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As we discovered in chapter 5 of Smart Thinking the meaning of all open concepts change according to different contexts and the purposes for which they are used. So, although I have written answers to the following questions, there are no simple, right answers. So treat the following answers as guidelines. 

However, some answers will be more accurate than others simply because they see more distinctions between the words and get closer to the core elements. In this lies the real value of being able to analyse concepts to unwrap their deeper meaning and implications. The one thing that this exercise will make clear to you is the importance of being able to analyse concepts clearly in this way as we did in chapter 5. The more you work at these skills, the more you will be able to unwrap the meaning of the words you are asked to distinguish between in timed psychometric tests. Even so, under timed conditions you won’t be expected to write as much as I have.

Distinguish between the following ...

1. Discreet, wise, wary, sensible, judicious.

Answer:

To be discreet is to be careful about what you say and the information you pass on to others. It also applies to someone who is planning to do something that others will disapprove of, so he or she will do it in a way that will not be noticed. Although wary has a similar meaning, it applies to much more than information and opinion, and usually involves an element of suspicion that is not necessarily present when we describe someone as discreet. 

Judicious, like discreet, generally applies to someone who has good judgement, but this too has a wider application and is often used as a synonym for ‘economical’, to describe the use of something that is not wasteful. Similarly, although sensible describes someone who also has good judgement, it has a broader application that extends further than discreet. To describe someone as sensible might merely mean they are adopting the most efficient and effective means of going about something. 

In contrast, although wise is similar to this in that it, too, means someone who adopts the most effective means of doing something, it is usually reserved for general principles and secrets that have a more elevated, even metaphysical, application to mean someone who not only has good judgement, but has access to truths about the nature of life, ethics, justice and contentment. 

2. Patience, endurance, resignation, submission, perseverance.

Answer:

Endurance, like perseverance, implies a willingness to work at something, despite difficult conditions, whereas resignation and submission imply an acceptance of these conditions and unwillingness to work to change them. However, endurance is different from perseverance in the sense that it usually implies hardship either physical or mental, whereas perseverance usually means simply a willingness to work at something that is difficult and is likely to take some time to solve. As for resignation and submission the difference here is that resignation implies acceptance of a situation without necessarily involving surrendering to someone, some opposing force or difficult conditions. To be resigned to a situation is simply to accept it, without being subject to some opposing force. 

In contrast to all of these words, patience is more neutral: like the other words, it does involve an attitude of mind and a way of approaching a difficult or complex problem, but it doesn’t necessarily involve working against something, a hardship, difficult conditions or opposition of some kind, against which you work to change things or submit to. Patience merely describes a way in which you work or approach a problem or difficult task, which might take some time to solve. It involves a willingness to accept that your progress will be slow; that there will be no quick solution.     

3. Shameful, improper, scandalous, infamous, dishonourable.

Answer:

Although shameful denotes that feeling of disappointment about what you have done, in your own eyes and in those of others, words like improper, dishonourable and scandalous imply that you are being judged against an external standard alone, not by your own internal standards. Something that is improper is often thought to offend common standards of decency or even etiquette, while dishonourable implies a set of commonly accepted rules imposed on all those who are members of a society, an organisation, or a regiment. A failure to pay your debts or lying to your fellow members of a society might be considered dishonourable. 

In addition the words scandalous and infamous convey a measure of how widely these infringements are known. With shameful, improper and dishonourable, knowledge of these infringements of accepted rules might be limited to the members of that society or organisation, whereas the word scandalous usually refers to the breaking of accepted rules that are widely known in society, which, in addition, causes a degree of shock or disbelief, while the word infamous indicates that the offence is widely known throughout society.

One further caveat, in contrast to the other four words, the word improper has a much wider application and may refer to events that are far less serious. It could be used simply to refer to something that doesn’t belong to other things. In this sense it could be an infringement of a dress code: in some circles not wearing a tie is improper. Although it could be used to refer to much more serious offences that are thought to be unseemly or indecent, the use of this word, rather than one of the other four, would suggest that someone is taking offence, where there might not be serious reasons for doing so. A woman who wears a short dress to a formal event might be thought by some to be improperly dressed, where others might think this is being too narrow-minded and censorious. 

4. Increase, advance, heighten, dilute, magnify.

Answer:

All of these terms refer to the act of making something greater in different ways. To increase something is to make it bigger in number or size, whereas to heighten something obviously means to increase it in height, although it can also mean to increase something in intensity, a sound or a taste. 

However, the words magnify, dilute and advance have more ambiguous elements to their meaning. To magnify something might not be to increase the actual size of it in fact, but just to enlarge our view of it through a magnifying glass, a telescope or a microscope. Even more ambiguous, the word dilute seems to harbour contradictory meanings in that while it increases the size of something by adding a weaker solution to it, the intensity of the thing being diluted is weakened. The intensity of the taste of a drink is weakened by diluting it with water, but the size of the drink is increased in quantity. In contrast to the other four, the word advance appears to have the making of something greater as only a side effect of its core meaning. To advance a military front or to advance our understanding of something means to go forward, to progress, and in doing so the size of the territory we occupy or the amount of our knowledge increases in size.

5. Induce, prompt, persuade, cause, influence.

Answer:

While the words cause and influence can refer to both animate and inanimate things, induce, prompt and persuade usually refer only to animate beings that have cognitive functions. To induce somebody to do something means to encourage them to do it, even by giving them an incentive to do so, whereas to persuade somebody usually involves just the giving of reasons for doing it, rather than some external incentive. In contrast, to prompt somebody suggests that they have already decided to do it, but have forgotten to do it, how to do it or merely need to be given a push to do it. 

Set against these three words are cause and influence. They both have a more general application than the others in that they can refer to natural inanimate forces as well as human intervention. The key difference between them is that to cause something to occur strictly means that it was inevitable that the event would occur. To cause something in strict terms carries the force of determinism. In contrast, to influence something or someone implies that while the event might therefore come about as a result, it is not certain to occur. It leaves the person still with free will to decide whether to do it or not, whereas to cause something to occur or someone to act in a particular way leaves no element of freewill: they could have acted no differently, otherwise the event would not have been caused, but just influenced. 
