



Understanding the subject area


It is easier to do well on your course if you understand its provenance and what matters to those who work in the academic field, such as your tutors, researchers and professionals in related areas. Below are some key questions to guide your initial enquiry. Jot down main points you discover.
	Understanding the subject area

	Aspects
	Details of main points discovered

	Its story and purpose
When and why did it originate?
Who were its first stars?
	

	Its distinctiveness
How and why does it differ to similar subjects?
	

	Its focus
What kinds of questions does your subject discipline look to answer?
	

	Values and culture
What kinds of things are valued by those working in the field?
What matters to them about the subject, academic thinking or the world in general?
	

	Main ‘schools of thought’ or theoretical approaches associated with the subject? (See file ‘Schools of thought for my subject’)
	

	Its methodologies
What is distinctive about the methods used to research issues in this discipline?
	

	Learning gain
What kind of knowledge, understanding, skills and other attributes can you expect to develop on the course?
	

	Being good at it?
What do you need to do in order to be good at your subject?
What kinds of behaviours and ways of thinking contribute to success?
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