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Enduring question: 
How have weapons of mass destruction, and in particular nuclear weapons, changed the practice of international relations?


1. Do you think chemical and biological weapons should be considered weapons of mass destruction? What about cyber weapons and drone warfare? 

2. [bookmark: _GoBack]There is a classic international relations debate between those who claim that the safest way to avoid nuclear war is to eliminate nuclear materials (or at least stop their spread) and those who claim that the safest way to avoid nuclear war is to spread them to as many countries as reasonably possible, since MAD predicts that two nuclear-armed countries won’t go to war. What are some arguments for and against each of these theories? Which do you find most compelling? 

3. Do you think the world will ever see a nuclear war? Why or why not? If not, do you think the world will ever see another nuclear bomb used? 

4. Do you think nuclear-armed states or nuclear terrorism is a bigger threat to the international community?

5. What do you think are the most compelling reasons that a state might want nuclear weapons? 


6. Do you think states should be allowed to produce chemical and biological weapons? If conventional bombs are allowed, should chemical or biological weapons be allowed? If not, why not? If so, should nuclear weapons be allowed also? 


7. What do you think is the greatest threat facing states in the 21st century? Nuclear war? Nuclear terrorism? Cyber war? Cyber terrorism? Conventional war? Conventional terrorism? Something else? Defend your answer.

8. Is there any benefit to possessing a nuclear weapon other than deterrence? If so, should any state that has a weapon endeavor to produce as many as it can? Why or why not?
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