E-SUPPLEMENT ONE: GOVERNMENTAL PLANNING PUBLICATIONS
INTRODUCTION
The purpose of this E-Supplement is to give the reader an introduction to the range and types of government publications that provide guidance, regulation, statute and policy direction at national, regional, and local level. Not all of the relevant material comes from the UK planning system, as we are now subject to EU directives and laws. Also planning policy and decisions are affected by a range of regulation from other government departments and professions that also control the natural and built environment, including Building Regulations, British Standards, Highways and Transport requirements.  
This E-Supplement runs from listing the highest level of EU and UK central government material through the regional level to detailing guidance produced for local planning authorities by central government.  
EUROPEAN PLANNING CONTROLS
As explained in chapter 2, the UK is now subject to various European Union policies and laws. There are vast numbers of Articles, Treaties, Directions, Policy Guidance papers, and regulations from the European Union which affect planning law. As explained in chapters 2 and 3 most of them are integrated into the UK planning system being embodied in UK planning law.  Key historic landmarks include:

Article 119 of the Treaty of Rome 1957 established the principle of equal opportunities and the Equal Treatment Directive 76/207 codified this.

1987 Single European Act

1997 Maastricht Treaty

2003 Amsterdam Treaty

EU planning is a vast and complex field, so let’s just take environmental policy as one example. EU Environmental Assessment requirements were first introduced under EC Directive 85/337 (1985, now updated 2010) 'The Assessment of the Effect of Certain Public and Private Projects on the Environment'. This was initially applied to Britain under the 'Assessment of Environmental Effects Regulation' No.119, of the 1988 Town and Country Planning Regulations and has subsequently been updated by further regulations and legislation over the years. In parallel the EU produces a series of ‘Green Papers’ (rather like EU-wide PPSes) to give policy guidance, for example on the Green Paper on Urban Environment, COM (1990) 218 (CEC, 1990), was a foundational document on environmental planning issues. Check the EU website for current documents at http://europa.eu.int
CENTRAL GOVERNMENT LEVEL 

As explained in Chapter Two, in England there is no national level of planning, but central government sets the overall framework within which planning operates in terms of legislation and policy guidance. 

Main Acts of Parliament Relevant to Town Planning

This list of Acts of Parliament features the ones that have been mentioned in this book, especially the most important ones. But there are many more that may be found on the web. In particular there are masses of housing acts and local government acts which sometimes are used to consolidate minor revisions to planning law. 

