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Enduring question: 
How did a fragmented world become a global, integrated system of states for which order is an ongoing problem?

· In 1500, a world of empires competed for power and resources in a less globally connected world.
· A modern state system emerged in Europe, developing from origins within the Holy Roman Empire and feudal systems, and powerful European leaders’ failed efforts to establish control over them through war.
· In 1648, the Peace of Westphalia, which ended the Thirty Years War and divided Europe into sovereign states, marked the beginning of the modern state system.
· In the following centuries, European powers attempted to subjugate the world. Mercantilism rose and imperialism followed, as much of the world (with few notable exceptions) fell to European control, becoming colonies of European empires.
· In the early 20th century, European inter-competition led to World War I. Europe was devastated, and in the years that followed many attempts at lasting peace were made (notably the League of Nations). In the 1930s several dictators rose to power and the global economy collapsed, and peace failed.
· World War II engulfed the globe, and, after years of terrible fighting, the war ended and Europe was again devastated.
· The United Nations was formed in the immediate aftermath of WWII, though the Cold War would hamper its efforts for many decades.
· The US and the Soviet Union emerged as the two primary powers in a bipolar international system. The hostility and tension between those two powers was manifested in the Cold War, a nuclear standoff characterized by aggressive posturing and proxy wars that lasted until the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991.
· A wave of decolonization stemming from the post-war decline of European power led to the formation of many sovereign states from former colonies in this period.
· After 1991, for a time the world experienced a unipolar era with the United States at the helm. 
· Some regions, such as Europe, achieved unprecedented international cooperation. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The world today is full of both conflict and cooperation. Three features have come to define the contemporary international order:
· Globalization has made the world a far more interconnected place than it has been in the past.
· Though the US is still the world’s sole superpower, recent decades have seen the return of great power politics with the rise of states like Russia and China that seek to balance the influence of the United States.
· International terrorism, violence perpetrated in pursuit of political objectives by non-state actors like Al Qaeda, have become another defining feature of the contemporary international order.
· In recent times, there has been a backlash to globalization precipitated by a global financial crisis in 2008. This backlash has been associated with populist movements, notably in the 2016 Brexit vote in the United Kingdom and Donald Trump’s unexpected election as American President the same year. [image: ]
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