Exercise 5.2: Anticipated and Unanticipated Moments in Theorizing

	Feminist Research Ethic
	What brought you to this moment?
	Characterization of the moment
	How do you deal with this moment?

	
	
	
	

	Power
	Anticipated:  Surveying theories

 
	How do hierarchies in the field affect the theories I consider?
	Look outside my comfort zone. 

Interrogate disciplinary boundaries.

	
	Unanticipated:


	No theoretical perspective considers all of the concepts that the empirical literature suggests are important.
	Develop my analytical skills by reading the theoretical literature analytically for theoretical insights and reading empirical literature (including non-scholarly reports and texts) analytically for its concepts.

	Power/relationships
	Unanticipated:

Conceptualizing, theorizing
	Though your question was previously researched from a non-feminist perspective, the theoretical perspective deployed did not include ways of conceptualizing multiple and dynamic relationships of power – esp. gender hierarchy
	Draw on the interdisciplinary feminist literature and integrate its theoretical insights, revising mainstream theories.

	Boundaries
	Anticipated: Worried about the ways in which disciplinary hierarchies are affecting my view of the theoretical landscape.
	On-going. The “moment” never passes
	Can I use existing concepts more creatively?

Can I deconstruct existing concepts? Can I understand the boundaries between concepts differently?

Consider theories in related disciplines to see if they are relevant to your question and expand your theoretical landscape.

	Relationship


	Anticipated: Trying to theorize about the data
	My relationships and lack of relationships affect what kind of data I can collect 
	Notice it. Try to attend to it by developing and maintaining relationships as a crucial part of the research process.

	
	Unanticipated:
	My relationship to research subjects as an outsider, and as marginal but also perceived as expert.
	Notice it. Attend to it.

	
	Unanticipated: Preliminary data collection
	Research participants’ insights either directly or indirectly reveal that they are conceiving of your research question differently from how you or other theories are.
	Consider reconceptualizing your question in dialogue with your research participants



	Situatedness of the researcher
	Anticipated: Trying to theorize about the data


	What ways of seeing the world from my previous research and experience are inhibiting my ability to read the data fresh?
	Attend to my own hierarchies of knowledge. (E.g. you may see things in threes, so when looking for a typology in data, I make sure that you don’t stop analyzing when you find three ways of categorizing the data. Others are inclined to see data dichotomously, which makes it more amenable to quantitative study.)

	
	Unanticipated: theorizing
	Realize that my findings are affirming my intuitions
	Concern that my methods have “cooked” the data.

Concern that relationships with research subjects have biased the data

	
	Unanticipated: sharing findings
	Did my findings really come from my analysis of the data and not from the selection technique?
	How did you select your data or your research participants? Revisit the original sampling technique. Choose a different sampling technique. Select a different sample from a different pool.