1835 Municipal Corporations Act (gave powers to local authorities)

1847 Sanitary Act (connection of houses to sewers)

1848 Public Health Act, (minimum of 8' ceilings)

1851 Common Lodging Houses Act

1851 Labouring Classes Lodging Houses Act

1868 Artisans and Labourers Dwellings Improvements Act 

1875 Public Health Act (bye-law housing, against back to backs)

1875 Artisans Dwellings Act, slum clearance of streets 

1879 Public Health Act

1890 Housing of the Working Classes Act (council houses)

1894 London Building Act, (London building regulations)

1906 Open Spaces 

1909 Housing and Town Planning Act 

1919 Sex Disqualification (Removal) Act

1919 Housing and Town Planning Act

1932 Town and Country Planning Act

1932 Public Health Act

1935 Restriction of Ribbon Development Act

1945 Distribution of Industry Act

1946 New Towns Act

1947 Town and Country Planning Act

1949 National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act

1952 Town Development Act

1953 Historic Buildings and Ancient Monuments Act

1956 Clean Air Act

1957 Housing Act, (slum clearance)

1960 Local Employment Act

1965 Transport Act

1967 Civic Amenities Act

1968 Countryside Act

1969 Housing Act (General Improvement Areas)

1970 Community Land Act

1970 Equal Pay Act

1971 Town and Country Planning Act

1971 Single European Act 
1972 European Communities Act

1972 Industry Act

1972 Local Government Act

1974 Town and Country Amenities Act

1974 Housing Act (Housing Action Areas)

1975 Community Land Act

1976 Race Relations Act 
1978 Inner Urban 

1979 Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 
1980 Highway Acts

1980 Local Government, Planning and Land Act

1981 Minerals Act 

1981 Disabled Persons Act

1981 Wildlife and Countryside Act

1982 Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act

1982 Derelict Land Act

1984 Building Act (basis of modern Building Regulation system)

1985 Housing Act

1986 Housing and Planning Act

1987 Single European Act

1988 Housing Act

1988 Immigration Act

1988 Local Government Act

1989 Local Government and Housing Act

1990 Town and Country Planning Act 

1990 Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act

1990 Environmental Protection Act

1990 Planning (Hazardous Substances) Act

1991 Water Industry Act

1991 Road Traffic Act (London Powers)

1991 New Roads and Street Works Act

1991 Planning and Compensation Act

1992 Local Government Act

1992 Transport and Works Act

1992 Traffic Calming Act 
1993 Leasehold Reform, Housing and 

Urban Development Act (Part III creation of the Urban Regeneration Agency)

1993 Traffic Calming Act

1993 Housing and Urban Development Act

1994 Local Government (Wales) Act

1995 Disability Discrimination Act

1995 Environment Act 

1996 Noise Act (Noise Impact Assessment)

1996 Housing Grants, Construction and Regeneration Act

1998 Human Rights Act

1998 The Scotland Act (Devolution)

1998 Regional Development Agencies Act 
1999 Town and Country (Trees) Regulations (Tree Preservation Orders)

1999 Local Government Act 

2000 Countryside and Rights of Way Act

2000 Transport Act

2000 Race Relations Act

2000 Pollution and Prevention Control Act (or 1999?)

2000 Town and Country Planning (London Spatial Development Strategy) Regulations

2002 National Heritage Act

2003 Sustainable Energy Act

2003 Anti-Social Behaviour Act (high hedges)

2004 Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 

2004 Energy Act

2004 Gender Recognition Act

2005 Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act

2006 Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act

2006 Commons Act (registration of Village Greens)

2006 Equality Act (includes PSED (Public Sector Equality Duty))
2007 Sustainable Communities Act

2008 Climate Change Act

2008 Housing and Regeneration Act

2008 Planning and Energy Act

2008 Planning Reform Act ((Infrastructure Planning Commission)

2009 Local Democracy, Economic Development and Construction Act

2009 Borders, Citizenship and Immigration Act

2009 Marine and Coastal Access Act

2009 Policing and Crime Act

2010 Equality Act

2010 Scottish (Marine) Act

2010 Flood and Water Management Act

2011 Regional Flood and Coastal Committees (England and Wales) Regulations

2011 Localism Act

2012 Health and Social Care Act

2012 Natural Environment and Rural Countryside Act
2013 Growth and Infrastructure Act
2013 Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act
N.B. Planning legislation is constantly being updated and amended. 
Statutory Instruments

Many of the planning acts are accompanied by Orders that enable their implementation. For example as outlined in chapter 3 on development management the UCO (Use Classes Order ) (introduced 1987,  amended 2010 and 2013) is fundamental to controlling development and the DMPO introduced under the 2010 Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order, replacing the old GDPO, sets the rules what is, or is not, permitted development.  In May 2013 it was updated again by: 
2013 Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (Amendment) (England) Order (latest update on the UCO categories). 

There are also many regulations governing each aspect of planning, for example in relation to environmental and sustainability policy regulations include:
1999 Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (England and Wales) 

Regulations 

2002 Landfill (England and Wales) Regulations

2011 Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations

2011 Infrastructural Planning (EIA) (Amendment) Regulations

2011 Community Infrastructure Levy Regulations

2012 Local Planning Regulations (Sustainability Appraisal) (SA/SEA)
Planning Case Law
In addition to all of this, planning law and policy is further shaped by precedents established under planning case law. This is a complex field, and not for the beginner but you should be aware of its importance. The RTPI, Planning Journal and many planning law websites provide weekly updates on key case law, and most planning law books (such as Ricketts and Field) will contain a list of key cases and statutes. 

