Things to check in a pilot study

Instructions
· Did participants understand the instructions? 
· Did they always know what they were expected to do? 
· Did the instructions accurately reflect the way the study was conducted or were there any discrepancies?
Questions and Materials 
· Was there any part of the materials participants did not understand?
· Was there any task or question participants needed more information to answer?
· Was there any question participants felt had multiple interpretations?
· For responses to rating scales, did participants make use of the full scale, or did they tend to keep to either neutral or extreme values? 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Looking at the overall data, do responses cover the whole range of possible values, or does there seem to be either a ceiling effect or floor effect, i.e. are responses either clustered around the top or the bottom of the range of available responses?
· Have you made your research accessible?
Data
· Try to enter and analyse the data gained in your pilot study. 
· Did the study generate the type of data you were looking for? 
· Did the study generate data in a format useful for you? 
· Can you run the analyses you were planning to run?
· Is the system secure and can it cope with errors the user may make?
· Is there any additional data which would make the results more informative or meaningful? 
Procedure
· Think about validity and reliability. Have you controlled for any relevant factors? For example, you might notice that your sample comprises of participants with a range of different first languages. Can you provide material in more than one language? 
· Is it possible to assess language skills and consider language competency a confounding variable?
· Is your timeframe appropriate? Have you allotted enough time for each run, or do you find that participants run out of time or are finished long before they should?

