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1981 Richard Ashley, ‘Political Realism and Human Interest’

1981 Robert Cox, ‘Social Forces, States and World Orders: Beyond International 
Relations Theory’

1982 Andrew Linklater, Men and Citizens in the Theory of International Relations 
Theory

1987 James Der Derian, On Diplomacy

1989 Nicholas Onuf, World of Our Making: Rules and Rule in Social Theory and 
International Relations 

1989 Friedrich Kratochwil, Rules, Norms, Decisions: On the Conditions of Practical 
and Legal Reasoning in International and Domestic Affairs

1989 James Der Derian and Michael J. Shapiro (eds), International/Intertextual 
Relations: Postmodern Readings of World Politics 

1990 Andrew Linklater, Beyond Realism and Marxism: Critical Theory and 
International Relations

1992 Alexander Wendt, ‘Anarchy is What States Make of it: The Social Construction 
of Power Politics’

1993 Rob Walker, Inside/Outside: International Relations as Political Theory

1995 Cindy Weber, Simulating Sovereignty: Intervention, the State and Symbolic 
Interchange

1996 Steve Smith, Ken Booth and Marysia Zalewski, International Theory, Positivism 
and Beyond 

1996 Peter Katzenstein, The Culture of National Security: Norms and Identity in 
World Politics

1999 Alexander Wendt, Social Theory of International Politics 

1999 Jenny Edkins, Poststructuralism and International Relations

2001 Christine Sylvester, Feminist International Relations 

2001 Martha Finnemore and Kathryn Sikkink, ‘Taking Stock: The Constructivist 
Research Program in International Relations and Comparative Politics’ 

2001 Richard Wyn Jones, Critical Theory and World Politics

2007 Audie Klotz and Cecilia Lynch, Strategies for Research in Constructivist 
International Relations 

2011 Emanuel Adler and Vincent Pouliot, International Practices

2011 Patrick Jackson, The Conduct of Inquiry in International Relations: Philosophy 
of Science and its Implications for the Study of World Politics

2012 John Hobson, The Eurocentric Conception of World Politics: Western 
International Theory, 1760–2010

2012 Iver Neumann, At Home with the Diplomats: Inside a European Foreign Ministry

Figure 8.1  Timeline: some key works in the post-positivist tradition



Figure 8.2  Situating the constructivist middle ground
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Source: Thomas Christiansen, Knud Erik Jørgensen and Antje Wiener (eds) (2001) The Social 
Construction of Europe (London: Sage): 10.