British Standards Institute, Building Regulations and Fire Regulations

There is a large number of BSI (British Standards Institute) documents covering a wide range of standards applicable to the built environment, such as BS6465 on sanitary installations and 8300 on disabled access and many on heating, water, sustainable materials, sustainability, fenestration, lifts, foundations and so forth.  There is also a vast array of rules and regulations affecting construction which are not part of  'town planning' but which nevertheless do affect what can be built, how and where, covered by the Building Regulations and other statutory regulations.  Please note the Building Regulations are updated and revised from time to time, for example, Approved Documents K, P, B and M have been amended in 2013.  Many of the Regulations relate to building details, but keep an eye out for any planning implications, for example in relation to sustainability, accessibility and building renovation.  Best to look these up on the web as and when they happen.

For example on Disability see:
Building Regulations (originally 2004 and incorporating 2010 and 2013 amendments) Approved Document M: Access and Use of Buildings, London: DCLG.
BSI (2009) BS8300 - Accessible Building Design: Improving the Built Environment, Code of Practice, London: British Standards Institute
Check Centre for Accessible Environments guidance reports http://www.cae.org.uk/
Transport  and Highways Standards
Transport planning and road design and building overlaps with planning but has its own set of regulations and requirements, particularly in respect of road and street design.
DfT (2007) Manual for Streets, London: Department for Transport in association with Thomas Telford publications and the Institute of Highway Engineers, 

CITH (2010) Manual for Streets 2: Wider Application of the Principles, London: Chartered Institute of Highways and Transport

DfT (2011) Design Manual for Roads and Bridges, (DMRB) London: Department for Transport, 15 volumes and soon to be revised in light of shared street and traffic calming policies. 
National Policy Guidance

Central government produces a wide range of national guidance on planning, and related matters, including White Papers, Green Papers and Reports:

This list features the guidance documents that have been mentioned in this book and which are seen as influential and significant. There are many more on town planning and housing of lesser significance. 

1963 Traffic in Towns (Buchanon Report)

1967 Leisure in the Countryside

1985 Lifting the Burden 

1987 Shaping a New Countryside

1989 Planning for a Greener Countryside

1989 The Future of Development Plans

1989 The Taylor Report on the Hillsborough Stadium Disaster

1990 This Common Inheritance

1991 Tackling Vacant Land

1994 Sustainable Development 

1995 Community Involvement in Planning

1995 Quality in Town and Country: Urban Design Guides

1995 Reducing the Need to Travel through Land-use and Transport Planning

1996 Cycling in Great Britain

1996 This Common Inheritance 

1996 Transport: The Way Forward

1966 Denington Report: Housing Improvement

1997 Developing a Strategy for Walking

1997 Planning Obligations

1997 Amsterdam Treaty (major EU document)

1998 Modernising Planning

1998 New Deal for Communities

1998 Planning for Sustainable Development

1998 A New Deal for Transport: Better for Everyone

1999 Structure Plans: A Guide to Procedures 

1999 Towards an Urban Renaissance (Lord Rogers Urban Taskforce)

1999 Transport: The Way Forward

2000 By Design

2000 City Challenge

2000 Local Strategic Partnerships

2000 Local Transport Plans

2000 Transport 2010: The Ten Year Plan (to increase public transport)

2001 Planning Green Paper ‘Delivering Fundamental Change’
2001 Planning Obligations: Delivering Fundamental Change

2002 Directing the Flow: Priorities for Future Water Policy. 

2002 Sustainable Communities: Delivering through Planning

2002 The State of Historic Towns (English Heritage) 

2003 Equality and Diversity in Local Government in England

2003 Managing our Roads (National Road-Charging Strategy)

2003 Sustainable Communities: Building for the Future

2003 Energy White Paper

2003 Haskins Review of Rural Delivery

2004 Barker Review of Housing Supply 

2004 Killian Pretty Review (on speeding up Planning Applications)

2004 The Rural Strategy

2004 Walking and Cycling Plans

2005 Sustainable Communities: Homes for All

2006 Barker Review of Land-Use Planning: Final Report

2007 Planning for a Sustainable Future

2008 Taylor Report on the Living Working Countryside 
2010 A Broken System (Green Paper)

2011 Portas Report on The Future of High Streets

2012 The UK National Renewal Energy Plan (DECC)

2012 Local Growth: Realising Every Place’s Potential (Cm 7961)

2012 Technical Review of Planning Appeal Procedures 

Circulars

Please note that this is a small selection based on ones that have been mentioned in the chapters because they are of particular significance. For many years key policy statements were more likely to appear in PPSs than in circulars and many of the old circulars were gradually replaced by PPGs then PPSes.  For fuller lists and descriptions consult the most recent editions of the planning law books, such as Grant, Heap, Duxbury and Telling, Moore and Purdue Grant, as well as  Cullingworth and Nadin. 

