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Enduring question: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]How do theoretical traditions in international relations differ on how to understand actors and their behavior on the global stage?

· There are five major theories in IR, each of which takes a different approach. The five theories are Realism, Liberalism, Marxism, Constructivism, and Feminism. Each theory makes a handful of assumptions and outlines a series of propositions.

· Realist assumptions:
· States operate in a world of anarchy.
· States are the main actors in IR.
· States are rational actors.
· Security is the central problem of international politics.
· The search for security is competitive.

· Realist propositions:
· States pursue a balance of power.
· States seek strategic alliances to balance power.
· Security dilemmas will arise.
· States focus on relative gains.
· The problem of power transitions is a key point in IR.
· Nationalism is a powerful, dynamic force in IR.

· The English School of IR shares many of the assumptions and propositions of Realism. However, the English School emphasizes that states are social rather than isolated and organize “international society” through diplomacy and dialogue to manage anarchy. 

· Liberal assumptions: 
· The world is in an ongoing process of modernization.
· Individuals and groups are the main actors in IR.
· Individuals have deeply rooted incentives to trade, cooperate, bargain, and negotiate for joint gain.
· Modernization and advancement tend to take societies toward democracy and market society.
· Progress exists. 

· Liberal propositions:
· Market society and economic interdependence tend to have a pacifying effect on relations between states (Commercial liberalism).
· Democracies tend not to fight wars (Democratic peace).
· States build international relations around international law and institutions (Functionalism).
· Cosmopolitanism is a key force in IR.

· Neo-liberalists emphasize how international institutions help states overcome security dilemmas and cooperate.

· Marxist assumptions: 
· Political interests and relationships are determined by position in the transforming economic system.
· Socioeconomic actors are the main actors in IR.
· The modern state is organized to serve the interests of the capitalist class.
· Class conflict will increase.
· Revolution is the greatest source of political change. 

· Marxist propositions:
· States will act in ways that advance the interests of capitalism.
· Transnational business will be a salient feature of world politics.

· Constructivist assumptions: 
· The interests of individuals, groups, and states are not set in stone (interests are shaped by the identities of actors).
· Identities are molded by a variety of ideational factors.
· Elite individuals are the main actors in IR.
· Communication plays an important role in shaping and changing identities.

· Constructivist propositions:
· ‘The world is what you believe it is.’
· States operate within a global civil society.
· Normative change is important.
· State elites exist within and are influenced by strategic culture.

· Critical theory, such as Feminism, seeks to call into question the structure and origin of the ideas and institutions the world is built around.

· Feminist assumptions:
· Women serve primarily as subordinate and undervalued laborers.
· States and international relations have ‘gendered’ structures of domination and interaction.
· The dominating views of world affairs ignore the standpoints of the weak and powerless.

· Feminist propositions:
· If women are given more opportunities to hold power, they will do so with different priorities than men. 
· [image: ]Women have been systematically under-represented in the study and practice of IR.
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