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Chapter 11: Sexualizing



Essentialism and Social Constructionism

One of the key sexuality debates arises from the contradicting viewpoints of essentialists and social constructionists. These perspectives are positioned generally within debates about gender, ethnicity and many other areas too.

Essentialists will argue in favour of hard-wired, fundamental sexuality, which will most commonly be heterosexuality. It can be used to explain how many homosexuals (and other alternative sexualities) have felt different for their whole lives. On the other hand, social constructionists argue that sexuality is above all, something which is shaped by our social existence and something which we learn.

Which of the two positions do you think is the most useful for explaining sexualities?

Queer Theory

The term ‘queer theory’ was coined by Theresa de Lauretis. It is seen as the postmodern turn in sexuality studies, with its origins in the work of Michel Foucault. It is a social constructionist position, rejecting essentialist notions of a fundamental identity. Kirsch explains the theory as one which places sexuality as the central concept and is used to attempt to understand other ‘social, political and cultural phenomena’.

Queer theorists reject the notion of identity through difference, seeing this as based in ever oppressive heterosexist views. The aim of queer theory is to trouble the norms and hopefully rid the dominant heterosexist assumptions.




Dr. Wendy Walsh & Don Lemon Talk Sex and Technology
http://youtu.be/v68h6JyShXQ
· Do you think pornography is an example of technology affecting sexuality?
· If you do, do you agree with Dr Walsh’s view? Or is her view sensationalist and trying to generate some sort of moral panic?
· Do you think pornography consequently impacts on how men and women, have or think about sex and their sexuality?

2. Same-sex Marriage
· Is marriage a ‘heteronormative’ institution?
· Has gay culture become more mainstream?
· Are gays and lesbians treated as well as heterosexuals?

The Guardian: The Rise of “Corrective” Rape in South Africa
http://youtu.be/twzajfLLUZc
· What does this video tell you about whether gay culture is becoming ‘mainstream’ and the differing treatment of certain sexualities around the globe?

Gay Bashing: What Would You Do?
http://youtu.be/2O7IW1CP0jA
· Why would people think differently about male couples’ “PDA” than straight couples?
· However, do you feel that the location of the gay experiment is socially located to provoke a response? (Southern USA)
· Who do you think is most in support of gay equality? and who is the least?
· At the end, why do you think lesbian PDA is treated differently? Is it the media/films/pornography’s fault?



LZ Granderson, ‘The Myth of the Gay Agenda’
http://on.ted.com/Granderson
In a humorous talk with an urgent message, LZ Granderson points out the absurdity in the idea that there's a "gay lifestyle," much less a "gay agenda." CNN and ESPN columnist LZ Granderson is a celebrated voice on sports, race and gay rights

· Do you agree with LZ’s message?
· What does the creation mythical ‘gay lifestyle’ and ‘gay agenda’ do to claims for equality? 
· Who does it serve to oppress homosexuals?
- Do you think certain people and certain institutions oppress the GLBT more than others?
· With the banning of same-sex marriage in California prompting a case in the US Supreme Court in 2013 - what do you think should (or will) be the outcome? 
· Will the status/age/gender/sexuality of the Supreme Court judges be important?

Online Content

Blogs:
Glenn Beck Was Right
http://www.sociologyinfocus.com/2012/07/01/glenn-beck-was-right/
In this post, Bridget Welch explores if there is a connection between acceptance of homosexuals and television shows.

Discourses of Religious Freedom in Ads Against Same-Sex Marriage
http://thesocietypages.org/socimages/2012/11/29/discourses-of-religious-freedom-in-ads-against-same-sex-marriage/

Individualist vs. Social Frames Favouring Gay Marriage
http://thesocietypages.org/socimages/2012/01/03/individualist-vs-social-frames-favoring-gay-marriage/

Other Content

Films:

Kinsey (2004)
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0362269/
A look at the life of Alfred Kinsey (Liam Neeson), a pioneer in the area of human sexuality research, whose 1948 publication "Sexual Behavior in the Human Male" was one of the first recorded works that saw science address sexual behavior.

Milk (2008)
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1013753/
The story of Harvey Milk (Sean Penn), and his struggles as an American gay activist who fought for gay rights and became California's first openly gay elected official.

Documentaries:

The Stonewall Uprising
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1562450/
Documentary which covers the the story of the massive police raid of Stonewall in June 1969 and the resulting protests which proved to be a watershed moment in the move for gay civil rights.

8: The Mormon Proposition
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1484522/
An investigation into the Mormon Church’s influence in passing the recent anti-gay-marriage Proposition 8 in California.
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