Circulars:

42/55 Green Belts

50/57 Green Belts

56/71 Historic Towns and Roads

24/75 Housing Need and Action

36/78 Trees and Forestry

22/83 Planning Gain (replaced by 16/91)

14/84 Green Belts 

15/84 Land for Housing (cancelled by PPG3)

22/84 Memorandum on Structure Plans and Local Plans (Cancelled by PPG12)

1/85   The use of conditions in planning permissions

30/85 Transitional Matters (cancelled by PPG12)

8/87   Historic Buildings and Conservation Areas (replaced by PPG15)

16/87 Development involving agricultural land (cancelled by PPG7)

3/88 Unitary Development Plans

9/90 Crime Prevention: The success of the partnership approach

7/91 Planning and Affordable Housing (cancelled by PPG3)

12/91 Redundant hospital sites in green belts

16/91 Planning and Compensation Act 1991: Planning Obligations

7/94 Environmental Assessment

5/94 Planning out crime

1/95 Use of Conditions in Planning Permissions

13/96 Planning and Affordable Housing

 02/99: Environmental impact assessment
 02/02 (DTLR): Planning inquiries into major infrastructure projects                                   02/02: (ODPM): Enforcement appeals procedure                                                             
02/03: Compulsory Purchase Orders
 03/05: Changes of Use of Buildings and Land - The Town and Country Planning (Use Classes) Order 1987 (still the most recent main Order) 

05/2005 Planning Obligations (check current situation and regulations)
06/05: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation - Statutory Obligations and Their Impact within the Planning System
10/05: Permitted Development Rights for Antennas
01/06 (ODPM): Planning for Gypsy and Traveller Caravan Sites
02/06 (ODPM): Changes to Planning Regulations for Casinos
02/06 (updated DCLG ) Crown Application of the Planning Acts

04/06 (ODPM): Planning Inquiries into Major Infrastructure Projects: Economic Impact Reports.
03/07: Town and Country Planning (Control of Advertisements) (England) Regulations 2007
01/2008 Strategic Planning for London (a Government Office London Circular)

02/09: The Town and Country Planning (Consultation) (England) Direction 2009
07/09: Protection of World Heritage Sites 

 04/10: Compulsory Purchase and the Crichel Down Rules (on returning unused acquired land with compensation)

8/10 Changes in regulations for dwelling houses in multiple occupation 

Infrastructural Development Guidance

As stated earlier, there is no National Plan for England but some issues are dealt with at the highest level being of national importance. For developments of national significance, previously covered by the IPC (Infrastructure Planning Commission) and subsequently dealt with by Infrastructure Planning Unit within the Planning Inspectorate. This unit has now been renamed the National Infrastructure Directive. A series of NPSes (National Policy Statements) guidance notes are being produced in relation to major infrastructure issues, mainly relating to transport, power and water. Check the Planning Inspectorate section of the Planning Portal.
 REGIONAL LEVEL 

Regional planning has been a key component of the planning system particularly under Labour governments. Policy documents known as RPG (Regional Planning Guidance) were produced for most regions in the 1990s, and previously ran from 1 to 13. RPGs had previously been produced for several regions, for example East Anglia (1991), East Midlands (1994) North West (1996) and London 1996. 
With an increased emphasis upon regional planning under New Labour RPGs were progressively being replaced by Regional Spatial Strategies (RSSes)  which were actual plans, whereas the RPGs were basically guidance documents. 
The RSSes were abolished by the new Coalition government by the 2011 Localism Act and the National Planning Policy Framework (March 2012). So readers should be check very carefully what became of these regional planning documents and whether subsequently they were to be referred to as ‘material considerations’  and ‘accepted policy’ (that legally binding documents) in the production of the new Local Plans, especially in relation to the number of houses to be built. 

