Professional Writing
Chapter Eight Activities

1. Decide which types of fallacy the following statements would fall under. Some of these are borderline, and some contain more than one fallacy.
1. I suggest that we buy Adidas products, as we have been a loyal customer since they produced their first sports shoes.
2. As it cannot be proven that our new work policy in X country caused the resignations, it should be implemented by other countries.
3. Intelligent shareholders are against the take-over as it is obvious that such mining results in disastrous problems.
4. Given that he is the President of Amnesty International, his opinions on capital punishment should not be published.
5.  He enjoys travelling, cooking and mountain climbing. Therefore, he would be suitable for work in public relations.
6. Because you expect to be looked up to by others, you are likely to be preferred in work situations.
7. During WWII, about 375,000 civilians died in country X and about 408,000 members of the armed forces died overseas. On the basis of those figures, it can be concluded that it was not much more dangerous to be overseas in the armed forces during that time than it was to stay at home as a civilian.
2. A current area of debate, where emotions, vested interests and objective evidence meet, is legislation over gun control. Although this is prevalent in the United States, where the growing number of mass shootings in recent years has exacerbated the situation, the debate has international relevance. Therefore, it provides a fertile ground for the analysis of reasoning strategies and the use of statistics. 

One reason for the controversy over the effects of strict regulations on the availability of guns is that no conclusive evidence exists directly linking high crime rates with gun possession. Researchers who study the relation between gun control and homicide rates have not, as yet, come up with any convincing proof that strict gun control laws actually lessen the number of gun killings.
Find an argument against and one for gun control and analyse them using the following questions:
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]How convincing is the reasoning presented here? 
2. How credible is the use of statistics?
3. What more information would you need to reach more conclusive results? 

3. Give a critical evaluation of the following news article on beans and bowel cancer, by answering the following questions (the article is fictional, so no need to stop eating beans!)
1.	What do you think of the amount and type of information selected in this article? 
2. 	Does the article leave out important data? Does it ‘dumb down’ or over-simplify scientific research? If so, how does it do this, and how could it perhaps avoid doing so?	
3.	What other information would you need to gather to form an informed opinion of the correlation between beans and bowel cancer?

Then, find another article in the media that presents scientific findings and analyze it
following this example.
Beans seen as factor in bowel cancer
Beans, celebrated as the ‘meat substitute’ for vegetarians and the health conscious, could do you more long-term harm than good, says a French study.
The National Institute on Cancer Research in Paris has warned people in middle age to stay off the pulse product or increase their risk of contracting cancer of the bowel.
Vegetarians cherish beans as a non-animal source of protein and iron, and it is sometimes recommended as a health food because it is rich in healthful plant oestrogens and iron. But phytoestrogens do not act like natural oestrogens, especially in our digestive system, nor are they good for us as once believed, say the French researchers into cancer.
Scientists followed the fortunes of 3,500 French men since 2000 to see who developed the disease. They found no positive connection between the disease and alcohol intake, smoking, education, or professional status.
Instead, they found that those men who reported eating beans at least twice weekly when first interviewed were 28 times more likely to have developed cancer of the bowel than those that never ate beans. That could be because phytoestrogens are blocking the effect of natural oestrogens in the digestive system, and preventing normal digestive processes, say the scientists.

