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Three melodies by Johannes Brahms are given below. For each melody: 
1. Above the staff: label the bracketed three- and four-note melodic figures. 
2. Below the staff: label the rhythmic pattern for each melodic figure below the staff, using the abbreviations introduced 

in Chapter 13: SPO, TRO, DAC and ANA. 
3. On the blank staff: notate the melody’s secondary structural line. This will be in half notes for melody (a), and in 

quarter notes for melodies (b) and (c). 
4. Within the structural line: bracket and label the three-note spondaic melodic figures, from downbeat to downbeat.   
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 Tw
o opening cantus fragm

ents are given below
, labelled (a) and (b).  For each cantus fragm

ent: 
1. 

C
om

pose a secondary structural line, and three contrasting quadruple paraphrases based on that secondary line. C
lose each paraphrase w

ith a phrase cadence. 
2. 

For each paraphrase, bracket and label the m
elodic figures above the line, and label the rhythm

ic patterns below
 the line. 
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 The tw
o closing phrases of the hym

n tune given below
 have been recast as a w

hole-note cantus, and then elaborated as a secondary structural line. 
1. 

C
om

pose tw
o contrasting quadruple paraphrases based on this secondary structural line. Set Paraphrase (a) as a contrasting period, and Paraphrase (b) in an 

asym
m

etrical phrase group of three phrases. 
2. 

For both paraphrases: bracket and label the m
elodic figures above the line, and label the rhythm

ic patterns below
 the line. 
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Paraphrase (a): contrasting period 

Paraphrase (b): asym
m

etrical phrase group 
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 Tw
o cantus are provided below

. 
1. 

O
n cantus (a): w

rite a secondary structural line, and then com
pose a quadruple paraphrase as a parallel period. 

2. 
O

n cantus (b): w
rite a secondary structural line, and then com

pose a quadruple paraphrase in an asym
m

etrical phrase group. 
3. 

For both paraphrases, bracket and label the m
elodic figures above the line, and label the rhythm

ic patterns below
 the line. 
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 The fugue subject given below
 has been recast as a w

hole-note cantus. B
ased on this cantus: 

1. 
C

om
pose tw

o contrasting secondary structural lines, and tw
o contrasting paraphrases.  Set each paraphrase in an asym

m
etrical phrase group. 

2. 
For both paraphrases: bracket and label the m

elodic figures above the line, and label the rhythm
ic patterns below

 the line. 
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 The last tw
o phrases of a hym

n tune have been recast as a w
hole-note cantus (continued on the next page). Based on this cantus: 

1. 
C

om
pose a secondary structural line, and a paraphrase set as a double period. 

2. 
For the paraphrase: bracket and label the m

elodic figures above the line, and label the rhythm
ic patterns below

 the line. 
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C
antus 

Secondary structural line 

Paraphrase 
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