Regional Spatial Strategies included:
The London Plan: Spatial Strategy for Greater London 2004

RSS 1 North East 2002

RSS6 East of England (started 2000) 

RSS 8 East Midlands 2005

RSS 9 South East 2005

RSS 10 South West 2005

RSS 11 West Midlands 2008

RSS 12 Yorkshire and Humberside 2005

RSS 13 North West 2005 
With the abolition of the regional tier, instead the government now requires local authorities to work with Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPS) to co-ordinate regional-level matters.  Also a ‘duty to co-operate’ with adjacent local authorities at sub-regional level (as outlined in Chapter Two).  Check individual regional LEP web pages for further information.
LOCAL AUTHORITY LEVEL
National Planning Policy Guidance
Local planning authorities  used to receive guidance from central government through ‘through Planning Policy Statements (PPSes) for guidance on more detailed planning topics. When the Coalition Government came to power in 2010 they abolished most of the previous Regional Planning Guidance notes and most of the Planning Policy Statements, replacing them all with the NPPF National Planning Framework, in which the guiding rule is ‘the presumption in favour of sustainable development’. Thus 5,000 pages were replaced with a mere 59 pages.  

By way of illustration these are the twelve core planning principles set out in the NPPF (from section 17 page 5 of the NPPF):
1. Be genuinely plan-led, empowering local people to shape their  surroundings, with succinct local and neighbourhood plans setting out a positive vision for the future of the area. Plans should be kept up-to-date, and be based on joint working and co-operation to address larger than local issues. They should provide a practical framework within which decisions on planning applications can be made with a high degree of predictability and efficiency;

2. Not simply be about scrutiny, but instead be a creative exercise in finding ways to enhance and improve the places in which people live their lives;

3.  Proactively drive and support sustainable economic development to deliver the homes, business and industrial units, infrastructure and thriving local places that the country needs. Every effort should be made objectively to identify and then meet the housing, business and other development needs of an area, and respond positively to wider opportunities for growth. Plans should take account of market signals, such as land prices and housing affordability, and set out a clear strategy for allocating sufficient land which is suitable for development in their area, taking account of the needs of the residential and business communities;

4.  Always seek to secure high quality design and a good standard of amenity for all existing and future occupants of land and buildings;

5.  Take account of the different roles and character of different areas, promoting the vitality of our main urban areas, protecting the Green Belts around them, recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside and supporting thriving rural communities within it;

6.  Support the transition to a low carbon future in a changing climate, taking full account of flood risk and coastal change, and encourage the reuse of existing resources, including conversion of existing buildings, and encourage the use of renewable resources (for example, by the development of renewable energy);

7.  Contribute to conserving and enhancing the natural environment and reducing pollution. Allocations of land for development should prefer land of lesser environmental value, where consistent with other policies in this Framework;

8.  Encourage the effective use of land by reusing land that has been previously developed (brownfield land), provided that it is not of high environmental value;

9.  Promote mixed use developments, and encourage multiple benefits from the use of land in urban and rural areas, recognising that some open land can perform many functions (such as for wildlife, recreation, flood risk mitigation, carbon storage, or food production);

10.  Conserve heritage assets in a manner appropriate to their significance, so that they can be enjoyed for their contribution to the quality of life of this and future generations;

11.  Actively manage patterns of growth to make the fullest possible use of public transport, walking and cycling, and focus significant development in locations which are or can be made sustainable; 

12.  Take account of and support local strategies to improve health, social and  cultural wellbeing for all, and deliver sufficient community and cultural facilities and services to meet local needs.
Planning Policy Statement (PPS) Guidance that is not yet cancelled is shown in bold
Status of PPS existing at 2010: 

1. Delivering Sustainable Development (January 2005) (cancelled)
1b. Planning and Climate Change – Supplement to PPS 1 (December 2007) (cancelled)

