.) I don- I don-

I don’t know much about American football
but (.) I would say it’s the home arena

(.) yeah? is that okay?
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(.) ((long pause))

You wanna comment (on this)?

(.) no (.) not really (.)
yeah I think it’s a (.) happy picture (.)
I guess they won (.) and that is probably

(.) the son of that man (.)

(.) yeahv?

yeah

(okay)

((clearing throat)) should I say my name
first?

yes please

eh [name] (.)

ehm (.) this is a picture (.) eh on happy
new year (.) there’s a big (.) pole like
eh (.) building (.) eh which has the
countdown (.) from (.) ten to one (.) and

there’s a lotta confetti in the air (.)
and a big screen telling happy new year
(.) and there’s a lotta confetti in the
air (.) and (.) it’s probably (.) yeah
(.) it is (.) new year’s eve (.) and
everybody’s celebrating (.) there’s big
lights and (.) party: hm fireworks (.)
ehm there’s tall building on the sides
which which has huge lights (.) and (.)
big screens on them (.) and yeah there’s
a lotta confetti in the air (.)

yeah (.)

I would say it’s New York (.) it looks
kinda like New York tall builings (.)
yeah and it’s really happy but it does
seem a little faked (.) so I would say
it’s not a real picture (.) it’s just a
picture and then they have put on some

(.)

yeah
cuz (.) the- ar- I don’t see any people
but (.) but could be over the people (.)
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people’s head but I would say it’s (.) it
probably looks like that but (.) £no it
probably doesn’t look like that$ (.) it

could look like that I don’t know but (.)
it does seem a little (.) photoshopped
(.) so yeah that’s that’s what I think
(.) yeah (.)

should I (.) pick up a (inaudible) now?
((clicking noise))

you discover that a friend is using drugs
(.) 1f you were in a situa-likes-
situation like this how would you react
(.) what could you do (.) what should
other people do Hhh (.)

I would I would be very surprised I don’t
really have that £th$ h that kind of
friends but I ehr I guess anyone could
(.) start (of) different reasons but I
would be (.) surprised (.) I would be a
little- scared? and I really wouldn’t
know exactly what to do (.) eh I (.) I
sh::ould I could have spok I could spook
f£spay$ spoo-spay speak to (.) ((sniffle))
a grown-up I I should I should do that if
I discover something like this (.) but I

I don’t know if I would dare to do that

(.) I don’t know because (.) I don’t
wanna tell on a friend but (.) it’s
really (.) drugs are very (.) eh no- not’
that casual (.) it’s really (.) it’s a
it’s a: big deal (.) if someone uses drug

and the best thing would be to tell
someone (.) eh I don’t know if I would
dare maybe (Hh) the he’d get angry the
one using drugs (.) I think actually all
people should (.) speak to (.)the police
or at least someone else that could speak
to the police for them (.) and (.) yeah
(.) w- what do you think [wh- wh-]
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[I wouldn’t]
really do (.) so much (.) ehm because
it’s (.) his choice but if it’s illegal
then I would (.) really do (.) something
like call the police and stuff (.) but if
it really gets worse (.) then I would (.)
really (.) take a part in it (.) make it
(.) better for that person

yeah (.) I-I would of course say to the
person (.) that it’s really bad and he
shouldn’t do it (.) and if he doesn’t
listen to me I w- I would (.) want to
tell someone (.) but I'm not sure I would
1- dare (.) yeah (.) is that eh okay
should [I

[that] was pretty short (but) (.)
[should I-]
[(it’s up to you)]
(yeah okay) (.) should I put it on the
((sniffle))

ehm your friend is skipping lessons in

school (.) how would you react what could
you do (.) what should other people do
(.) eh::m I would (.) probably tell the
teacher (.) so eh (.) the teacher really
(.) keeps an eye on that person (.) and I
would also talk personally (.) to that to
my friend (.) and tell him that it’s not
good it wo:n’t (.) be so good in the
future (.) it would just be (.)
((sniffle))

better things then (.)

