CHAPTER TWO: THE ORGANISATION OF PLANNING
TASKS

Information-gathering tasks

1. What the names of the present Secretary of State for the Environment, and the ministers responsible for housing, planning and urban renewal?

2. Find out what sort of planning authority exists in your area, what sort of development plan they are producing, and what stage they are at. 

3. Identify aspects of planning that are affected by international and EU planning requirements, and find out how they affect planning in your area, for example World Heritage sites, environmental standards, and a range of EU regulations.

Conceptual Tasks

4. To what extent do central government planning powers impinge on the activities of local planning authorities?

5. To what extent has the political perspective of the Coalition government affected the way they ‘see’ planning, and how they have changed the planning system?

Reflective Tasks

6.  What are your personal views on the nature of planning policy in your area? Are there policy issues that you consider should be altered, included in, or left out? 

7. How might the ordinary citizen get involved in the plan-making process? For example through involvement in neighbourhood planning, parishes, forums, and consultation programmes. Give some examples from your home area, and/or from the location where you are studying of how the planning system is operating. Here is an example below of how it is affecting various areas. 
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