2. Green belts (January 1995) (cancelled)
3. Housing (June 2011) (cancelled)
4. Planning for Sustainable Economic Growth (Dec 2009) (previously ‘Industry’) cancelled
5. Planning for Historical Development (March 2010) (cancelled)
6. Planning for Town Centres (updated 2005) (retained) and see Portas Review 2012
7.  Sustainable Development in Rural Areas (August 2004) (cancelled)
8. Telecommunications (August 2001) (cancelled)
9. Biodiversity and Geological Conservation (August 2005) (cancelled)
10. Planning for Sustainable Waste Management (2005)  (still a reference source in relation to ‘duty to co-operate’ for the new Local Plans)
11. Regional Spatial Strategies (2010) (cancelled)
12. Local Spatial Planning (June 2008) (cancelled)
13. Transport (January 2011) (cancelled)
14. Development on Unstable Land (April 1980) (cancelled)
15. Planning and the Historic Environment (1994) (cancelled)
16. Archaeology and Planning (1990) (cancelled)
17 Planning for Open Spaces: Sport and Recreation (July 2002) (cancelled)
18 Enforcing Planning Control (December 1991) (cancelled)
19 Outdoor Advertisement Control (March 1992) (cancelled)
20 Coastal Planning (October 1992) (cancelled)
21 Tourism (1992) (cancelled 2006) Replaced with Good Practice Guide on Planning for Tourism.
22 Renewable Energy (2004) (cancelled)
23 Planning and Pollution Control (November 2004) (cancelled)
24 Planning and Noise (October 1994) (cancelled)
25a. Development and Flood Risk (March 2010) (cancelled)

25b. Supplement: Development and Coastal Change (March 2010) (cancelled)

Previous Planning Policy Guidance Notes
PPSes were preceded by PPGs (Planning Policy Guidance Notes) and because this book refers to some of these as they were so important in announcing policy changes, and shaping planning policies for many years, they are listed below. 

The Old Planning Policy Statements (previously PPGs Planning Policy Guidance): 
1. General policy and principles

2. Green belts

3. Housing

4. Industry, commercial development and small firms

5. Simplified planning zones

6. Town Centres and Retail development

7. Countryside and Rural Economy

8. Telecommunications

9. Nature and Conservation

10. Waste

11. Regional guidance

12. Development plans

13. Transport

14. Development on unstable land

15. Planning and the historical environment

16. Archaeology and planning

17. Sport and recreation

18. Enforcing planning control

19. Outdoor advertisement control

20. Coastal planning

21. Tourism
22. Renewable energy

23. Planning and pollution control

24. Planning and noise

25.  Development and Flood Risk
Minerals Planning Guidance 

Specialist guidance also produced on minerals (such as coal mining and surface extraction which used to be such a major part of industrial Britain. 

N.B. As a general principle it would seem that the policies and guidance related MPGs have been cancelled, whereas those with some technical and legal longevity are retained governing long-standing legal mineral rights. Check the situation at time of reading this book. 
However, the government recommended in 2012 that all remaining PPSes and MPGs should have a final legal life of 15 years hence.

1: Planning and Minerals (2006) (cancelled)
2. Controlling and Mitigating the Environmental Effects of Minerals Extraction In England. This includes its Annex 1: Dust, and Annex 2: Noise (2005) (Cancelled)
2b (Accompanying Guidance) Applications, permissions and conditions (1998) (cancelled)

3.  Coal Mining and Colliery Spoil Disposal (1999) (Cancelled)
4. Revocation, Modification, Discontinuance, Prohibition and Suspension Orders (1997)
5 Stability in surface mineral workings and tips ( 2000) (Cancelled)
6. Guidelines for Aggregate Provision in England (1994)
7. Reclamation of minerals workings (1996)  (Cancelled)
8. Planning and Compensation Act 1991: Interim Development Order Permissions – Statutory Provisions and Proceedings (1991)
9. Planning and Compensation Act 1991: Interim Development Orders (1992)
10.  Provision of raw material for the cement industry (1991) (Cancelled)
11. (does not exist)
12. Treatment of Disused Mine Openings and Availability of Information on Mined Ground (1994)
13: Guidance for peat provision in England (1995) (Cancelled)
14.  Environment Act 1995: Review of Mineral Planning Permissions (1995)
15: Provision of silica sand in England (1996) (Cancelled)
16. does not exist

17. Oil, Gas and Seabed Methane (was under preparation, possible implications for fracking that is removal of gas for shale deposits).
CHRONOLOGY OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT EVENTS

Early 1900s Ellen Swallow Richards, a MIT academic is credited with developing the concept and coining the word 'ecology'.

1962 publication of  Silent Spring by Rachael Carson

1969 the photographs of the earth from the Apollo spacecraft gave us a consciousness of planet earth as an eco‑system.

