
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Are you recording an attribute 
of a Group 1 (WEMI),  

a Group 2 (PFCb),  

or a Group 3 (COEvPl) entity? 

Work (W) or 
Expression (E) 

RDA Section 2 
(Chapters 5-7) 

Manifestation (M) 
or Item (I) 

RDA Section 1 
(Chapters 1-4) 

Person (P) 
RDA Chapter 9 

Family (F) 
RDA Chapter 10 

Corporate body (Cb) 
RDA Chapter 11 

Concept (C) 
RDA Chapter 13 

Object (O) 
RDA Chapter 14 

Event (Ev) 
RDA Chapter 15 

Place (Pl) 
RDA Chapter 16 

CD Quick Guide 1.2 

Quick Guide to RDA 
Which RDA chapter do I need? 

Is the entity 
a W / E  

or a M / I? 

Group 1 (WEMI) 
RDA Sections 1-2 

Is the 
entity a P, 

F, or Cb? 

Group 2 (PFCb) 
RDA Section 3 

(Including Chapter 8:  
General guidelines) 

Is the entity 
a C, O, 

 Ev, or Pl? 

Group 3 (COEvPl) 
RDA Section 4 

(Including Chapter 12: 
General guidelines) 

 

Relationship 
SEE PAGE 2 OF 

THIS QUICK GUIDE 
 

Attribute 
RDA Sections 1-4 

Are you 
recording an 
attribute or a 
relationship? 

BEGIN HERE 
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Is the 
relationship 

between 
related W, 

E, M, or I? 

Are you 
recording an 
attribute or a 
relationship? 

Group 2 (PFCb) 
RDA Sections 6 & 9 

 

Group 3 (COEvPl) 
RDA Sections 7 & 10 

 

Is the relationship 
from a resource to a 
PFCb, or between 

related PFCb? 

Is it a primary 
relationship? 

Yes  
(e.g. Expression  

of a Work) 

RDA Section 5 
(Chapter 17) 

 

No  
(e.g. Related Expression) 

RDA Section 8 
(Including Chapter 24:  

General guidelines) 

 

Related works (W) 
RDA Chapter 25 

Related 
expressions (E) 
RDA Chapter 26 

Related 
manifestations (M) 

RDA Chapter 27 

Related item (I) 
RDA Chapter 28 

To a PFCb 
RDA Section 6 

(Including Chapter 18:  
General guidelines) 

 

Is the 
PFCb 

associated 
with a W, 

E, M, or I? 

Between related 
PFCb 

RDA Section 9 
(Including Chapter 29:  

General guidelines) 

 

Related persons (P) 
RDA Chapter 30 

Related families (F) 
RDA Chapter 31 

Related 
corporate 

bodies (Cb) 
RDA Chapter 32 

Associated with a 
work (W) 

RDA Chapter 19 

Associated with 
an expression (E) 

RDA Chapter 20 

Associated with a 
manifestation (M) 

RDA Chapter 21 

Associated with 
an item (I) 

RDA Chapter 22 

Is the 
relationship 

between 
related P, 

F, or Cb? 

Is the relationship 
to a COEvPl, or 
between related 

COEvPl? 

To a COEvPl 
RDA Section 7 

(Chapter 23) 

 

Is the 
relationship 

with a 
related C, 

O, Ev or Pl? 

Related objects (O) 
RDA Chapter 35 

Related concepts (C) 
RDA Chapter 34 

Related events (Ev) 
RDA Chapter 36 

Related places (Pl) 
RDA Chapter 37 

BEGIN HERE 

Attribute 
SEE PAGE 1 OF 

THIS QUICK GUIDE 
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Associated with 
an expression (E) 

RDA Chapter 20 
Associated with 

an expression (E) 
RDA Chapter 20 Associated with an 

expression (E) 
RDA Chapter 20 

Associated with a 
manifestation (M) 

RDA Chapter 21 

Associated with an 
item (I) 

RDA Chapter 22 

Are you recording a 
relationship for a Group 1 

(WEMI),  
a Group 2 (PFCb),  

or a Group 3 (COEvPl) entity? 

Is the relationship 
to a COEvPl (i.e. 
the subject of a 

work), or between 
related COEvPl? 

 

Is the 
PFCb 

associated 
with a W, 
E, M, or I? 

 
Is the 

relationship 
with a 

related P, F, 
or Cb? 

 

Between related 
PFCb 

RDA Section 9 
(Including Chapter 29:  

General guidelines) 

 

Related persons (P) 
RDA Chapter 30 

 
Related families (F) 

RDA Chapter 31 
 

Related corporate 
bodies (Cb) 

RDA Chapter 32 
 

Relationship 
RDA Sections 5-10 

 

Group 1 (WEMI) 
RDA Sections 5 & 8 

To a PFCb 
RDA Section 6 

(Including Chapter 
18: General 
guidelines) 

 

Between related 
COEvPl 

RDA Section 10 
(Including Chapter 33:  

General guidelines) 
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