[yeah]

[yeah] eh I wo- I would eh (.) I would
bet the teacher already knew (.) he was
skipping (.) I don’t know if (.) if (.)

if it was like I was older and at
university I would that wouldn’t be such

a big deal (.) ((sniffle)) but in (.) in
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(.) Swedish hdégstadiet it would be (.) it
could ruin the grade in that eh (.) in
(.) the (.) lessons and (.) if (.) they
they could lose their (.) spot in the (.)
gymnasium (.) yeah and I would try to
talk to (.) the people the per- (.) the
friend (.) skipping lessons (.) and tell
him that (.) it’s it’s bad (.) his (.)
it’s better to (.) work harder (.) h (.)
vah (.)
Yea [h]

[should) I do another [one?]

yes do so

(.) eh: a friend (.) asks you if (.) he
she can cope (.) copy your school work
(.) ((sniffle)) yeah eh: I wouldn’t agree
with that I would say no you can’t but I

maybe would (.) tell him a little w what
he could write about (.) or her (.) and
say like (.) this (.) I wrote this and
you could (.) search on the internet for
that and (.) tell him eh (.) w eh co-
completation (.) of (.) small (.) stuff
and (.) give him tips (.) and (.) ask if

I could help them instead o-of just
giving them ((sniffle)) (.) giving them
the whole school work (.) I would be a

littl (.) s (.) I w— I wo- (.) I would
react like (.) no (.) are you stupid fbut
Hh (then would 1like)$ no (.) you you
can’t (.) you can’t do that but (.) I
could help them and (.) ((smacking
sound)) other people should (.) they
shouldn’t give their homework away (.)
cuz it lowers (.) lowers the grade for
the person giving it away and (.) and (.)
it’s not (.) legal (.) it’s (.) not
LE:gal like LA:w I think but (.) in (.)
you get a (.) 1it’s not right to do so and
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other people should also I think it’s (.)
you should help person instead (.) if
he’s having a (.) hard time in school you
should (.) try to help them (.)
eh (.) I wouldn’t (.) of course give him
the whole copy of my school work (.) but
I (.) would of course (.) help them a lot
(.) but (.) I'1l (.) would tell him that
(.) he has to do this by yourself (.) ehm
(.) because if (.) my (.) ehm work is (.)
just an E grade (.) and he could’ve made
an B (.) or A (.) then (.) it’s Jjust bad
for him (.) not so good (.)
ah okay yeah it could lower [both
[yeah]
(.) grades] (.) yeah (.) tha- that’s (.)
that’s it I guess (.)

d’you want another one?

should I?

0 )

eh:m (.) there are no se- empty seats on
your bus (.) when an elderly

person gets on (.) h (.) we:ll I (.)
wouldn’t really do (.) s (.) so much for
that person (.) if that person didn’t r-

really come up to me and ask for the seat

(.) because then I could stand up and (.)

let her sit down (.) because the elderly
(.) needs it (.) a:n (.) or if it’s like
(.) a younger person (.) sitting next to
me (.) I would tell (.) that person maybe
yump a- stand up (.) and give that person
to the-() elderly (.)

myeah (.) I I I w- I have actually (.)
been in kind of that situation (.) but
I’'m not sure (.) IF (.) ifsh if (.) the
person (.) didn’t Ask for the seat (.) I

(.) I don’t think I really would Dare I-

I would feel embarrassed by standing up
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and like (.) but I I know it’s the right
thing to do (.) and of course if they
asked I would (.) eh (.) of course (.)
give them my seat (.) and (.) but I'm not
sure ehm (.) if (.) 1f there-or if there

is really a full bus I would s- probably

stand up (.) or I would a:sk the person
would you like to sit here (.) and (.) if
they say (.) yes please I would of course
stand up (.) and (.) but eh (.) I'm not
really that s:ocially (.) I'm a little
(.) eh (.) shy so I (.) it would be (.)
yeah (.) I wouldn’t be very (.) brave (.)
and (.) but I I would try to ask them at

least try to have the courage to ask them

(.) and (.) yeah (.)