1970 European Conservation Year

1972 Blueprint for Survival (published by The Ecologist magazine)

1972 The Limits to Growth ('The Club of Rome') 

1972  The UN Conference on the Human Environment, Stockholm, (UN).

1973 First Environmental Action Programme (from EU)

1974 Clean Air Act

1976 The UN Peoples Habitat Conference

1980 The World Conservation Strategy (species and habitat) (WWF).

1980 The Brandt Commission,  concerned with the North South Divide

1983  Our Common Crisis (Independent Commission on International Development Issues ICID).

1987 Our Common Future ' The Brundtland Report'.  (WCED)

1989 Montreal Protocol, phasing out of creation of substances that deplete ozone layer

1990 Environment Protection Act

1989 Water Act

1990 'This Common Inheritance' first comprehensive UK government White Paper on the environment (DoE,1990a)

1990 BREEAM  Methods and Code for Sustainable Homes first introduced

1991 Caring for the Earth, a Strategy for Sustainable Living (IUCN. UNEP & WWF)

1991 Europe 2000 (EU Environment Programme)

1992 Towards Sustainability,  Fifth Environmental Action Programme

1992 Planning Policy Guidance 12 (UK) includes environmental concerns

1992: Rio: UN Conference on the Environment and Development (UNICED), (The Earth Summit) and Agenda 21 and Local Agenda 21

1992 PPG 9 Nature Conservation

1993  Good Practice Guide on the Environmental Appraisal of Development Plans (UK, DoE)

1993 DoE, Scottish Office and Local Government Management Board (LGMB) publish the first Eco Management and Audit Scheme for local authorities, and the Framework for Local Sustainability

1994  'Sustainable Development: the UK Strategy', 'Climate Change', 'Sustainable Forestry' & 'Biodiversity' (UK Government)

1994 Report of the Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution. (UK)

1995 The Berlin Conference on Climate Change

1995 Environment Act 

1995 Environment Agency established

1996 UN Habitat II Conference, Istanbul

1997  Kyoto Climate Treaty (was to be implemented by 2012)

1997 Labour Party Manifesto 'concern for the environment' at heart of policy

1998  Revised UK Strategy for Sustainable Development  (UK Government)

1998 Our Healthier Nation (UK Government, Green Paper)

1999 the EU Directive on Integrated Pollution and Prevention Control Directive

1999 Town and Country (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations (see 2011

1997 Amsterdam Treaty and supplement on Sustainable Environment

2000 Pollution and Prevention Control Act (or 1999?)

2000 Transport Act

2000 Part G Building Regulation, Sanitation, Hot Water and Water Efficiency

2000 Millennium Development Goals

2002  PPG 23 Pollution Control

2002 Johannesburg Agenda 21

2003 Habitat Nanjing

2003 Sustainable Communities:  Building for the Future

2003 UK Energy White Paper

2003 Sustainable Energy Act

2004 Energy Act

2004 PPS 7 Sustainable Development in Rural Areas  (cancelled)

2004 PPS22 Renewable Energy

2004 PPS 23 Planning and Pollution Control (cancelled)

2005 Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act

2005 PPS 10 Planning for Sustainable Waste 

2006 Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act

2006 Part L of the Building Regulations on Sustainable Construction

2007 Sustainable Communities Act

2007 Supplement to PPS1 ‑ Planning and Climate Change

2008 Climate Change Act

2008 Planning and Energy Act

2009 G8 Toronto Conference 2050 Climate Goals

2009 Copenhagen Accord on climate change

2010 PPS 25a Development and Flood Risk  

2010 PPS 25b Supplement: Development and Coastal Change 
2010 Flood Act
2011 Regional Flood and Coastal Committees (England and Wales) Regulations

2011 Localism Act

2011 Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations

2011 Part G Amendment to Building Regulations, Water Efficiency Requirements

2012 Rio+20 Summit

2012 Health and Social Care Act       

New Planning Guidance Changes from 2013
After cancelling so much planning guidance and replacing it all with one single document, the Coalition has backtracked somewhat in setting up a framework of National Planning Practice Guidance, which is meant to aid planners in applying National Planning Policy Guidance.  This guidance is to be delivered mainly through the web, at 

 http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/ and the topics bear a close resemblance to the substance of the old PPGS and PPSes.  Topic areas covered so far include 
· 1. Building a strong, competitive economy 

