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the problem is
that there is no
CONTEXT

here.

dey & abowd (2000)
suggest that there is
a primary context

and a secondary context

no? nor me.

Primary Context=
Location, Time, Identity &

Activity

do you know
what is going

on here?

of

One hour later another hour
later

It was me.
I opened the door and

let the warm air out of
the room causing the
temperature to change.

i frame the 
CONTEXT
by creating

a box

looking up information
about 138 reveals there
are other sensors in

the room.

I now know what
happened. In order to

provide context-
dependent information
I need to expand the 

structure of the context.

Movement in the
room triggered a
camera to record

 this means that the
temperature in room 138

was
18 degrees C at 08:30
16 degrees C at 09:30
17 degrees C at 10:30

but i don’t know
why the temperature
changed at 09.30.   

So the door
opened and the

temperature fell.

But who
opened the
door?
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Dey, A. K. & Abowd, G. D., (2000), ‘Towards a Better Understanding of Context and Context-Awareness’, Proceedings of the CHI 2000 Workshop on The 
What, Who, Where, When, and How of Context-Awareness, The Hague, Netherlands, Apr. 2000. ftp://ftp.cc.gatech.edu/pub/gvu/tr/1999/99-22.pdf

We can understand contents by constructing a
series of boxes and identifying how they inter-relate.

...

...

By defining the parameters 
of the edges and corners we 
can see how context 
emerges from the structure 
of the situation

Fold all the �aps inwards and glue the other side

poster design by Cathryn Easthope

we need  to look outside
the box to understand

what else was happening
at the same time.
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here the Primary Context=

location: 138 is first floor office
identity: ts 158 is a temperature

sensor that measures in 
degrees centigrade.

Location: 138
Time: 10:30
Identity: ts 0158
Activity: Data Capture =17

the Primary Context
is used to determine

additional information-
the

Secondary Context.


