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 Key Environmental Factors

The main environmental issues are widely documented (see in particular DoE (1994a,b,c) Sustainable Development: The UK Strategy and the  Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution (1994). The problems were identified as follows:

Global warming and climate change, as a result of high levels of greenhouse gas emission from fossil fuel burning and land use change (including deforestation and draining of bogs).  As a direct result of the above, an unacceptable risk to low lying coastal cities and villages from rising sea levels as oceans expand and polar ice melts. This would reduce the amount of land available and is taken seriously in relation to coastal defences and town planning. 
Biodiversity, reduction in the range and extent of wildlife habitats both at the world scale and within the UK specifically, due to the impact of development and human activity. Loss of endangered species.   The global 'gene‑bank' is thus being impoverished. at the same time mad scientists doing genetic modificaiton of crops, human and animal cloning and generally mucking things up. not really a town planning issue except for development of land with endangered species living on it. also links across the nature conservancy.

Air Quality, Poor air quality, especially in urban areas, as a result of traffic and industry, leading to health problems – e.g. the increase in asthma and acid rain, atmospheric pollution,

Water, declining ground water levels, with consequent problems for water supply ; increased run off, with consequent risk of flooding ; water contamination in both urban and rural areas., rising water levels, lose of coastal land. 

At a local level, the National Rivers Authority has recommended no further urban growth in parts of Kent because ground water levels and the quality of drinking water are threatened.

Earth loss of soil through increased erosion rates, loss of nutrients and soil fertility; problems of land contamination/dereliction.

Minerals high rate of extraction of non‑renewable mineral reserves, and sterilization of potential renewable sources. 

In summary, environmental sustainability is about maintaining the health of the biosphere and husbanding key resources of air, water, land and minerals (Barton,1996)

N.B. This table particularly relates to environmental sustainability because of the land‑sue planning implications but social and economic considerations come into other chapters. 
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