· 2. Ensuring the vitality of town centres 

· 3. Supporting a prosperous rural economy 

· 4. Promoting sustainable transport 

· 5. Supporting high quality communications infrastructure 

· 6. Delivering a wide choice of high quality homes 

· 7. Requiring good design 

· 8. Promoting healthy communities 

· 9. Protecting Green Belt land 

· 10. Meeting the challenge of climate change, flooding and coastal change 

· 11. Conserving and enhancing the natural environment 

· 12. Conserving and enhancing the historic environment 

· 13. Facilitating the sustainable use of minerals 

· Plan-making 

· Decision-taking 

New more detailed technical reports are also beginning to appear for example on flooding and minerals in 2012. 

Please note that NPSes (National Policy Statements) are not the new PPSes,  rather, as indicated above, they are government guidance produced in relation to major infrastructural development. 

Dear Chief Planning Officer Letters
These provide guidance from the Planning Inspectorate to local planning authorities and are used to clarify national policy and detailed guidance issues. Examples include:
2012 Letter to Chief Planning Officers: Transfer of Compulsory Purchase Orders and Land Disposal Work to National Planning Casework Unit
2012 Letter to Chief Planning Officers: National Planning Policy Framework
2011 Letter to Chief Planning Officers: Local Authorities (Contracting Out of Community Infrastructure Levy Functions) Order 2011
2011 Letter to Chief Planning Officers: Householder permitted development rights for micro wind turbines and air source heat pumps
2011 Letter to Chief Planning Officers: The Town and Country Planning Order 2011 and the Town and Country Planning Regulations 2011
2011 Letter to Chief Planning Officers: Advertising Control - Provision of DCLG guidance
Significant Letters to the Chief Planning Officer that have been cancelled

Town and Country Planning (Electronic Communications) (England) Order 2003 (2 April 2003)
Planning Obligations and Planning Registers (3 April 2002) (cancelled)

Model Planning Conditions for development on land affected by contamination (30 May 2008) (cancelled)

Planning for Housing and Economic Recovery (12 May 2009) (cancelled)

Development and Flood Risk – Update to the Practice Guide to Planning Policy Statement 25 (14 December 2009) (cancelled)

Implementation of Planning Policy Statement 25 (PPS25) – Development and Flood Risk (7 May 2009) (cancelled)

The Planning Bill – delivering well designed homes and high quality places (23 February 2009) (cancelled)

Planning and Climate Change – Update (20 January 2009) (cancelled)

New powers for local authorities to stop ‘garden- grabbing’ (15 June 2010) (cancelled)

 Area Based Grant: Climate Change New Burdens (14 January 2010) (cancelled)

The Localism Bill (15 December 2010) (cancelled)

Planning policy on residential parking standards, parking charges, and electric vehicle charging infrastructure (14 January 2011) (cancelled)

THE UK COALITION’S PLANNING OBJECTIVES FOR ENGLAND 2012

In summary here are some of the key points found in the NPPF, the 2011 Localism Act and related government announcements as to national planning policy objectives and powers:

A ‘presumption in favour of sustainable development’ is the keystone of the NPPF. This has been the subject of much debate and interpretation although the revised NPPF published in 2012 does explain that sustainability has economic and social ramifications as well as the more obvious environmental elements. 

A continuing emphasis is put upon a plan-led approach to planning, but at the same time a greater emphasis is to be given to a ‘bottom-up’ rather than ‘top-down’ approach which gives greater representation to the community and local considerations. 

The abolition of national housing targets which were previously imposed on local authorities, as part of the New Labour drive to build 4 million homes. The NPPF does state clearly that local plans should be based on meeting identified housing need in their area, but it is now up to local planning authorities to decide new housing numbers for themselves.  Some would argue this reflects the strong pro-development agenda of the Coalition government, although conversely by giving greater discretion local planning authorities may well end up listening more to the voices of those opposed to new development in their locality (often referred to as NIMBYs – Not In My Back Yard) and opt for reduced provision of new housing in their plans.
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