((long pause))

this (side) yeah?

yeah

(.) should I take a third one?

(no pick [another] of the yellow ones)
(foh])

((sniffle, smacking sound)) (.) eh people

care too little about traffic laws (.)

agree or disagree (.) explain and explain
why and give examples (.) eh I don’t
really kno:w (.) I I think that (.)

0

I disagree I think so (.) but I'm (.) I
don’t drive (.) anything (.) I Jjust (.)
walk and (.) take the bus and (.) bike so
eh (.) I guess some people don’t (.) stop
at stop signs (.) but I don’t notice it
since I (.) £sit in$ the back of the car
or (.) walk but (.) eh (.) sometimes I
guess people (.) h (.) I think people are
pretty good at eh (.) pr- pretty good at
eh (.) ((smacking sound)) (.) what is it
called e:h (.) following the law cuz (.)
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people often stop at (.) crossing lanes?

(.) the white striped streets w fwhere

you walk over$ (.) eh and (.) I (.) it’'s
pretty (.) I'm not I’'m not in traffic
that much (.) just (.) and when I'm the

bus ehm when I’'m in the bus I really
don’t (.) look at the traffic so (.) yeah
(.) eh [ ((mumbling)) ]

[ Eh:m I don’t]
really know either (.) because I don’t
(.) take the car so much (.) or go by bus
(.) I take the (.) bike and walk (.) but
what I know (.) here in Sweden (.) they
(.) care (.) really much (.) but what

I’ve heard other countries really (.)

don’t but (.) some people here in Sweden
(.) might not care about (.) the traffing
law traffic laws (.) and (.) doesn’t (.)
stop when it’s (.) a stop sign or (.) red
light (.) and (.) doesn’t really stop for
people walking over (.) if they’re in a
hurry just (.) they’re just driving by

people who’s (.) halfway over the street

(.) and they don’t really care about

others (.) in the traffic (.)
yeah [okay]
[just] (.) some
but eh traffic laws (.) are of course for
pedestrians too (.) they also have to

follow laws they can’t just run into the

street but (.) I think most of pe-who
most of the people just (.) walk on the
sidewalk (.) drive car on the road and

(.) bike at the side of the sidewalk (.)
although I (.) bike at the sidewalk
sometimes cuz (.) there’re a lotta
traffic and I don’t wanna be too close to
the cars [so]

[yeah]
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(.) that that’s maybe a (.) common (.)
mistake (.) yeah yeah (.)

yeah

that’s (you can) ((mumbling, laughing,

shuffling cards))

mm (.) people care too little about
school work (.) well most people at least
here (.) care about school work I
haven’t really seen (.) a person who (.)
doesn’t (.) and what I know (.) all the
people in our class does (.) care

about (.) (the) school work (.) but some
people here what I know (.) just skips
work (.)

(£h:9)

and let (.) let’s other people do it (.)

like copying eh other’s homework (.)
yeah (.) yeah some people are of course
(.) some people I think care too much
actually (.) [but

[yeah (.) that too]

(.) eh (.) i:t's it differs a lot eh
some people (.) don’t care too much about
school work (.) and I think it’s their
choice (.) it could ruin their future but
(.) some (.) like one paper don’t ruin
the whole future so (.) but that could be
a dangerous (.) eh (.) dangerous thinking
to think that on every paper (.) like no
this won’t ruin my (.) then it could ruin
if you think that about all papers but
(.) some people (.) really (.) wants a
good grade and (.) 1it’s their choice (.)
so I think (.) e e (.) it’s people’s
choice to (.) care about (.) school work
(.)
yeah
I kinda disagree (.) so (yeah) (.) Yeah
(.)
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yes (.) go with another yu- yellow

okay (.) people care too much about
sports: No I I don’t think so (.) eh (.)
I disagree I I do think eh (.) it could
be a litterla little eh (.) overwhelming
sometimes there’s a lot of money in it
(.) that’s a litte (.) it’s a litt too
much money in sports I think but (.) I

gets I guess that could be good also (.)

