CHAPTER EIGHT: THE HISTORY OF THE THEORIES BEHIND PLANNING

Planning theory texts range from relatively easy, to extremely challenging, so some indication of the degree of difficulty is given. This chapter includes many more books in this section as planning theory is a very bookish subject!

For an accessible introduction to the development of planning theory since 1945 readers should consult Nigel Taylor’s book on the subject, but being published in 1998 it does not cover the last ten years.  Also try Hillier and Healey (2010) on the range of planning theories, and  Fainstein and Campbell’s compendium of readings on urban theory (2011). 

Key references on planning theory include Allmendinger,2002;  Allmendinger and Tewdwr-Jones,2002; Healey et al,1982; and Healey,2007. Please note that these books are generally aimed at the more advanced reader, and may prove difficult for students new to the subject. 

For discussion and debates on the nature of social theory and changing paradigms read Hammersley (1995 and 1999). The concept of paradigm is defined in Kuhn 1962. Advanced readers may tackle work by Giddens (1998),  Habermas (1987) and Guba (1990, 1992). 

For details of collaborative and communicative approaches to the planning process see Healey,1997. Texts that give a political analysis of planning, combined with a theoretical perspective include Tewdwr Jones, 1996: Rydin,1998; Brindley et al,1996. Healey has written extensively on planning and planning theory, in particular consult Healey, 1997.  Advanced readers may also consult work by Faludi (1973). The wider political and economic context of planning is central to any books by  Allmendinger, Thornley, Rydin, and Oatley. 

For  sources  relevant to planning theory which take a more cultural, qualitative and geographical turn, consider Panelli (2004) , Pacione (2009) , Lefebvre (1968,1974), Bourdieu (1970,1986, 1992) Davoudi (2012).  Sources on the influence of the culture of planning include Young, 2008a and b; Young and Stevenson (2012) (which comprises a compendium of readings on the topic). 

For more detailed discussion of Lefebvre’s ideas consult, the following sources as to how they relate to planning: Leary,2009; Merrifield,2006; Healey,2007.  I must warn the reader that the whole subject is rather tricky, difficult and advanced ( such as Qvistrom, 2010). In the final analysis all you need to know is that his idea of the Right to City caught on and has been taken up by planning theorists. 

Check the newspapers and television for discussions of Third Way politics, neo-liberalism and the planning policies and ideas of the Coalition government.  If you read the heavy broadsheets (especially the Guardian) you will sometimes also get discussions of the underlying theories too

Look for planning theory articles in refereed international journals including, Planning Theory, Urban Studies, Town Planning Review, Progress in Planning,  Town and Country Planning Association Journal, The Planner,  Planning Practice and Research, Environment and Planning, A,B,C and D, Planning Perspectives. International Journal of Urban and Regional Research.   But a warning! Most of these are more suitable for advanced and post-graduate students

Overall it is extremely important to keep up to date with changes in theory, policy and ideas, and so always check the web. But books are still very useful, especially the classic sociology texts, which do not age, and still shape and inform the ideas of subsequent generations.
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