
 
 

Analysis: Tragedy 
 Tragedy 

Event involving 
death/killing/destruction 

Self-defeating Waste Result of 
personal failings 

or circumstances 
beyond our 

control 

Acting without 
knowing all the 

facts 

hidden, 
undisclosed 

element 

because of strong 
desire he is blind to 

the eventual outcome 

= 

tragic irony 

it’s clear to 
everyone else 

without 
meaning to 
destroy the 
thing you 

value most 

element of 
irony 

e.g.s 

accidental 
death 

Romeo & Juliet 

Oediupus 

Macbeth 

Othello 

Loss of 
something 

irreplaceable 

accidental 
death 

Romeo & Juliet 

Oediupus 

Macbeth 

Othello 

Van Gogh 