probably (.) Spain f£probably H h$
probably (.) gets a lotta f£money from$
football (.) and (.) of course (.)
american (.) football is a vfvf-ery (.) I

don’t know if i- it’s good for the

economy or not but (.) I think it’s a

little (.) eh it’s (.) I think pe- it’s
sports is great but (.) some people care
care too much actually (.) some people
like (.) fights and I don’t think that'’s
okay (.) it’s (dis) just a friendly game
of spou:ts (.) speouts ((imitating
accent)) ehm (.) yeah I don’t I

don’t thi- I th- I don’t think so (.) I
like sports (.) it could be really fun to

(.) watch and spectates

Ehm I think people Do care too much about
sports (.) because (.) I self have been
to a (.) like (.) sport fight (.) or like
some people walking by saying that (.)
some fans that their (.) team (.) sucked
(.) so (.) they like beat (.) beat that
piec- person up (.) so I really think
that (.) people shouldn’t care that much
about sports

nah yeah:

I know you can like it but (.)

it shouldn’t get like (.) be too much (.)
yeah wh- when people start fighting they

care too much [(I would say)] (.)

11



392 P2 [yeah]
393 P1 they should care about their own lives

394 instead (.) cuz (the) not them playing
395 (.)

396 P2 [yeah]

397 P1 [£IF$] yeah of course there are people
398 playing (.) but (.) IF (.) it’s someone
399 (.) isn’t playing in a team (.) and (.)
400 no you shouldn’t beat up anyone anyway
401 (.) anywhere (.) or (.) any- anywhy (.)
402 fbecause h$ but when s- people start
403 fighting it’s it’s too: (.)

404 P2 yeah s just too much

405 P1 yeah (.) especially when the (.) when
406 they’re not playing themselves

407 P2 yeah (.)

408 Pl yeah (.) m (.)

409 P2 should I (.) take another one (.)

410 Pl pick a card (any) card

411 P2 ehm (.) people care too much about the
412 latest fashion (.) well (.) some people
413 (.) mostly teenagers does (.) ehm (.) if
414 somebody like (.) doesn’t have afford for
415 (.) some kind of clothes then they

416 shouldn’t buy it (.) they should just go
417 with their (.) clothes that they have (.)
418 afford for (.) or yeah (.) and (.) some
419 people care just too much like (.)

420 pushing some people out because they

421 don’t have (.) fashion clothes (.) but
422 what if they can’t afford it (.) and it’s
423 not their fault (.)

424 P1 yeah I agree (.) h h (.) eh I like nice
425 clothes though but I don’t really care if
426 people wear or not (.) I don’t alwe-

427 always wear fashionable clothes but (.) I
428 like it but (.) some people care (.) too
429 much (.) you shouldn’t be pushing anyone
430 out or something like that (.) because

12
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they’re not wearing (.) nice clothes (.)
because as you said peop- all not
everyone can afford (.) really nice
clothes so (.)
(good)
eh the latest fashion that’s (.) it
differs a lot (.) as the most questions
(.)
well I think it’s pretty (.) pathetic
that some people (.) care about (.)
fashion (.) 1if like (.) [2a person

[yeah]

on] school doesn’t (.) have

(.)
(07)
the latest fashion (.) then you shouldn’t
be mean to that person (.)

no of course not nej no

mm
(.) but fashion could mean (.) a lot of
things (.)

yeah

it could mean like catwalks with
ridiculous clothes (.) like no one would
wear (.) in public (.) and it could be
just (.) the brands (.) and the brands
doesn’t really matter (.) but it does
matter (.) for a lot of people (.) but it
shouldn’t matter (.) although it’s (.) a
lotta times there it’s (.) better quality
with brands but (.) they are also a lot
(.) eh (.) expenses (.) more expensive so
(.) yeah

okay

is that it?
you’ re done?

yeah
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